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Comparative Study of Two Protest Marches for Disabled
People’s Rights (Spain 1933 — Bolivia 2011)

Gildas Brégain

Abstract

This article aims to shed light on th@aravana de la integracion en sillas de ruedas
(wheelchair integration caravan), a group of aro@@d physically disabled people, who
travelled more than one thousand kilometres in Vdhe@'s from the Bolivian city of Trinidad

to the capital, La Paz. The trip lasted 90 daysn{frl5 November 2011 to mid-February
2012) and aimed to assert their right to receiveallmwance of 3,000 Bolivian pesos. In
examining the specificity of this social movemeahteems relevant to compare it to another
march organised by a group of Spanish disabledlpeoBeptember 1933 between Zaragoza
and Madrid. These Spanish activists were asking eimployment in the government
administration, and lifetime benefits for those wliere not able to work. This comparison
will look at both the environments that fostered tievelopment of such protests and how this
type of action has changed over time and adaptéldet@conomic, social and technological
changes in the 0century. We will also look at the different pati impacts of these two
marches.

Introduction

On 15 November 2011 in Trinidad (Bolivia), 17 ploadly disabled persons started a march
of over one thousand kilometres with the intentadnreaching the capital, La Paz. Their
objective was to claim the right to receive an alace of 3,000 Bolivian pesos. Their
journey ended on 23 February 2012. On the wholegenttman a hundred disabled persons
rallied for this march. What were the stakes of timarch, which the activists themselves
called theCaravana de la integracion en silla de ruedaseelchair integration caravan)?

In examining the originality of this social movenheit seems relevant to compare it to
another march organised in September 1933 fromgdaeato Madrid (Spain) by disabled
people (referred to as “invalids” at the time). $&eactivists were asking the government and
other administrations to employ “invalids” in lowsaking civil service positions and for
lifetime benefits for those who were not able takvo

Over the last ten years, social science researamdérsance have taken an interest in this
type of protest action — protest marches — becauskh marches involve a major physical
commitment and large time investment from partiotpa This type of protest movement also
has a strong territorial dimension and is a wayaaroup to assert itself as the voice of a
community. Protest marches are defined by thetlfeattpeople “walk long distances from one
city to another city, passing through one or sdvayantries, in order to raise awareness of an
injustice among the population of the regions tigflowhich they travel and challenge public
opinion and the authorities.”

2 See Michel Pigenet/Danielle Tartakowsky: Les teimés des mouvements sociaux: Les marches aux ¥tXe
XXe siécles, in: Le Mouvement Social 202:1 (20¢#), 3-13.

% Author’s translation. Jean-Marie Muller: Lexique B non-violence, in: Revue Alternatives non-viés 68
(1988), p. 48. Quoted by Pierre-Marie Terral: Lthiee en marches, de l'inscription de la ‘Marches deurs’
dans I'histoire d’'un mode d’action protestaire,Migrance 41 (2013), p. 42.



The Spanish march of 1933 and the Bolivian marcB(0hl are both social movements,
that is to say “collective action designed to prégna common good or prevent a public
scourge, setting opponents to fight against in otalenake the participation, redistribution or
recognition processes possibfeThese two marches were totally collective, hadmmon
opponent (the State) and struggled for a publiadgewen though the particular good differed
depending on the people involved.

Literature on social movements distinguishes betwereo types of successive social
movements in the Z0century. Before the 1960s, “old” social movemenere generally
organised by the working class and trade uniond,aamed to redistribute wealth and access
to State power. In contrast, the “new” social moeats that emerged in Western countries in
the 1960s and 1970s have less to do with a spedti@al class and are defined by the use of
specific organisational models valuing decentréibsaand local democracy, a tendency to
fight for one cause only, the assertion of lifessyland the use of new, less institutionalised
kinds of protest where the body often plays an irgm role> By pointing out the dichotomy
between “new” and “old” but not specifying the gemghical limits of the validity of this
theory, this literature implicitly suggests thatstkransformation in social movements can be
observed worldwide throughout the course of th® @ntury. Furthermore, the relevance of
this classification is increasingly challenged bgeaarchers. Indeed, some researchers insist on
the fact that several elements connected with “neacial movement can also be seen in
some protests prior to the 1960s and that manyeogmirary protests have materialistic
objectives (employment, wages and social issties).

We prefer to examine the specificity of each sogialyement based on a study of societies
that are distant in both time and spacawing on several written and digital sourt@is
comparison of two similar events (a long protestaneof several disabled persons in two
societies distant from each other both in time gpace) allows one to raise the questions of
the factors that fostered the development of suckept actions, the transformation of this
type of action in conjunction with the economicgisband technological changes of thd"20
century, and the differentiated political impactsheese marches.

The Factors Fostering the Development of Long Ritdarches

Individuals’ participation in these two marches wnag motivated by the prospect of material
benefit (an allowance, a job) only. Literature atial movements has already proven that
several factors can favour the creation and dewedoyp of a social movement: a high degree

* Author’s translation. Daniel Cefai: Pourquoi sehifise-t-on?: Les théories de I'action collectiRaris 2007,
p. 15.

® Erik Neveu: Sociologie des mouvements sociathed, Paris 2011, p. 62.

® Erik Neveu: Sociologie des mouvements sociauggp.

" Taking the approach recommended by Marcel DétieBoeparer I'incomparable, Paris 2000.

® This research is based on a review of the daiyepaf local newspapers in the Aragon regideréldo de
Aragon, La Voz de Aragdmetween 1 July 1933 and 29 November 1933 anditiafess from several Bolivian
national newspapers available onlirlea (Patria, Los TiempQs using a keyword search on several search
engines (Hemeroteca digital Los Tiempos, Googles)eftolivian newspapers are highly politicised andst
belong to private groups, the Church or powerfulifees, which are often opposed to Evo Morales’
government. We have tried to ensure a diversitinfarmation sources and take into account the ameiby
government-friendly media (Agencia Bolivia de Infacion, La Razén). We selected about fifty onlirteckes
about the Bolivian march from 2003 to 2013. To ctetgpthese sources, we also consulted the locagdaa
archives and analysed the videos posted on You@hbat the Bolivian march and two Facebook pagetiemri
by Carlos Mariaca, one of the leaders of the maRetierring to other web sources (Facebook, YouTiga)l
the more legitimate — even essential — given th@ivin activists used web resources to spark awddrast
their actions. For the use of online archives, Ba#ippe Rygiel: De quoi le web est-il I'archivei; Jean-
Philippe Genet/Andrea Zorzi (eds.): Les historiend'informatique: un métier a réinventer, Rome 20pp.
289-308.



of social frustration, the process of constructinganing, the targeting of an oppongnt,
existing resources to be used as tool to sparkaosbcial movemerf and the variable
openness of the authorities to the demands of Isoigements? Building on the research,
we have identified several factors favouring th&sgg marches: a feeling of injustice in
response to the development of concepts such ablels rights and the failure of public
disability policies, the existence of political tkas with resources enabling them to rally
people, media coverage, and a political contexkenfhocracy.

A Feeling of Injustice Caused by the Failure to @r&ertain Rights Seen as Legitimate
These walks were undertaken by disabled personsbeheved that their rights were being
denied. In fact, these marches happen to have ftiof a series of actions led by the same
teams over different lengths of time (two monthsthie Spanish case; four years in the
Bolivian case) to obtain specific benefits (a jab, allowance) from the authorities. In both
cases, disabled people started their protest maafter having already used other kinds of
actions to get the attention of the public autlesit negotiations, demonstrations, building
occupation. These multiple actions had all failaglling a growing feeling of injustice
among disabled people.

