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NAMATHUKU BAXPEMHA NEPMOJA TUJIOC
THE BAHRAIN ISLAND DURING THE TYLOS PERIOD
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CesBepHas 4acTh OCTpPOBa
Baxpeiin, koApI6eAb OH-
BUAM3agun Tuaoca

The northern part
of Bahrain island, cradle
of the Tylos civilization

310M rofly MaHama BbibpaHa cTonuLiein apabcKom KynbTypbl Ha

2012 rof, U B paMKax 3T0ro rpaHAMO03HOro KynbTypHOro ectneana

MwuHucTepcTBo KynbTypbl Koponesctea baxpeliH opraHn3oBano psj

MPOEKTOB, CTaBALLMX CBOEN Lie/Ibl0 MOOLLPeHne Auanora mexay
KynbTypamu, AanbHenLiee pa3Butrie KyabTypHOW MHDPaCTpPyKTypbl baxpen-
Ha. B cooTBeTCTBMM C NOCTaBNEHHON 3a4ayvei Kaxabli MecaAL, roa nocBALLeH

pasanyHbIM KyAbTYPHBIM TEMaM — UCKYCCTBY, aPXUTEKTYPE, My3eAM, N0331K,
My3blKe, TeaTpy. Kaxaas U3 HUX NpeAcTaBAsieT coboii pasnyHble CToNMbI, Ha
KOTOPbIX MOKOMTCA Kpenkasa MHMPaCTPYKTypa KynbTypbl U KOTOPbIE OTpaxaloT
coboii ycunus KoponeBctBa baxpeiiH no MHBECTUPOBAHUIO B KyAbTYpY. Bbi-
cTaBKa «Tunoc. MyTewecTsme B 3arpo6HbI MUP» SIBAAETCA OAHUM U3 NpUMe-
POB HALUKX YCUAUIA B PA3BUTUM KyNbTYPHOTO 0OMEHa.

Apxeonoruyeckue nccnefoBaHusA NocnefHuX NeT NoATBEPANAN BAXHYIO Posb
ocTpoBa baxpenH Kak LieHTpa nepeceyeHns Nioaei, ToBapoB 1 ngen. bax-
peiiH ABNANCA LLEHTPOM LMBUAM3AL MM AUNbMYH U ObIN U3HEHHO BaXeH Ans
KYNbTYPHOTO pa3BUTUA BCEro pernoHa lNepcuacKoro 3anuea B ApeBHOCTU. ITO
KyNbTypHOE NPEBOCXOACTBO ObII0 M OCTAETCA onpeaensiolen 0Co6eHHOCTbIO
U LeHHbIM KadecTBoM BaxpeiiHa. [ipeBHuii BaxpeiiH Obin raBaHbio peBHero
Mwupa, 1 Mbl cTapaemcs 1 CEroAHA COXPaHUTb 3Ty XapaKTePUCTUKY, 3aLMLLas
1 B3palLuBas KynbTypHoe pa3Hoobpasve, pa3BuBas AUanor KyasTyp.

Leiixa Mait BuntT Moxammag An-Xanuda
MUHUCTP KynbTypbl KoponesctBa baxpenH

Packonku HEKPOIMOAs
A6y Caiton (dpanuys-
CKasl apXE€O0AOTUYECKA
akceangus, 1986)

Excavations of Abu
Saybi necropolis (French
Archaeological Mission,

1986)

his year and within the framework of Manama, Capital of Arab

Culture 2012, the Ministry of Culture of Bahrain has organized

an ambitious agenda aimed at fostering cultural dialogue and

further developing the cultural infrastructure of Bahrain. Along
those lines, each month was dedicated to a different cultural theme:
From arts and architecture to museums, poetry, music and theatre —
each representing a different pillar of a sturdy cultural infrastructure and
reflecting the efforts of the Kingdom of Bahrain to invest in culture. The
exhibition “Tylos, the Journey beyond life” is one example of our efforts
to promote cultural exchange.

The significant archaeological findings over the past years have
established the important role of the islands of Bahrain as a crossroads
for people, goods and ideas. Bahrain was home to the civilization

of Dilmun and was vital to the cultural development of the Gulf region
in antiquity. This cultural supremacy was, and remains, Bahrain’s
distinctive feature and main asset. Ancient Bahrain was a harbour

to the ancient world and we strive today to maintain this characteristic
by protecting and nurturing cultural diversity and promoting cultural
dialogue.

H.E. Shaikha Mai Bint Mohammed Al-Khalifa
Minister of Culture Kingdom of Bahrain



oposneBcTBo baxpeiH (B nepeBoge ¢ apabcKoro «Ba Mops») —
HeboNbLLIOe rocyAapCTBO, KeMUYKMHA bavkHero Boctoka, pac-
MOIOXKEHO Ha apxunenare B 3anagHon Yyactu Apabo-lepcuackoro
3a11Ba. 3ecb BEKOBblE TPAAMLUN COYETAIOTCA C COBPEMEHHbBIMU
06blYasamu. [IpeBHME NAMATHUKN U COBPEMEHHOE 1CKYCCTBO, PEMEC/A U KyX-
HSl, U, KOHEYHO, apabcKoe rocTenprMMCcTBO baxpeiiHa He 0CTaBAT paBHOAYLL-
HbIM HV OAHOTO roCTA CTpaHsbl. [IpupoaHbie KpacoTbl baxpeiHa, coyeTatoLme
B cebe 3HOIMHYI0 NYCTbIHIO, TENNOE MOPE 1 NPOXNajiHble POAHUKM, YHUKaNb-
Hyto bnopy 1 hayHy, He BCTpETULLL Gonblie HUrLe B MUpe. BaxpeiiHy, ¢ ero
YHWKaNbHOW KyJbTYPON U MHOFOBEKOBOW MCTOPUEN, eCTb YTO NOKa3aTb Aame
CaMbIM B3bICKATE/IbHbIM TYpUCTaM: NopaxatoLime BooOpaxeHue CBoUM
KONMYECTBOM KypraHHble HEKPOMoJu, ApeBHIe xpambl bapbapa, Kanart an-
BaxpeliH 1 ero peBHsAA GyXTa, «KEMYYXHbI NyTb» B Myxappake — NamaTHU-
KW, BK/IOYEHHbIe B cnMMCOK BcemupHoro Hacneana KOHECKO. HauvoHanbHbIN
My3el baxpenHa XxpaHUT NnpeaMeTbl MaTepuasbHOWM KynbTypbl CO BPEMEH
nepBOro NOABNEHWUA YeJI0OBEKA HAa apxunenare OKONO 7 TbicAY NeT Hasaga.

