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English abstract

The paper suggests that, from the point of view seeing religious phenomena in a
larger epistemological scope as such a notion of culture rather than in a auto-
claimed and segregated unit such as each religious tradition, we should
acknowledge in religious phenomena the tendency to pluralisation due to internal
and external, centrifugal and centripetal changes of religion through inevitable
contact and interaction between different strata in a religious group, between
different religious groups, between religious and non-religious groups, or between
religious and non-religious elements, and have scholarly interest in it. Religious
identity claim is a relative and floating social demand. The scientific interest in
religion should break away from the perspective of individual religious tradition
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and recognize that religious traditions meet and combine each other to give to birth
new forms of religious phenomena. Considering the fact that not only believers but
also non believers as well as betwixt and between people reap cultural benefit from
religions, one can conceive a notion of ‘religious culture’, free from the question of
belief, and distinguished from the notion of ‘religion’ implying belief. ‘Religious
culture’ refers to material and immaterial assets considered to belong to a religious
tradition, knowledge about this tradition, it’s representation system, practices being
organized and done in it, and the ensemble of the resources that are reproduced,
transmitted and transformed through relative activities. As a cultural production, it
is a repository of diverse information providing answers to man’s fundamental
questions. Put simply, it indicates religious representation, knowledge and practice.
The level in which each ‘religious culture’ can be observed with its characteristics
and the factor that diversifies and changes it are plural; intricately inter-related,
they interact to bring constantly change and diversification to society and culture as
well as to ‘religious culture’ itself; in this paper these facts are conceptualized as
‘plurality of religious culture’. Beyond the diversity of ‘religious culture’, the
notion of ‘plurality’ implies the dynamism in which the internal and external
spheres and factors interact to change. This in mind, we can organize the approach
to investigation as following: to distinguish two observation spheres, “pluralisation’
and ‘interaction’; in each sphere, to identify two parameters, ‘factor’ and ‘pattern’;
to combine two spheres and two parameters to obtain : ‘factor of pluralisation’,
‘pattern of pluralisation’, ‘factor of interaction’ and ‘pattern of interaction’.

Keywords: religion, religious culture, plurality, pluralisation, interaction,
cultural hybridity, sociocultural dynamism, contemporary society, East Asia.
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