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IIOTPEBAABHASA ITPAKTUKA HACEAEHUA PAHHEI'O 2JKEAE3HOT O BEKA:
HOBBIE HAXOAKH 13 AJKAPKYTAHA B CEBEPHOH BAKTPUU

THE MORTUARY PRACTICES OF THE EARLY IRON AGE POPULATIONS:
RECENT DISCOVERIES AT DZHARKUTAN IN NORTHERN BACTRIA

© 2015 r. X. benaesy-Capmuenro, JK. Aonare,
Opanyus

C. Mycradakyaos, K. Paxumos,
Vabexucman

B xoHIIe 6pOH30BOrO Beka (1700-1500 aer a0 B.3.) B Len-
TPAAbHO A3HH IPOU30LIAU HoAbIIHe epeMeHsL. [1o Hens-
BECTHBIM IIOKa elje MpUYMHAM uBHAm3armsa OKca ucuesaa
IIAPAAACABHO C YXYALIEHHEM MEeXAYHAPOAHOH TOPrOBAH,
0CAAOAEHHEM U ITOCACAYIOIIIE 3a0POIIeHHOCTBIO OCHOBHbIX
TOPOAOB, TIPEAIIOAAraeMbIMH TeXHOAOTHYECKHMH YXYAIIICHH-
SIMH, KOTOpbIe TPaHCGOPMHUPOBAAN MECTHYIO MATEPHAABHYIO
KyAbTypy. Okoao 1500-1300 AeT A0 H.3. OCA€ TIPOIIEATITIX
TAYOOKIX M3MeHeHHUIT HAYMHETCSI 9110Xa PAHHETO XKeAe3HOTO
Beka (mepuo 513 I). D10 Bpems xapakTepusyeTcs pa3BUTH-
€M CeAbCKHX ITOCEACHHH, COCPEAOTOYEHHBIX B 0a3HCaxX C Ma-
ASHBKVMH, YKPeTIACHHBIMU AOMAaMH, B KOTOPBIX SKHAQ JAUTA
obmecrsal. BaxHas oTAMMUTEABHAS 0COOEHHOCTD KOMITACKCA
MaTepHAABHOH KYABTYPBI 9TOTO BPeMEHH OT IPEABIAYILIETO
IIepHOAQ, KOTOPYIO A€rde BCero HabAIOAATH — 3TO IIUPOKOE
OBITOBAHIE TAKOT'O CIIELUPUIHOTO KEPAMITIECKOT'O THITA, KAK
AeTTHASI KePAMIIKQ, ACKOPUPOBAHHAS PACIIHCHBIME KPACHO-KO-
PHYHEBBIMHI IeOMeTPHUYECKHMH Y30PaMH IO CBETAOMY GOHY.
AQHHYO [OCTYPOAHUCTIEECKYIO a3y XapaKTEPU3YIOT IIEPEXOA
OT KEpaMHUKH TOHYAPHOH K ACTIHOM, NCIe3HOBEHHE BCEX peMe-
cea 1 MKoHOrpa¢uu. Bce atu TpaHcdopMalm — 3a4acTyro
HeBEepPHO MCTOAKOBAaHHBIE KaK AOKA3aTEABCTBO «YTIAAKA>» —
OTPAKAIOT TAYOOKHE COLIMAABHbIE, SKOHOMITIECKIIE 1 PEAUTH-
O3HbIe U3MEHEHMsI; OHU OTPAKEHBI TAKKe B OTrPpebaAbHOM
HPaKTHKe U SIBASFOTCS YeTKUM IPU3HAKOM AQHHBIX IIPOLIECCOB.

AeHCTBUTEABHO, B HaYaAe XKEAC3HOT'O BeKa CPEAH OCEA-
Aoro HaceaeHHs 1ora LleHTpaAbHOM A3HH IIOYTH IIOAHO-
CTBIO MCYE3aF0T MOTHABHHKH. [ IOHATHO, 4TO B FOSKHOM YacTH
Cpeaneit A3mu 3aXOpOHEHHS TOXKe PEAKH, 32 HCKAIOUeHHeM
HECKOABKUX OTACABHbIX MOTUA ¥ BITYCKHBIX 3AXOPOHEHHIT.
B Hacrosimee BpeMst BOSMOXXHOCTD OOHAPY>KUTb MOTHABHUKI
9TOTO IIePUOAA KpaFHe MaAd: MHOTOYHCACHHBIE COBETCKHUE
M IIOCTCOBETCKHE PACKOIIKH H Pa3BEAKH He AAAU HIKAKHX pe-
3yabraToB. [ lo HamreMy MHeHUIO, TaKOe OTCYTCTBHE MOTHA —
3HAYUTEAPHO DOAee XapaKTEPHBI IAEMEHT ITHX KYABTYP
PPAHHETO )KeAe3HOT'O BeKa, YeM AeTIHAsI PACIIIICHASI KePAMIIKa,
KOTOpast AAAA UM CBOe HazBaHue. Kak MOXXHO 00BsICHUTH 3TO
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France

S. Mustafakulov, K. Rakhimov,
Uzbekistan

At the end of the Bronze Age (ca. 1700-1500 BCE) big
changes took place in Central Asia. For still unknown rea-
sons, the Oxus civilization disappeared, in parallel to a dete-
rioration of long-distance trade, the collapse and subsequent
abandonment of major cities, and presupposed technology
loss that transformed local material culture. After this pro-
found transformation, the Early Iron Age (Yaz I period)
emerged, around 1500-1300 BCE, with the development
of rural settlements dispersed in oases, sometimes with
a small, fortified building that housed a minor elite who
managed the wealth generated by the exploitation of land
and the control of irrigation systems'. The most important
distinction from the previous period, and the easiest to
observe, is the presence of a very specific ceramic type:
handmade pottery decorated with painted red-brown geo-
metric patterns on a light background. The transition from
wheel-made to handmade ceramics and the disappearance
of all handicrafts and iconography are characteristics of
this post-urban phase. These socio-economic transforma-
tions — often wrongly interpreted as evidence of a "decline”
reflect deep social, economic and religious upheavals and
funerary practices are good indicators of these processes.
Indeed, at the beginning of Iron Age, graves disappear
almost completely among the sedentary populations of
southern Central Asia. It is clear that across southern
Central Asia, indications of burials are rare, with the ex-
ception of the discovery of some isolated primary graves
and secondary burials®. The probability of discovering
cemeteries of this period is currently very small: numer-
ous Soviet and post-Soviet excavations and surveys have
revealed an absence of findings that is quite meaningful.
In our view, this lack of graves is the main characteristic of
these Early Iron Age cultures, rather than the handmade
painted ceramics that gave them their name. How might
this radical change be explained? Can we interpret this as
evidence of the emergence of a new religion, as it is often
suggested? Indeed, one oft-used explanation is the forma-
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KOpEeHHOe H3MeHeHHe B IIorpebaAbHO# pakTrke? MoxeM Au
MBI HIHTEPIIPETHPOBATh €r0 KAK CBUACTEABCTBO IOSIBACHHS
HOBOJ PEAHTHH, KaK 9TO 0ObIMHO mpepAaraetcsi? OAHUM U3
YaCTO HCIIOAB3YeMBIX CIOCOOOB 00'BSICHEHNSI CTAAO MHEHHUE
0 pOPMUPOBAHKH B 3TO BPeMst 30pOACTPU3MA, HO TTOKA CO-
BpeMeHHasI HyKa He UMeeT YOeAUTEAbHBIX AOKA3aTEAbCTB
B IIOAB3Y 3TO¥ KOHIIETILIUH 1 AICKYCCHSI OCTAETCS OTKPBITOR.

Heaasnaue otkporrus Opanirysckoit ApXeoAOTrHIecKoin
Muccuu B Y36exucrane (MAFOuz-Protohistoire>, pyxo-
BopuTean — pAokTopa X. benpesy-Capmuento u C. My-
cTadakyAOB) Ha MAMSTHHUKe A\)KapKyTaH® IPOAMAM HOBBIit
CBET Ha IorpebaAbHbIe OOPSIABI ATIOXH KEAE3HOTO BeKa.
Pe3yAbTaThl HCCAEAOBAHHI TOKA3BIBAIOT, YTO PUTYAADI
H3MEHSIOTCS OT O0IIepaCcIpOCTPHEHHOTO OTCYTCTBHS TEA
1 apTeaKTOB K IIPEAIOAO)KUTEABHO EATHOMY ITOrpeOaAb-
HOMY PUTYaAy OYUCTKHU KOCTeH oT AOTH (excarnation).
Hamm packomnku II0Ka3bIBakoOT, YTO B ACHCTBUTEABHOCTH
CYILIeCTBYIOT 3aXOPOHEHHUS: 9TO OCHOBHBIE, BITCKHbBIE
Y MOTHABI MHOTOKPATHOTO HCIIOAb30BaHUsL .

I. AeTckme ocHOBHbIE OrpeGeHHst

Moruaa N¢ 1026, AsxapkyTan (puc. 1, 1)

AanHasi Moruaa 6142 OOHApY>KeHA Ha MeCTe, H3BECTHOM
Kak juTapeAb (packorn 4) BHYTpH ITyCTOMN OBAABHOI SIMb
(0,53 x 0,35M) 0K0AO 20 CM OT COBpeMEHHO# [IOBEPXHOCTH.
OTa sIMa OPUEHTHUPOBAHA IT0 AUHUH BOCTOK-3aIIaA U BbI-
KOITaHA B CTeHe 3a0pOIIeHHOTO 3AQHUSI OPOH30BOIO BEKA.
3aXOpOHEHHBIN MAAAEHEI] CKOHYAACS B TIEPHHATAABHbIN
niepuop (0—1 AeT) HU3HH U GBIA TOAOXKEH Ha AeBbIit 60K
B CKOPYEHHOM ITOAOKEHHH FOAOBOI Ha BOCTOK. CTyIHHU
He COXPaHUANCB, @ IOTOMY OCTAIOTCSI COMHEHHUS], TPUCYT-
CTBOBAAH AUl OHU GU3MYECKHU B ITOM 3aXOpOHeHHH. BepxHie
KOHEYHOCTH BBITSIHYTHI: A€Basi PyKa BIIEpeA, a paBast —
B CTOPOHY, HO 00e OpHeHTUPOBaHbI Ha ceBep-1or. Boiau
HafAeHbI ABa OPOH30BBIX OpacAeTa, 0 OAHOMY Ha KaK-
AOM mpeanAedbe. YepenHo-AuIieBast 00AACTb OKA3aAACh
HIOAHOCTBIO (parMeHTHPOBAHHOM, HO BCe-TAaKU CBSA3AHHOMN
C HIDKHel 4eArocTbi0. KpoMe Toro, 6b1AM couAeHeHBI He Bce
IOSICHIYHBIE II03BOHKH, 2 TOABKO YaCTh U3 HHX.

Mornaa Ne 1027, AxapkyTan (puc. 1, 2)

AaxHoe norpebeHue 6bIA0 BCKPBITO OKOAO MOTHABI NG 1026
B OBAABHOM 5IM€, pa3Mepbl KOTOPOM AOCTaTOYHBI TOABKO
AAS IOMeIIleHus B Helt MaaeHbKoro Teaa (0,64 x 0,35 m),
raybusa 20 cM OT coBpeMeHHOI1 roBepxHOCTH. [ Torpeben-
HBII MAAAEHeI] B Bo3pacTe oT 1,5 A0 4 AeT AexaA Ha AeBOM
60Ky rOAOBOI1, IIOBEpHYTOM Ha BOCTOK. COrHyThbIe HOTH
pacmoaaraAuch opHa Ha aApyroit. IIpasas pyka Toxe co-
THYTa, KMCTb PACIIOAOXKEHA OKOAO HYDKHEH YeAroCTH. /AeBast
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tion of Zoroastrianism, but current research has not yet
offered convincing proof and the discussion remains open.

Recent discoveries on the site of Dzharkutan® by
the French Archaeological Mission in Uzbekistan —
Protohistory (MAFOuz-Protohistoire, dir. J. Bendezu-
Sarmiento and S. Mustafakulov) shed new light on the di-
verse funerary practices of the Iron Age. These findings
demonstrate that practices vary more from the generally
accepted absence of bodies and artifacts — supposed to
indicate a single funerary treatment: excarnation. Indeed,
graves — primary, secondary and multiple — do exist®.

I. Child Primary Burials

Grave no. 1026, Dzharkutan (Fig. 1. 1)

This grave was discovered in the area known as the Citadel
(trench 4), within a shallow oval pit (0.53 x 0.35 m), with
an opening about twenty centimeters from the current
ground level. This pit, oriented east-west, was dug against
and on the ancient wall of an abandoned Bronze Age
building. The individual, an infant, died in the perinatal
period, between 0-1 years of age, and was buried lying
on his left side (lateral decubitus position) in a crouched
position, with the head to the east. The feet were not
preserved and the doubt remains as to whether the feet
were originally physically present in the burial. The upper
limbs were extended in front of the body, the left arm in
an anterior position and the right arm in a lateral position,
both oriented north-south. Two bronze bracelets were
found, one associated with each forearm. The craniofa-
cial region was entirely fragmentary, but still articulated
with the mandible. In addition, only part of the vertebrae
(lumbar) was articulated.

Grave no. 1027, Dzharkutan (Fig. 1. 2)

This burial was discovered near grave no. 1026, in an oval
pit just large enough to encompass the body (0. 64 x 0.
35m), with a depth of 20cm from the present ground
level. The individual, an infant between 1. S and 4 years
old, was buried on his left side, with the head facing east.
The bent legs were superimposed one on the other. The
right upper limb was also bent, with the hand placed near
the mandible. The left upper limb was in an extended
position, lying under the right arm with the hand under
the legs at knee-level.

The body does not seem to have been disturbed, be-
cause the bones were all articulated, allowing us to con-
clude that decomposition happened in an empty space
or void, likely inside a wrapping of ephemeral material,
such as a shroud.



X. Bendesy-Capmuenmo u coasmopui

Bendezu-Sarmiento and co-authors

PyKa ObIAA BBITSHYTA U A€XKAAQ TIOA IIPABOM PYKOH, KHCTD
KOTOPO# pacIOAOXKeHa II0A HOTaMH Ha YPOBHE KOA€H.

KocTu ckeaeTa HOAHOCTBIO COYAEHEHbI, MX aHATOMMYe-
CKMI OPSIAOK He HapyIlIeH, 4TO MI03BOASIET HAM CAGAATh
BBIBOA, YTO Pa3AOKeHHe IIPOUCXOAMAO B ITyCTOM IIPO-
CTPAHCTBE, BO3MOXXHO, BHYTPU HEAOATOBEYHOTO MaTepH-
aAQ, TAaKOTO KaK CaBaH.