B Ill-l TbiIcAYENeTMAX f0 H.3. Ha TeppuTOopUN baxperiHa cyuiecTtBoBano Apes-
Hee rocyiapcrBo, HocMBLUee Ha3BaHue [AuibMyH 1 NpeacTaBasBllee co6oi
KPYMHBbIV LLEHTP MOPCKOM TOProOB/Y, Yepe3 KOTOPbIV OCYLLeCTBAANNCH CBA3M
WyMepoB U ApYyrux HapogoB [lBypeybs c Hapogamu gonuHsl MHaa. C cepe-
Aunbl |11 B. Ao H.3. BaxpenH CTaHOBUTCS U3BECTHbIM FPEKO-PUMCKOMY MUPY
nog HasBaHuem Tunoc. NpeacTaBneHHas Ha CyA MOCKOBCKOTO 3puTess Bbl-
CTaBKa U3 cobpaHua HauroHanbHoro myses baxpeiHa nocBsileHa MMeH-
HO 3TOMy nepuoay B uctopuu baxpernHa. [lepBoHavyanbHO OTKpbIBLUAACA

B MaHame, neTom 3Toro roga oHa nepeexana B CaHKT-leTepbypr, B locy-
AapCTBEHHbIN IPMUTAX, 1 BOT TENEPb — HOBOE MECTO IKCMOHMPOBAHUA:
MockBa, [ocyaapcTBeHHbI My3ei BocToka.

OcHOBHas naes BbICTaBKM — Ha apXeo/iorMyeckrx matepranax nonbiTarbCs
PEKOHCTPYMPOBaTb 0COGEHHOCTM NorpebanbHoro 0bpsaaa 1 norpebanbHbIX
puTyanoB xuTener octpoBa Bo Il B. fo H.3. — Ill B. H.3., noKka3atb cneyundu-
Ky M AMHAMUWKY APEBHEN MaTepuanbHO 1 AYXOBHOM KylbTypbl 0buTtatenen
Tunoca. Hagetock, 4To Ham, BMeCTe C HaluMMU 6axpeiHcKumu 1 hpaH-
LY3CKMMM KOANEeramu, MHOro JieT BegyL My apxeonornyeckme packonkm
Ha 0CTpOBe, 3T0 yAanoCh.

A.B. CepoB
reHepanbHblii aupekTop focyaapcTBeHHOro myses Boctoka

The Kingdom of Bahrain (“Two seas” in Arabic) — a small state,

“the pearl” of the Near East, located on the archipelago in the

western part of the Arabian Gulf. Here old traditions combine

with modern customs. Ancient monuments and contemporary
art, craftsmanship and cuisine, and, of course, Arabian hospitality
would not leave any guests of Bahrain indifferent. Such beauty of the
nature — mixture of hot desert, warm sea and cold springs, unique flora
and fauna — you will not find at any other place of the world. Bahrain,
with its original culture and long history, can attract even very exacting
and severe tourists: numerous burial mounds forming vast necropolis,
the Barbar temples, Qala’at al-Bahrain and its ancient harbour — the
site included in the UNESCO World Heritage List, the Pearling Path —
‘Pearling, testimony of an island economt’ — in Muharraq, UNESCO World
Heritage site. The National Museum of Bahrain is the house of myriad
objects including artefacts of the first inhabitants of the island about
7000 years ago.

Bahrain was the home of civilization of Dilmun in the 3rd — 1st millennia
BC. It was the centre of international maritime trade connecting
Sumerians and other people of ancient Mesopotamia with Indus valley.
From the middle of the 3rd century BC, Bahrain became known to the
Greco-Roman world under the name of Tylos. The present exhibition
from the collection of the National Museum of Bahrain is dedicated
namely to this period of Bahraini history. First shown in Manama in May,
2012, in July it was transferred to St. Petersburg, to the State Hermitage
Museum, and now — the new place for display: Moscow, the State
Museum of Oriental Art.

The main goal of the exhibition is an attempt, based on archaeological
data, to reconstruct some features of funeral rites and customs of Tylos
inhabitants of the 2nd century BC — 3rd century AD, to show specific
characteristics and dynamic of their material and spiritual culture. And
| do hope that we, together with our Bahraini and French colleagues,
who are conducting excavations on the island during the long period
of time, succeeded in our efforts.

Alexander Sedov
Director-General, The State Museum of Oriental Art




pPEBHMeE LWyMepbl cYUTaNM cTpaHy AnnbMyH 3eMHbIM paem, B KOTOPOM NI0AM Ha-

cnaxpatorca 6eccmepTuem (BecbmMa BO3MOXKHO, YTO NOA0OHbIe NpescTaBneHus

BO3HWKAM Gn1arofapsa NpeKkpacHbIM KNMMaTUYeCKUM YCI0BUSAM OCTPOBA, C/a-

BMBLLErOCsA 06NMUAMeM NPECHON BOAbl U NbILWIHON pacTUTeNbHOCTbI). He yansu-
Te/IbHO, YTO, KaK NOKa3blBaOT MHOFOYMCNEHHbIE MOTUIbHUKK Nepuoaa Tunoc, nogo6Hble
npeAcTaBieHnsA COXPaHANNCh 1 no3gHee. CuntaeTcs, YTo B MEPUOA rPeYeCcKoro rocnoacTsa
TeppuUTOpua He3aBMCcKMMOro Tuoca 1Cnosib30Banach Kak BOeHHO-MopcKas 6a3a B Apabo-
Mepcuackom 3anmBe. ApXeonornyeckne matepranbl NOATBEPHAAOT UHTEPHALMOHANbHBIN
xapaKTep KynbTypbl TU0C, KOTOpasa Haxo4uaach B MOCTOAHHOM B3aMMOZAENCTBMM C pas-
NNYHBIMMW YACTAMU 3NIUHN3MPOBAHHOTO bavkHero Boctoka 1 cbirpana 3HauuTeNIbHy0 posib
B pacnpocTpaHeHMN B PpermoHe rpevyeckon KynbTypbl.

NoceneHns nepuoga TM0C NPAKTUYECKN HEU3BECTHbI, TO3TOMY Halle MOHUMaHWUe COoLMO-
KYNbTYPHbIX NPOLIECCOB, MPOMCXOAMBILMX B APEBHEM 06lLiecTBe, 6a3npyeTcs NpaKTUYecKu
UCK/IYMTEIbHO HA MaTepuanax norpebexuii. Hactoswias BbiCTaBKa, 3KCNOHATbI KOTOPOA
0b6beanHeHbl B YeTbipe 0CHOBHbIX pa3aena (TMIOC — OCTPOB HA NEPECEYEHUMN 31INHUCTU-
YECKUX KYNbTYP; APXEJIONOMMA NOrPEEEHUIA; CMEPTb B TUNOCE; NPEKPACHO CHAPAXXEHHOE
NYTEWECTBUE; OBLEHMWE C BOTAMMW), NpeCTaBAAET COO0M NOMbITKY PEKOHCTPYKLUM OCHOB-
HbIX 3M30/10B NyTeLIeCTBUA APEBHUX OaXperHLIeB B 3arpo6HbIn MUp. leMOHCTPUPpYEMbIe
M3bICKaHHble apTedaKTbl, HAaNAEHHbIE B Pa3IMYHbIX HEKpononsax Tunoca, No3BOAAIOT 3puUTe-
NAAM NMPOHWUKHYTb B CYTb 3TOM KYNbTYpPbI, NONYYUTb NPeacTaBaeHune o norpebanbHbIX TpaaULnaxX
W puTyanax, cylecrsoBaBLimx Ha baxperiHe Bo Il B. 0 H.3. — lll B. H.3.

