N

N

The migration of desire: Chinese immigrants’ accounts
of sexuallity and intimate relationship in transnational
contexts
Christina Sinding!, Y Rachel Zhou', Wei Wei, Yingying Huang?, Roy Cain?,
Hong Su, Emmy Arnold!, Jacqueline Gahagan, Evelyne Micollier, Yu Bao?

» To cite this version:

Christina Sinding!, Y Rachel Zhou', Wei Wei, Yingying Huang?, Roy Cain!, et al.. The migration of
desire: Chinese immigrants’ accounts of sexuallity and intimate relationship in transnational contexts.
Canadian Journal of Infectious Diseases, 2014, 25 (supplement A). halshs-01643850

HAL Id: halshs-01643850
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-01643850

Submitted on 21 Nov 2017

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci- destinée au dépot et a la diffusion de documents
entific research documents, whether they are pub- scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
lished or not. The documents may come from émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
teaching and research institutions in France or recherche francais ou étrangers, des laboratoires
abroad, or from public or private research centers. publics ou privés.


https://shs.hal.science/halshs-01643850
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr

0111 THE MIGRATION OF DESIRE: CHINESE IMMIGRANTS’ ACCOUNTS OF
SEXUALITY AND INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS IN TRANSNATIONAL CONTEXTS

Sinding, Christinal; Zhou, Y Rachel!; Wei, Wei2; Huang, Yingying3; Cain, Roy!; Su, Helen H6;
Arnold, Emmy!; Gahagan, Jacqueline4; Micollier, Evelyne> ; Bao, Yu3

1Hamilton, ON; 2Shanghai; 3Beijing, China; 4Halifax, NS; SFrance; 6Vancouver, BC

The current generation of Chinese immigrants to Canada occupy what are in- creasingly recognized as
“transnational spaces” — spaces that, with the ubiquity of the internet and the availability of daily direct
flights between the Canada and China, span the territorial boundaries of the host country and the home
country. This paper draws from interviews conducted as part of a study that aims to understand the
vulnerability to HIV faced by the current generation of Chinese immigrants to Canada. In it we consider
interview participants’ narratives of what they desire and what they do in terms of sex and intimate
relationships. More generally we reflect on how immigration and experiences in Canada have shaped
sexuality and its expression, sexual identity, desires for partnership and the nature of the partner desired.
Movement between geo- graphical and social spaces both prompts and is prompted by new opportuni- ties
for sexual expression, particularly for men who have sex with men but also for some heterosexual women.
Transnational lives are also, however, subject to new limits, pressures and constraints; downward social
mobility after im- migration, for example, appears as a persistent source of stress in heterosexual
relationships, and was sometimes cited as the cause of extramarital sexual re- lationships. We examine the
values that interview participants activate and endorse in their narratives of sex and intimate relationships,
especially how values or worldviews deemed Chinese intersect with ‘foreign’ worldviews, or values
considered Canadian. Our central intent with the paper is to highlight ways that sexual and partner
desirability is (re)constructed in relation to im- migrants’ new social and cultural circumstances in Canada,
and in relation to their ongoing opportunity for transnational connections to China.
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