The rallying of invalid people in Zaragoza wagyad with a major mobilisation of invalid
workers for access to low-ranking civil servicegab Madrid that started in 1931. On several
occasions, a committee of invalid students at Itietituto de reeducacion profesional de
invalidos del trabajo(the national vocational rehabilitation centredi$abled workers) met
with the Minister of Labour to request better asctesjobs in the public service. On 3 March
1933, Mr Azafa, Head of the Government, had aneamaei with Doctor Manuel Bastos and a
commission of invalid students from thestituto de reeducacién professiorfalA few days
later on 14 March 1933, the Council of Ministerbmitted a draft bill to the Assembly; this
bill addressed public employment and would havetgicinvalid workers rehabilitated at the
Instituto de reeducacion profesiongkivileged access to vacant positions in the publi
service™ Shortly thereafter several politicians in chargpressed their resistance to this bill
arguing that employment policy did not fall undie jurisdiction of the State, but under that
of local councils.

The announcement of the submission of the billgergd great hope among disabled
people. Since April of that year, an associatiordisibled people, named tReo-Invalid
Commission of Madriéind run by Gregorio Paz, had not ceased its sfforbbtain from the
President of the Government the extension of tleasgloyment possibilities in low-ranking
administration positions to all disabled person®whuld actually work* This commission
also asked that access to an allowance or placeimdmgalthcare facilities be granted for
those who were not able to work. Branches of thigoisation were rapidly created in many

® The deprivation theory was elaborated by Ted @u970. It says that people become frustrated vthere is
a gap between socially constructed expectationstlagid perception of the present situation. See Rebert
Gurr: Why Men Rebel, Princeton 1970.

1% Thanks to resource mobilisation theory, we ledwat & social movement does not come into beingowtth
individuals (“leaders”) working to rally organisatial resources; these resources may differ depgratinthe
situation. See Daniel Cefai: Pourquoi se mobilise2: Les théories de I'action collective, pp. 235.

" The hypothesis that political opportunity struesiexist and can favour the birth of social movemenmes
from the assessment that the State is capablgyésging, authorising or integrating a certain degyf social
rallying. It is not these political opportunity sttures themselves that favour the developmenhefrallying,
but rather how they are interpreted and assess#uklyyeople involved. See Daniel Cefai: Pourquanebilise-
t-on?: Les théories de I'action collective, p. 279.

12 ABC Madrid: Informaciones y noticias politicasMarch 1933.

13 Diario de sesiones de las Cortes constituyentéa Bépublica Espafiola, Madrid: Proyecto de legdgior el
Sr Presidente del Consejo de Ministros sobre pifovide destinos publicos, 14 March 1933.

4 La Cruz, Tarragona: La comisién pro-invalidos Ag#il 1933.



provinces to support the cause defended by thetsad Madrid. In the region of Zaragoza, a
branch of this organisation was created in July319@th disabled civilians (lame persons,
one-armed persons and blind people) of both sekesm July 1933, the Zaragoza
commission demanded that some public jobs at tbal loouncil be reserved for disabled
persons (doormen, accountants, typists, clerks).’8tBut none of the local authorities paid
attention to their demands. This drove them to ighbh manifesto in the newspapers to
protest their critical situation and the fact thia authorities were turning a deaf ear to their
“legitimate aspirations® The leaders of théro-Invalid Commission of Zaragozgive
evidence of the inactivity of local authorities, evivere supposed to provide disabled people
with jobs.

Gathered in an assembly in Zaragoza on 27 Augisstbiéd people requested that both the
governmental and parliamentary assemblies pasbilthef 14 March 1933, and include all
Spanish disabled people among the beneficiarighisflaw!’ The following day they met
with the mayor of Zaragoza, who merely promisedrthéat he would review the issue.
Additionally, the national authorities continueditmore their demands despite the fact that
they had the support of some Members of Parliameming from Aragon.

In the Bolivian case, the walk was one of the maajions taken by the Bolivian
Confederation of Disabled Persons (COBOPDI) siri®/2n an effort to force the authorities
to develop support policies for disabled peoplej an particular grant them a substantial
allowance. Founded in 1989, the Bolivian Confederatof Disabled Persons aims to
advocate the social integration of disabled persmakrallies national associations of disabled
people (the blind, the deaf, physically disabledgbe, parents of intellectually disabled
children) within nine regional federations. Its Hedfice is located in Santa Cruz. During the
2007-2012 period, Jaime Estivariz was the headefBolivian Confederation of Disabled
Persons.

Some of the activist and leaders of the Boliviamf€deration of Disabled Persons chose
to carry out radical actions to make sure their aletls would be met, while others opted for
more moderated courses of action. The radical iatgivn the Bolivian Confederation of
Disabled Persons performed several drastic actioearly May 2007 (such as a hunger strike
and the occupation of public buildings); these@airesulted in an agreement being signed
with Evo Morales’ government on 14 May 2007. Tosdade them from their protest plans,
he agreed to one of the association’s main demarlas creation of a national solidarity fund
designed to finance an integrated support prograrfonedisabled people (rehabilitation
facilities, etc.). Although the government was diééily against granting an annual allowance
of 5,000 Bolivian pesos demanded by the Boliviami€deration of Disabled Persons, it
finally admitted that it was necessary to review iksue and made the ambiguous promise of
a future benefit in a quite smaller amount thawinglly demanded® A year later, from the
end of July, some activists in the Bolivian Confedi@en of Disabled Persons began their
radical actions (hunger strike, violent protest chas, occupation of industrial facilities)
again to demand the introduction of an annual alove of 3,000 Bolivian pesos. Their
actions were supported by the leaders and actigbtshdependence organisations, and
especially the Santa Cruz Youth Uniobnfon Juvenil Crucefis)a during the protest
marches in the Santa Cruz city centre. On 21 Aug088, the Parliamentary Assembly

15 | etter from Miguel Duaso Marcén to the Mayor of@goza, 11 August 1933, in: Archive of the City IHzl
Zaragoza (AAZ): Government Section, Box 3376, Doentmo. 3422/1933.

1 Heraldo de Aragén: Un manifiesto, 9 August 19334.p

7 Letter from Miguel Duaso Marcén to the Governmefrthe Spanish Republic, 27 August 1933, in: Arehdd
the City Hall of Zaragoza (AAZ): Government Secti@ox 3376, Document no. 3422/1933.

18 Los Tiempos: Discapacitados levantan huelga tragerdo, 16 May 2007, available online at:
http://www.lostiempos.com/diario/actualidad/nacib2@070516/discapacitados-levantan-huelga-tras-
acuerdo_10698 11881.html (accessed on 6 March 2014)



adopted a law creating a national solidarity angadéity fund for disabled people financed by
an annual direct debit of 40 million Bolivian pedgasm the National Treasury. Going against
the desires of the Bolivian Confederation of DisabPersons, which wanted this fund to
finance annual allowances above all, the use dfetliends was not specified in the law and
remained subject to future regulations. Eventualhgse funds were used exclusively to
finance the ten new integrated rehabilitation e&in the country.

Dissatisfied with the content of this agreementdigal activists in the Bolivian
Confederation of Disabled Persons repeated theitegt actions in August 2009, october
2010 and January 2011, demanding an allowance(0®803Bolivian pesos. Each time the
government managed to end these radical actiongsing political repression against the
protesters and signing agreements with some ofibiee moderate leaders of the Bolivian
Confederation of Disabled Persons. Each time thgemonent promised to consult
organisations on the use of the national soliddtityd, or promised to introduce an annual
benefit.