B otnnumm ot iunbmyHa, nepuoa Tnnoca 3HauymTeNnbHO MEHEE U3BECTEH LIUPOKON NybnuKe
Kak B camom baxpeiiHe, Tak 1 3a pybexom, YTo MOCIYKUI0 OAHOW U3 MPUUKH YCTPOIACTBA
AaHHOW BbICTaBKM. ITOT HEMPOCTOW U CTO/b OXMAAEMbI MPOEKT BNepBbie OblN peann3oBaH
B Mae B baxpeinHckom HaunoHanbHOM My3ee BO Bpems «MecsLa My3eeB», NPOBOANBLUIErO-
CA B paMKax KyNbTypHOM NpOrpammbl, NOCBALLEHHO BbIGopy MaHaMbl cTonui e apabekoin
KyNbTypbl HAa 2012 roga.

Mocne Bblgatolerocs ycnexa Ha baxpenHe, «baxperiHcKas apxeonorus» npefcraBaeHa Te-

nepb POCCUIICKOM ayaMToprK, a BMECTe C Held — 1 Bcemy mupy. lpoBefeHne 3ToM BbICTaBKM
B TAKUX NPU3HAHHbIX KYNbTYPHbIX LLeHTpax Kak focyAapCcTBeHHbI IpMUTaX 1 [ocyAapCcTBeH-
HbI My3eii BocToKa 03HayaeT NpM3HaHKe BaXHOCTU U BCEMVPHOW 3HAYMMOCTU KYNbTYPHO-
ro Hacneaus KoponesctBa baxpeiH, KOTOpbIM Mbl 6€3MepPHO roOpANMCS.

A-p Nbep Jlombap
A-p Haanu bokcmarun-®daryx
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s the earlier civilization of Dilmun was viewed by the Sumerians as a sacred
earthly paradise, in which people enjoyed immortality (most likely due to
its abundant fresh water and lush vegetation), it is not surprising that the
impressive Tylos necropolis show a strong continuity of the prevalence of the
notion of the afterlife. It is believed that Tylos was an autonomous domain used as a
port of call for the Greek military fleet in the Gulf. The archaeological record confirms
the international character of the Tylos culture that was in constant interaction with
different parts of the Hellenized Near East and must have played a significant role
in the dissemination of Greek culture.

Due to the scarcity of settlements from the Tylos period, our understanding of the
prevailing socio-cultural setting relies almost exclusively on funerary material.
Organized along 4 main sections (TYLOS, AN ISLAND AT THE CROSSROADS OF THE
HELLENISTIC TRADITIONS, AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF BURIALS, DEATH IN TYLOS: A WELL-EQUIPPED
JOURNEY, COMMUNICATING WITH THE GODS), this exhibition attempts at reconstructing
the episodes of the journey in the afterlife in ancient Bahrain. Showcasing some
exquisite artifacts recovered in the varied Tylos necropolis, the exhibition provides
viewers with an exclusive insight into this culture through the observation of burial
customs and rituals from the 2nd century BC to the 3rd century AD.

However, while the history of the Dilmun past has been well established, the civilization
of Tylos remains somehow unknown to the wider public both locally and internationally;
this being the reason why an exhibition illustrating Tylos culture in Bahrain was such a
critical venture. Accordingly, this distinguished and much anticipated display came to
the fore and was presented to the public for the first time in Bahrain during the month
of May, Museums month within the framework of the innovative program of Manama,
Capital of Arab Culture 2012.

After a notable success in Bahrain, we are very pleased to be presenting Bahrain’s
archaeology to Russian audiences and also to the world. The hosting of this exhibition
at highly esteemed institutions such as the State Hermitage Museum and the State
Museum of Oriental Art reflects an important recognition of the importance of the
findings and of the longstanding heritage of the Kingdom of Bahrain, in which we take
immense pride.

Dr. Pierre Lombard
Dr. Nadine Boksmati-Fattouh
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BAXPENH: BAXXHbIN
CTPATETMYECKWUI U TOPTOBbIN
LIEHTP B 3NOXY APEBHOCTU

Crpartermyecku BaxHoe nosnoxeHune baxpen-
Ha B cepaue Apabo-llepcuackoro 3anvBa Ha
nepecevyeHNn MOPCKUX NyTer, CBA3bIBABLUNX
[ApeBHuin banxuui Boctok ¢ HACKON LnBK-
nun3auuen, onpeaennio ero 3HayeHne Kak
BaX¥HOI0 MOPTOBOFO M TOPrOBOTO LIEHTPA.

HaunHas c 6poH30Boro Beka baxpeiiH 6bin
MECTOM, KyAa CTPEMUANCh IIOAMN 1 CTEKANNUCh
TOBapbl.

Apxunenar baxpeinH cocTouT U3 TpuUALaTH
Pas/IMYHbIX MO pa3Mepam y4acTKoB CyLUU,
KOHLLEHTPMPYIOLLMXCA BOKPYT ABYX KPYMHbIX
ocTpoBoB — baxpeiH u Myxappak. OmbiBae-
Mbl€e CO BCEX CTOPOH TenibiM MOPeM, 0CTPO-
Ba apxunenara pacrnosoxeHbl B 3acyLIMBOM
Tponuyeckoii 30He. OfHako Hebnaronpu-
ATHbIE MPUPOAHbIE YCI0BUS — 3aCYLLUMBOCTb
KNMMaTa — KOMNEHCUPYIOTCA MHOTOUNC-
NIEHHBIMMW apPTE3UAHCKUMU UCTOYHUKAMMU,
NOAHUMAIOLLMMK HA NOBEPXHOCTb «MOPE»
NpecHon BoAbl U3 FPOMAZLHOI0 BOLHOTO
pe3epByapa, pacnonoX}eHHoro nog Apa-
BUINCKUM NONYOCTPOBOM. BUAMMO, MEHHO
3TOT rMAPONOrMYeCcKUin hEHOMEH MOCAYKUA

INorpe6aspHas cTaTys B HUIIE: SKEHIIMHA

B MOAUTBeHHOMN 1o3e. Mormasuuk Illaxypa,
II-III BB. H.3. usBecmmuax

Funerary stele, niche-style, featuring

a female character in the orans position
Shakhoura necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD
limestone

BAHRAIN, A STRATEGIC ISLAND
AND PROMINENT MARKETPLACE
IN ANTIQUITY

Bahrain’s ancient strategic location

in the heart of the Arabian Gulf and at

a crossroads linking the Ancient Near
East to the Indus Valley, laid out the
foundation for an eminent harbour and
marketplace. From the Bronze Age,
Bahrain has been a coveted destination
and key transit point for both people and
merchandise.

Originally constituted of thirty-

three islands and islets, the Bahrain
archipelago is today centred around

its two main islands — Bahrain and
Muharrag. Its location in an arid tropical
zone characterized by its warm seas
was counterbalanced by an exceptional
natural advantage. Immense underground
freshwater reservoirs, situated in

the depth of the Arabian Peninsula,
emerge to the surface in the form of
abundant artesian springs, creating

a “sea” of freshwater. This hydrological
phenomenon has been the main reason

ITorpe6aspHas durypa B crnae Hedeur
(«aAyma» ). Mormasauk Illaxypa, I B. A0
H.3. — | B. H.O.

usBecmnax

Funerary stele in the nephes tradition
Shakhura necropolis, 1st cent. BC — 1st
cent. AD

limestone




NPUYUHON NOSIBNIEHUS COBPEMEHHOTO Ha3Ba-
HUsA cTpaHbl — baxpeiiH, 4To B Nnepesoge ¢
apabcKoro o3Havaert «flBa Mops».

