done$ in$ order$ to$ study$ how$ global$ logics$ transform$urban$local$contexts.$It$also$justifies$the$interest$in$focusing$on$ al6Muski's$ case.$ Second,$ it$ explains$ the$ methodology$ adopted.$ Third,$ in$ the$ analytical$ section$ of$ the$ paper,$ we$ show$ that$ globalization$ from$ below$transforms$an$ancient$marketplace$into$a$hyper$specialized$center$ for$ made6in6China$ goods,$ and$ thus$ modifies$ the$ cityscape$ with$ new$ urban$ shapes.$ Lastly,$ in$ the$ final$ section,$ we$ argue$ that$ globalization$ from$ below$ is$ the$ key$ factor$ of$ the$ making$ of$ the$ city,$ which$ raises$ the$ question$ of$ the$ maintenance$ over$ time$ of$ the$ neighborhood,$ because$ of$ its$ great$ dependence$ on$ political$ and$ economic$ context$ at$ the$ national$ and$the$international$scales.$$

$

6$ reported$ a$ rising$ demand$ of$ China6made$ products$ of$ different$ levels$ of$ quality$ (De$ [START_REF] De$coster | New$Egyptian$Consumers$Want$China$Retail$Prices[END_REF]).$The$sociologist$Abaza$also$mentions,$as$a$starting$point$to$her$book$about$ new$ consumer$ cultures$ in$ Egypt,$ the$ rise$ of$ conspicuous$ consumption$ among$ upper$ classes$ since$ 1998,$ which$ can$ also$ be$ witnessed$ among$ the$ less$ well6off$ consumers$ (Abaza$2006).$Egypt$is$the$most$populous$country$in$the$Middle$East,$and$as$a$matter$of$ fact,$ the$ biggest$ consumer$ market$ in$ the$ region.$ Pliez$ evaluates$ the$ consumers$ interested$ in$ China6made$ and$ cheap$ products$ at$ an$ amount$ to$ 40$ million$ people$ who$ belong$ to$ the$ lower$ classes.$ To$ a$ lesser$ extent,$ the$ middle$ class,$ whose$ numbers$ have$ risen$ since$ the$ beginning$ of$ the$ 21 st $ century,$ and$ which$ is$ estimated$ at$ 15$ million$ people,$is$also$a$consumer$of$these$goods$ [START_REF] Pliez | Following$the$new$Silk$Road$between$Yiwu$and$Cairo."$Pp.$19635$in$[END_REF]). knacks,$ toys,$ etc.$ -$ the$ interviews$ were$ conducted$ all$ over$ the$ district$ so$ as$ to$ give$ a$ wide$ perspective$ of$ it$ and$ possibly$ differentiate$ urban$ processes$ inside$ the$ al6Muski$ market$-$for$instance,$a$possible$gradient$between$the$center$and$the$peripheries$of$the$ commercial$ district.$ We$ also$ interviewed$ owners$ of$ construction$ sites,$ or$ traders$ located$ in$ recently$ built$ shops,$ so$ as$ to$ have$ access$ both$ to$ the$ men's$ career$ history$ (and$so$their$family$history)$and$the$construction$process',$in$order$to$have$an$overview$ of$the$urban$transformations$of$the$al6Muski$market.$Beside$the$agencies$"from$below",$ we$ interviewed$ the$ director$ of$ the$ local$ administration,$ the$ "hayy",$ which$ is$ an$ administrative$ unit,$ and$ the$ local$ team$ of$ consultants$ from$ the$ UNESCO$ program$ launched$ in$ historic$ Cairo$ in$ order$ to$ contrast$ their$ discourses$ and$ their$ vision$ of$ the$ neighborhood$ with$ its$ urban$ and$ economic$ development$ with$ the$ urban$ and$ commercial$dynamics$in$motion.$ These$ interviews$ were$ led$ thanks$ to$ the$ help$ of$ different$ translators$ during$ our$ two$ fieldworks.$ Before$ working$ with$ the$ translators,$ we$ spent$ many$ time$ roaming$ the$ district$in$order$to$familiarize$ourselves$with$the$complex$pattern$of$boulevards,$streets$ and$ alleys,$ and$ in$ order$ to$ be$ seen$ and$ known$ by$ a$ part$ of$ the$ neighborhood.$ The$ objective$was$also$to$take$contact$with$different$traders$and$salesmen$by$chit6chatting$ with$them,$present$ourselves$in$the$first$days$of$observation$as$an$occidental$client$and$ then$ as$ a$ PhD$ student.$ Egyptian$ traders,$ accustomed$ to$ talking$ and$ dealing$ with$ occidental$tourists,$are$very$pleasant$and$open6minded$at$first,$but$we$had$to$gain$their$ trust$ before$ coming$ back$ with$ a$ translator,$ in$ order$ to$ be$ sure$ to$ understand$ every$ word$and$so$as$not$to$take$too$much$of$their$time$with$very$slow$interviews$if$we$had$ done$it$alone,$with$our$limited$skills$in$Egyptian$Arabic. 