In autumn 2011, Jaime Estivariz defended the BativConfederation of Disabled Persons’
proposals by submitting a bill to Parliament on phneferential treatment of disabled people;
the bill provided for an integrated protection gyst and the annual payment of\avir bien’
(live well) pension in the amount of 3,000 pesastfie seriously disabled who cannot wotk.
Seventy percent of the national fund’'s annual resssuwould be used to pay this pension.
This preliminary bill also proposed a mandatoryngrquota of ten percent disabled persons
in the civil service and public companies.

At the same time, the government prepared a neilvabidl consulted the Bolivian
Confederation of Disabled Persons; but differerafespinion remained, especially about the
amount and recipients of the pension and the leiville mandatory employment quota.

Leaders Rely on Association Structures to Recroitirteers

In both cases, the protest marches were launchetedners with different (economic,
intellectual, political and media coverage) researthat they used to organise the marches
and publicise them. They used their associatioasburces to recruit volunteers for the
protest marches. Unlike the Spanish march orgafigexhe man, the Bolivian march was led
by several men with different profiles. Howeverusmes do not allow us to analyse the
hierarchy within each social movement or how thitigpants perceived their leaders.

In the Bolivian case, the organisers of the mararewthe leaders of the Bolivian
Confederation of Disabled Persons, most of whoradiin the Santa Cruz region: Jaime
Estivariz Bustillos, Camilo Bianchi, Carlos Maria¢gy Pedriel and Mario Torrico Canaviri.
They are physically disabled men with extensivéevesttexperience, who have taken part in
previous radical actions by the Bolivian Confederabf Disabled Persons. Jaime Estivariz is
a paraplegic Member of Parliament who belongsCtmvergencia Nacionala right-wing
conservative political party opposed to tevimiento al Socialisméhe left-wing political
party, Movement for SocialismHe is a member of the upper class. Carlos Maimea4O0-
year-old quadriplegic man who can only move hisdhaad some of his fingers and teaches
meditation courses at the Ministry of Health. Mafiarrico Canaviri, head of the Santa Cruz
Federation of Disabled Persons, is a lawyer withaarputated hand. Camilo Bianchi is a
sports journalist in his 50s, president of the pdournalists’ Association in Pando.

In the Spanish case, Miguel Duaso Marcén promatetorganised the protest march for
disabled people. He attended school up to the &46,and from the age of 19 worked as a
storekeeper. He was extremely eloquent and atgh@fl7 agitated for the Spanish Republic

19 | a Patria: Codepedis socializara proyecto de leypreferencias, 17 December 2011, available ordine
http://lapatriaenlinea.com/?t=codepedis-socializamyecto-de-ley-de-preferencias&nota=92359 (aamtes 4
May 2016).



with his older brother. His father was a musiciawl &is mother a housewife, both of whom
were literate. In July 1933, Marcén became theesgntative of the Pro-Invalid Spanish
Commission in the region of Zaragoza. He does meimsto have had any impairment
himself?° His commitment was therefore probably due to tisaldlity of a family member
(probably his fatherj' Like the Bolivian leaders, the Spanish leader taltural resources
and political relations, but unlike them he had eemnomic resources of his own and no
contacts with national media.

These protest marches were not spontaneous. Aveaks before the marches, the leaders
informed their colleagues, the media and the aittesrthat they were going to take radical
action. In the Bolivian case, the leaders did nmece€y which type of action was planned,
while in the Spanish case they specified a “macchiMadrid.” At the time of the second
national summit of the Bolivian Confederation ofsBbled Persons, from 30 October to 1
November 2011, the members of the Bolivian Confaetilen of Disabled Persons decided to
send a letter to the legislative authorities, sat th law on the preferential treatment of
disabled people could be approved quicklfhe members of the organisation also decided to
conduct large-scale action to obtain the inclusitbran annual pension in this law. In the
Spanish case, the disabled people of Zaragoza aned{in a manifesto dated 9 August) that
they were ready to start a march to Madrid “to infadhe government of our critical situation
and our rightful claim® A few days later, out of fear of the negative iripsuch a march
could have on the government’s image, the regigaaérnor tried to neutralise the threat of a
protest march to Madrid by giving them two freeurattrain tickets to Madrid so that they
could meet with members of the government, butaffer was declined. At the beginning of
September, Miguel Duaso Marcén proceeded to sedectidates for the march, men only. He
even apologised for refusing some volunteers factiral reason$'

Political Contexts of Democracy

These two protest walks were carried out in diffiei@ntexts of democracy, in places where
the ruling governments were quite tolerant of pgbéetions. The Spanish march took place in
autumn 1933, two years after the proclamation efRepublic and the rise to power of the
coalition between Republicans and Socialists. TakvBn march took place two years after
the start of Evo Morales’ second term of office,omias the representative of the left-wing
political party Movimiento al socialismgMovement for Socialism). This former trade
unionist with Aymara heritage rose to power in Jag2006 for the first time, as part of the
indigenous people’s mobilisation to nationalise cdal and gas companies. In both countries,
the democratic situation and tolerance of protafitsved the activists to envisage protest
marches without immediate repression.

Moreover, in both Spain and Bolivia, the governtsemwere progressive and developed
different types of new social policies. For thiagen, association leaders believed that a new
social policy for disabled people would be possifdlee first government of the Second
Republic undertook a reform of education and pitewal relations, which proved to be

% His legal record for a case of fraud two yearsrl@ives no information on any impairment eitheawsuit
files of Miguel Duaso Marcén, 1935, in: Historigaichives of the Province of Zaragoza: A/7457/00Q005

%L We consider this possibility because of a strarajacidence: Miguel Duaso Marcén’s father is listedhe
city census as a musician (and unemployed persod) Miguel Duaso Marcén fought with the city coliiso
that blind musicians could be hired as teachetiseainusic school.

%2 This fact is mentioned by a leader of the mardir)d Mariaca Alvarez, in a long testimonial on Bwlivian
march, which he posted on Facebook on 2 July 2Bd&ted by Arkano Carlos Mariaca Alvarez: El sueéo d
una reglamentacién legitima de la Ley no. 223, 2lyJw2012, available online at:
https://facebook.com/groups/caravanadeintegragooessed on 4 May 2016).

% Heraldo de Aragén: Un manifiesto, 9 August 19334.p

* Heraldo de Aragén: Marcha sobre Madrid, 16 Seperib33, p. 1.



efficient and lead to the creation of new publibeas and higher wages for workérs.
Government policy under Evo Morales consisted ofeav development model based on
industrialisation, a different distribution of wémand the expansion of citizens’ righfs.