B nctopumn baxperiHa npocnexuBatorca
HECKOJ/IbKO BafiHbIX 3TaN0B KY/IbTYPHOro pas-
BUTUA CTPaHbI U ee Hapoaa. VimeHHo Ha Tep-
putopuu baxpeiHa B Ill-I TeicAYeneTmaAx Ao
H.3. cylecTBOBana umsunmsaumna innbmyHa
— camas pa3BuTan LMBUAU3ALMUA B pernoHe
Apabo-lepcuackoro 3an1ea, AoCTUrLIAs
CBOEro HamBbICLLIEro pacLBeta NPUMEPHO K
2000 rogy A0 H.3. Ve HaymHas ¢ KoHua IV
TbicAYeneTus 40 H.3. [lunbMyH ynoMuHaeTcs
B APEeBHMX TEKCTax U3 Meconotammm Kak
MpoLBeTaloLL M1 TOPrOBbIN LEHTP, UrpaB-
WM BaXKHYI0 poNb B 3KOHOMMKe LLlymepa.
He notepsan cBoero 3HauyeHua baxpewH n B
nocnepyolee Bpems, ocTaBascb Hambonee
3HAYUTENbHbIM TOProBbIM MOPTOM B Apabo-
MNepcuackom 3anuse. bnarogapsa csoemy
6naronpusTHomy reorpaduyeckomy noso-
KEHWIO M YHUKANbHBIM NPUPOAHbIM Gorat-
CTBaM OH NpoLBETan 1 B 3MoXy rpeyecKoro
BAUAHMA (B 3TOT NepuOA OH OblN U3BECTEH
nof HasBaHuem Tunoc, 4to, BEPOATHO, ABU-
NOCb pe3ynbTaToM 3AANHU3AL N MECTHOTO
Ha3BaHusa JunbMyH/TubBYH), U B Nepuop,
NapdaHckon n CacaHMACKOW MMNEPUNA, U BO
BpemeHa rocnogctea B Apabo-llepcuackom
3anvBe rocyaapcrea Opmy3, 3aBoeBaHU
noptyranbLeB U JoMUHMPoBaHuA OcmaH-
CKOM MMMepuu.

CocyABI AAST KOCMETHKU
Moruapaux Ilaxypa, I B. H.3.
cA0HOBas Kocmo

Cosmetic containers
Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. AD

ivory

b

behind the attribute that has given the
country its modern name — Bahrain, The
Two Seas.

The history of Bahrain is marked by major
cultural episodes that have significantly
impacted the cultural development of the
country and its people. It is on Bahrain
that the civilization of Dilmun, the most
important civilization in the Gulf from

3rd to 1st millennium BC, prospered and
reached its climax c. 2000 BC. From the
end of the 4th millennium BC, reference to
Dilmun appears in ancient Mesopotamian
texts in association with trade, signalling
the flourishing of a trade emporium

that was vital for the economy of Sumer.
This trade supremacy continued over

the centuries and survived the shifts in
regional power. Indeed, blessed with its
unique position and outstanding natural
wealth, Bahrain, known in classical

times as Tylos (a probable Hellenisation
of Dilmun/Thilwun), was still a leading
harbour in the Gulf and continued to
thrive within the Hellenistic realm and
later under the influence of the Parthians,
Sassanids, Hormuzi, Portugese and within
the Ottoman dominion respectively.

CuTo " KOBII

Mornapauxk Illaxypa, I B. H.3.
6ponsa

Stainer bowl and ladle
Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. AD
bronze




BAXPEWH B 3MOXY TUJIOCA

borarcrtBo cTpaHbl He MO0 He NMpUBJEYb
BHMMaHue AnexcaHapa MaKkeaoHCKoro.
CynTaeTcsa, 4TO rpeyecKknin 3aBoeBaresb
nAaHMpoBas noxos B ApaBuio nocne cBoero
BO3BpalyeHus u3 uguu. NMpubamsutensHo B
325 I. 10 H.3. 0flHa U3 MOPCKUX Pa3Be/blBa-
TeNbCKUX 3KCNeanunin AnekcaHapa Locturia
Tunoca un ee yyacTHUKKN OCTaBUNKN ONUCAHNE
apxunenara.

XoTs BOMPOC 0 XapaKTepe v maclutabax rpe-
YeCKOoro BAMAHMA Ha baxperHe HOCKT Auc-
KYCCMOHHBIW XapaKTep, OAHAKO He NOANEKUT
COMHeHwuIo ToT haKT, yto Tuioc npoLBeTan

B IlI-Il BeKax fo H.3., B nepuog npasieHus
anHactum CeneBKkunaoB. BeposATHO, OH AB-
NANCA HE3aBUCHMOWN TEPPUTOPUEN, KOTOPYIO
rpeyecKunii BOeHHbIN 10T MCNO/Ib30BaN Kak
cBoio 6a3y B Apabo-lepcuackom 3anuee.
Mocne nageHunsa CeneBKUACKON AMHACTUWN,
npn6ansuTensbHo B cepeuHe Il B. 4o H.3., B
MeconoTtamuu yTBEpANIOCL XapaKeHcKoe
LapcTBo, cepa BAMAHNA KOTOPOTO BCKOPE
pacnpocTpaHunack Ha Apabo-lepcuackuii
3anuB 1 baxperiH. 3To noaTBEpKAaeTCA
ABYMs 0O6Hapy:KeHHbIMU Ha baxpeiiHe 1 B
Manbmupe HaanUCcAMU, KOTOpble YyTOMUHAIOT
XapaKeHCKUX HaMeCTHUKOB, NPaBVBLUKX B
Tunoce B 125 T. O H.3. U B 131 . H.3.

Apxeonoruyeckue matepuarnbl CBULETENb-
CTBYIOT O BAUAHUM U APYFMX CTPAH U HApPOLOB
Ha KynbTypy Tnoca, KOTopbIA HaXoaUCA B

Ourypka >KEHIJUHBI B U3ALUJHOM OACSTHUU
Mornapamk llaxypa, I B. A0 H.3. — I B. H.3.
2Auna

Figurine-plaque featuring a finely dressed
female character. Shakhoura necropolis,
1st cent. BC — 1st cent. AD

clay

BAHRAIN DURING THE TYLOS PERIOD

The growing fortune of the Bahrain islands
could not have escaped the interest of
Alexander the Great. Seemingly, the Greek
conqueror had planned to conquer Arabia
on his return from India. Around 325 BC,
one of Alexander’s maritime scouting
expeditions reached Tylos and left a
detailed description of the archipelago.

Although the nature and extent of

the Greek intervention in Bahrain is
contentious, it is certain that Tylos
witnessed an exceptional phase of
prosperity under the tutelage of the
Seleucid Empire in the 3rd and 2nd
centuries BC. Tylos was probably an
autonomous domain used as a port of
call for the Greek military fleet in the
Gulf. Following the fall of the Seleucid
Empire in the middle of the 2nd century
BC, the Characene Kingdom established
itself in Mesopotamia and extended its
influence over the Gulf and Bahrain. This
domination of Characene is confirmed
by two inscriptions (from Bahrain and
Palmyra), which mention Characenian
governors appointed to Tylos c. 125 BC
and in 131 AD.