Mornaa Ne 1050, Asxapkyran (puc. 1, 3)

AaxHOe morpe6eHne HOBOPOKAEHHOTO MAAAEHIA OBIAO
HaAEHO B packorte 7 Ha nurapeAr. CKeAeT A€KaA Y CTEHbI
3AQHUSI PAHHETO JKEAE3HOTO BeKa OAM3KO K COBPEMEHHOM
nioBepxHOCTH. COXPaHHAACH AHIIIb YePeIIHO-AHIIEBAsI YaCTb,
BKAKOYAsl HIDKHIOKO YEAIOCTb, a Takoke pasanru kucty. Yepen
C HEDKHEIT YeAIOCTBIO A©KaA ITAAIIMsL. JacTaHOe couseHeH e
9THX 9A€MEHTOB ITOKA3BIBAET, YTO MAAACHEI] AOAXKHO OBITh
M3HAYAABHO OBIA [IOXOPOHEH Ha AeBoM 60Ky. [Tepemenrerue
CBOAQ Yeperta POH30IIAO, BEPOSITHO, U3-3a PA3AOKEHIS
B ITyCTOTe, BOSHUKIIIEH M3-3a CABAHA HAU MEIIIKA 13 YKECTKOTO
mareprasa. [Toa06HOe 06epThIBaHIE MOTAO YAEPYKHBATh
IPOHHKHOBEHHE TTOYBBI, CO3AABASI IIPOCTPAHCTBO AASL He-
IPOU3BOABHOTO IIepeMelljeHHsI KOCTEl IIPY PA3AOXKEHHIIL.

Puc. 1. Ocnosnvie demckue 3axoporenus: 1.1 — mozura
Ne 1026; 1.2 — mozura N2 1027; 1.3 — mozura N2 1050;
1.4 — mozura 83pocaozo werosexa Ha nosepxrocmu N° 1044.
®omo: MAFOuz-Protohistoire

Grave no. 1050, Dzharkutan (Fig. 1. 3)

This neonate infant burial was discovered in trench 7 of
the Citadel. The skeleton was laid against a wall of the Early
Iron Age, near current ground level. Only the craniofacial
region, including the mandible, and the phalanges of
the hand have been preserved. The skull with the mandible
have fallen flat. The partial articulation of these elements
shows that the infant must have originally been interred
on his left side. Finally, the movement of the calvaria was
mostly likely due to the decomposition in a void, perhaps
created by a shroud or bag made of a rigid resistant mate-
rial. Such a wrapping would have been capable of holding
back infiltration of the soil in order to create space for
decomposition, allowing movement of the bones.

Fig. 1. Primary child burial: 1.1 — no. 1026; 1.2 — no.
1027; 1.3 — no. 1050; 1.4 — Surface burial of an adult
no. 1044. Photo: MAFOuz-Protohistoire
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CaeAyeT 3aMeTHTB, YTO ACTCKHE IIOrpebeHHs, TaK XKe KaK
Y JOHOLIECKHE, He COITPOBOXKAAIOTCS apTe(paKTaMHi UAU IIPH-
HOIIeHHSIMY, 3 HCKAIOYeHreM MOTHABI N® 1026 Ha AskapkyTa-
He, B KOTOPOM BbISIBACHA I1apa OPOH30BBIX OPACAETOB 3 IPO-
cTbIx KoAedek’. Moruabt N¢ 1026 1 Ne 1027 rpyrmmpyrorcst
B ABYXMETPOBOM paAyce B packorte 4. OHu ObIAH BHIKOIIAHBI
B pa3pyIIeHHON KUPIIMIHON KAAAKE, OTHECEHHON K OpOH-
30BOMY BEKY, HO PaCIIOAO>KEHHOJ Ha TOY JKe TAyOHHE, 4TO
Y MHOYXECTBO $IM, KOTOPbI€ AATUPYIOTCS PAHHUM >KEA€3HbIM
BEKOM (XH-XI BB. AO H.C—).) 6. Takasi e CHUTyaLKst ¥ AASI MOTHABI
N¢ 1050, HafiAeHHOM B pacKolie 7 B CeBepO-BOCTOUHOM YaCTH
IIUTAACAH. 3HAUUTEABHOE YHCAO XKUABIX H XO3SHCTBEHHbIX
HOCTPOEK OBIAO OTKPHITO B HEIIOCPEACTBEHHOM OAM30CTH
Kk Moruae. Cypsi IO cepyr paAOKapOOHHbIX AaTrpoBok C-14,
atu nocrporiku AaTupyrorcs XIII-XX BB. A0 H.3.

II. Moruaa Ha MOBEPXHOCTH
Mornaa N° 1044, AxxapkyTan
AaHHast HerAy60Kkasi MOruAa ObIAa BHIKOIIAHA HA YPOB-
HSIX PAaHHETO KeAe3HOTO BeKa PAcKoIa 7 Ha < LIUTAACAU >
(puc. 1,4). ITorpe6enne coAep)UT KOCTH ABYX B3POCABIX
geAroBeK. IToA oAHOTO U3 HUX He onpeAeAeH M3-3a TAOXOH
coxpaHHOCTH KocTeil. CoXpaHHAACh TOABKO BEPXHSISA 9aCTh
CKEA€Ta B CHABHO TIOBPEKASHHOM BUA€ (II03BOHOYHUK He
COXPAHHACS), BKAIOYAsl peOpa, KpailHe GpparMeHTapHbI de-
PEIHO-ANLIEBO OAOK ¥ YaCTh Ta300€APEHHbIX CYCTABOB —
A€BBII Ta300€APEHHBII CYCTaB AUIIb YACTHIHO COYACHEH
¢ 6eApoM 1 60ABIION 6ep110BOIT KOCTBI0. OCTaABHAS YACTD
CKeAeTa OTCYTCTBOBAAQ. [TorpeOeHHBII A€3KaA Ha IIPaBOM
60Ky, B CKOPYEHHOM ITOAOKEHHH, OChIO0 CKEAETA U TOAO-
BOU Ha CeBepO-BOCTOK. [13-3a MaAO1 TAyOUHBI MOTHABL
KOHTYPHI SIMBI He onpepeAstiorcs. Hukakux apredakron
PSIAOM C YCOIIIINM HAMAEHO He OBIAO.

3aech MbI BHOBb IM€EM AEAO C MOTHAOM, KOTOpasi He
uMeeT norpebaspHoro uuBeHTaps. HecmoTps Ha eé He-
6oAbIyIo raybuHy, 3axopoHerue N¢ 1044 na AyxapkyTtaHe
UMeeT CBS3b C IIOAY3eMASHKOM, PACIIOAOKEHHOM MeHee
ueM B opHOM Metpe K tory (3 1).

II1. BrryckHbIe MOTHABI

I'pynnoBoe 3axopoHeHHe B X03sicTBeHHOM siMe N2 1034
3axopoHeHHUe B OOABIIO# XO3SFICTBEHHOIT SIMe XKeAe3HOTO
BeKa (PacKor 4, IUTaAeAb ) C OCTAHKAMU HECKOABKUX 4eAOBEK
M Pa3AMYHOM KePAMHKOM OPOH30BOTO U PAHHETO SKEAE3HOTO
BeKa, pparMeHTaMH ChIPLIOBbIX KHPITITIEH K KOCTel YKUBOTHBIX
6bIAO HafiAeHO Ha TAy6uHe 2, 8 M oT oBepxHOCTH (puc. 2, ).
bBrian onpeaeAeHbI OCTaHKU YaCTHYHO COXPAHMBIIMXCS Ye-
THIPEX 3aXOPOHEHHbIX TeA. ITepsbie 13 HHIX C HarbOAee XOpo-
IO COXPAHUBIIUMUCS KOCTSIMU IPUHAAAEKAAU B3POCAOK
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It should be noted that these subadult burials have
no associated artifacts or offerings, with the exception of
grave no. 1026, which contained a pair of bronze bracelets
formed from simple rings’. Graves no. 1026 and no. 1027
are clustered in a 2-meter radius within trench 4. They
were partially dug into a much deteriorated brick structure,
dating to the Bronze Age, but located at the same depth
as numerous pits, which have been securely dated from
the Early Iron Age (12" to 11" centuries BCE)®. The same
is true for grave no. 1050 found in trench 7 in the northeast
section of the Citadel. A notable number of structures
related to habitation and storage were discovered in close
proximity to the grave. According to multiple C-14 dates,
these structures mark an occupation of the citadel between
the 13" and the 10™ centuries BCE.

IL. Surface Grave

Grave no. 1044, Dzharkutan

This shallow grave was dug into the Early Iron Age levels
of trench 7 of the Citadel (Fig. 1.4). The burial consisted
of an adult whose sex could not be determined due to
the poor state of preservation (both quantitative and
qualitative) of the skeleton.

Only the upper body remained, although it was very
disturbed (the spine was not preserved), including some
ribs, the very fragmentary craniofacial region, and part of
the coxals —the left coxal was only partially articulated
with the associated femur and tibia. The rest of the body
was absent. The individual was found lying on his right
side (lateral decubitus position) in a crouched position,
with the axis of the body and the head toward the north-
east. Given the shallowness of the tomb, the contours of
the pit were unidentifiable. No artifacts associated with
the individual were found.

Again, we are dealing with a grave that has no asso-
ciated archaeological material. Despite its shallowness,
burial no. 1044 at Dzharkutan is connected to a pit-house
(YazI) located at less than one meter to the south.

III. Secondary Burials

Secondary Multiple Silo Burial no. 1034

The burial is inside a large Iron Age silo pit located in

trench 4 of the Citadel. The remains of several individu-

als — mixed with various ceramics (Bronze and Iron

Age), fragments of bricks, and animal bones — were

identified at a depth of 2.8 m from the surface (Fig. 2. 1).

Four individuals were identified, all partially preserved.
Individual No 1, best represented in terms of extant

bones, is an adult female (Figs. 2. 2-3). The upper
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eHmuHe (puc. 2, 2-3). BepxHue KOHEYHOCTH KaXKyTcs He
COYACHEHHBIMU U ASKAITUMH He Ha CBOeM MeCTe, HO Hy>KHO
OTMETHTB, YTO MO3BOHOYHHK, OPHEHTHPOBAHHBIH Ha I0r0-
3arap M CeBepo-BOCTOK, IOYTHU IIOAHOCTBIO coepnteH (1-4
LefiHbIe TT03BOHKH GBIAM OTAEACHDI U HANACHBI B CTOPOHE).

TT03BOHOYHIIK F IPYAHAS KAETKA OBIAY YACTHYHO COEAUHEHbI

Puc. 2. Bnycknvie mozuast: 2, 1-2, S — cmaduu packonox
MHOecmBenHO020 nozpebenus N© 1034; 2, 6 — caedvt ykycos
Ha bedpe smopozo ckesema. Qomo: MAFOuz-Protohistoire

limbs seem to be neither articulated nor in place, but
it must be noted that the spine, oriented southwest-
northeast, is almost entirely articulated (cervicals
1-4 were detached and found elsewhere). The spine
and the thoracic cage were partially articulated with
the sternum. The coxal bones were articulated with

Fig. 2.1 to 2. 5. — Stages of excavation of multiple burial no.

1034; 2. 6. — Traces of bite marks on the femur of Individual

no. 2. Photo: MAFQOuz-Protohistoire
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¢ rpyaunoit. KocTu Ta306eApeHHbBIX CyCTaBOB COYACHEHbI
C IpaBbIM HEAPOM, HO He COUAeHEeHbI C AeBbIM. TeM He MeHee,
AeBast 6epIioBasi KOCTb U A€BasI CTYIIHS KXY TCSI HAXOAS-
IITMMHCS B IEPBOHAYAABHBIX OAOXKeHMsIX. [Torpebennast
AEXKUT Ha AeBOM OOKY, HIDKHHE KOHEYHOCTU COTHYThI BMECTe.
Bepxwsis gacTb TeAa He HAXOAUTCS B CBOEM ITepBOHAYAABHOM
TIOAO>KEHHH, TOAOBA A@KHT Ha IIPABOM OOKY, HYDKHSIST YeAIOCTb
U TIepBbIe YeThIpe MEHHbIX TO3BOHKA COYACHEHBI X HAXOASTCS
TIOA ¥ PIAOM C Ta30BbIME KOCTsMU (puc. 2, 3-4). DTa moaHas
IPyIIIa KOCTel OBIAQ TIATEABHO YAOXKEHA Ha TPU OOAbIIIIe
raabku (puc. 2, 5). AHAAM3 CYCTaBHBIX [IOBEPXHOCTEN MESKAY
1M (HAACHHBIM BMECTe C OCTAABHBIM [IO3BOHOYHUKOM)
Y YeTBEPThIM IEHHBIM TO3BOHKOM, TaK JKe KaK 1 MeXAy Tiep-
BbIMH TpeMsl II03BOHKAMH, COEAUHEHHBIMU C IIeet], TOKa3aa,
YTO OHU IPUHAAAESKAT OAHOMY U TOMy e ckeery (N1).

OCTaHKH BTOpOro B3pOCAOTO My KIUHEI (8mopoii ckeemn)
ObLAK HaiiAeHb! Ha iepBoM (prc. 2, 1). Taso6eapeHHbIe KOCTH
OBIAM COEAMHEHbI C KPECTIIOM U PACIIOAOXKEHBI TAKHM 00pa-
30M, KaK eCAM ObI TEAO YACTUHO IIOAOKHAU HA TIPABBIi 60K
C 0CeBOM OPMEHTHPOBKOM TeAa Ha ceBepo-3amap. [Ipasoe
6eApo couAeHeHO He XecTKO. FIckaIouast orpeaeA€HHOe YHCAO
3AEMEHTOB [T03BOHOYHHUKA, KOTOPbIe He MOTYT OTHOCHUTbCS
K IIEPBOMY TEAY, y KOTOPOTO IOAHBIH U IIOYTH IIOAHOCTBIO
COYACHEHHBII TI03BOHOYHUK, OBIAO CAOXKHO PEILUTD, K KAKOMY
¥I3 [IEPBBIX ABYX CKeAETOB (IlepPBOMY AU BIOPOMY) OTHOCSTCS
APYTHe KOCTH B3POCABIX AI0A€#1 (AoTaTkH, pebpa, mpasast
nAedYeBast KOCTb, MPOKCHMAAbHAS AydeBasi KOCTD H IIpaBasi
KHCTB). DTO IOKA3bIBAET, 4TO B MOTUAE ObIAQ HATIACHA TOAD-
KO 9acTb 0OeHX BepXHHX TeA. Tpemuii ckeAem IPUHAAASKAA
HOAPOCTKY 10-14 Aer, ero KOCTH ObIAU HAMAEHbI HA Pa3HbIX
yposusix siM. O6a GeApa UIMEIOT OKOCTeHeBILIFe TOAOBKH Oe-
APEHHbIX KOCTel 1 He CBSI3aHHbIe B oMM (H3e ICTHbIE KOCTH.
Hecxoabko xocTeli 4emeepmozo ckeema, IPHHAAAKABIIETO
pebeHKy 3—4 AeT, ObIAM HalIACHDI B Pa3OPOCAHHOM BHAC. DTa
OCHOBA YeperTa, TI03BOHKH, PeOpa, YaCTh IPYAUHBI, pparMeHTbI
KAIOYHIIbI, ABE AOIIATKH, FOAOBKA ITA€YEBOM KOCTH M 9aCTH
OeApeHHbIX KOCTe.