However, the associations to which the activigi®mged did not have the same relations
with the ruling political class and trade union$ieTBolivian government was very close to
many social movements, whereas the Spanish govetremehe time was closely affiliated
with the Union General de los Trabajadoré&eneral Union of Workers). In their speeches,
the Spanish marchers declared that they did noerdkmn any political or trade union
authority?” Nevertheless, Miguel Duaso Marcén had regularammith left-wing parties, in
particular with the Radical Republican Party; amibther marcher, Felix Torcal, was the
president of the National Confederation of Worké@onfederacion Nacional de los
Trabajadore$ of Calatayud® During a congress, Miguel Duaso Marcén said tleahdd the
support of some members of parliament in Zaragora fifferent political parties: Socialist
member José Algora Gorbea, Radical Republic Padyniner Basilio Paraiso Labad, and
Santia%) Guallar Poza, defender of Social Cattssticktnd member of the union of right-wing
parties:

Brought to power by the mobilisation of Boliviandigenous people, Evo Morales’
government often defined itself as “a governmentsoéial movements®*® However, the
actual bond with social movements had weakened theeyears and government action was
by then characterised by pragmatism and aimed &t the demands of a certain number of
stakeholders in return for their political suppdrhe State also tried to place people loyal to
the government at the head of social organisationghe realm of disability, the State had
included the Bolivian Confederation of Disabled d8&s in the negotiations on public
policies for disabled people since the end of @0%. Indeed, the Bolivian Confederation of
Disabled Persons represented disabled people iNdtienal Committee of Disabled People
and received sustainable public subsidies. Howetgs, existing network of sustainable
connections with the authorities had not been aefit to obtain the constant cooperation of
the Bolivian Confederation of Disabled Personsebd] since these regular negotiations had
not met the association’s demands, a number ofvidaliactivists no longer trusted the
government. This is why some of the Bolivian marshimlerated the support of the main
opposition party, th€onvergencia Nacional

One of the biggest differences between the polisitaations in Bolivia and Spain comes
from the multiplicity and division of the Spanisloliical elites in power compared to the
cohesion of the political elites in the Movement f8ocialism in power in Bolivia. In
Spain,the tension between the ruling parties hasvigrby the time the march started. On 9
October, ten days after the arrival of the Spamsinchers in Madrid, the President decided to
dissolve Parliament. On 19 November 1933 new @estivere held, which were won by the
right wing parties, because the left wing partiesod as separate parties in an electoral

% Stanley Payne: Antecedentes y crisis de la demiagrm: Stanley Payne/Javier Tusell (eds.): Lar@ueivil:
Una nueva vision del conflicto que dividio Espaffiadrid 1996, pp. 17-120, 29.

% pablo Stefanoni: La “indianizacion” del nacionalis o la refundacién permanente de Bolivia: Contades
y rupturas en la (re)definicion de la comunidaditipal, in: Gabriela Delamata (ed.): Movilizacionssciales:
¢huevas ciudadanias?: Reclamos, derechos, Estafi@entina, Bolivia y Brasil, Buenos Aires 2009,. (#1-
43, 32.

%" Heraldo de Aragén: Una nota aclaratoria: La mart$mbre Madrid” de los invalidos aragoneses, 29
September 1933, p. 3.

28 etter from police officer Ortega to the chief@#latayud’s Police, 6 October 1932, in: Municipatiives of
Calatayud, Box 275.

% La Voz de Aragén: Impresion viajera: Los invalidoagoneses que fueron a Madrid, 5 October 1938, p.
% pablo Stefanoni: La “indianizacién” del nacionalis o la refundacién permanente de Bolivia: Contlades
y rupturas en la (re)definicién de la comunidadtjwal, p. 40.



system that favoured coalitions. In Bolivia, themters of parliament in the Movement for
Socialism formed a single block inside CongressoAgithe opponents of the Movement for
Socialism there was a majority of political forcelaiming the independence of oil-rich
regions such as Santa Cruz and Tarija.

This division of Spanish elites allowed the marshe find temporary support in the ruling
majority, while the unity of the Movement for Sd@a prevented the Bolivian marchers
from finding support among the elites in powerhait country.

A Regular Call for People’s Solidarity and a TesEmdurance

The Spanish march started on 17 September 1933®radti@ition Square in Zaragoza and
arrived in Madrid on 26 or 27 September 1933. Tiudivilans began their march on 15
November 2011 in the town of Trinidad (DepartmehBeni), then stopped off in various
cities, including Cotoca, Cochabamba and OruroyTdreived in La Paz city centre on 23
February 2012. The distance walked by the SpaBa# Kilometres) was considerably shorter
than that walked by the Bolivians (1,520 kilomelreBhe Bolivian march gathered many
more participants than the Spanish march (one lednclvmpared to eight participants). There
were five men in the group leaving Zaragoza: initaid to Miguel Duaso Marcén, one was
blind, one was armless, and others moved with bagtcTwo more one-legged men (Felix
Torcal and Pedro Marta) joined the march in Caladayelix Torcal gave up along the way,
and Pedro Mostajo, another disabled man, joinedh timehis stead. Thus, a group of seven
people reached Madrid. The group starting from i@leid was composed of 17 people, and
dozens of others joined them throughout the maslesbwing that people were strongly drawn
to the protest. This progressive swelling of th@aat can be explained by its duration, support
of committees in a few cities and support of meguasonalities, in particular Jesuit priest
Miguel Manzanera. More than 70 people, includintarge number of women, joined the
group during the last stages of the march. Betvagenhalf and two thirds of the participants
were disabled. A large number of them were in wttests. Such a march was made possible
by tarmac roads that facilitated circulation in wlbairs even when it rained, and help
provided by the families of disabled persons. Whwey arrived in La Paz, dozens of new
supporters joined them, and around 130 protestaxshed the city centre.

Each time they stopped, the marchers called fidasty from the local authorities and
population for food and accommodations for all th@chers. Indeed, marchers cannot carry
much luggage with them, and thus have to counthan kindness of local councils for
accommodation and meals, unless they buy whatrikey locally. In many of his writings,
Miguel Duaso Marceén tells of the very warm welcothey received from several local
councils that gave them lodging and fdddBecause popular solidarity is unpredictable , they
sometimes had to march further than planned, anm stays they had to content themselves
with bread and sardines. Locals regularly offerexiBolivian marchers rice, pasta, coffee and
bread; but the marchers were also the victims afesdishonest municipalities that denied
them the meals they had promised to give.

This call for local solidarity was not intendedportray them as recipients of local charity,
but rather to help them overcome the practicalialiffies of the journey and promote the
movement in order to win more support. Howeverpiactice they asked for a favour, since
they depended on the arbitrary decisions of logHi@ities and people.

The Bolivian and Spanish marchers made their jognearrying all their personal
belongings in backpacks or pushing them along ieeddhairs. Unlike the Spanish marchers,
the Bolivians benefited from vehicles used to cdreavy equipment (tents, spare parts for
wheelchairs) since a truck followed them all theei Following the example of many

31 La Voz de Aragon: La representacion de los inilidragoneses prosigue su excursion, 23 Septer@Bar 1
p.7.



contemporary protest marches, the Bolivian marcheserted to the convenience of cars to
avoid carrying heavy and bulky equipment, normaliyajor constraint on march&s.

The endurance of the Spanish and Bolivian marchassput to the test, sometimes in the
extreme. The long journeys demanded great andmgetb physical efforts, while at the same
time they had little or unsuitable food. In botlses, they regularly suffered from bad weather
conditions. The Spanish faced a hail storm on ftegreoon of Wednesday 20 September, and
the Bolivians regularly suffered from rain and cafdthe mountains above 2,000 meters
altitude. In these conditions,some marchers werearticularly deteriorating health. Most of
the Spanish marchers suffered from hunger and gdlypain, and one of them had badly
bleeding armpits from the friction of his crutciddn the Bolivian case, doctors or nurses
were regularly present throughout the march to torthe marchers’ health. Despite this
regular medical assistance, several people stit@d from sunstroke, bad food and the cold,
and needed to abort their journey. A 55-year-oldh rdeed after leaving one of the protest
actions.