The archaeological record confirms the
international character of the Tylos culture
that was in constant interaction with

®urypka Aouraan
Mornapamk as-Xapskap, I B. oo H.3. —

I B. H.3.
2AuUna

Figurine of horse

Al-Hajjar necropolis, 1st cent. BC —
1st cent. AD

clay




NOCTOSAHHOM B3aUMOLENCTBUU C Pa3NnYHbl-
MU YacTAMU 3NNUHU3UPOBaHHOTO BankHero
BocToKa u cbirpan 3HauuTeNbHY0 Posb B
pacnpocTpaHeHUn rpeyecKomn KynbTypbl.
HaxoAKM HECKONbKMX rpeYecKnx Haanucen
CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO YaCTb XuTe-
nevi Tunoca Bnagena rpe4yeckrm si3bIKOM.
Kepamuka, MOHETbI U NpeaMeTbl AeKopaTHB-
HOro M M306pa3UTENbHOTO UCKYCCTBA TaKkKe
OTPAXKAIOT CIOXKHbIV NPOLLECC KY/ILTYPHOTO
B3aWMOBUAHUS.

3EJIEHbIN OCTPOB TUNOC

B nepuog 6poH30Boro Beka 6narofaps
06MNNI0 UCTOYHWKOB NMPECHOMN BOAbI U MbiLL-
HOM pacTuTenbHOCTY [AMNbMYH B CO3HaHUM
LIYMepOB accoLUMPOBANCA C HEKUM 3eMHbIM
paem, B KOTOpOM /oan obnaganu 6eccmep-
Tiem. CornacHo WymepcKow mudonornu
[AnnbMyH 6bi1 CBA3AH C NPOUCXOMKAEHUEM
mupa. CYnTanock, 4to 3eMs U OKpyMatoLie
ee Mops NOKOATCA Ha rPOMAZiHOM MOA3EM-
HOM NPeCHOBO/AHOM OKeaHe, Ha3blBaeMOoM
AB3y, KOTOPbIN CHabXaeT 3eMI0 UCTOYHIKA-
MU 1 pekamu. Llymepckuin 6or IHKK, Xpa-
HUTenb A63y, Harpaaun AunsMyH obunmem
NPecHoO BoAbl, MOAHSB HA MOBEPXHOCTL
apTe3naHcK1e CTOYHUKM U TEM CaMbIM
AapOBaB XW3Hb 1 PACTUTENLHOCTb.

Ve B KoHue IV B. [0 H.3. OoXecTBeHHas
npupoaa 3To1 3eMu NPUBAEKNA BHUMaHMe
rpeyeckux mopennasarenen u ydeHbix. Kor-

ABOVHOV COCYA AASL IIPUTHUPAHU
Moruapaux Ilaxypa, I B. A0 H.3.
Aenmounvtit karvyum (max nasvibaemotii
«arebacmp» )

Twin ointment container
Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. BC
banded calcite (so-called “alabaster” )

different parts of the Hellenistic Near East
and must have played a significant role in
the dissemination of Greek culture. The
uncovering of a few Greek inscriptions
supports the notion that the Greek
language was adopted by some of the
inhabitants of Tylos. Pottery, numismatics
and figurative art clearly illustrate this

intricate process of cultural appropriation.

TYLOS, A GREEN ISLAND

As early as the Bronze Age, the abundance
of freshwater springs and plentiful
vegetation in ancient Bahrain was
probably the main reason behind the
Sumerian association of Dilmun with

an earthly paradise in which people
enjoyed immortality. According to archaic
mythology, Dilmun was associated with
the origin of the world. It was believed
that the earth and its oceans rested on a
subsurface freshwater ocean, the so-called
Apsu, which supplied surface springs and
rivers. Accordingly, the Sumerian god and
guardian of the Apsu, Enki, blessed Dilmun
with plentiful freshwater by bringing its
artesian springs to the surface, bestowing
life and vegetation.

This numinous character captured the
attention of Greek admirals and authors

CBeTuABHUKA

Pasanunbie mormabauku, I-11 B, H.3.
2ra3ypoBannas Kepamuxa

A collection of lamps
Various necropolis, 1st-2nd cent. AD
glazed pottery




[a B 325 I. 0 H.3. MOPCKasn pa3BejblBaresb-
Has sKcneaunumsa AnekcaHapa Make[oHCKoro
J0CTUINa 0CTPOBA, OAMH U3 ee Y4aCTHUKOB,
AngpocdeH u3 ®Pacoca, 0CcTaBuI onvcaHne
CafioB W YyleCHOro Knumara Tunoca, KoTo-
poe He JOL/O0 A0 HALWMWX HEN, HO HA KOTO-
poe HepeaKo CCblNanuchb aHTUYHbIE reorpa-
bl M 6oTaHMKK. B fanbHeiiem 3to Tema
nonyymna pasBuTtue B Tpyaax Apyrux nccne-
LOBaTefel, B NepByio ouepeab, boTaHuKa
Teodpacra, xusLero B Hayane lll B. o H.3.:
«Ha octpoBe pactyT hMHMKOBbIE NaNbMbl,
BMHOrpag 1 apyrve GpyKToBble AepPeBbS,
BK/t0Yas BeyHo3eneHble duru. Kpome Toro,
13 Hebec N3IMBAETCA BOAA ... HA OCTPOBE
HaxoAMTCA MHOFO MCTOYHUKOB...». Hapaay

C NanbMamu, BUHOrpagHUKamu 1 hpyKTo-
BbIMU 1€PEBbAMU B MPOU3BEAEHUAX KNaC-
CMYeCKVX aBTOPOB BCTPEYAKOTCA U paccKasbl
0 KyNbTUBMPOBaHU XNoMNKa («wepcre-
HOCHbIX IePEBbLEB»), KOTOPbIE B 60/bLIOM
KOJMYecTBe pOCaW Ha OCTPOBE.

YNoMVHaITC MaHTPOBbIE 3aPOC/N, CErOAHS
NpaKTMYeCcK ncyesHysLre. [oapo6HbIii

1 3axBaTbIBaOLL M paccka3 Teodpacra no-
3BOJISIET COCTABUTb MBOE NpefcTaBaeHne

0 MaHrpoBbIX 3apoc/sx ApeBHero baxpeiiHa:
«... HA BOCTOYHOW CTOPOHEe OCTPOBA ... pacTeT
TaKoe KONMYEeCTBO AePeBLEB, YTO NPUIUB
ynupaeTcs B HUX, KaK B 3a60p ...».

He ocTanca HesameueHHbIM U U3bICKaHHbIN
wemuyr baxpeiiHa. Ha Tunoce oH 6bin B M30-
6unum, oTInYanca HeobbIKHOBEHHOM Kpaco-

Ky6ox Ha HOKKE
Mornapaux Caap, II-1II BB. H.3.
Bv1dy6Broe cmexro

Footed beaker
Saar necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD
blown glass

as early as the 3rd century BC. When
Alexander’s scouting expedition reached
the island around 325 BC, Androstenes
of Thasos, in a vivid account lost

today but regularly quoted by classical
geographers and botanists, reported on
the luxuriant gardens of Tylos and the
pleasant climate. This was developed

at length, notably by the botanist
Theophrastus at the beginning of the

3rd century BC: “There are date palms
on the island and vines and other fruit
trees including evergreen figs. Also there
is water from heaven... there are many
springs on the island...” In addition

to palms, vines, and fruit trees, classical
accounts illustrate the cultivation

of cotton trees (“wool-bearing trees”)
that were grown abundantly on the
island.