MuTeprpeTanys moA06HOM KOMIIAEKCHOM ITOrpebas-
HOM CTPYKTYpPBI IPEACTaBASIeTCS 3aTpyAHUTeAbHOM. H3-
HAYaAbHO KOHCTPYKIIUS COCTOSIAQ U3 XO35IHCTBEHHOM MBI
6pOH30BOrO BeKa, KOTOpasi ObIAA YACTUYHO ITepeKOMaHa
U MCIIOAB30BaHA BHOBb KaK CHAOCHAS SIMA B PAaHHEM XKeAe3-
HOM Beke. Bce geTnIpe Teaa 61U 3aX0pOHEHS! TO3Ke. 113
JeThIpeX [OrpeOeHHBIX, 10 KpaiHell Mepe, ABO€ — B3POC-
ABIHl My>KUMHA U sKeHIUHA (epBbIil 1 BTOPOIl CKEAETHI),
OBIAM 3aXOPOHEHbI pParMeHTAPHO: SICHO, YTO UX IOAOXKUAH
B MY B TOM Xe QpU3HIeCKOM COCTOSHHH, B KOTOPOM OHH
HAXOAMAKCB, T.€. OYEeBUAHO UCKAACYEHHBIMU (BOZMOXKHO
TIOCA€ YaCTUYHO# eCTeCTBEHHON MyMUPHKAIUH).
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the right femur, but disarticulated with the left. How-
ever, the left tibia and the left foot seemed to be in
their original positions. The individual was laid on her
left side (lateral decubitus position), with the lower
limbs bent together. The upper body was no longer
in its original position, the head (posed on its right
side), the mandible, and the first four cervical verte-
brae were articulated, and placed under and against
the pelvis (Figs. 2. 3-4). This entire group of bones
was carefully fixed atop three large pebbles (Fig. 2.
S). Analysis of the articular surfaces between the fifth
cervical vertebra (found in position with the rest of
the spine) and the fourth cervical vertebra, as well as
the articular surfaces between the first three vertebra
which were connected to the neck, revealed that they
belong to the same subject (individual no. 1).

The remains of a second adult male (Individual no.
2) were found on top of the first individual (Fig. 2. 1).
The coxal bones were articulated with the sacrum and
positioned as if the individual was partially placed on his
right side with an axial orientation of the body toward
the northwest. The right femur was loosely articulated
and had been rotated to lie on its posterior side. Except
for a certain number of osteological elements of the spine
that could not correspond to the individual no. 1 — who
possessed a complete and almost entirely articulated
spine — it was difficult to decide to which of the first
two individuals (no. 1 or no. 2) the other identified adult
bones belonged (scapulas, ribs, right humerus, proximal
radius, and corresponding left hand). This shows that
only a section of both upper bodies of these individuals
were found in the tomb.

Individual no. 3 was a subadult between 10-14 years
old, found at different levels throughout the pit, with both
femurs showing unossified femoral heads and metacarpals
(epiphyses unfused).

Finally, several elements of the Individual no. 4, a child
between 3-4 years old, were found dispersed. These ele-
ments include the basal of the cranium, vertebrae, ribs,
the manubrium, fragments of the clavicle, two scapulae,
epiphysis (head) of a humerus, and the remains of a femur.

The interpretation of such a complex funerary structure
remains difficult. Indeed, the structure initially consisted
of a silo dating to the Bronze Age, which was partially re-
dug and reused later still as a silo during the Early Iron Age.
It is after this point that the four bodies were buried. At
least two of them, an adult man and a woman (Individu-
als no. 1 and no. 2) were buried fragmented: it is indeed
clear that they were placed in the pit in the same physical
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IToroskeHME rOAOBBI B3pOCAOM SKEHIIUHBI HA TPEX TaAb-
KaX, OpPUeHTHPOBAHHOM Ha 3aIlaA U AUIIOM, TIOBEPHYTHIM
Ha ceBep (puc. 2, S), IO3BOASET IOHSATH MCIIOAB30BAHHBIA
HIOXOPOHHBI puTyaA. CKeAeT PaCTIOAOKEH B OCEBOM OpUeH-
THPOBKe C JOT0-3aI1aAa Ha CEBePO-BOCTOK, Yepert IIOAOKEeH
MeXAy OeAPEHHOM KOCTBIO U IITKOM AeBoi1 Hory. Kak panee
OBIAO OTMEYEHO, BTOPOI CKEAET PACIIOAATAACS IIPSIMO Ha
IIepBOM CKeAeTe M OPHEHTHPOBAH Ha CeBePO-3alla.

IIpeaBapuTeAbHOE H3y4YeHHE COXPAHHUBIINXCS KOCTEHN
He BBISIBASIET HA UX IIOBEPXHOCTH KaKHX-AHOO oIpepe-
AEHHBIX CACAOB ITOPE30B AU MHBIX 3MeHeHuH. Kaxk mo-
Ka3bIBaeT COCTOSIHUE COYACHEHHI MEXAY KOCTSMHU B 9TOM
3aXOPOHEHHH, Pa3pe3aHne CBEeXKEro TPyIa IPOHUCXOAUAO
BCKOpe IocAe cMepTu. BTopoii ckeaeT AOAXKeH ObIA Bpe-
MEHHO OCTaBaThCsI HEIIOIPeOeHHBIM, CYAS II0 CAEAAM YKY-
COB Ha HIDKHeT YacTh Auadusa mpasoro beapa. [Tpupoaa
CA€AOB YKYyCa yKasblBaeT Ha KpPelKHe YeAIOCTHU U IPeA-
TIOAAraeT, YTO OHH He IPUHAAAEKAT HOPHBIM 3BepbKaM,
KOTOpBbIe 06beAAI0T TeAo TocAe norpebennus (puc. 2, 6).
CoBepieHHO HEMOAHbIE KOCTU TPEThero 1 YeTBEPTOTO
Cy6beKTOB, MOrpebeHHbIX B 3aMKHYTOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE,
OBIAY IIPHHECEHBI U3 APYTOTO MECTa, FA€ OHU U3HAYAABHO
pasAaraAuch. Bo3aMoxHO, 3TO GBIAO TaM Ke, TA€ ACPKAAU
BTOpPOE TeAO, IIepeA TeM Kak 3aXOpPOHUTD €ro B 9TOM sIMe.
AaeT AM 3TO TpsIMOe AOKA3aTEAbCTBO CYIeCTBOBAHHUS
CBOETO poaa daxmvl’ B AAHHBI eprop? TpyaHO cperats
IOAOOHOE 3aKAIOUeHHe, OCHOBBIBASICh HA TEKYILleM CO-
CTOSIHUH HAIIeTO HCCAGAOBAHHSL.

BropuuHoe rpynnosoe norpe6enne B X03sIiCTBEHHOM
sime SU 4058

ITorpe6enue 6b1A0 HAFAEHO B OOABIION XO3SHCTBEHHOM
sIMe, JACTHYHO BCKPBITON y36eKCKUMHU Koaseramu B 90-e
TOABI, €8 PACKOIIKM ObIAU HEAAQBHO 3aBepIleHbl Hallei
rpymoi. CAOXKHO onpeAeAuTb pOpMY SMBbI, HO MbI CMOTAM
BBLICHUTD, YTO HAaIIOAHEHHUE TIOAPA3AEASETCS Ha ABA pas-
HBIX cA0st ocapakoB (puc. 3, 1). Ilepsbuit (Bepxuuit) caoit
JK@ATOBATOTO OTTEeHKA M 04eHb MAOTHBIH. I 1o Bcet maomra-
AH B TIEPBBIA CAOM BPe3aAUCh MAAEHbKHE IMKU PaHHETO
>KeAe3HOro BeKa. Bropoii cAoil BHUM3Y HallOAHEH TAMHOM.
Hipxnawuit caoit copepskas cMech MHOTOYHCAEHHBIX KOCTeH
ATOA€#1 M )KHBOTHBIX, MHOXKECTBO OOABIINX KEPAMUYECKHUX
$parMeHTOB, AATUPYEMBIX PA3AUYHBIME IIEPHOAAMU OPOH-
30BOTO M PAHHETO JKeAe3HOro BeKa. PacKONKM HIDKHEro
CAOSl, COCTOAIEro U3 TATH mpocaoexk (puc. 3, 2-6) mo-
3BOAMAU YBUAETb, YTO YeAOBEYECKHE OCTAHKH Pa3dpOCaHbI
U He NIMEIOT MeXAy co60i1 HuKakoil csi3u. He BbisiBaeHO
KaKUX-AM00 H3MeHEeHHI Ha IOBEPXHOCTH YeAOBEYeCKUX
KOCTeM M3-3a MX IIAOXOM COXPAaHHOCTH: OHM HAXOAUAUCDH
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condition as they were found, that is, relatively mutilated
(maybe after a partially natural mummification).

The position of the head of the female adult individual
no. 1 on three pebbles, oriented to the west with the face
turned north, provides an understanding of the funerary
practices involved (Figs. 2. S). The rest of the body was
placed with an axial orientation very close to southwest-
northeast, and care was taken to place the cranium be-
tween the buttocks and the heel of the left foot. As it was
previously noted, the second individual, markedly less
well preserved, was placed directly on top of the first in-
dividual, oriented northwest.

The preliminary study of the bones, which are largely
poorly preserved, shows no particular traces of cut-marks
or another modification to the surface of human bones.
The cutting of the fresh bodies took place soon after
death, as shown by the state of articulation between
bones in this multiple burial. Individual no. 2 must have
been temporarily decomposed unburied, as evidenced
by the bite marks observed in the lower part of the dia-
physis of the right femur. The nature of the bite marks
indicates a powerful jaw, suggesting that they do not
belong to a burrowing animal that disturbed the body
after burial (Fig. 2. 6). Buried in a sealed space, the very
incomplete bones of the third and fourth individuals
were taken from another area where they were initially
allowed to decompose, perhaps the same area where
the Individual no. 2 was kept before being buried in this
spot. Does this constitute indirect proof of the existence
of a sort of dakhma’ during this period? It is difficult to
make such a conclusion based on the present state of
our research.

Secondary Silo Burial SU 4058

The ensemble was found in a large silo, partially opened
by our Uzbek colleagues in the 1990s and completed by
our team. The form of the pit is difficult to identify, but
we were able to determine that the fill was subdivided into
two very different layers of sediment (Fig. 3. 1). The first
(upper) was yellowish and very compact, while the second
layer underneath is filled with clay. Throughout its history,
the first layer had been cut into by small Early Iron Age pits.
The bottom layer, however, contained a mix of numerous
human and animal bones, as well as many large ceramic
fragments dating to different periods of the Bronze and
Early Iron Ages. The excavation of the lower layer in five
levels (Figs. 3. 2-6) enabled us to see that the human
remains were dispersed and presented no particular con-
nection to each other.
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B PaCYA€HEHHOM COCTOSIHHHU, OAHU OBIAU OYeHb CyXue,
APYTHeE >Ke IOAHOCTBIO $ParMeHTHUPOBAHbI.
AHTPOIIOAOTMYECKUH AaHAAU3 KOCTEeH II03BOAHA OITpe-
AEAHTH BOCEMb Y€AOBEYECKUX 0CO0Oeil: 4eTBEPO B3POCABIX
(yCTaHOBAeHme IO YeThIpeM ITPaBbIM 6eApaM) U YeTBepo
AeTell pa3sAMdHOTo Bo3pacTa. IlocaepHss rpymma Bkaroda-
Aa B cebs HOBOPOXAEHHOTO (OHpeAEAéH II0 IIOAB3AOIII-
HOH KOCTH), pebenka B Bospacre 1-4 ropa (OHPeAEAeH
IO MACTHOM KOCTH); MOAPOCTKa B BodpacTe 10-14 aer
(OHPEAeAeH 10 HIDKHEH YeAIOCTH M YaCTUIHOMY BBIXOAY
3y6013) M MOAOAOTO YyeAoBeka 15-19 aet, onpeaea€HHOTO
IO AMICTAABHOMY a1udu3y beapa 6e3 cpaieHus.
VHTepecHO OTMETHTD, YTO BEPXHsI YaCTh HIXKHETO
CAO$1, COAEpPIKAIero KOCTH, OKa3aAach 3aKPhITON PSAOM
AOBOABHO KPYIIHBIX KAMHel, KOTOpble 0003HAYHAN Ha-
MepeHHOe U CHUMBOAMYECKOEe 3aKphITHe IIPOCTPAaHCTBA
(pnc. 3, 1). Yro kacaeTcs HAXOAOK KOCTeil, TO BCe dAe-

Puc. 3. Bnycknas mozura SU 4058: 3, 1 — cmpamuzpa-
Puueckuii paspes ¢ 08yms pasHbIMU CAOSMU OMAOHEHUL; 3,
2-3, § — pasauunvte x00vt packonok. Qomo: MAFOuz-
Protohistoire

Our analysis did not reveal any modifications on
the surface of the human bones, because they were poorly
preserved and difficult to read, especially since they had
been deposited in an already disarticulated state, were
very dry, and some bones were fragmentary.

The anthropological analysis of the bones allowed the iden-
tification of eight people, including four adults (determined by
four right femurs) and four subadults of different age groups.
The group of subadults included a perinate, identified by the il-
ium; a child aged 1-4 years, identified by the metacarpals;
an adolescent, aged 1014, identified by the mandible and
partial dental eruption; and finally a young adult, aged 15-19,
identified by the distal epiphysis of a femur showing no fusion.

It is interesting to note that the upper part of the lower
layer containing the bones appears to have been closed off
with a row of rather large stones, which delineate an inten-

tional and symbolic closure of the area (Fig. 3. 1). In terms

Fig. 3. Secondary grave of SU 40S88: 3. 1- Stratigraphic section
with two different layers of sediments; 3. 2-3. S. — Various

passes of the excavation. Photo: MAFOuz-Protohistoire
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MEHTBI CKEAETOB NMPUCYTCTBYIOT 32 HCKAIOYEHHEM He-
CKOABKHX OTAEABHBIX 3y60B. Hepera u oceBble YacTH TeAa
(pebpa 1 MO3BOHKHM) B3POCABIX M IOAPOCTKOB IIPEACTaB-
A€HBI IOAHEE BCEro, IPUCYTCTBYIOT TaKXKe OKOCTEHEBIIHe
Ta30Bble KOCTU MOAPOCTKOB. VI3 AAMHHBIX KOCTeH Yaie
3aIKCMPOBaHa HIDKHSS acTh cKeAeToB (6eapa, 60abmas
6ep1oBast KOCTb U CTyNHH). HaXOAKH KOCTHBIX OCTaHKOB
KUCTel PyK peaku. Takas cuTyanus XxapakTepHa AAsL BTO-
PHUYHbIX 3aXOPOHEHUH, KOTAQ TEAO TIOAHOCTDIO PAa3AOXKH-
AOCb, MAM KOCTH OYHMIIAAMCD OT MAOTH (excarnation), 4To
3aCBUAETEAbCTBOBAHO OTCYTCTBHEM MAaAEHbKHX KOCTHBIX
9AEMEHTOB, TAKUX, KaK 3yObl HAM HEYCTONYMBbIE CYCTABbL.