  $2012$and$2013$were$following$ one$or$two$years$of$revolution$and$a$period$of$a$certain$freedom$of$speech$whom$our$ discussions$with$traders$and$other$agencies$benefitted$very$largely.$It$was$of$course$not$ possible$to$talk$directly$of$every$subject$-$money,$trade$roads,$corruption,$family$history,$ urban$planning,$etc.$-$but$the$repetition$of$the$meetings,$when$we$felt$that$people$were$ Our$ small$ survey$ allowed$ us$ to$ highlight$ the$ existence$ of$ a$ price$ gradient$ in$ the$ neighborhood.$Unsurprisingly,$prices$are$very$high$in$the$heart$of$the$al6Muski$district,$ along$ al6Muski$ Street$ which$ is$ the$ main$ and$ most$ crowded$ artery$ of$ the$ district$ (in$ terms$ of$ clients$ and$ of$ shops),$ and$ where$ demand$ for$ commercial$ premises$ is$ the$ highest,$in$order$to$have$access$to$a$very$large$clientele.$The$purchase$price$for$a$shop$ can$end$up$being$100,000$Egyptian$pounds$(E£)$per$square$meter 6 .$The$prices$decrease$ where$the$market's$fringes$are$concerned,$because$they$are$less$commercial,$and$most$ of$the$time$not$very$visible$and$accessible$from$the$main$avenues.$For$example,$in$the$ north$part$of$al6Muski,$an$area$dedicated$to$toys$and$whose$alleys$are$quite$narrow,$the$ prices$fall$at$30,000E£$per$square$meter.$ Another$price$gradient$structures$the$market.$There$is$a$significant$difference$of$prices$ between$the$shops$located$on$the$ground$floor$and$those$that$are$located$in$the$upper$ floors.$ The$ obvious$ reason$ is$ that$ shops$ looking$ out$ on$ the$ street$ are$ more$ expensive$ that$ those$ on$ the$ upper$ floors$ because$ they$ do$ not$ have$ the$ same$ qualities$ so$ as$ to$ attract$customers.$For$instance,$in$al6Muski$Street,$while$the$price$per$square$meter$on$ the$ground$floor$would$be$100,000$E£,$the$price$in$the$same$commercial$building$but$on$ the$ first$ floor$ would$ be$ 70,000$ E£,$ whereas$ on$ the$ last$ floor$ it$ would$ decrease$ to$ 40,000E£.$ The$ access$ to$ commercial$ real6estate$ and$ to$ a$ shop$ in$ the$ al6Muski$ district,$ rented$ or$ owned,$is$becoming$more$and$more$difficult,$because$of$price$and$supply$shortage.$The$ best$ parts$ of$ the$ district,$ at$ the$ heart$ of$ the$ market$ or$ along$ the$ main$ boulevards,$ are$ saturated$ and$ very$ expensive.$ The$ young$ and$ new$ traders$ without$ any$ familial$ help$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

  

  

  

  $$ And$ the$ main$ trade$ center$ for$ people$ who$ want$ to$ buy$ this$ type$ of$ goods$ remains$ historic$ Cairo,$ also$ known$ as$ al6Muski$ district,$ or$ al6Ataba$ market.$ This$ very$ ancient$ $promote$a$"close$to$the$ground"$ethnographic$approach$based$on$fieldwork,$which$ allows$a$"detailed$examination$of$people$in$their$daily$lives$and$livings"$(2012:566).$Our$ paper$is$thus$the$result$of$this$ethnographic$approach$evoked$by$the$authors.$It$is$based$ on$ two$ fieldworks$ of$ three$ months$ each,$ which$ took$ place$ during$ spring$ of$ 2012$ and$ spring$and$summer$of$2013$in$Cairo.$The$ empirical$ data$ for$ this$ paper$ is$ primarily$ drawn$ from$ semi6directive$ interviews$ with$traders$located$in$the$al6Muski$market,$from$the$street$vendor$who$works$standing$ up$ within$ the$ flow$ of$ customers,$ to$ the$ big$ importer$ working$ between$ his$ shop(s)$ in$ Cairo$ or$ in$ Egypt$ and$ his$ export$ office$ in$ China,$ and$ including$ the$ wholesale$ trader$ acting$as$middleman$between$these$importers$and$smaller$retailers.$Respondents$were$ generally$ selected$ randomly,$ depending$ on$ the$ occasion$ and$ if$ the$ person$ was$ easily$ accessible$ and$ talkative.$ Nevertheless,$ we$ tried$ to$ gather$ a$ generally$ representative$ sample$of$traders'$types$in$the$commercial$district$so$as$to$have$a$global$comprehension$