The island’s mangrove, which has almost
disappeared today, was exhaustively
documented. This accurate and gripping
description has allowed for an exact
reconstruction of the ancient mangrove
of Bahrain. Theophrastus reported:

“On the coast side there is such a number
of trees that when the tide goes out, they
make a regular fence...”

Bahrain’s exquisite pearls did not go
unnoticed. In fact, the abundant and
beautiful pearls of Tylos were constantly

Mwuanaropuas amdopa
Mornapauxk Illaxypa, xon. II-I BB. A0 H.3.
PopmoBannoe cmexro

Amphoriskos

Shakhoura necropolis, end of 2nd-1st
cent. BC

core formed glass




TOI, U ero 6e3 ycranu Bocxsansiu: «Haxoast
MHOTO }emuyra, ¥ BOKPYr OCTPOBA TYT 1 TaMm
MOXHO BU/ETb NNOTbl U3 TPOCTHIKA, C KOTO-
PbIX MY}UYUHBbI HbIPSIOT B MOPE... U MPUHOCAT
HaBepX YCTpyL, B ABYCTBOPYATHIX PAKOBU-
Hax... M KOrAa yCTpuLa X1BET Ha AHe, B Heil
06pa3syioTcs HeoObIKHOBEHHO NPO3PayHbIe
U KPYMHbIE JKEMUYYKUHbI». ITO CBUAETENbCTBO
WNcmaopa XapakcKoro, uBLLIero B KoHue | B.
A0 H.3. CyLLeCTBYIOT TaK}Ke ONMUCAHUA OCTPO-
Ba, ocTaB/ieHHble CTpaboHoM v ManHuem
Craplwmm, oTHocAlmeca K | B. H.3.

APEBHUE NMOIrPEBAJIbHbIE
TPAANLINN

VHTepec apxeonoroB K baxperiHy, BO3HUK-
wuin ewle B XIX B. nocne nosBneHns 3aechb
MepBbIX eBPONENCKUX NyTELLECTBEHHUKOB,
AOCTUT KyNIbMUHALMMW NOC/e 1950-X FOf0B,
Koraa pacKorKu AaTCKOM apXeonornyecKon
3KCNeAMLUM NOATBEPANAN CYLLLECTBOBAHNE
nereHAapHon LMBUAU3aL MU JunbmyHa. 310
BaXXHOE OTKPbITME CTaNo CTUMY/IOM NS Npo-
JO/MKEHNA apXe0Nornyecknx uccneaoBaHumn
OCTPOBa, YTO B 3HAYMTENbHOWN CTENEHU CMO-
COOCTBOBANO HalleMy NOHUMAHWIO ApeBHEN
nctopun baxpenHa u ero Hapogaa. Mpexae
BCEro, pacKoMKW NponuAK CBET Ha norpe-
6anbHble TpaauLUK, KOTOpbIE ABAIOTCS
CaMo CaMOoObITHOM 1 3arago4Homn ocobeH-
HOCTbIO LMBUAM3aLUMUK AnnbmyHa. Hekpono-
v baxpenHa ¢ TOYKM 3peHMA NNOTHOCTU U
KoNM4ecTBa 3axopoHeHui (0Kono 80 000)

Mwuunarropuas ampopa
Moruapaux Caap, I B. H.3.
Bv1dy6Broe cmexro

Amphoriskos
Saar necropolis, 1st cent. AD
blown glass

praised: “Many pearls are found, and
around about the island there are rafts
made of reeds, from which men drive into
the sea... and bring up double-shelled
oysters... and when the oyster lives at

the bottom, it produces the clearest and
largest pearls.” This account by Isidore of
Charax (towards the end of the 1st century
BC) was later enhanced by the accurate
descriptions of Strabo and Pliny the Elder
in the 1st century AD.

A LONG FUNERARY TRADITION

Perceived by travellers as early as the
19th century, real archaeological interest
in Bahrain culminated after the 1950s
when a Danish archaeological expedition
confirmed the existence of the long
praised mythical civilization of Dilmun.
This significant discovery paved the

way for further investigations across

the islands, which ultimately enhanced
our understanding of ancient Bahrain
and its people. Above all, it allowed
archaeologists and historians to shed
some light on the prevailing funerary
customs, deemed the most original and
intriguing characteristic of the Dilmun
culture. Bahrain has the most impressive
burial landscape in the world in terms

of concentration and sheer number (c.
80,000), notably described by a 19th

Apwubasa
Mornasamnk A6y Aummpa, I B. H.3.
6v1dy6Broe cmexro

Aryballos
Abu Ashira necropolis, 1st cent. AD
blown glass




NpPeBOCXOAAT BCE OCTaNbHble B MUpe. OaUH U3 NyTellecTBEHHUKOB, MOCETHB-
Wwui octpos B XIX BeKe, onucbiBan «6e36pexHoe MOpe MOrMbHbIX XOJIMOB».
Hecmotps Ha To, YTO 3@ MOCNeAHME WeCTbAECAT IET UHTEHCUMBHAA FOPOLCKas
3acTpoViKka NpuBena K pe3KoMy COKpaLLEHNI0 KONNYeCcTBa 3aXOPOHEHW
3noxu JunbmyHa, MOTU/IbHbIE XONIMbl NO-NPEXHEMY OCTAIOTCS HEOTbEMIEMON
yacTbto NaHawadhTa coBpemeHHoro baxpeinHa.

bonee no3aHne 1 ToXe MHOTrOYNCNEHHbIE HEKPOMoau 3noxu Tunoca, pacno-
NOXeHHble, KaK NpaBuao, B MUHON NPUPOLHO-NaHAWAMTHON cpefe, Hexenu
npejllecTBoBaBluve UM norpebeHns [AunbmyHa, UCKNOYUTENBHO XOPOLLO
COXPaHWINCh N HAaCTO OKa3blBAKOTCA HEMOTPEBOXEHHbIMU. Y4UTbIBAA He-
MHOFOYMCAEHHOCTb M3BECTHBIX MOCENEeHUI 3noxu Tnnoca, Halln CBeAeHUs
0 COLMaNnbHO-KYNbTYPHOMN cuTyaLumn Ha baxpeiHe B kKoHue Il B. 1o H.3. — llI
B. H.3. 0CHOBaHbI MPEMMYLLECTBEHHO Ha aHaNu3e marepuana norpebeHuil.
KoHLeHTpaLms 1 pacnonoxeHne 3aXxopoHeHui 3noxu Tnnoca, X BHYTPEH-
HAA CTPYKTypa OTpaxaroT CUCTEMY CYLLeCTBOBABLUMX PENUTMO3HbIX NPeACcTaB-
NeHWUiA 1 CBA3AHHbIX C HUMU 0ObIYaEeB U TPAAMLIMIA. VI3ydeHre 3TUX BaXHbIX
apXxeosiorMYecKmX CBUAETENLCTB MO3BONAET PEKOHCTPYMPOBATh MECTHbIE No-
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Packonku Hexpomoas
IMMaxypa (packomku Amu-
PEKLNUN IO aPXEOAOTUN
M KyABTYPHOMY HacAe-
anio Baxpeitna, 1992-
1993 1r.)