OcHOBbIBasICH HA AaHAAM3E KOCTEH IIEPBOTO M YeTBep-
TOrO Cy6beKTOB, IpymmnoBoe 3axoponeHue N01034 Ha
LUTaAeAr AKAPKyTaHa MOXKET ObITh AATHPOBAHO MEXAY
XIII 1 XI BB. A0 H.3.%. B AQHHBIFT MOMEHT 3TO CaMble APEB-
HUE AATBI, IOAYYeHHbIe AASL MOTHUA PaHHETO 5KeAe3HOTO
Beka Ha AskapkyraHe. SIma SU 4058 copepsxasa pasbpo-
CaHHbIe KOCTH, KOTOPbI€ IIEPEKPBIBAA CAOM U MAA€HDKas
sIMa, KOTOPasi MOXeT OBITh AATHPOBAHA KePAMHUYECKUMHU
MaTepUaAAMH PaHHETO XKEAe3HOI'O BeKa.

CaepyeT OTMETHTD, UTO IIPH PACKOIKAX, IPOBEACHHBIX
A.A. AckapoBbM B 70-X TOAAX IIPOIIAOTO BeKa, KOAAEKIIUS
U3 OAMHHAAIIATH YeAOBEYECKHIX YepPeroB ¥ MHBIX YeAOBeYe-
CKHX KOCTeN (HCOI‘[PeAeAEHHbIX) ObIAa HAAEHA B SIM€, KOTO-
past 60AbIIIe COAEPYKAAA COCYABI PAHHETO XKEAe3HOTO BeKa’.
A.A. AckapoB oTMeYaA, YTO Yepera [TAOXO COXPAHUANCD.
B cBeTe Hammx OTKPHITHII AByX BTOPHYHBIX 3aXOPOHEHHUH Ha
HaMATHHUKE TPaBOMEPEH BOIPOC, HEAb3SI AU PACCMATPUBATh
3Ty SIMY U TPYTITY KOCTHBIX OCTAHKOB B KaUeCTBe APYroro
HOrpe6aAbHOrO KOMIIAEKCA IIOAOOHOTO THITa?

IV. Paz6pocanHbie 4eAOBeYeCKHE OCTAHKH
YeaoBeueckrie KOCTU OBIAM HAFAEHBI B APXEOAOTHIECKIX
CAOSIX HA MHOXKECTBE ITAMSATHUKOB PaHHETO 5KeAe3HOTO
BeKa, HO OHU He OBIAU OIIpeAeAeHBI 6e3 AeTAABHOTO OCTe-
OAOTHMYECKOTO M3ydeHHs. AaHHbIe KOCTH OOBIYHO pas-
6pocaHbI CpeAr APYTHX HAMACHHBIX MATEPUAAOB H YACTO
HEOTAEAUMBI OT GayHHUCTHIECKUX OCTATKOB.

Ha AsxapkyTaHe psip sIM, CBSI3aHHBIX C OOHTaTeASIMH
PAHHETr0 KeAe3HOTO BeKa, COAePIKAT YeAOBEYeCKHEe OCTaH-
KM, CMEIIaHHbIe C KOCTSAMH XUBOTHBIX 1 MHOXXECTBOM
4epenKoB ACMTHOM KepaMHMKH PaHHEro XKeAe3HOTrO BeKa
(puc. 4, 1-4). ITH KOCTH, XOTS X MAAOIHCACHHBI B KAKAOM
CAy4ae, TOKA3bIBAIOT HA HAAMYME HECKOABKHX JeAOBede-
CKHX 0cobeit. DTO 0cobeHHO BUAHO B cay4ae simbr SU 4052,
KOTOPasi COACPKUT PpparMeHTapHbIHN YeAOBEIeCKHI YeperIl.
B sime SU 4020 6b1A1 HafiA€HBI GParMeHTHI AAUHHBIX KO-
CTell U HIOKHMX YEeAIOCTel, IPUHAAAEKABIINX HECKOABKUM
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of the bones, all elements are present, with the exception
of several isolated teeth. Among adults and subadults,
the head and the axial parts of the body are best repre-
sented (ribs and vertebrae), whereas only unossifiedcoxal
bones of subadults are present. Out of long bones, it is
mainly the lower body (femurs, tibias, and feet) that is
best represented, while hand bones remain rare. These
findings are typical for secondary burials (from emptied
burials?), where the body had the time to completely
decompose, or excarnation, attested by the lack of small
bone elements, such as labile articulations and teeth. Only
dry bones, sometimes mixed with faunal elements, were
placed inside this disused silo.

Based on the analysis of the bones of the first and
fourth individuals, the multiple secondary burial no. 1034
in the citadel of Dzharkutan can be dated between the 13™
and 11" centuries BCE®. These are currently the oldest
dates obtained for the graves of the Iron Age in Dzharku-
tan. As for the secondary burial SU 4058, we have specified
that the pit contained scattered bones that were superim-
posed by a stratigraphic layer and a small pit both can be
dated by ceramic material of the Early Iron Age.

Additionally, it should be noted that during excavations
led by A. A. Askarov in the 1970s, a set of eleven human
skulls and other human bones (undetermined) were dis-
covered within a pit that contains a large majority of Early
Iron Age pottery’. A. Askarov noted that the skulls were
poorly preserved. In light of our discovery of two second-
ary burials at the site, we can legitimately ask whether
this entire pit and the osteological ensemble was not, in
reality, another burial of the same type.

IV. Scattered Human Remains

Human bones are found in archaeological layers at numer-
ous Early Iron Age sites, but are not identifiable without
a detailed osteological study. These bones are usually
dispersed among other discovered material, and are often
not separated from faunal remains.

At Dzharkutan, a number of pits linked to the Early
Iron Age occupation contained human remains, consist-
ently mixed with animal bones and numerous sherds
of handmade ceramics from the Early Iron Age (Figs.
4.1-4). These bones, although in each case small in
number, signify the presence of multiple individuals.
This is notably the case for pit SU 4052, which contained
a fragmentary human cranium. In pit SU 4020, various
fragments of long bones and mandibles, belonging to
adult individuals were found (Figs. 4. 1-3). Finally, pit
SU 4264 was exactly placed in the center of the western
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B3pocasm (puc. 4, 1-3). SIma SU 4264 pacrioaaraaacs
B IleHTpPe 3allaAHOM YaCTHU IOAY3eMASHKM Ha popme 8,
ABASIIONENCS TUITMYHBIM KUAbEM PAHHErO JKeAe3HOTO
Beka. SIMa xax ObI 3areyaTaHa HECKOABKMMU IIOCAEAOBA-
TEAbHBIMHU YPOBHAMU IIOAOB U LIEHTPAABHOM SIMOH AAS
croaba. BHyTpu O6bIAM HAaIAEHBI TOHKHE KOCTH MOAOABIX
atopeit (puc. 4, 4). Haauuue Takoii IMbl B [IOAY3€MASIHKE
IIO3BOASIET TIOCTABUTD BOIIPOC O CTATyCe YeAOBEYECKHX
OCTAHKOB: OBIAM AM OHH IIOAOYKEHBI B OCCYapHYIO SIMy
(2) B LIeHTpe XHMAMIIIA HAM GPOIIEHDI B MyCOPHYIO SMY?

V. TunoAorus norpe6eHuii ;keae3HOro Beka B Llen-
TpPaAbHOM A3HH
Ha paHHOM 9Tare HCCA@AOBAHMUIT MOSKHO YTBEPYKAATD, 4TO
OCTaHKHU YMEPIIUX 3aXOPAHUBAAU TOABKO ITOCA€ TAy60-
KOJ 9CKAPHAIIMH, HO TAK)Xe IIPOAOAXKAAH CYIeCTBOBATH
I[IepPBHYHbIE 3AXOPOHEHNUS], XOTS 1 He MHOTOYHCAEHHBIE.
TeAaa MepTBBIX OBIAM B HEKOTOPBIX CAYYASX PACIACHEHBI
U TOAOKEHBI B XO3sIFICTBeHHbIe sIMBL. ITocAe cHATHS mAOTH
C KOCTe¥ 1 OYHMIIeHHUs] MeCTa, TAE A@KAAH TPYIIbI, CyXHe KO-
CTH MHOTAQ Pa30pachIBAAU MAH KAAAU B SIMbI, YTOOBI BOCCOE-
AVIHUTD C > AOMAIIHUM MUPOM>. UT0 KacaeTcst coobuecTs
KEAe3HOTO BeKa, y KOTOPBIX B3TASIABI HA CMEPTD 1 MEPTBbIX He
OBIAM CTPOTO PETAAMEHTHPOBAHbI, TO, KAXKETCST, 4TO AAS HUX
He CyII[eCTBOBAAO [TOCTOSIHHBIX OTHOIIEHHI MEXAY MHPOM
MEePTBbIX © MUPOM XUBbIX (MEKAY «CBSIEHHbIM> MUPOM
¥ MUPOM «OCKBEPHEHHBIM> ? ). 1 y>K cOBceM He sICHO — 6bia
A¥l'y HIX HEOOXOAMMOCTD PA3A€AUTD 3TH ABa Mupa. [lepu-
OAMYECKIe OTKPBITHS XPAHHAHIL] Y€AOBEYECKHX OCTAHKOB
(LIeABIX ¥ YaCTHYHBIX CKEAETOB, & TAK3Ke CYXUX U PA30OPAHHbIX
KOCTell) TO3BOASIOT YCTAHOBUTD HAAMYUE OTIPEACACHHBIX
MaHUITYASILIE C TEAAMU U KOCTSIKAMH B SKEAE3HOM BeKe. TO
TIOBTOPSIIOLIeeCsI IPOSIBACHIE CAOYKHBIX F HePAPXH3HPOBAH-
HBIX [IPAKTUK TpebyeT epecMoTpa TEPMUHOAOTHI, HCIIOAD-
3yeMOIT AASI OTIMICAHFIS M AHAAK32 HE TOABKO STAIIOB B AAHHBIX
Orpe6aAbHBIX puTyasax (OCTaBAEHHUE TeAa Ha OTKPBITOM
BOBAYXE, PACYACHEHHE 1 T.IL. ), HO TAKOKE M AASl PEKOHCTPYKLIA
KYABTYPHBIX )eHOMEHOB HACEACHHSI PAHHETO )KeA3HOTO BeKa.
Crporo roBopsi, MOTHAAQ SIBASIETCSI MECTOM, HCITIOAD-
3yeMBIM AASL pa3MeleHus U 3amuTsl TeAa'’. HeBo3mox-
HO OTPHIIATh HEOOXOAMMOCTD UCIIOAB3OBAHHS CAOXKHOM
TEPMUHOAOTHH AASI TOTO, YTOOBI OIIMCTD PasHOOOpasue
norpe6aapHbIxX pakTUK''. [ToXOpOHHBIE IPAKTHUKY AeH-
CTBHUTEABHO CYIIIECTBYIOT C OAHOM 0COOEHHOCTDIO, 3a-
KAIOYAIOLIEFCSl B BEAMKOM PasHOOOPa3Hy OpHEHTUPOB-
KU U PACIIOAOXKEHHS TeAd. DT TEHACHIIVS 3aTPYAHSIET
OIIpeAeAeHIe HAIIPABACHHI U, AdXKe DOAee, 3aTPYAHSIET
[IOHIMaHIe Ha0Opa KPUTEPHEB, HCIIOAb3YEMBIX AASI IIPEA-
MIOYTEHUIT B TOM, KTO U KaK AOAXKeH 61T morpeben'”. Tem
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section of an 8-shaped pit-house, a typical dwelling of
the Early Iron Age. The pit was sealed by several suc-
cessive levels of floors and by a central posthole. Inside,
rather slender bones from young adults and adolescents
were found (Fig. 4. 4). This correlation between the pit
and the pit-house raises the question of the status of
the human remains: were they placed voluntarily in an
ossuary pit (?) in the center of the dwelling or were they
thrown into a refuse pit?

V. A Typology of Iron Age Burials in Central Asia

At this stage it should be noted that the dead were not
destined only to active excarnation, as it appears at first
glance; but rather primary burials, although not numer-
ous, still existed. The bodies of the dead were in some
cases mutilated and placed in silos. After defleshing and
cleaning of areas, where the corpses were exposed, dried
bones were sometimes dispersed or placed in pits, in or-
der to rejoin the domestic world. For the communities of
the Iron Age, to whom views of death and the dead were
not fixed, it seems that there was no systematic relation-
ship between the world of the dead and that of the living
(and between the “sacred” world and the “profane” one?).
Whether there was a need to separate these two worlds
is not clear at all. The recurring discovery of deposits of
human remains — complete and partial skeletons and dry,
dismantled bones — allows the presentation of the state of
research pertaining to certain manipulations of bodies and
skeletons during the Iron Age. This rereading of complex
and hierarchical practices also encourages reconsideration
of the vocabulary used to describe and analyze not only
the steps carried out in these funerary practices (exposure
of the body, cutting, etc.), but also the cultural manifesta-
tions of the populations of the Early Iron Age.

Strictly speaking, a grave is a place used for the dep-
osition and protection of a body'’. It is impossible to
deny the application of funerary vocabulary to the di-
versity of practices we have just described"'. Funerary
practices do exist, with the only particularity of these
practices being the case of primary burials, which show
great variety in terms of orientation and positioning
of the body. This tends to impede the identification of
trends and, even more, the understanding of the set of
criteria used to select those interred'>. However, even
if primary burials are known (notably those of adults),
they are rare, totaling approximately 180 individuals
when considering all the Central Asian sites'?, high-
lighting a particular lack of interred bodies during more
than a millennium in this region.
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He MeHee, AA)Ke eCAM IIepBUYHbIe 3aXOPOHEHHS U3BeCT-
HbI (0COOEHHO 9TO KacaeTcs BBPOCABIX), TO OHU PEAKH
U COCTABASIIOT B CyMMe IpubansuteabHo 180 cybpnexToB
CO BCEX CPeAHea3UaTCKUX IAMSITHUKOB'?, 1 OHH ITOAYep-
KHBAIOT CrieljipIIecKoe OTCYTCTBHE MOrpebeHHbIX TeA
B TedeHHe HOAee YeM THICSUEACTHS B 9TOM PErHOHe.

