de niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant des établissements d'enseignement et de recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou privés.

1 SubmissiontoMedicalSociologyOnline,4August2009,733words.

HealthPolicyandPolitics

AlisonHann(ed) Ashgate,2007. ISBN9780754670643.206pp.£55.00(hbk). http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&edition_id=10402 The topic of health policy-making in Britain seems inextinguishable, constantly renewedbyshiftsinthebalanceofpowerbetweenitsmainplayers-thestate,the 

  medicalprofessionandcivilsociety.Inthatcontext,thepaperscollectedinHealth PolicyandPoliticsexaminethepoliticalfactorsthatcurrentlyshapethemakingof health policyintheNationalHealthService(NHS).Itsfourteenchapterscovera widearrayofoverarchingissuesthataffectvirtuallyallformsoftreatmentwithin the health care sector, except for two more specific case studies (Chapter 10 on 'protracted waiting for orthopaedic services' and Chapter 12 on immunization policy).Mostchaptersaredrawnfromconferencepapersgivenbymembersofthe HealthPoliticsGroupbetween2005and2006. An important transversal theme of the book relates to the design and reform of structural,system-levelaspectsoftheNHS,whichAlisonHannintroducesasthe 'macro'levelofBritishhealthpolicy-making.Chapter2exploresthemechanisms thathelpexplainingacharacteristicparadoxoftheNHS,orasRudolfKleinonce put it, a paradox of famine among plenty: 'how did a creditable record on NHS expenditureafter2002…cometoco-existwithrecorddeficits?'(p.14)NICE) face a different challenge as they strive to establish themselves as legitimate decision-making bodies in the NHS, a task that blameavoiding governments tend to avoid to handle themselves because, as shown in Chapter7,of'thehighpoliticalprofileenjoyedbytheNHS,leadingtotheprospect oflostvotesforanypartyseentodamageit'(p.93). Thebookinevitablyleadsthereadertolookforwardtothemostimportantfactors that might guide future developments of health policy. Alongside mentions of European regulatory convergence over particular aspects of health care, such as druglicensing(Chapter13,p.174),twochaptersareparticularlyinterestinginthat respect. Chapter 1 provides a brief survey of the impact of European regulations, derived mostly from common market agreements, on public health policy-a trend,onemayhint,whichissettoincreaseinthecomingyears.Aparallelsource ofinfluenceoverhealthpolicy-makingstemsfromtheriseofa'NewPublicHealth' ideology described in minute detail and through a careful examination of its historicallineageinChapter9the third sector in supporting state-led treatment facilities and biomedical research,orthegovernanceofthenursingprofessionintheNHS,alltopicswhich becomeevenmoresalientwhenobservedincomparativesettings.
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