The Bolivian marchers’ willingness to spend so mticte in this state of mobilisation and
to cope with difficult circumstances (cold, hung@ain) shows that this march was a
fundamental issue: the recognition of their humigmity and the guarantee of a decent life.

Although similar factors facilitated the emergemteéhese two marches, there are notable
differences. The Bolivian march took place aftéorag period of deep frustration (4 years of
renewed hope and disappointment). This probablyagxp the time devoted and physical
commitment of the Bolivian marchers. In contrasi tSpanish march took place several
months after the first claims for disabled peopleghts in the province of Zaragoza. The
Spanish march was led by a single man whose ecanasources and relations were limited
compared to the Bolivian march. Moreover, the Sgfamarch was not covered by the media
or by its players in a partisan manner, whereasBbkvian march was marked by the
significant support of the opposition party, thenvergencia Nacionaln both countries, the
activists kept hoping that the governments, whielled themselves progressive, would
ultimately meet their demands.

The Transformation of Marches due to Technologialitical, Economic

and Social Upheavals of the 20th Century

The main differences between the two protest marcie indicators of the political,
technological, economic and social upheavals araimedworld in the 20 century: the
emergence of intergovernmental organisations, tha swings towards liberal economic
rationales, progress in the recording and broanhgpst images, the introduction of new types
of communication via the internet, and a diffenexationship with the body.

Changes in the Normative Framework for Disabledgbe’s Rights:

Are International Organisations Guarantors of th&ights in 2012?

Distant in time and space, these two protest mardegeloped in two different national and
international normative contexts as regards dishlpersons. The idea of a right to
employment in the civil service for all disabledopk& able to work, supported by Spanish
activists, was an emergent claim in Europe duregt930s. This idea had been promoted by
several associations of disabled workers in sonteg&an countries following World War |
(France, Germany and Italy). In these countrieg $locial achievements obtained by
associations for disabled war veterans are pubkntywn. A high percentage of positions in

32 Michel Pigenet/Danielle Tartakowsky: Les terrigsirdes mouvements sociaux: Les marches aux XIXXet
siécles, p. 5.
% Heraldo de Aragén: Una marcha sobre Madrid, 23eBeiper 1933, p. 5.
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the civil service and private companies were resefor disabled war veterans. Associations
of disabled workers and civilians were inspiredthgse social achievements to raise their
own demands. During the interwar period, the Leagfudations and the International Labour
Office started to consider the issue of disabledkets’ and and disabled children’s rights ,
but did not adopt a binding text affirming theight to vocational rehabilitation and
employment? In Spain, several medical rehabilitation spedslistood up for the rights of
disabled civilians to have vocational rehabilitatidout they were reluctant to talk about
employment quotas. César Madariaga, a worker alntéuto de Reeducacion Profesional
argued against a legal quota as long as a climiateust with employers had not been
established® Therefore, the Spanish marchers adopted a ra#dverigea in the national and
international context.

In contrast, the Bolivian marchers took advantageaomore binding national and
international normative context regarding disabpewdple’s rights, but this context did not
entirely legitimise their demand for a substantedh allowance. Articles 70, 71 and 72 of the
new Bolivian constitution adopted in 2009 guararteedisabled the right to be protected by
the State, receive free education and health eavces and the right to work for a fair wage,
but it does not specify the right to receive arowénce. To legitimise their request, the
activists based their demand on previous legigtatacts and the substantial allowance which
blind people have received since 1967 (nearly 5B0lvian pesos per person annually in
2012) due to their indigent circumstante©n several occasions they also mentioned the
possibility of approaching the United Nations f@lfif a law in favour of an allowance was
not passed. They seem to have recognised the UNagdns as an organisation that would
guarantee their rights. But was that the case?

One of the most recent international normativesext public policies for the disabled is
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Digads adopted by the United Nations on
13 December 2006. This convention requires eacte $tatake measures to guarantee the
economic, cultural and social rights of disabledple “to the maximum of its available
resources® The signatories therefore commit to strengthersiagial welfare for disabled
people, developing rehabilitation services and jpliog them with affordable health services.
As for a possible cash allowance, it compels Stétesensure access by persons with
disabilities and their families living in situatisrof poverty to assistance from the State with
disability-related expenses, including adequatmitrg, counselling, financial assistance and
respite care®® The obligation to provide a cash allowance is ¢fwe limited. Indeed, an
allowance is just one measure among a hundredsothelbe implemented, and its amount
only covers the costs specifically related to thmpairment with no reference to national
minimum wages; additionally, this help is limitex“poor” disabled persons.

In their World Report on Disabilit§2011), the World Health Organization (WHO) and th
World Bank insisted on the negative effects of bli#tg allowances, which (according to

3 Gildas Brégain: L'internationalisation imparfail@&ine modernité nord-atlantique: Essai d’histoireisée des
politiques publiques du handicap en Argentine, atsB et en Espagne (1956-1982), PhD thesis, Usiiéede
Rennes Il, 2 June 2014, pp. 119-122.

3 César Madariaga: La reeducacion profesional, Mat®B1, p. 408.

* Presidente Constitucional de la Republica : Decsafmemo n°8083, 28 de agosto de 1967.

37 United Nations: Convention on the Rights of Pesswith Disabilities, Article 4.2: General Obligatio
published on 13 December 2006, available online at:
http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/conventmmvention_accessible_pdf.p@fccessed on 4 May 2016).
3 United Nations: Convention on the Rights of Pessoith Disabilities, Article 28.2.C: Adequate Standl of
Living and Social Protection, published on 13 Deben006, available online at:
http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/conventmmvention_accessible_pdf.p@fccessed on 4 May 2016).
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them) dissuade the disabled from workiign order to encourage all disabled people to
work, these institutions recommended reducing tladlegvances (to be distinctly lower than
wages), limiting them to the costs related to ttmpairment (without taking into account
employment situations), or restraining their dunat{short periods of unemployment, etc.),
and limiting the number of recipients of these wlnces as much as possible. At the same
time, these institutions put into perspective thedfor the State to develop public services to
grant assistance to disabled people and fosterditteet payment of cash allowances to
disabled persons requiring permanent assistanteasthey could select the support services
they need and buy these services diré@tijhere is no doubt that these policies follow a-neo
liberal ideology. Neo-liberalism is quite compagibith this light form of redistribution of
wealth — cash benefits for excluded disabled persemsince this direct help “is a way to
reintegrate excluded people into the economic gaitt®ut disturbing its mechanismg®

The Bolivian government favoured the developmenintégrated rehabilitation services
over disability allowances, which were seen aseatgrexpense. The Minister of Economy
and Public Finances, Luis Arce, argued that theeG@nTreasury of the Nation did not have
sufficient resources to guarantee the sustaineohgatyof a disability allowance. To justify its
refusal, the government stated that disabled pedplenot need an allowance but rather
vocational rehabilitation that gave them accessmployment? Other government members
justified this position by pointing out that anaallance could be misused for personal benefit.

Contrary to this position, the Bolivian marcherkexb the government to prioritise
payment of an allowance over the development te#gmated rehabilitation centres and to
allocate 70 percent of resources of the nationdtaity and equality fund to this aim.
Deciding to do so, without any corresponding budgetease, would involve cutting the
services offered by public integrated rehabilitatservices and the impossibility of creating
other more inclusive rehabilitation structures {sas rehabilitation departments in hospitals).
We consider that this would lastingly fix disahjliissues in a liberal economic framework
since public authorities would be less involved reducing inequalities. By “reducing
solidarity to a simple financial allowanc&this policy therefore ceased to address the causes
of inequalities.