	from$
	below$have$thus$anchored$themselves$in$a$very$ancient$place.$
	The$historic$heart$of$the$city,$whose$existence$is$attested$since$the$10 th $century,$grew$at$
	first$considerably$thanks$to$the$integration$of$Egypt$in$the$Ottoman$Empire$in$the$16 th $
	century$and$the$development$of$international$trade$through$the$17 th $and$18 th $centuries,$
	due$to$the$absence$of$borders$within$the$Empire$and$the$free$movement$of$goods$and$
	people$(Raymond$1993;$Encyclopédie!de!l'islam$1998).$It$is$worth$noting$that$these$new$
	movements$of$manufactured$goods$made$in$China$actually$follow$a$historical$continuity$
	and$benefit$from$the$legacy$of$older$commercial$networks.$As$we$shall$see$further$on,$
	these$ commercial$ flows$ constitute$ new$ strata$ inside$ al6Muski$ market$ which$ contrast$

neighborhood$ has$ become$ an$ important$ procurement$ marketplace$ targeting$ not$ only$ lower6class$and$middle6class$consumers$but$also$traders$from$Cairo$and$all$over$Egypt,$ whether$ they$ are$ retailers$ or$ wholesalers.$ Al6Muski$ is$ thus$ the$ main$ procurement$ marketplace$ for$ items$ made$ in$ China$ in$ Egypt,$ a$ new$ specialization,$ which$ has$ a$ long$ history$of$commercial$activities$and$networks.$The$trade$networks$of$globalization$with$ the$ older$ commercial$ flows$ by$ the$ volume$ of$ goods$ and$ the$ distance$ with$ the$ origin$ of$ the$ goods,$ nowadays$ located$ in$ Asia.$ Another$ difference$ with$ the$ older$ circulations$is$that$the$transnational$flows$of$merchandises$have$a$deep$impact$on$the$ urban$fabric,$and$deeply$modify$the$aspect$of$the$neighborhood.$$ Beyond$ the$ adaptation$ of$ the$ urban$ fabric$ to$ the$ needs$ of$ the$ traders$ settled$ in$ the$ neighborhood,$it$is$the$strong$foothold$of$globalization$from$below$in$this$area$and$the$ role$ of$ the$ district$ as$ the$ main$ gateway$ of$ made6in6China$ goods$ that$ have$ caused$ and$ are$ still$ causing$ urban$ mutations.$ This$ is$ what$ is$ covered$ in$ this$ paper:$ showing$ how$ globalization$from$below,$its$products$and$its$agencies,$participate$in$the$making$of$the$ city$from$below.$

RESEARCH$METHODOLOGY$

As$ Mathews$ and$ Alba$ Vega$ write,$ "globalization$ from$ below$ is$ difficult$ to$ fully$ comprehend.$(…)$It$can't$be$measured$through$economic$statistics$because$there$are$no$ such$ reliable$ statistics,$ only$ rough$ estimates"$ (2012:5).$ The$ two$ socio6anthropologists$ TSI$WORKING$PAPER$6$The$Effects$of$Transnational$Trade$on$Urban$Settings$ $ 7$ thusof$ the$ neighborhood's$ functioning.$ Considering$ the$ huge$ size$ of$ the$ district,$ which$ is$ organized$in$sub6areas$all$specialized$in$a$type$of$sale$(retail$or$wholesale)$and/or$in$a$ type$of$good$-$from$garments$and$clothes,$and$including$shoes,$home$accessories,$knick6

$In$July$2013,$1€$=$9E£.$

5193,$LISST6CIEU)$and$ junior$lecturer$(ATER)$in$Paris$IV$Sorbonne$University..$Thomas$Lacroix,$Peggy$ Levitt,$Olivier$Pliez,$Evren$Yalaz,$Guillaume$Ma$Mung$and$Josepha$Milazzo$all$provided$extremely$helpful$ comments$on$earlier$drafts$of$this$paper.$ which$ led$ to$ power$ Muslim$ Brother$ President$ Morsi.$ The$ second$ fieldwork$ took$place$from$April$to$July$2013$and$ended$few$days$after$the$army's$coup.$$ TSI$WORKING$PAPER$6$The$