B panHeM eAe3HOM Beke [orpebeHs, IOMelleHHbIe
B MeCTaX OOUTAHY, 3AIUINAAM TEAQ He TOABKO B3POCABIX AO-
A€I1, HO TakoKe U TIOAPOCTKOB. BO3MOKHO A¥ 06CYKAATD TeMy
HepBUYHBIX 3aXOPOHEHUH AeTell B paHHEM JKeAe3HOM Beke?
HccaepoBanus Ha AKapKyTaHe AQFOT MHOYKECTBO IIPHMEpOB.
AaHHbIE 3aXOPOHEHMS AAIOT OCHOBAHMS AOCTOBEPHO CIUTATh,
4TO 0OPSIA IOBTOPSIETCS Yepes OIPEACACHHbIE IIPOMEXXYTKU
BpeMeHH: HOBOPOXKAEHHbIE 3aXOPaHUBAAKCD IIEABIMH UAU

- N e
i

I=Soea—a=

Puc. 4, 1-4, 3 — uacmo HuxcHell HeAOCMU, NO360HOK U pa3-
AuuHble Oaunnbie Kocmu u3 amot SU 4020; 4, 4 — wacme
Huxcreti wearocmu 8 ame SU 4264-2. Qomo: MAFOuz-
Protohistoire

In the Early Iron Age, a burial within inhabited areas
houses and protects the body of adult individuals, but
also those of subadults. Is it possible to discuss the sub-
ject of primary burial of children during the Early Iron
Age? The context of habitation at the site of Dzharkutan
provides numerous examples. These burials constitute
what is doubtless one of the proven marginalizations
that reoccurs throughout time: perinated subjects were
found intact or fragmentary inside a dwelling, but with
no clearly defined funerary space'*. Infants who died
prematurely always seem to benefit from atypical funer-
ary practices, which confine these burials to the familial
sphere of the dwelling'®. The Iron Age in Central Asia
is no exception: with the death of an infant, the steps

Fig. 4.1 to 4.3 — Detail of a mandible, a vertebra, and various
long bones from pit SU 4020; 4. 4 — Detail of a mandible
in pit SU 4264-2. Photo: MAFOuz-Protohistoire
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{parMeHTapHO BHYTPH XHAMIIA, HO 6€3 OIPeAeAEHHOTO I10-
XOPOHHOTO IPOCTPaHCTBa . MAaA€HIbI, KOTOPBIE YMepAU
HPeXAEBPEMEHHO, KAXKeTCsl, BCETAA IIOAYIAAU IIPEATIUCAHIE
IIOAOOHOTO HETHITIYHOTO IOXOPOHHOTO PUTYAAQ, KOTOPBIA
OTPaHMUYMBAA 3AXOPOHEHHS MAAACHIIEB B CEMEFTHOM aTMOC-
depe xuanma’. Pannuit sxeaesHblit Bek B CpeaHeit Asun He
SIBASIETCSI ICKAIOYEHHeM — CO CMEPThIO MAAACHIJA CTYTIeHH,
BeAyIIjHie K ero MPU3HAHUIO OKPY>KAIOLIMH, He OBIAM IIPOFiAe-
HBI, €0 IIPHHSITHE XUBbIMH ellle He PeaAn30BaHo. B AaHHbBIX
CAYYasIX, ITHOPUPOBAHKE MUPA MEPTBBIX CTAHOBHTCS HEH3-
6esxxHbIM. BcaeacTBIIE 9TOTO, MAAAEHELT HE TIOAAEXKAA TOMY
’Ke OOPALLIEHHIO, YTO U B3POCABIE, HAIIPHIMeEp, SKCKAPHALIUY,
BMECTO 3TOTO €T0 XOPOHHUAH B eAUHCTBEHHOM OKPY>KeHHH,
KOTOpO€ OH KOTAA-AM00 3Ha, T.e. B ero ke sxuauie'’, TTo-
AOOHBIE CAyYaH y>Ke BCTPEYAAVICH CPEAN CPEAHEA3UATCKIX
001ecTB OPOH30BOTO BeKa, KOrA2 HOAbIITE ACTCKHX 3aX0PO-
HEeHHI HAMACHO B JKHMAHNIAX, HE)KEAU B MOTHABHUKAX.
AOTIOAHHTEeABHBIE YePTBI CPEAHEA3UATCKMX MOTUA PaH-
HETO >KeAe3HOTO BeKa BKAIOYAIOT B cefs1 OTCyTCTBHE M (3a-
XOPOHEHHsI Ha IOBEPXHOCTH) ¥ He TIOAHOCTDEO 3aXOPOHEHHOE
TeAo. [ToA0OHbIe IPAKTHKHU 3aCTABASIFOT HAC 33AATh BOIIPOC —
SIBASIFOTCSI Al OHH A€HICTBUTEABHBIMU MOTHAAMU stricto sensi,
TaK Kak HesICHO PAaCIIOAOXKeHHe TeAa (IOAHOe MAH YacTHY-
HOe), HaMepeHHOe AU iorpebenue? AAHHBIN peHOMeH aKIjeH-
THUPOBAH IIOAHBIM OTCYTCTBHEM IIOrPe6AABHOTO HHBEHTAPSL.
OAHAaKO 0Ka3aA0Ch, 4TO, HECMOTPSI HA OTCYTCTBHE SIMBL, TeAd
OBIAY ITOAOKEHBI OLIPEAEACHHBIM CII0COO0M, JaCTO Ha [IPABOM
HAM AeBOM OOKY B CKOPYEHHOM ITOAOKEHHH '/, KK ITOKA3aAa
XOpOIlIask COXPAaHHOCTb KOCTEN Y COYACHEHMI, B TOM YHCAE
AQXKe TeX, YTO 3aXOPOHEHbI Ha HeOOABIION TAybune. JT0
yKa3bIBaeT Ha CTPeMAEHIE COXPAHUTb T€AO H AOKyMEHTHpYeT
ycTpoiicTBo MOrHAbL Ho Kak MOXHO OOBSICHUTD YaCTUIHOE
TpyHooAOXKeHHe? B cAydae HAIIMX PaCKOIIOB MOXKHO 3aMe-
THUTD, YTO KOCTH YACTO OTKPITHI 1 AHATOMUYECKH COYACHEHBI,
YTO yKa3bIBaeT Ha PaKT IpeAHaMEPEHHOTO 3aXOPOHEHNS,
6yAD OHO TIEPBIYHBIM HAU BTOPHYHBIM. JTO TAKOKe SIBASETCS
CBUAETEABCTBOM CYIIIeCTBOBAHHS HHBIX IIPAKTUK, KOTOPbIE
CAOXKHee BCero 0ObSICHUTB, HAIPUMEP, PACUACHEHHS.
Cpeau Habopa MOXOPOHHBIX PUTYAAOB, IIPEACTABACH-
HBIX 3A€Ch, BA)KHO OTMETHTb IIOBTOPHOE HCIIOAb30BAHHE
CTapbIX CTPOEHUIT, HATIPUMEP XO3SIFICTBEHHBIX sIM'®, Taioke
KaK U BITYCKHBIX morpebenwit'”’. KocTsixu, HallAeHHBIe B 9THX
XO3SIFICTBEHHBIX SIMaX B OCHOBHOM >KeHCKIe, HEKOTOpbIe
U3 HUX HeroAHbIe. OTpeaeAeHHbIe KOCTSIKH, TAKHe KaK
B Moruae N°1034 Ha AsxapKyTaHe, O4eBUAHO, IIOAOXKEHBI
B TOM BHIA€, KOTOPBIil OHU IIPHOOPEAH B Pe3yAbTaTe IIPEA-
BapUTEABHON 0OPaOOTKY TeAA AO €T0 IOrpebeH s B X031
crBeHHO siMe. [ IprMepoM MoXKeT CTaTh cMelreHe OeApeH-
HOI FOAOBKY H He THITMYHASI U30THYTOCTh KOHEYHOCTEHN.
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leading to the acknowledgement and recognition of
the infant by the group have not been completed,
its acceptance by the living not yet realized. Putting
aside the world of the dead is, in these cases, inevita-
ble. Therefore, the infant is not included in the same
treatments dedicated to adults, such as excarnation,
and is instead buried in the only environment it has
ever known, the dwelling'®. This was already the case
among the societies of the Central Asian Bronze Age,
where the majority of infants are found interred in
dwellings rather than in a necropolis.

Additional features of the Central Asian Iron Age
graves include the absence of a pit (surface burial) and
the incomplete nature of the buried body. These prac-
tices require us to ask, whether these are actually graves
strictosensu, as it is uncertain whether the deposit of
the body (complete or partial) is actually an intentional
inhumation. This phenomenon is accentuated by the ab-
sence of grave goods. It appears, however, that despite
the absence of a pit, the individuals were positioned
(often lying on the right or left side in a crouched po-
sition) 17 and, as testified by the good preservation of
the bones and articulations, even buried under thin layer
of soil. This demonstrates the presence of a specific inten-
tion to preserve the body, proving the constitution of
a grave. But how might the partial deposition of a body
be interpreted? In our excavations, it can be noted that
the bones are often uncovered with anatomical articula-
tions preserved, indicating an intentional burial, either
primary or secondary. There is also evidence of other
practices such as dismemberment, which are less obvi-
ous to interpret.

Among the array of funerary practices presented here,
it is also important to note the reuse of old structures
such as storage silos'® as well as secondary burials".
Skeletons found in these silos are mostly female, some
are incomplete. Certain skeletons (such as that of Grave
no. 1034 at Dzharkutan) are positioned in a markedly
discordant fashion, as a result of the body having been
manipulated prior to the interment in the silo. This in-
cludes dislocation of the femoral head and atypical flex-
ion of the limbs. The study of the taphonomic process
of decomposition reveals the presence of an enveloping
textile (clothing and/or shroud). The excavation of Grave
no. 1034 suggests that an anatomical selection was made:
it appears that the gravediggers brought mainly the lower
portion of the bodies*, and the cranium and the first few
cervical vertebrae are often disarticulated and found at
a distance, but associated with the pelvis. The good con-
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Msyyenue Tap OHOMMYECKOTO IPOIECcca PA3AOKEHMs BbI-
SIBUAO TIPACYTCTBHE 06epThIBAIONeil TKAHH (0AKAA 1/ AN
caBan). PesyabraTsl packona moruast N¢1034 nossoArau
IPEATIOAOXKHUTD, YTO MOTUABIIUKK B OCHOBHOM IIPHHOCHAM
HIDKHIOIO 4acTh TeA™. Yepern U riepBble HECKOABKO LIEMHbIX
II03BOHKOB 324aCTYI0 OBIAK Pa3bEAMHEHbI 1 HIXOAHMAVCH Ha
PACCTOSHUH, IIPH TOM, YTO HIDKHSIS 9aCTh IIO3BOHOYHUKA
He Pa3beAMHSIAACD C TA30BBIMU KOCTSIMIL.

Xopomiast COXpaHHOCTD 3aTHIAOYHOT'O ATAACA U BUCOY-
HO-HIDKHEYEAIOCTHOTO COYAEHEHHS YepeITHbIX KOCTel
AOKyMeHTHpPYeT $aKT 00e3rAaBAUBAHMS TeAd TO3AHEE,
4eM ero pacyAeHeHHe, HO A0 TOTO MOMEHTA, KOTAQ KOCTH
OBIAM IIOAHOCTBIO H30ABAEHBI OT IMAOTU. JTO IOATBEPXK-
AEHO U IIPUCYTCTBUEM ITOAHOCTBIO COYACHEHHDIX IIEHHBIX
IIO3BOHKOB. AaHHbIEe TOKA3aTEeAU 3aCTABASIIOT IIPEAIIO-
AaraTh COBepIIeHre B OOPAIeHNH C YCOIIIINM CAOXKHbIX
AEVCTBHI, BKAIOYIOIINX pa3pe3aHue TeAd X YACTHIHOE eTO
nepeHeceHHe K KOHEYHOMY MeCTYy 3aXOPOHEHHs, PacIio-
AOXXEHHOMY B MeCTaX OOMTAaHMUS MAM B THOM MecTe. Apy-
THe CKeAeTbl, HAA€HHBIe B XO35HCTBEHHbIX IMaX, IIPeA-
CTaBAEHbI TOABKO YACTHYHO; OHU 3aXOPOHEHBI B OOABIION
BapHATHBHOCTH PaCIOAOKEHHs, BKAIOYAsI TAKUE CAyYaH,
KOTAQ OHH ObIAU 6€3 [IepeMOHUIT «OPOIIeHbI>»> B 9TH SIMBI*.

Pa36pocaHHbIe KOCTU MbI CBSI3bIBAEM C IIPOLIECCAMH OUH-
menus (excarnation), KOTOpbIe OCYIIECTBASIAMICh HEBAAAEKE
ot noceaeHuil. Ha AaHHBIN MOMEHT HeT IIPU3HAKOB, KOTO-
pble MOTAH OB AOKYMEHTHPOBTD (aKTBI BBICTABACHIS TEA
Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH B 3II0XY PaHHET0 keAe3HOro Beka Cpepneit
Asun. BrioaHe BO3MOXHO, 4TO CyIIeCTBOBAAU ACPEBSHHbIE
NAATPOPMBI, Ha KOTOPBIE TOMEIIJAAN TeAA F TAC IIPOXOAUA
pacraa IAOTH, a KOCTH OCTaBAaAHCh HETPOHYTBIMY, IIepeA,
TeM, KaK UX TAe-TO XOPOHUAN. AaHHAsI THIIOTe3a MOXKET
OOBSICHUTD BCTPEYABIIIIeCs] HHOTAQ Ha [TAMATHHUKAX PaHHETro
JKEAE3HOTO BEKa CACABI SIM OT CTOADOB, KOTOPBIE YaCTO ac-
COLIMMPOBAAKCD HCCAEAOBATEASIMH C TIOAY3EMASTHKAMU UAU
APYTHMH THITAMU SKHAHIL, Takoke BO3MOXHO, UTO BBICTAB-
AeHUe TeA IPOMCXOAUAO Ha OTKPBITOM BO3AYXe AAAEKO OT
HACeAEHHBIX ITyHKTOB, YTO OOBSICHSIET HEMHOTOYHCACHHOCTD
OOHapy KeHHbIX KOCTEH™ K OTCYTCTBHE apXeOAOTUYECKUX
CAEAOB OuHMIIeHUs KocTel oT mAoTH. OAHAKO, AQKe eCAM He
OBIAO CITEIIMAABHOTO MeCTa XPAHEHHSI — C TeX II0p, KaK Iep-
BbIE OCCYapHH OBIAK 3aAOKYMEHTHPOBAHBI B AXeMEHHACKHUIT

nepuop B Xopacmuu™ —

KOAWYECTBO KOCTEeM, HaAEHHBIX
B Pa3dpOCAHHOM BUA€ HA IIAMSITHUKAX PAHHETO XKEAE3HOTO
BeKa 1 B CyMMe OTHOCSIINXCSI K MeHee 4eM 100 cyOpexTam,
AOAXKHO OBIAO OBITH FOPA3A0 GOABIINM, eCAU ObI OOPSIA BBI-
CTaBAEHUSI KOCTEH OBIA FOCIIOACTBYIOLIHIM.