The Impact of Technical and Technological Progiegte Capture and Transmission of
Images of Protest Marches

It is useful to analyse the media coverage of eaatch, because the media can help convey
social movements to new audiences and new panitsipand can directly influence
authorities’ attitudes to social movements. Medigerage of the 2011 march was definitely
different from the coverage of the 1933 march,ipaldrly because of technical progress in
the field of photography in the second half of 888 century. André Gunthert has already
analysed the post-1990s transition to digital pb@phy, which became a means of
conversation when posted on social networks (Faxetmic.)**

%9 World Health Organization/World Bank (eds.): WoReport on Disability (French version: Rapport miahd
sur le handicap), Geneva 2011/2012, p. 278.

“Olbid., p. 168.

“! Pierre Chambat: Service public et néolibéralisimeAnnales: Economies, Sociétés, Civilisations348:990),
pp. 615-647, 639.

2 La Patria: Segun el gobierno, discapacitados mpieesn bono sino rehabilitacién, 17 December 2011,
available online athttp://lapatriaenlinea.com/?nota=923@@&cessed on 3 April 2014).

3 Pierre Chambat: Service public et néolibéralism&39.

“ André Gunthert: L'image conversationnelle: Les veaux usages de la photographie numérique, in:eStud
photographiques 31 (2014), available onlinehdtps://etudesphotographiques.revues.org/3@&ctessed on 4
May 2016).
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We found only four reproductions of black and whiteotographs of the 1933 march,
published in the newspapeka Voz de AragonEl Bien publicoand Luz They are group
photographs taken by professional journalists atdéparture in Zaragoza and the arrival in
Madrid. The marchers posed for the photographethee of these photographs, lined up in
front of the crowd and with their banner readin@f@goza’s pro-invalid commission.” These
photographs served different purposes: they infdrne@aders of the existence of the march,
they introduced all the players to the newspapeesiders (showing obvious signs of
impairment, particularly crutches) and they caplutke moment in a souvenir image. It
therefore has testimonial value.

e T T

o«

Copy of a photograph taken on 17 September 1932lmlardo de la Barrera for the
departure of the march and publishedlanVoz de Aragaf®

Media representations of the 2011-2012 march waueh more diverse, coloured, and
appeared in a variety of media. Thanks to thethiction of digital photography at the end
of the 2¢" century and its gradual spread, the players thewsevere able to take numerous
photographs and film the march with cameras or gghanes. They were able to show their
own representation of the event.

In general, the images of the 2012 march can ledadnto two groups: those representing
the whole group walking in a single line on the @dd tarmac roads (sometimes with the
Bolivian flag in order to assert their citizenshiphd those showing them taking part in
radical and sometimes violent actions in a fewesi(iSanta Cruz, La Paz). The latter are more
common and were filmed more often. They often sbownfrontations between the police and
the demonstrators in a dichotomous way (disabledopeisolated or weakened, half naked,
surrounded by or opposing security forces thatliaezl up). These images have an activist
purpose; they aim at condemning police violence dredextreme deprivation of disabled
people. They emphasise the disabled personss’ amgedespair. These images, created and
disseminated as propaganda, are completely ditfér@m the images of the 1933 march that
were created to inform and that do not show antineg emotions.

Unlike the 1933 march, which was barely coveredhaymedia, and covered with delayed
reporting in the press and on the radio, the Bativinarch was broadcast through multiple
media (press, radio, television) simultaneouslye 2B11-2012 march enjoyed regular media
coverage and tracking in the morning programdoda Pais on thePacefia de Television
channel, which broadcast live interviews with teaders of the march. Furthermore, Bolivian
citizens and particularly the marchers themselvelighed news on their blogs, social

e

% La Voz de Aragén: En demanda de apoyo: Una comisi6 invalidos marcha a pie y sin recursos a Madri
19 September 1933, p. 16.
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networks (Facebodk Twitter), or video sharing sites (YouTube, Dailytion). Some
Internet publications contributed to the buildirffigaacollective memory of the Bolivian march
by turning the marchers into heroes and recourttiegnumber of kilometres travelled, the
duration of the march and the difficulty of the fjoey. However, if the various TV
appearances helped reach a wide audience, thausaxieb publications did not reach many
people. The videos have generally been watchedHhassfive hundred times.

The Political Use of Half-Naked and Suffering Bediethe 2011-2012 Protest March

During the march, disabled people strategicallyaesa their clothing on several occasions
(14 December, 2 February and 23 February) to drabredia’s attention and to sway public
opinion in their favour. When they arrived in tloevh of Santa Cruz on 14 December, several
marchers stripped half naked, got out of their Wtteers, threw themselves to the ground
and crawled for half an hour to the main squarganta Cruz while shoutindgptno o muertée
(allowance or death).

Copy of a photograph publishedBolivia Te Vemagsshowing half-naked marchers crawling
in the Santa Cruz city centre on 14 December 2011.

By highlighting the fragility of their bodies andhdir nudity, they offered the media
sensational photographs while making the publit $eery for them. Indeed, some marchers
did not hesitate to use their bodies as tools opgganda and use citizens’ emotions as a
political tool. Their bodies became “a significamty to show the qualities of the group, or
the qualities they want to be credited witfi.This media strategy worked perfectly, since a
large number of media broadcast images of thimmacputting considerable political pressure
on members of the government, who were seen asditise to the suffering of disabled
people.

This representation of disabled people as miselald## the more surprising given that the
Bolivian marchers were campaigning for their redign as the subjects of rights and they
gave an ethical dimension to their march by nantitige “integration caravan”. The Bolivian
march portrayed a highly ambivalent image of diedbbeople, unlike the Spanish march,
which simply presented disabled people as the subfaights.

6 The Bolivian Confederation of Disabled Personstétmok page is dedicated to the march and named
Caravana en silla de ruedas Boliyia is available online ahttps://www.facebook.com/boliviacobopdi?fref=ts
(accessed on 4 May 2016).

" Discapacitados llegan a Santa Cruz, published oliviBtv.net, 14 December 2011, available online at
www.boliviatv.net/2011/12/discapacitados-llegantaacruz.html (accessed on 8 May 2014).

“8 Emmanuel Soutrenon: Le corps manifestant: La reatfion entre expression et représentation, ioié8s
Contemporaines 31:3 (1998), pp. 37-58, p. 42.
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The economic, social and technological transforomatiof the 28 century provided the
Bolivian marchers with new media impact and strat@gssibilities to legitimise their cause:
they maintained contact with the press and teleniso broadcast daily information on the
march. They took advantage of the media’s appftiteensational images and offered them a
show of half-naked crawling individuals. Finallyhely threatened to appeal to the United
Nations, presenting the UN as the guarantor of tirgts.

The media impact of the 1933 march did not extezybhbd the national level, whereas the
impact of the 2012 march has definitely been tratisnal. Informed by the media, some
international players did not hesitate to join Ire tpublic debate. The Vice-President of
Ecuador, Lenin Moreno, himself disabled, sent #eieto Evo Morales to condemn the
“violent repression of his disabled Bolivian bratié® and offered to act as a mediator to
solve the conflict. His proposal was rejected by tBolivian Vice-Minister for the
coordination of social movements.

Political Impact of the Marches

The political impact of the Bolivian march was ofidferent nature and on a greater scale
than that of the Spanish march. This was primatilg to the major national media coverage
and the participation of a great number of marghieus other factors contributed to it: the

successful inclusion of the Bolivian march in atdigal tradition of great protest marches

organised against the government, and the usegef @amd violence.