Excavations of Shakhoura
necropolis (excavations
of the Bahrain Direction
of Archaeology and
Heritage, 1992-93)

century traveller as a “vast sea of sepulchral mounds”. Although the
number of Dilmun tombs has dropped tremendously due to rapid urban
development over the past 60 years, burial mounds still dominate the
landscape in Bahrain today.

The later and also numerous Tylos cemeteries, generally located in an
environment quite different from the previous Dilmun one, have often
been discovered intact and exceptionally well preserved. In the scarcity
of settlements from this period, our understanding of the prevailing
socio-cultural setting from the end of the 2nd century BC to the 3rd
century AD relies almost exclusively on funerary material. Indeed, the
concentration, organization and internal structure of the graves from the
Tylos period reflect a whole system of belief and echoes a very particular
set of customs and traditions. The examination of this distinguished
archaeological record allows for an interpretation of the local burial
customs and a reflection on the rituals and their minutia. Ultimately, any

25

ITorpe6aspHbIe cTEABI
Ha OTOPOSKEHHOM PUTY-
aABHOM yYaCTKe
Hexpomnoas IMlaxypa

Funerary stele
on a sacred enclosure
Shakhoura necropolis



rpebanbHble puUTyansl. BoisiBaseMble M3MeHEeHMs, KacatoliMecs Konnyecrsa
3aX0POHEHWI, X PACMONOMKEHUS U METOA0B CTPOUTENLCTBA, UANIOCTPUPYIOT
pasHble 3Tanbl pa3BuTuA obiectea Tunoca, GUKCMPYIOT M3MEHEHWSA B €ro
COLMaNbHO-KYNBTYPHOM XU3HM.

HEKPOMNOJIN TUIOCA

Hekpononu Tunoca coctosT 13 60/bLIOTO KONIMYECTBO 3aX0POHEHUI, pacnono-
KEHHbIX PAAOM NGO B HECKOIbKO APYCOB OAHO Hafj APYr1M. B LileHTpe HeKpo-
nons 06bIYHO HAXOAUTCS 3aXOPOHEHE «OCHOBOTO/NOXHUKA», BblAeNs 0L eecs
6onee CNoXHON KOHCTPYKLMeN, boratcTBom norpe6anbHOro MHBEHTaps 1
MecyaHblM HamOrbHbLIM XO/IMOM BHYLUMTE/IbHbIX pa3MepoB. BepoATHo, OHO
ABNANOCH NEPBLIM B MOTU/IbHUKE M B HEM XOPOHW/IN YeN0BEeKa, 3aHMMaBLUEro
A0CTaTO4YHO BbICOKOE MOJOXKEHWE B TOV COLMANbHON rpynne, KOTOpon npu-
Haanexan Hekpononb. Mocneayiowme norpebeHns nmeny 6onee HU3KNe
HaMOTW/bHble HACbIMN U pa3MeLLanvcb BOKPYr NepBOHa4YaabHOr0 KOHLEHTPH-
yeckumm Kpyramu. C Te4eHrem BpemeHM KONMYeCTBO 3aXOPOHEHWIN pocho,

change over time in tomb numbers, locations and construction methods
reflect on the dynamics of Tylos society and ensuing socio-cultural
changes.

THE TYLOS NECROPOLIS

The Tylos cemeteries generally encompassed a considerable number of
juxtaposed or superimposed graves. At the heart of the necropolis, there
was one elaborate — and usually rich — grave, where an eminent member
(possibly the founder) of the social group was probably buried at first,
and over which a particularly imposing mass of earth had accumulated.
The later burials then formed concentric circles around this original
burial, with much lower sandy mounds. Gradually, as the number of
burials increased with time, the graves were covered with sand hence
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ITorpe6enne smoxu
Twuaoca ¢ ocrarkamu
AEPEBIHHOIO Ipoba.
Hexkpomnoas Illaxypa,
xoAaMm 1, morpebenne 34
(packounxku Aupexyun
II0 APXEOAOTUN

M KYABTYPHOMY
Hacaeanro Baxpeiina,

1992-1993 rr.)

Tylos grave with remains
of a wooden coffin
Shakhoura necropolis,
Mound 1, Grave 34
(excavations of the
Bahrain Direction

of Archaeology and
Heritage, 1992-93)
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INaan n poro norpe-
6eHnii Ha MOTMABHOM
xoame Ne 1 Hekpomoast
IMlaxypa. ITorpe6enwns
PacOAOSKEHbI KOHLEH-
TPUIECKUMNU KPYramu
BOKPYT 3aXOPOHECHWUS
«OCHOBOIIOAOSKHHMKa»
MOTMABHUKA (PaCKOIKM
Awnpexunn o apxeo-
AOTMU U KYABTYPHOMY
HacAepAnro Baxpeiina,
1992-1993 rr.)

Groundplan and
photo of Mound 1
at Shakhoura necropolis.

Graves have developped
on concentric circles
around the main, original
grave of the necropolis
founder (excavations
ofthe Bahrain Direction
of Archaeology and
Heritage, 1992-93)



HamMorunabHble HacbiN 3@aHOCUTNCb HOBbIM
NecKom, 1 B KOHL,e KOHLIOB Ha 60bLLIOM npo-
CTpaHCTBE HEKPONONA NoABNANNCD O6UJl/Ip-

Hble rPYMmbl BbITAHYTbIX HECUMMETPUYHbIX
MOTUNbHbIX XONIMOB CPEAHEN BbICOTbI, YTO
Ype3BblYaNHO XapaKTePHO As BaxpenHCKUX
HeKpornonen anoxu Tunoca.

Morpe6anbHas Kamepa, Bbice4eHHas B
KameHUCToM no4yse — Hanbonee pacnpocrpa-
HEHHbIN B MOTUILHOTO COOPYXHeHUs. B
paHHUiA nepuog anoxu Tunoca BHyTPeHHME
CTeHbl NorpebanbHbIX KAMep YacTo BblKNa-
AbIBANNCb U3BECTHAKOBLIMU NAUTAMM, @ WX
OCHOBaHWe U BEPXHIOI0 YacTb LNaKieBanu
CTpouTenbHbIM pactBopom. Co BpemeHeMm

OT BbIKNAKN N3BECTHAKOBLIMM MAUTAMU
OTKasanucb. Kpome Toro, ecnu B paHHWM ne-
puog rny6uHa norpebanbHoi Kamepsbl 6bina
OTHOCUTENbHO He3Ha4uTeNbHOW, To B 6onee
NO34HWIA Nepmog OHa MOr/ia NpeBbIllaTh
0anH meTp. Kamepy 06bIYHO NMepeKpbIBanm
ABYMsl U/IM TPEMSA KAMEHHbIMI MAUTaMK
HenpaBMAbHON hOPMbI, KOTOPbIE TILATENLHO
CKpennsannchb runcom. Jinib HemHorue no-
rpebanbHble Kamepbl NPeACTaBAAAMN coboi
COOPYXEHUA U3 TIaTeNbHO NOAOrHAHHbIX
KaMeHHbIX 610K0B. O6bIYHO 3TO ObINK AO-
BOJIbHO CKPOMHbIE MO CBOEN KOHCTPYKLIUK
COOpPYXEHUs, MHOTAA HEOAHOKPATHO UCMONb-
30BaBLMecs. Korga 3axopoHeHus coBeplua-
JINCb B YXe CyllleCTBOBABLUMX MOrUNax, Bce,
YTO OCTaBaNOCh OT MPEXHEro norpedexHus,
CKNafblBanu B rpyay, OTOABMIanu B CTOPOHY
UNW NepeHoCun B ipyroe Mecro.