3aBepIas TeMy, OTMETHM, UTO MbI IMeeM AEAO C MOTH-

AAMH, 1 OHH ITPEACTABASIOT TOABKO 9aCTh HACEACHIS, XOTI
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dition of the occipito-atlas and the temporo-mandibular
joint appears to confirm deferred decollation during
the decomposition of the body, but before the bones
were entirely de-fleshed. This finding is supported by
the presence of completely articulated cervical verte-
brae. These indications suggest the steps carried out
in the complex handling of death and the dead, which
involve cutting up the body and partially moving it to
the final burial place situated in the settlement area, or
elsewhere.

Other skeletons found in silos are only partially
represented and were interred in a wide variety of po-
sitions, including some which appear to have been
unceremoniously “thrown” in*!. They present signifi-
cant osteological gaps that show beyond a doubt that
the bodies were more or less moved, while others
seem to have been hastily manipulated and scattered
at the bottom of the pit.

Scattered bones indicate defleshing (excarnation)
processes that were practiced somewhere not far from
the settlement. For the moment, no suitable context
or feature that can be dedicated to the exposure of
bodies has been found in Iron Age Central Asia, and
we must ask ourselves, if there were perhaps wooden
platforms that would have elevated the body, allowing
the decomposition of the flesh while leaving the bones
intact, before being buried elsewhere®’. This hypothesis
can explain certain remains of post-holes that were
sometimes found at Early Iron Age sites, often associ-
ated with pit-houses or other types of shelters. It is
also possible that exposure of the bodies took place
in open air, far from inhabited areas, which would
explain why the numbers of bones discovered is not
larger®. It appears, after excarnation, the bones were
discarded, or stored somewhere which should leave
archaeological traces. Therefore, even if there was no
specific storage area — since the first ossuaries are
documented firstly from the Achaemenid period in
Chorasmia** — the proportion of bones discovered
dispersed at Iron Age sites (consisting of less than 100
individuals) should be higher if the context of exposure
was contiguous to occupied areas.

To conclude, we are dealing with graves that repre-
sent only a part of the population, although the method
of classification of the dead remains undefined. Al-
though there is no single determinative criterion, these
funeral practices are not always standardized: the po-
sitions of the bodies indicate a certain indifference
that may reflect a voluntarily degrading treatment of
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MeTOA KAACCHPHUKAIINY 3aXOPOHEHHF OCTAETCS HESICHBIM.
Het epAnHOTO OIIpeAeAsIioIero KpuTeprsi; pAaCCMOTPEHHbIE
[IOXOPOHHBIE IPAKTUKU He BCETAA CTAHAAPTH3UPOBAHBI:
PACIIOAOYKEHHS TEA TIOKA3bIBAIOT HEKOTOPOE IpeHebpe-
JKeHUe, KOTOPOe BBIPAXKAeTCsl B BOABHOM ObpaiieHnn
c TeaoM. VIcrioAb30BaHME HAMU TEPMUHA «MOTHAA>» AASI
HOAOOHBIX OrpebeHuit KHOTAQ TpebyeT pacirppoBKU:
BO BCEX CAy4asiX, HCCOMHEHHO, €CTb CMBICA, OCTAFOLIUIICS
AexoaupoBaHHbIM. Heo6xoAnMO HagaTh ¢ caMoro mupo-
KOTO ITOAXOAQ TOAKOBAHHSI, KOTOPBII MOXKET OCBETHTb
Pa3HHUITY HAU KOHCTAHTBI BO BpEMEHHU H IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

VI. EcTb AH CBA3D C 30pOacTpu3MOM?

MoryT A1 HAXOAKH YaCTUYHO COXPAHUBIIMXCS TEA HAU
TeA, IPe0OPA30BAHHBIX AO IIOTPeOeH s B XO3SACTBEHHbIX
sIMaX, IOATBEPXKAATh PaKT CYIeCTBOBAHUS IIPAKTHKH
aKcKapHanuu? MorAu Au 9TH TeAa, BbICTABAEHHbIE Ha
pacrep3aHue XUIHBIM 3BEPSIM F APYTUM SKHUBOTHBIM, ITH-
TAIOIIMMCSI ITAAAABIO, OBITH IPOCTO COPOILIEHHBIMH B SIMY
6e3 KaKoro-An60 0co60ro CHUMBOAMYECKOTO 3HAYEHHMS
1 OTIIPEACACHHOTO PCIIOAOXKEHHS?

OKCKapHaIUs 3aCBUAETEABCTBOBAHA B 30POACTPUICKHX
PHUTyaAaxX, HAYHHAS C AXeMEHHACKOTO IIePUOAQ, U BBISIBACHA
B ApPXEOAOTMYEeCKUX HAXOAKAX M OIHMCAHMSIX ABeCTbI —
B COOpHHUKe PUTYaABHBIX TEKCTOB 30poacTpusma®. ITo
3TOM NNPUYMHE, PAHHMM )KEAEC3HBIN BEK PACCMATPUBAETCS
KaK ITePHOA TIOSIBAEHISI 9KCKApHALIUH. SI3bIK, HCIIOAB3Y-
€MbIi1 B HEKOTOPBIX TeKcTax ABecTbl, 0cobeHHO B [arax,
oueHb 6AM30K K PurBepe, 4to yOexxpaer B ux 6oAee paHHelt
AaTe (BTopasi MOAOBUHA BTOPOTO THICSMEAETHS AO H.3.)
U COOTBETCTBYET HAIINM APXEOAOTHYECKUM ITAMSITHHUKAM.
I. HpoAM 1oAaraeT, 4YTO AQHHBIN [IEPHOA CAEAYET CABH-
HYTb K KOHIIy BTOPOTO U K Ha4aAy IIePBOTO ThICSIEAETHS
AO H.3.,, Toraa Kak M. Boric mpeaaaraet 6oaee paHHIOO
AAQTHPOBKY — okoao 1700 1. a0 H.3.2%. MO>XeM AU MBI CAe-
AQTb BBIBOA, YTO 30POACTPHU3M OBIA y>Ke Pa3BUT B pAHHEM
xeAe3HOM Beke? o HoBefmuM nccaepoBaHMsIM, [aThr
OBIAM HAIIHCAHBI AASI COTIPOBOXKAEHHUS OITPeAeAESHHbIX
PHUTYaAOB H, KXETCsI, 4T0 30pOACTpP HUKOTAA He 3aIIpelja
IPUHOLIEHVS )KUBOTHBIX B XepTBY> . Kak 651 TO HY 651A0,
3aCBHAETEAbCTBOBAHHAS ITPAKTHKA OYUIEHHS KOCTEH OT
IIAOTHU He 00513aTeAbHO CBsI3aHA C MasAeH3MoM. BmecTo
3TOrO OHA MOTAQ CYIeCTBOBATh PAaHbIIe AF0OOTO APYTOro
PEANTHO3HOTO [IPEACTABACHIS, A 3aTeM ObITh OObeANHEH
B 60Aee T03AHIE PUTYaABI MAa3AEH3MA.

AefiCTBUTEABHO, 9KCKAPHALHS TAkKe IIPAKTHKOBAAACH
CpeAH HEMa3AEHUCTKOTO HACEACHHUSI U COBPEMEHHOTO Hace-
Aerunst Cubupu 1 Monroann™. B Cpeaneit A3uu paxTrka
9KCKApHALIUHU U CyIleCTBOBAHUE JdXM 3ACBUACTEABCTBO-
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the body. Our use of the term “grave” for such burials
sometimes requires deciphering: in all scenarios, there
is doubtlessly a message that remains to be decoded.
It is necessary to begin with the broadest interpretive
approach, which can highlight differences or constants
in time and space.

VI. What is the Connection with Zoroastrianism?
Should the confirmation of the existence of excarna-
tion be derived from these partially conserved bodies
or those mutilated before burial in a silo? Without any
particular symbolic significance and with the absence
of a specific location, would some of these bodies, once
exposed to beasts of prey and other scavengers, have
been simply thrown in a pit? Excarnationis attested in
Zoroastrian rituals that begin in the Achaemenid period,
and is understood from archaeological evidence and
descriptions in the Avesta, the collection of ritual texts
of Zoroastrianism®. For this reason, the Early Iron Age
is considered as the period of the emergence of excar-
nation. The language used in certain texts in the Avesta,
in particular the Gathas, is very close to that of the Rig
Veda, which argues in favor of an earlier date for these
texts — the second half of the second millennium —
and therefore, also for the contemporaneous cultures
described. G. Gnoli considers that this period should
be placed between the end of the 2"¢ and the beginning
of the 1* millennia BCE, while Boyce suggests an earlier
dating, around 1700 BCE*.

Can we therefore conclude that Zoroastrianism has
already developed in the Early Iron Age? According to new
research, the Gatas were composed to accompany certain
rituals and it seems that Zoroaster never forbade animal
sacrifice”. However, the attested practice of defleshingis
not necessarily linked to Mazdaeism; it could instead
have existed prior to any religious conceptualization and
incorporated into later Mazdaean rituals.

Indeed, excarnation was also practiced by ancient non-
Mazdaean populations and contemporary populations in
Siberia and Mongolia*®. In Central Asia the practice of
excarnation and the existence of dakhmasare evidenced
as early as the Bronze Age, as at the site of Gonur-depe®.
At Gonur-depe North, V. Sarianidi excavated what he
interpreted as a “dakhma-mausoleum” (room 92), where
he found bones of 11 individuals of all stages of life. At
Altyn-depe, collective deposits for defleshed bones ex-
isted, such as the burial chamber 11, which contained
the remains of 14 individuals, mostly women and children,
in different orientations™.
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BaHbI B OPOH30BOM Beke, HAIIpUMep, Ha maMsTHuUKe [o-
Hyp-aene”. B ceBeproit yactu [onyp-aene B. Capuannan
PACKOIIaA TO, YTO OH HHTEPIIPETUPOBAA KaK «AAXMa-MaB-
3oaeit» (komMHara 92), rae oH Hamrea kKocTH 11 yeaoBex
Bcex Bo3pacToB. Ha AATBIH-pA€IIe CyIeCTBYIOT KOAAEK-
THBHbIE 3AXOPOHEHHsI OYHIIIeHHBIX OT IIAOTH KOCTeH, Ha-
npuMep, B morpebaspHoi kamepe 11, xpaHsmieit ocTaHKH
14 yeroBeK, B OOABIINHCTBE CAyYaeB XKEHIINHH U AeTei,
C Pa3AMYHBIM PACIIOAOKEHHEM I10 CTOPOHaM cBeTa™’.

OTH daxmbl TO3BOASIAY [IAOTOSIAHBIM XUITHIKAM O4H-
II[ATh CKEAETHI OT IIAOTH, KaK H300paskeHO Ha HECKOABKHX
IeYaTsIX’ |, TAe YeAOBEYeCKOe TeAO Ha 3eMA€E TeP3AI0T XHIII-
HbIe ITHUIBI i, BO3MOXHO Aaxe, cobaku. [ToaTomy pasxe
€CAU Ma3AeU3M HAU 30POACTPU3M MOXKET IIPOAUTH CBET HA
MaprHHAABHYIO IIPAKTUKY, HET CBHAETEAbCTB IIOKA3bIBa-
IOIHX, YTO OOLIeCTBA PAHHETO XKeAe3HOTO BeKa IIPUHAA-
AXKAAU ACHICTBUTEABHO MaspaensMy. B ceBeproit Bakrpun
JaCTHYHbIE IOTPeOeHNUs] A 3aXOPOHEHHS PACIACHEHHBIX
TeA OBIAM HAFACHBI B APXEOAOTHYECKUX KOHTEKCTaX OpOH-
30Boro Beka. OHH MOT'YT yKa3aTh HA AKTUBHOE OUHIIeHHe
KOCTell OT ITAOTH IepeA MOMeIlleHHeM KOCTel B MOTHAY, Ha-
IpuMep Ha HeKpOIOAsX AskapkyTaH 4A u 45°%, Kymcair®
¥, BO3MO>KHO, Ha Kanryprryre B Mormaax 65 u 74*. Takue
Ke PUMepHI AaeT Hekporoab bycron VI, rae «pparmen-
ThI MEPTBBIX B popMe paspyOAeHHbBIX KOCTe > HaFACHBI
B MY>KCKHX H KEHCKHX [I0rpeOeHNsX, II0OKA3bIBAOIINX,
4TO pacyAeHeHuUe IPAKTUKOBAAOCH ellle B MOXY IO3AHEN
OpOH3bL. ABTOp PacCMATPUBAET TAKOM IIOrpebaAbHbII
00pSsIA KaK KYABT, CBSI3AHHBIH C Y€AOBEYECKHIM XKEPTBO-
IPUHOLIEHNEeM UCKYITUTEABHOTO XapaKTepa, 0O bsICHSII
HAAMYHE AOTIOAHUTEABHBIX IIOCTPOEK AAS IPHHOIIEHHIT
(xenorad, copepramuit oxpy 1 Mea ). A.-IT. @pankdop
TaKXKe OTMeYaeT, YTO OOHApyIKeHHe IYCTHIX Ba3 U SIM
C OTAOXKEHHSIMH, HO 0e3 4eAOBeYeCKUX OCTAHKOB B II0-
rpebeHusIx 6pOH30BOro Beka B TapAKHKUCTaHEe MOXKET
COOTBETCTBOBATb HAYaAy H3MEHEHHI B TOrpebaAbHOI
npakruke®®. Heckoapko KeHOTa$pOB MOAOOGHOrO THIIA
ObIAM HEAABHO PACKOITAHBI B HEKPOIIOAe OPOH30BOTO BeKa
AsxapkyTan®’. DKCKapHaIHs, TAKUM 06pa3oM, yxKe IpH-
CYTCTBOBAAQ B [IOIPe0aAbHOM IIPAKTHKe OPOH30BOTO BEKa,
IIOTOM IIPOAOAXKAAQA CYILIeCTBOBATD B PAHHEM JKEAE3HOM
BeKe I10 BCeM I0XXHbIM pernoHam CpepHert Asum, Tae co-
CyILIeCTBOBAAA C APYTHMU IIOXOPOHHBIMH IIPAKTUKAMH.
TeMm He MeHee, 10 HalleMy MHEHHIO, AAHHASI ITPAKTHKA
OCTaeTCsA MAPTUHAABHOM.