Fitting Each March into a Different Tradition of Btest Marches

In their speeches, the activists hardly ever cagetheir marches to other past actions,
whether on the national or international scale. e\oav, these marches correspond to different
national historical traditions. Indeed, some astiwvhad used these means of action before and
defined their forms and implementati$hin Spain, during the first decades of the"20
century, marches were mainly organised by workemdefend their rights. The 1930s were a
period of radicalism, during which numerous protasrches were carried out by unemployed
workers in many countries such as France and tlied)8tates”

In Bolivia, protest marches were mainly organidedng the 1990s and 2000s by natives,
who travelled on several occasions from Santa @ria Paz and from Trinidad to La Paz to
campaign for the respect of indigenous territotfeEhe Bolivian disabled activists drew their
inspiration from these marches. They wanted to teed demonstration at Murillo Square,
where the Quemado presidential palace is locatedtlia natives of the Isiboro Sécure
Nationat_!3 Park and Indigenous Territory and the ctem growers of Conisur had done
before.’

Organising these protest marches implied, for disabled people involved, that they
“reinvent this kind of action” with the resourcdsey had at their dispos&l.Even if the

49 Televista: Continlan Protestas de discapacitadosBelivia, 24 February 2012, available online at:
http://noticierostelevisa.esmas.com/internacio@@5#2/continuan-protestas-discapacitados-bolivi@ccessed
on 4 May 2016).

Y Michel Offerlé: Retour critique sur les répertaie I'action collective (XVIlle-XXle siécles), ifolitix 81:1
(2008), pp. 181-202, p. 196.

1 Michel Pigenet/Danielle Tartakowsky: Les marches Feance aux XIXe et XXe siécles: récurrence et
métamorphose d’'une démonstration collective, inMaaivement Social 202:1 (2003), pp. 69-94, p. 85.

2 Alvaro Garcia Linera (ed.): Sociologia de los moidnios sociales en Bolivia: Estructuras de mowiiida,
repertorios culturales y accion politica, La Pazi@(. 152.

%3 Boldpress: Discapacitados prohibidos de marchaplera Murillo, published online on 24 February 201
available online athttp://www.bolpress.com/art.php?Cod=2012022¢8&cessed on 4 May 2016).

* Etienne Penissat: Les occupations de locaux demsahnées 1960-1970: processus sociohistoriques de
“réinvention” d’'un mode d’action, in: Genéses 5@R05), p. 88.
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protest marches mentioned seem similar, they didhold the same meaning for the marchers
since they fit into two different structural patier

The journey was much more important to the Boliviaarchers than to the Spanish
marchers, whose main concern was to mantire(on) Madrid>®> Moreover, even though the
Spanish marchers were appropriating a type of mcgenerally organised by workers’
organisations, they did not manage to attract #mesmedia coverage as workers’ marches
had because of the small number of participantdik&rihe Bolivian march, the national
media did not see their march as highly symboliccBntrast, travelling from Trinidad to La
Paz, the Bolivian march successfully fit into atdwigcal tradition of great protest marches and
was identified as a great struggle against the gorent, even by the participants themselves.

Anger, Violence and the Political Exploitation bétMarch
Before they arrived in La Paz, the marchers infafrttee authorities that they would take
more radical action if President Evo Morales refugemeet them. On Thursday 23 February,
they wanted to reach Murillo Square where the gdesdial building is located, as a large
number of protest marches had done before. Selaralreds of police officers were on site
with orders to prevent access to the square. Aiddfran hour of unsuccessful negotiations
with the police commander, the marchers tried &xheMurillo Square by pushing the police
officers aside but the latter managed to hold tihewck thanks to a second line of policemen
who were also blocking access. As they were untbleach Murillo Square, anger grew
rapidly among the activists, who shouted slogaranag the government and the police.
Some activists used sticks, crutches or pieces hefelehairs to try to break through the
police roadblock. The police officers dealt witlsthiiolence by responding with shield blows
and firing tear gas. They arrested four non-dighldeople for violent acts. These violent
events hit the headlines in the press and on radtietevision. Some right-conservative and
neo-liberal Convergencia Nacionpimembers of parliament immediately used these alcts
police violence to lament the government's irresiiifity and indifference® Several leaders
of the march from the Santa Cruz region (Jaimevks#, Mario Torrico, Camilo Bianchi)
used the same critical remarks as the neolibagiat wing party against the president.
Although they attempted to delegitimate the gowent, these leaders wanted to secure an
appointment with members of the government. Thett'g they tried thereafter to calm things
down by promoting more peaceful types of actiom(er strikes, sit-ins, etc.).

The Evo Morales' Government’s Strategy to Delegsegntheir Demands

The government’s defensive strategy was educatiandlalso tried to make the protesters’
demands seemillegitimate. Indeed, ministers trieddéal with the matter by taking an
educational approach explaining why it would be asgible to increase their financial
contribution. After the activists passed through tbwn of Santa Cruz on 15 December 2011,
President Evo Morales stated that it was econolyit@mhpossible” to give an allowance to
disabled people, because it would imply considerabkts if allowances were to be extended
to all disabled people (300 million pesd5He also said that the distribution of allowances
had never been part of the Movement for Socialigpntgramme. Furthermore, members of
the government reiterated the ambiguity of thevatts demands due to the variability of the
amount (often 3,000 then 5,000 pesos) and the tgpeslowance requested (at first an

% Heraldo de Aragén: Marcha sobre Madrid, 16 SepeertiB33, p. 1.

% Boldpress: Discapacitados prohibidos de marchaiaa Murillo, published online on 24 February 201
available online athttp://www.bolpress.com/art.php?Cod=2012022¢8&cessed on 4 May 2016).

" La Patria: Presidente dice que es “imposible” eldrono a los discapacitados, 16 December 2011labiea
online at:http://lapatriaenlinea.com/?nota=922@&cessed on 4 May 2016).
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incapacity allowance and by the end of January mtribmitory allowancef. Then the
government insisted on the need to respect theeagmets they had signed with the leaders of
the walk on 21 January and 5 February 2012. In dgigement, the government agreed to
give a specific subsidy of 1,000 bolivianos to @asly disabled people and carry out a study
on thggdistribution of an annual pension or a ¢batory revenue of 1,000 pesos in coming
years:

After these violent events, several members ofeguwent said that the activists were
being used by right wing parties, pro-independegroeips or protesters, tiMovimiento sin
Miedo (Movement without Fear). The Transports Ministdr Bolivia, Amanda Dawvila,
accused the march of being infiltrated by violemtividuals sent by political groups opposed
to the governmerf The Minister showed pictures proving that the gldetected several
persons faking their disabilities who had at soromfpset their crutches aside and donned
masks to attack police officers.

By portraying the protesters’ demands as illegatem members of the government masked
the fact that the mobilised people were indeedndjvin difficult circumstances because a
number of vital needs for the families of the disdbwere not covered by public services.

The Partial Political Success of the Marches

In both cases, one of the objectives of the marchas to open a dialogue with the
government authorities and members of parliamEme. leaders of the two marches succeed
in achieving political negotiations with politicaind administrative high ranking officials.
These negotiations lead to the adoption of newl Ipgecedures, but this only partially met
the activists’ demands.