HeBo3MOXHO OmpeaeAnTs, ObIAA AU YIIPOUHBIIASICS
9KCKAPHAL[HSI IIPOAOAKEHHEM APEBHUX IIPAKTHK, CBSI3aH-
HBIX C TPAAULIMSIME OPOH30BOTO BeKa, AU JKe OHa OTpa-
’KaAQ OIIPEAEACHHBIN COLIMAABHBIN CTATYC MOTPebeHHBIX,
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These dakhmas would have allowed scavenging preda-
tors to deflesh the skeletons, as illustrated in several seals?!,
which show the human body on the ground being torn
apart by birds of prey and perhaps even dogs. Therefore,
even if Mazdaeism or Zoroastrianism can shed light on
a rather marginal practice, there is no evidence to indi-
cate that the communities of the Iron Age were indeed
Mazdaean.

In northern Bactria partial inhumations or burials of
dismembered bodies were found in Bronze Age contexts.
They may indicate active defleshing before the placement
of bones in the tomb, such as those at Dzharkutan 4A and
4B**, at Kumsaj**, and perhaps at Kangurttut in graves
no. 65 and 74°*. This is also the case at the necropolis of
Bustan VI where “fragments of the dead in the form of
cut bones” were found in both, male and female burials,
indicating that dismemberment had been practiced™.
The author interprets this discovery as a cult linked to
human sacrifice of an expiatory nature, according to
an explanation of the “recognition” of the dead with
annexed offering structures (“cenotaphs” containing
ochre and chalk).

H.-P. Francfort also notes that the discovery of
empty vases and pits containing deposits, but no hu-
man remains in the burials of the Late Bronze Age in
Tajikistan may correspond to the beginning changes
in funerary practice®. Several of this type of cenotaph
has also been recently excavated in the Bronze Age
necropolis at Dzharkutan®”. Excarnation had been
already sometimes practiced in the Bronze Age, there-
fore persisted into the Early Iron Age in the whole of
southern Central Asia, where it coexisted with other
burial practices. However, as we have demonstrated,
this practice remains marginal. It is not possible to
determine whether this practice of inhumation contin-
ued in the tradition of the Bronze Age and thus marks
the persistence of ancient practices, while excarnation
became progressively more established; or, whether
these practices are in fact reflecting a distinctive social
status, and were reserved only for a part of the popu-
lation (migrants belonging to another ethnic group
or members of another social group?) that coexists
with the population receiving excarnation. It may
also indicate that a part of the population practiced
another form of religion that executes burial practices
such as primary individual and multiple graves. Pri-
mary and secondary graves would therefore signify
another belief system, in which it was not necessary
to maintain contact between the soil and the bones
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COXPAHSISICh TOABKO Y 4aCTH HaceAeHVs! (MUIPAHTBL, IIPeA-
CTABUTEAH MHOTO COLMyMa). TakKe OHa MOXeT yKasbIBaTh
Ha TO, YTO 4aCTh HaCEACHHS, KOTOPas MPHAEP)KUBAAACD
HHOM CHCTeMbI BepOUCIIOBEAAHHS], OCYIIECTBASIAA TAKYIO
IIOXOPOHHYIO IIPAKTHUKY, KaK IIepPBUYHbIE THAUBHAYAAbHbIE
U TPYIIIIOBBIE MOTHABIL, B KOTOPO¥ He OBIAO HEOOXOAMMOCTH
u3berarp KOHTAKTAa MEKAY IIOYBOM M KOCTSIMU YMEPIIHX.
HecmoTpst Ha 9T0, BAXKHO He 3a0bIBATh, 4TO AQKE ITO3AHIE
30pOACTPHICKUE TEKCTHI YIIOMUHAIOT IPOTHBOCTOSHUE
H3MEHEeHHUsIM B IOXOPOHHOM IPaKTHKe U OTKa3e YacTH
HACeAeHHsI IIPUHATD 00psip akcKapHanuu™®. [Toatomy He-
IIOAHBIE KOCTSIKH MOTYT OBITb CAEACTBIEM AOOPOBOABHBIX
0OPSIAOB M HAMEPEHHOTO PacYA€HeHMs], HO 0e3 KaKoro-
Au60 OrpeOaAPHOTO 3HAYEHHSL.

B Cpeaneit A31u IOXOpOHHbIE IOCTPONKH, SIBHO OT-
HOCSIIMECS K 30pP0ACTPUIMY, IIOSBUAMCH OTHOCUTEABHO
II03AHO, OKOAO IIEPBOTO BeKa AO H.3., HAITPUMep, Ha To-
poaunmax Kamnsip-tene, Epxypran nan nayc lllax-temne,
AaapBepsun-tena u Saanrrym-rene®. B redeHne nepsoro
THICSTIEACTHS AO H.9. MOTUABI ObIAM peAKH Taioke B Mpa-
He™. TlepBble CBUAETEABCTBA 30POACTPHICKHX OOPSIAOB
B Vpane (kocTH, OYnIIeHHbIE OT IAOTH B OCCyapHH) IO-
SBASIIOTCSI, O4€BUAHO, [T03)Ke BTOPOH OAOBHUHbI IIEPBOTO
TBICSYEACTUS AO H.9.*.

Mpe1 651 xOTeAN ITOOAAropapuTh MUHHCTEPCTBO MHO-
crpannbix Aea Opannun (MAEDI) 3a dunancoByio
IIOMOIIb, BRIAGACHHYIO 9KCIIEAUIIUSAM Ha ASKapKyTaHe
B 2007-2013 rr. ABTOpBI IPU3HATEABHBI MHOTOUHCAEH-
HBIM KOAAETraM, CACAABIINM BKAQAA B ITyOAUKAIIHIO 9TOM
craTbu: Y. Paxmanosy, M. Xacanosy, A. MckanpepoBsoi,
1. AmMupoBy. Oco60 X04eTCsi OTMETUTD TPYA TeX, KTO
Yy4acTBOBaA B pacKomkax Ha AskapkyTaHe: M. Kepsea,
P. Bera, A. CapmuenTo u A. I'upo.

! Lhuillier J. Les cultures a céramique modelée peinte en Asie
centrale méridionale. Dynamiques socio-culturelles a I'age
du Fer ancien (1500-1000 av. n. ¢&.). Mémoires de la Mission
Archéologique Frangaise en Asie centrale XIII, Paris. 2013.
*Bendezu-Sarmiento J., Lhuillier J. “Sine sepulchro cultural
complex of Transoxiana (between 1500 and the middle of
the 1* millennium BC). Funerary practices of the Iron Age
in Southern Central Asia: recent work, old data, and new
hypotheses”, Archdologische Mitteilungen aus Iran und Turan
45(2013),283-317.2015a.

Topoawie ASKapKyTaH pacIIOAOKEHO Ha AeBoM Oepery Bycrarcas
B IIlepabapckom oasrce CypxaHaapbHHCKOM 00AacTH, Pecrybarka
Y36exucras. OHO COCTOMT U3 PSIAQ €CTECTBEHHBIX XOAMOB, Pas-
AeAeHHBIX HeOOABIINMU AOAUHAMEL. Ha caMOM IaMSTHYIKe MOXKHO
PA3AUMUTH ABE YACTH — IIOCEACHHe M HeKpOIIoAb. [ToceaeHve
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of the deceased. Yet, it is important not to forget that
even later Zoroastrian texts mention a resisting of
changes in funerary practices, and refusing of adopting
the excarnation by a part of the population®®. Incom-
plete skeletons may therefore refer both a voluntary
burial practice and an intentional deposition without
a funerary importance.

In Central Asia, funerary buildings that are clearly

related to Zoroastrianism appear relatively late, around
the first century BCE, as to demonstrate with the build-
ings of Kampyr-tepe, Erkurgan or the naus of Shakh-i-
tepe, Dalverzin-tepa and Jalangtush-tepe®. During the 1*
millennium BCE, graves are also very rare in Iran*. The
first evidences of the Zoroastrian texts in Iran (defleshed
bones in a container) are obviously later than the second
half of the 1 millennium BCE*..
We would like to thank the French Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MAEDI) for the financial support it has given to
our Dzharkutan excavations between 2007 and 2013. The
authors would like to thank the numerous colleagues who
contributed to this work: Ulugbek Rakhmanov, Mutalib
Khasanov, Aysulu Iskanderova, and Shamil Amirov. Finally,
a number of colleagues deserve special thanks for their
valuable contribution to the excavation of the human
remains of Dzharkutan and their study: Mathilde Cervel,
Raquel Vega, David Sarmiento, and Jessica Giraud.

'Lhuillier J. Les cultures a céramique modelée peinte en Asie
centrale méridionale. Dynamiques socio-culturelles a 'age
du Fer ancien (1500-1000 av. n. &.). Mémoires de la Mission
Archéologique Francaise en Asie centrale XIII, Paris, 2013.
*Bendezu-Sarmiento J., Lhuillier J. “Sine sepulchro cultural
complex of Transoxiana (between 1500 and the middle of
the 1** millennium BC). Funerary practices of the Iron Age
in Southern Central Asia: recent work, old data, and new hy-
potheses”, Archiologische Mitteilungenaus Iran und Turan 45
(2013),283-317. 2015a.

*The site of Dzharkustan is situated on the left bank of
the Bustansaj, in the Sherabad oasis in the Surkhan-Darja
province in Uzbekistan. It is made up of a series of natural
hills separated by small valleys. At the site, two parts can be
distinguished: the settlement and the necropolis. The settle-
ment was occupied until the Early Iron Age, in particular in
the zone referred to as the Citadel. The site was discovered
in the 1970’s and was excavated first by an Uzbek team di-
rected by A. Askarov (Ackapos 1977; Ackapos & IllupuHos
1993), then by a Germano-Uzbek team (Huff 2000), and
later by a French-Uzbek team (Benpesy-Capmuento &
Mycrapaxyaos 2008; Mycradoxyros & benaesy-Capmuenro
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QYHKIMOHUPOBAAO BIIAOTD AO PAHHETO SKEAE3HOTO BeKa, 0COOEHHO
Ta YaCTh, KOTOPAsI IPUHMMAETCS 3a [IUTaAeAb. [opoauine 65140
OTKPBITO B 70-X FOAAX IIPOIIAOTO BeKa U PACKOIIAHO CHAYAAA Y30eK-
CKOI1 9KCTIeAMIIHeH oA PyKoBOoACTBOM A. A. Ackaposa (Ackapos
1977; Ackapos, lllupunos 1993), sarem Yab6excko-Hemerkoit
asxcniepunmeit (Huff, 2000), a nosxe Ys6excko-®panirysckoit
skcriepntueit (Benpesy-Capmuento, Mycragaxyaos, 2008; My-
cradokynos, Benpesy-Capmuerto, 2009; Mycradoxyaos et al.
2012; Bendezu-Sarmiento, Mustafakulov, 2013).

* AQHHAs CTaTbhsl YACTHYHO BOCIIPOUZBOAUT paboTy, Omy0An-
koBanHyI0 B Archdologische Mitteilungen aus Iran und Turan 4S
(Bendezu-Sarmiento & Lhuillier 2015a).

* K coxxaAeHMI0, aHAAM3 06PA3LIOB KOCTEN [IOKA3aA, YTO OHH yoKe
He COAEPKAT AOCTATOYHOTO KOAMYECTBA OCTATOYHOTO KOAAQ-
rena aast AarupoBku (Llentp paruposanus, Auon, Opanuus).
¢ AQHHBIE SIMBI COAEPIKAT KEPAaMIIeCKUIl MaTepHaA, XapaK-
TEPHBIH AASI pAHHETO SKeA3HOTO BeKa, TaK JkKe KaK U ApeBec-
HBIN YTOAb, AATUPOBAHHBI MexAy 1262-1016 (Lyon-8212)
1 1209-980 (Lyon-8217) rr. A0 H. 3 (KaAu6poBaHbI cUrMoii 2,
Llentp Aatuposanus, Anos, pannus).

7 DTOT TepMHH OTHOCHTCS K AOOOMY MeCTy, IIpeAHa3HAYeH-
HOMY AASl OCTABACHHS T€AA AASL OUHIIEHUS KOCTEH OT MAOTH
(excarnation) B KOHTEKCTe 30POACTPH3MA [IOCAE CEPEAUHDI
IIePBOTO THICSYEACTHS AO H.9.

$ DT AaTBI oAy UeHBI OT 06pasLoB KocTeit Lyon-8220 (kaau-
6poBouHas Aata [2-sigma] 1263 Ao 1052 rr. A0 H.3.) 1 Lyon-
8221 (xaaubpoBounas para [2-sigma] 1262 a0 1016 rr. o0 H.3.)
us3 LlenTpa paprokxap6onoBoro saruposanus, Ao, Ppanrius.
? AckapoB A. A. Pacniucuas kepamuka Askapkyrana / Ipea-
BapUTEAbHBIE COOOIEHNS 06 ApPXEOAOTHYECKIX PaboTax Ha fore
Va6ekuncrana. C. 17-19. Aenunrpaa, 1976.; Ackapos A. A.
ApeBHe3eMAeAeABIeCKasI KYABTYPa SII0XU OPOH3HI Iora Y36e-
kucTaHa. Tamkent, 1977; Ackapos A. A., Illupunos T. Pan-
HSISI TOPOACKas KYABTYpa oIoxu 6poussl ora CpeaHeit A3nu.
Camapkana. 1993.

"B «CaoBape mpeasicropun» JK. Aekaepa u JK. Tappe
(Dictionnaire de laPréhistoire, J.. Leclerc and J. Tarrete 1988)
AQHO apXeOAOTHYECKOe OIpeAeAeH e MOTUABL: Mecmo, 20e Ha-
X005Mcst ocmanku 001020 Uy 6oAee ymepuiux u 20e ecmv docma-
MOUHbLE CBUOEMEABCNGA, NO3BOAIIOUIUE APXEOAOZY YCHAHOBUMb
LeAb coBepieHus nozpedarbHozo deiicmeus.

' DTa Hpesl IOATBEpPIKACHA HALIMMH TPUMEPAMHU 3aXOPOHe-
HU (TIOAHBIX MAM YaCTUYHBIX) HHOTAA B 3aII€9aTAHHbIX IMaX
(CMAOCHBIX) MAH B IlepeAeAQHHBIX KOHCTPYKIUAX, KOTOpbIe
yoKe OBIAH 3aIIOAHEHBI AU BIIOCAEACTBUM MCIIOAB30BAAUCH KaK
MeCTO IorpebeHus.

'2 MBI MOYKEM TAKKe 3aMETHUTb, YTO XKEHIIIHBI U ACTH IIPEACTAB-
AeHbI B 3AXOPOHEHHSIX, [T0 KpailHell Mepe, B ABa pa3a 60AblIe,

9€M B3pOCADIE MY>KIHHBI.
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2009; MycTadoxkyaos et al. 2012; Bendezu-Sarmiento &
Mustafakulov 2013).

*This article partly reproduces a paper published in Archdolo-
gische Mitteilungenaus Iran und Turan 45 (Bendezu Sarmiento
& Lhuillier 2015a).

S Unfortunately, analysis of the bone samples revealed that
they no longer contain a sufficient amount of residual colla-
gen, rendering dating unfeasible (Centre de Datation, Lyon-
France).

SThese pits contained ceramic material characteristic of the Ear-
ly Iron Age, as well as wood charcoal dating between 1262-1016
(Lyon-8212) and 1209-980 (Lyon-8217) BCE (calibrated
with 2 sigma, Centre de Datation, Lyon-France).

7This term refers to any place dedicated to the exposure of
abody for excarnation in a Zoroastrian context after the mid-
dle of the first millennium BCE.

¥ These dates were obtained from bone samples Lyon-8220
(calibrated date [2-sigma] 1263 to 1052 BCE) and Lyon-8221
(calibrated date [2-sigma] 1262 to 1016 BCE) from the Centre
de Datation par le Radiocarbone in Lyon, France.

? Askarov A. A. Raspisnaya keramika Dzharkutana //
Predvaritel'nye soobsheniya ob arkheologicheskikh rabotakh na
yuge Uzbekistana. S. 17-19. Leningrad, 1976. ; Askarov A. A.
Drevnezemledel'cheskaya kul’tura epokhi bronzy yuga Uz-
bekistana. Tashkent, 1977; Askarov A. A., Shirinov T. Ran-
nyaya gorodskaya kul'tura epokhi bronzy yuga Sredney Azii.
Samarkand, 1993.

"In the Dictionnaire de la Préhistoire, J. Leclerc and J. Tar-
rete (1988) give an archaeological definition of a grave:
(transl.: Place where the remains of one or more deceased are
deposited, and where there is sufficient evidence in the deposit
to allow the archaeologist to identify the intention to carry out
a funerary act).

" This intention is confirmed because we have the inhumations
(either complete or partial) sometimes in sealed pits (silo), or
in reconverted structures, which are filled in and subsequently
used as a place of burial

'2We can also note that women and children are at least twice
more represented than adult males.

Bendezu-Sarmiento J., Lhuillier J. “Sine sepulchreo cultural
complex of Transoxiana (between 1500 and the middle of
the 1* millennium BC). Funerary practices of the Iron Age
in Southern Central Asia: recent work, old data, and new hy-
potheses”, Archidologische Mitteilungenaus Iran und Turan 45
(2013),283-317.2015a.

“Tillier A. -M., Majo T. Lenfant et la mort en Préhistoire. Les
prémices de l'archéologie funéraire, in: F. Gusi i Jener (ed.),
Nasciturus: infans, puerulus, vobis mater terra. La muerte en
la infancia. P. 563-579. Castello, 2008.
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Bendezu-Sarmiento J., Lhuillier J. “Sine sepulchro cultural
complex of Transoxiana (between 1500 and the middle of
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in Southern Central Asia: recent work, old data, and new
hypotheses”, Archiologische Mitteilungenaus Iran und Turan
45(2013),283-317.2015a.

“Tillier A. -M., Majo T. Lenfant et la mort en Préhistoire. Les
prémices de l'archéologie funéraire, in: F. Gusi i Jener (ed.),
Nasciturus: infans, puerulus, vobis mater terra. La muerte en
la infancia. P. 563-579. Castello, 2008.

'S TIpakTHKa 3aXOpOHEHUI MAAAEHIIEB BHYTPU AOMAIIHETO
OKPY>KeHIS, JKUAHINA MAU MACTEPCKOM SIBASIETCS KBa3UYHHBED-
CaABHBIM sIBAeHUeM, HaunHas ¢ aHeoauta (Cum. Laubenheimer,
F.La mort des tous petits dans 'occident romain, in: V. Dasen
(ed.), Naissance et petite enfance dans Antiquité. Actes du
Colloque de Fribourg, 28 novembre-1¢ décembre 2001,
Friburg, 293-315. 2004; Tillier&Maj6 2008).

'S Kpome TOro, u3ydeHre MHOTUX TPAAULOHHBIX OOIECTB,
Hanpumep, B Appuxe (Thomas, 1980) man Apyrux ApeBHHX
o6mects (cm. Nérauday, J. P, La loi, la coutume et le chagrin.
Réflexions sur la mort des enfants, in: F. Hinard (ed.), La mort,
les morts et 'au-dela dans le monde romain. Actes du Colloque
de Caen, nov. 1985, Caen, 1987, 195-208) MoxeT HOMOYb
B IIOHUMAHHU AOUCTOPUYECKHX IOXOPOHHBIX AEHCTB: 9TOT
TUII MOTHA HE3ABHCHUMO OT I'PYIIIIBI SIBASIETCSI HOPMOJ U COOT-
BETCTBYeT EANHCTBEHHOMY OOpAllleHHIO, COXPAHHBIIEMYCSI IO
OTHOLIEHHIO K Y4eAOBEKY, II0KA ellje He 06061[eCTBAEHHOMY.
'”Mornaa N2 1044 Ha ApxapkyTaHe.

18 Moruaa Ne 1034 na Axapkyrase (Cum. Bendezu-Sarmiento,
J. & Lhuillier, ]. «Les «silos funéraires>» de I4ge du Fer en Asie
centrale: dépotoir, ossuaire ou monument de mémoire?>, in:
G. Delaplace & F. Valentin (eds.), Le Funéraire, Mémoire,
protocoles, monuments, Colloques de la Maison René-
Ginouves 11, Paris, 2015b, 93—-103.

' Taxast xxe kak SU 4058 Ha AxapkyTaHe.

29 Kak yKa3bIBaAOCH BBIIIE, OAHO 0eAPO OBIAO 0OTAOAAHO 3a
npeaeaamu Moruast (puc. 2. 6).

*' TIepBoHAYaABHbIE IIOAOKEHHMS 9TUX GPArMEeHTHPOBAHHBIX
AU «OpOIIEHHBIX> TeA (YacTo Bee elje XOpOIIO OCTEOAOTHU-
YeCKH BbIPasKEHHBIX) ACCOLMUPYIOTCS € PAKTUKOM 3aKPBITHSA
KOHCTPYKIJUIT CPa3y e [OCA€e IIOXOPOH.

> DTOT THII MOTHABI MOKET HAIIOMHHATb UHbIE CTPYKTYPbI Ha
mAaTGOpMax, Takue Kak sSKyTCKUe apaHacbl, KOTOPbIE HCYe3-
A¥I C IPEXOAOM PYCCKUX U ObIAM 3aMeHeHbI 3aXOpOHEHUSIMU
(cm.: Roux, J. -P. La mort chez les peuples altaiques anciens et
médiévaux (d’aprés les documents écrits), Paris. 1963).
»TIoTOMy YTO 9TOT THII OCTABACHNSI TEAQ BHE 3€MAH II03BOASIET
OBICTPO MCUE3aTh OCTEOAOTUIECKUM CAEAAM, KK ITOKA3AAH
HeAaBHHUe UccaepoBaHus atoro Tuna npakruku (Delaplace, G.
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"*The practice of burying infants within domestic units, dwell-
ings, or workshops, is a quasi-universal phenomenon attested
from the Chalcolithic period onwards into the historic period
(Laubenheimer 2004; Tillier & Majé 2008).

'6 Additionally, the study of many traditional societies, such
as in Africa (Thomas 1980), or ancient societies (Néraudau
1987) may assist in understanding proto-historic funerary
acts: this type of grave, away from the group, is normal, and
corresponds to the only treatment reserved for an individual
not yet socialized.

'7Grave no. 1044 at Dzharkutan.

18 Grave no. 1034 at Dzharkutan (Bendezu-Sarmiento, J. &
Lhuillier, J. «Les «silos funéraires>» de I'dge du Fer en Asie
centrale: dépotoir, ossuaire ou monument de mémoire?>, in: G.
Delaplace & F. Valentin (eds.), Le Funéraire, Mémoire, proto-
coles, monuments, Colloques de la Maison René-Ginouvés 11.
93-103. Paris, 2015b.

' Such as that of SU 4058 at Dzharkutan.

*% As indicated above, one of the femurs was gnawed by an
animal outside of the grave (Fig. 2. 6).

*! The original positions of these fragmented and “thrown”
bodies (often still perfectly osteologically articulated) are as-
sociated to the method of closing of the structures immediately
after the funeral.

22This type of grave may resemble other structures on platforms,
such as the Yakut aranas, which disappeared during the Russian
colonization and were replaced with burials (Roux, J. -P. La
mort chez les peuples altaiques anciens et médiévaux (d’apres
les documents écrits), Paris, 1963 ).

» Because this type of exposure tends to allow osteological
traces of the body rapidly disappear, as was shown in recent
studies of this type of practice (Delaplace, G. L'invention des
morts. Sépultures, fantdmes et photographie en Mongolie
contemporaine Nord-Asie 1, Paris, 2008.

**Grenet F. Les pratiques funéraires dans I'Asie centrale séden-
taire de la conquéte grecque a I'islamisation. Paris, 1984.

* According to the sacred texts of the Zend-Avesta, the body
is impure by excellence, and it is therefore not a ques-
tion of tainting “the things belonging to good creation”
by proceeding a body in decomposition to the final grave.
Hence, the custom of exposing the dead away from inhab-
ited zones, in areas known to be frequented by carnivores:
vultures in particular are purifiers that will rid the body
of rotten flesh, the breeding ground for demonic infec-
tion (Boyce M. A History of Zoroastrianism. Vol. 1: The
Early Period, Leiden/Koln. 1975; Boyce, M. & Grenet, E.
A History of Zoroastrianism. Vol. 3: Zoroastrianism under
Macedonian and Roman rule. P. 130-131. Leiden/New
York/Kobenhavn & Ko6ln. 1991.; Grenet F. Les pratiques
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Linvention des morts. Sépultures, fantémes et photographie
en Mongolie contemporaine Nord-Asie 1, Paris. 2008).

** Grenet F. Les pratiques funéraires dans ’Asie centrale
sédentaire de la conquéte grecque a I'islamisation. Paris, 1984.
25 COrAaCHO CBSIIIIEHHDBIM TEKCTaM 3eHA-ABECTbI, TEAO SIBASIETCSI
HEYHCTHIM I10 CYL[ECTBY U II09TOMY He CTOUT BOIIPOC IIOPYH
«IIPEAMETOB, IPUHAAAEKAIIX AOOPOMY COBAAHHIO>> Iy TEM I10-
AOXKEHUSI PACYACHEHHOTO TeAa B MOruAy. OTCIOAQ H 0OBIYalt BBIHO-
CHTb MEPTBBIX B MECTA, YaCTO MOCEI|aeMble TAOTOSIAHBIMU XKUBOT-
HBIMU U IITULIAMH, 0COOEHHO rprudamu, KOTOPbIe OYUILAA TEAO
OT FHUIOIEH ITAOTH, CO3AQIOIIEN OCHOBY AAS ACMOHMYECKOM HH-
dexuu (Boyce M. A History of Zoroastrianism. Vol. 1: The Early
Period, Leiden/Koln. 1975; Boyce, M. &Grenet, F. A History of
Zoroastrianism. Vol. 3: Zoroastrianism under Macedonian and
Romanrule. . P. 130-131. Leiden/New York/Kobenhavn& Kéln.
1991.; Grenet F. Les pratiques funéraires dans I'’Asie centrale
sédentaire de la conquéte grecque a I'islamisation, Paris, 1984.
¢ Gnoli G. Zoroaster’s time and homeland. A study on
the origins of Mazdeism and related problems. Series Minor
VI, Naples. 1980; Boyce M. A History of Zoroastrianism. Vol.
1: The Early Period, Leiden/Kéln. 1975.

¥ Grenet F. An archaeologist’s approach to Avestan geography,
in: V.S. Curtis & S. Stewart (eds.), Birth of the Persian Empire.
P.29-51. London, 2005.

* Bendezu-Sarmiento J., Francfort H. -P., Ismagulova A.
& Samashev Z. Post-mortem mutilations of human bodies in
Early Iron Age Kazakhstan and their possible meaning for rites
of burial, Antiquity 82, 73-86.2008; Delaplace G. L'invention
des morts. Sépultures, fantdmes et photographie en Mongolie
contemporaine Nord-Asie 1, Paris. 2008; Francfort H. -P. La
civilisation de 'Oxus et les Indo-iraniens et les Indo-aryens en
Asie centrale, in: G. Fussman, J. Kellens, H. -P. Francfort & X.
Tremblay (eds.), Aryas, Aryens et Iraniens en Asie Centrale.
Publications de I'Institut de Civilisation Indienne 72,253-328.
Paris, 2005,; Roux J. -P. La mort chez les peuples altaiques
anciens et médiévaux (d’apreés les documents écrits), Paris. 1963.
» Capuannpau B. 1. Iapckuit Hexpomoab Ha ceBepHoM To-
uype // C. 155-192. Bectruk ApesHeit ucropuu 2, 2006.;
Sarianidi V.I. Margiana and Protozoroastrism. P. 71. Fig. 32.
Athens, 1998.; Sarianidi V. I. Zoroastrianism: a new motherland
for an old religion. P. 185-186. Fig. 21. Athens, 2008.
**Masson V. M. Altyn-Depe. University Museum Monographs
5S. Fig. 16. Philadelphia, 1988.

3! Capuannau B. . Lapckuit Hexponoas Ha ceBepHoM [ony-
pe// Puc. 11. Bectruk apeBHeit ucropuy, 2, 2006.

** Nonecos B. U. CTaHOBAeHHE U Pa3BUTHE PAHHEKAACCOBBIX
OTHOIIEHHIT B 0CEAAO3EMACACABIECKOM OOIIIeCTBe CeBEePHOM
Bakpuu (mo Mareprasam norpe6aabHbIx KOMTIAEKCOB 11 ThIC.
Ao H.a. FOxnoro Ys6ekucrana. Camapxana. 1990.
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religion. P. 185-186. Fig. 21. Athens, 2008.

3*Masson V. M. Altyn-Depe. University Museum Monographs
5S. Fig. 16. Philadelphia, 1988.

3! Sarianidi V. I. Tsarskiy nekropol’ na severnom Gonure //
Ris. 11. Vestnik drevney istorii 2, 2006.

2Jonesov V.I. Stanovleniye i razvitiye ranneklassvykh ot-
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»Vinogradova N. M., P’jankova L. T. Kumsai cemetery in
South Tadjikistan. P. 121-138. Information bulletin of the In-
ternational Association for the Study of the Cultures of Central
Asia 17, 1990.

**Vinogradova N. M., Ranov V. A., Filomonova T. G. Pamy-
atniki Kanggurttuta v yugo-zapadnom Tadjikistane (epokha
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35 Avanesova N. A. Bustan VI, une nécropole de I’ige du Bronze
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ages de cultes du feu. Arts Asiatiques L, 31-46. 199S.
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