The first day of their arrival in Madrid, the mhers from Aragon meet with Madrid’s
mayor, Senor Rico, and many members of parliaffefihanks to support from members of
parliament from Aragon, other meetings were plarthedollowing day with the president of
the province of Madrid and the head of the govemttffebut there is no evidence as to
whether or not the meeting with the head of goveminactually took place. These political
officers promised to support the disabled, butdfssolution of the parliament a few days
later killed the hope of an employment law. Finatip 17 October, the Council of Ministers
approved a decree giving priority to disabled peaphabilitated within the National Institute
for the Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons to ogcupcant posts as workshop assistants,
clerks and low-ranking positions in training screodHowever, the main demand voiced by
marchers in Spain — for instance the passing eflii on the employment of disabled
persons and its application to all disabled peepleas still not met. The disabled from
Aragon threatened to carry out a much larger marcthe capital on 15 January 1934ut
this march never materialised.

In the Bolivian case, the government refused tgotiate with the marchers for several
weeks. From mid-December 2011 on, the politicalagibn became very tense after the
staging of the half-naked demonstrators in theesdreof Santa Cruz's city centre. The
government then decided to open negotiations with Secretary General of the Bolivian
Confederation of Disabled Persons, Roberto Nachm did not actually participate in the

*® The contributory allowance is given as a counterpart of some contribution and is part of an insurance system.

On the contrary, the incapacity allowance is given without any contribution and is part of a solidarity system.

9 See part IlI. D. regarding the content of the agoeements.

0 E| Pais: Gobierno denuncia existencia de infitsaén marcha de discapacitados, published onling4on
February 2012, available online ahttp://www.bolivia.com/noticias/autonoticias/DetMoticiad6679.asp
(accessed on 4 May 2016).

®l La Voz de Aragén: Impresion viajera, 5 October3,98 4.

%2 Heraldo de Aragén: Un viaje penoso, 28 Septemd@81p. 8.

% La Luz: Se proyecta una marcha de 44000 invakobse Madrid, 18 October 1933, p. 8.
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march. Robert Nacho and the Minister of the Exeeu®ffices signed an agreement on 21
December in which the government promised to craatchnical commission rapidly with
representatives of the Bolivian Confederation ofdbied Persons in order to reach a
consensus on the bill on preferential treatmentleaRoberto Nacho promised to demobilise
the activists of the Bolivian Confederation of Doted Persons. The majority of the leaders of
the Bolivian Confederation of Disabled Persondfieatithis agreement. Those of its leaders
who took part in the march rejected it becausg theed not been consulted regarding its
content and the agreement did not settle the anafuhe allowancé?

In mid-January, faced with an increase in prote$is government decided to negotiate
with the people protesting. The two parties sigaedigreement on 21 January at Quillacollo:
disabled activists agreed to temporarily suspeed tharch and the government promised to
ratify the law before 20 February and give an aloee (in the amount of 3,000 pesos in
2013) to the neediest people following the comptetof a study. Ten days later, on 31
January, the marchers felt that the governmentneaisespecting the agenda for the adoption
of the law and decide to take up the march to La &in. Under renewed pressure, the
Council of Ministers hurriedly decided to concedg imeans of a decree (no. 1133): a
temporary benefit of 1,000 pesos for people witadilities in urgent situations was granted
in the hopes of putting an end to the march. Batdisabled marchers' leaders felt that the
amount of the benefit was insufficient and thawés an act of charity rather than disability
support. The two parties continued to negotiate antew agreement was signed by the
government and the leaders of the march (Jaimedtgtj Carlos Mariaca, Ely Pedriel) on 5
February. This agreement planed to allocate 50ep¢af the Solidarity Fund’'s budget to pay
an annual allowance to disabled people, extendatiraal allowance of 1,000 pesos to
seriously disabled persons (that is 13,000 persarg] study an annual or contributory
allowance of 1,000 pesos (or 3,000 pesos deperafindpe sources) in the coming ye#3ts.
The disabled participants in the march quickly m&dewn their dissatisfaction with the
insufficient amount and type of allowance provid@wn-contributory). This pushed the
leaders of the Bolivian Confederation of Disableid®ns to renege on the signed agreement.
They said that the march must continue to La Paprder to obtain the payment of a
contributory allowance in a decent amount (meabifg0 pesos).

Finally, after the conflicts in La Paz, the disabimarchers' leaders re-began negotiations
with members of parliament who belong to the Movetfer Socialism, but these were un
successful. The parliamentary assemblies approvgeharal law on people with disabilities
(law no. 223) that was immediately ratified by EMwmrales on 2 March 201%. This law
makes provision for preferential treatment of diedbpeople in different areas (education,
health, rehabilitation, access to credit, etc.) #ra payment of an annual allowance set by
regulation. The absence of a specific sum statethéallowance upset the marchers who had
joined the “caravan”. They felt that this law wagpeoved without their consent. Finally, the
government managed to partially pacify them by psomg that they would be consulted on
the development of the regulations specified in lthe. After this promise, the marchers
stopped their protest.

% |os Tiempos: Discapacitados rechazan acuerdo coiefho, 21 December 2011, available online at:
http://www.lostiempos.com/diario/actualidad/poléti20111221/discapacitados-rechazan-acuerdo-con-
gobierno_154163_320801.htif@ccessed on 6 October 2014

8 Oscar Ordofiez: El gobierno reitera que cumplioateta de discapacitados, in: La Razén, 27 Febr@kg,2
available online at: http://www.la-razon.com/sociedad/Gobierno-reitenaplio-demandas-
discapacitados_0_1567643250.htadcessed on 4 May 2016).

 Asamblea legislativa plurinacional de Bolivia: L293: Ley general para personas con discapacidisiéréh
2012.
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Conclusion

In both countries, disabled activists had a fubcpum of potential actions but they chose to
organise protest marches in order to offer a stagéheir demand for their rights and force
the government to fulfil their requests. The Baivimarch differed from the Spanish march
in many ways: its duration, its extent, its publis,transnational dimension, the violence used
and experienced during the march, the spectactdging of the demonstration including
half-naked and injured bodies, the ambivalent imafjelisabled persons presented to the
media (both subjects of rights and objects of pitigily media coverage, and the variety of
communication media involved as well as the rapadetbpment of a writed and visual
memory of the march. The Bolivian march was alsd p&a historical tradition of strong
protest marches against the government, givinggetaymbolic dimension to their approach
than the Spanish march. All these elements helpedtpng pressure on the government and
the Movement for Socialism to cast doubt on thdainec that they represent social
movements. The government therefore had no choitetd quickly ratify the law on
preferential treatment for disabled people in orbeguell the debate. However, they only
agreed to pay an annual allowance of 1,000 Boliypasos. Over the long run, this has
angered some of the disabled activists who decidedrganise new marches in February
2013, in May 2014 and in March 2016 to increaseahmwunt of the allowance (to 3,000
pesos or 5,000 pesos annually, and after to 508spasnthly).

Despite the significant differences between then&baand Bolivian social movements, it
does not seem appropriate to view the Spanish mesdmn “old” social movement and the
Bolivian march as a “new” one because they bothenfigetly match pre-established models.
The Spanish march was organised by an associdtiisabled persons who were not directly
connected to a trade union or political party, #relBolivian march, like the Spanish march,
had a materialistic aim (for employment, wages sodlal issues). While we can clearly see
changes connected to the transformation of sosietier the course of the 2@entury in the
two social movements led by persons with disabgitthere are also elements of discontinuity
in this development (such as the permanent mattitagoals, the predominant role of men
and the use of the same type of action, protestimeaj that invalidate the concept of a radical
and linear transformation of social movements dker20" century on an international scale.
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