Konnuyecknit Ky6ox

Mornapaux Ilaxypa, I B. H.3.
Bv1dyBroe u popmobBannoe cmexro

Conical beaker
Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. AD
mould-blown glass

constituting vast groups of extended and
irregular mounds of medium height, which
are very distinctive of the Tylos phase

in Bahrain.

The rock-cut cist is the most common
grave type. In the early phases of the
Tylos period, the inner walls of the burial
chambers were often lined with limestone
slabs, with their base and tops plastered
with mortar. This lining was progressively
abandoned. In addition, whereas the
depth of the burial chambers was usually
shallow during the Early Tylos period,
during the later phase, the depth of the
chambers could exceed one metre. The
chambers were generally covered with two
or three irregular stone slabs, carefully
sealed with plaster. A few burial chambers
were meticulously built out of carved
stones blocks, while others were rather
modest in construction and sometimes
re-used over time. When burials used
older graves, the remains of the previous
burial were piled up or placed to one
side, but were also occasionally removed
or deposited elsewhere.

The meticulous care and attention

given to the deceased during the Tylos
period underpins a distinguished and
intricate system of funerary traditions.

Apwubasa
Mornasaux Caap, I B. H.3.
6v1dy6Broe cmexro

Aryballos
Saar necropolis, 1st cent. AD
blown glass




3ab0T11rBOE 1 BHUMATENbHOE OTHOLLUEHWE

K yMepLMMm Ha Tunoce noaTBepxAaercs
LLe/IbIM KOMMIEKCOM PEKOHCTPYMUPYEMbIX MO-
rpebanbHbiX TpaanLMi. TuarensHbln nogbop
npeameToB norpebanbHOro MHBEHTaps ABHO
CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO CMEPTb HE 03Ha-
yana 3aBeplleHKe 3eMHOTO0 NyTY YeNoBeKa,
a CKopee NoHMManach Kak Nepexoa B Apyryto
U3Hb, «NyTeleCcTBME 3a NPeAenbl MU3HU»,
COMpoBOX/AaBLieecs pa3HoobpasHbIMM 06-
psaamu. XapaKktep HaxofoK B norpe6eHunsx,
X COCTaB C/YAT APKMUM NOATBEPHKAEHUEM
cyllecTBoBaHuA Ha Tunoce Bepbl B 3arpoob-
HYI0 }U13Hb. HecmMoTps Ha To YTo NpeacTaB-
NleHMA 0 3arpobHOM HI3HM ObIIK 0BLMMK,
AeTtanu norpebanbHoro o6psaa BapbupoBa-
JINCb OT HEKPOMOAS K HEKPOMOIO 1 3aBUCK-
N, BEPOATHO, OT NPEANoYTEHUS KUTENETN.

MYTELLECTBME B 3ATPOBHbIA MUP

Yconwmx XOPOHWIN B NOJIOXKEHNN NexXa

Ha CnNnHe, C pyKaMu, BbITAHYTbIMW BAOJ1b
TynoBuiia, Npn 3ToM KNCTN PYK Haxoannncb
Ha ypoBHe 6ep,ep, NHOTAa X NOMeLLann Ha
XUBOT NN Tpyab. JlokTtn, npuxarble K Teny,
YKa3blBalOT HA TO, YTO B HEKOTOPbIX C/ly4anax
ansa d)m(cau,vm PYK ncnonb3oBanncb noso-
CKM 13 TKaHu. Cneppl, 0CTaBlEHHbIE Ha oLwTy-
KaTypeHHbIX noiax I'IOFpE6aI'IbeIX Kamep,

da TaKe cnefbl OT BEPEBOK, COXpaHUBLUNECA
Ha CTeHaxX Kamep, CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O YaCTOM
MCNoJ1Ib30BaHUN AepPeEBAHHbIX FpO6OB.
KaHaBKu, KOTOpbl€ NHOrAa BbI,EI,aI'I6J'II/IBa}'II/ICb

Tapeaxka Ha HOXKe

Moruapaux Caap, I-1I BB. H.3.
Popmobannoe (?) cmexaro

Footed plate
Saar necropolis, 1st-2nd cent. AD
moulded (?) glass

The elaborate burial furniture found

in most of the burial chambers clearly
indicates that death was not considered
as the end of life, but rather that it

was conceived as a rite of passage,

a true “journey beyond life”, which

was accompanied by different rituals.
The nature of the findings and their
consistency indicates a grounded belief
in an afterlife in Tylos. Beyond this general
context, one observes that the general
principles may vary from one cemetery
to another, hence reflecting the different
preferences of the inhabitants.

THE JOURNEY BEYOND LIFE

The dead were buried lying on their backs,
their arms stretched out along the body,
with the hands at hip level, occasionally
placed on the stomach or the chest. The
elbows pulled in towards the body indicate
that cloth bands were used in some cases.
The marks left on the plastered floors of the
graves and the traces of rope along the
walls reveal the frequent use of wooden
coffins. Small channels, sometimes dug in
the floor at the feet of the deceased, were
probably used for liquids to run off during
libation and ritual performances.

CocyA ¢ pydYkamMu ¥ KaHHEAMPOBAH-
HBIM TYAOBOM

Mormnasauk Caap, II-III BB. H.3.
2ra3ypoBannasn Kepamuka

Handled jar with fluted body
Saar necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD
glazed ware




B MNONY KAMEePbI Y HOT MOKONHWKA, BEPOATHO,
NCMNONb30BaNUCh A5 OTBEAEHUS KUAKOCTEN
BO BPeMSs BO3IMAHUIN U UHBIX PUTYaANbHbIX
JNencTBUNn.

B 60nbLUMHCTBE 3aX0POHEHWIA, 0COOEHHO
oTHoCALMXCA K | B. 10 H.3. — | B. H.3., 06-
HapyXeH 6oratblii norpedanbHbIi UHBEH-
Tapb. 370 rMa3ypoBaHHble KEpaMmuyecKkue
Ba3bl, CTEKNAHHbIE COCY/bl TOHKOM paboThl,
anebacTpoBble cocy/pl, NpeaMeTbl, CenaH-
Hble U3 C/IOHOBOW KOCTU UM KOCTU APYTnx
XWBOTHbIX, TEPPAKOTOBbIE OUFYPKM, BENKO-

nenHble n3aenmna tBeJIMpHOro NCKyCccTea.
K\ijU’IbHI/IU,bI, ncnonb3oBaslNeECA BO Bpemsa
MOXOPOHHbIX 06pHLI,OB, TaKXXe BXxoanin

B COCTaB norpebanbHoro vHBeHTaps. Kpome
TOT0, NPY pacKonKax 6blNo HajeHo MHOTO
M3BECTHSKOBBIX CTeJl, ABNSABLINXCA U306pa-
YKEHVWEeM YMepLLEro Uiv BOM/OLEHNEM ero
Ayww. CTenbl YacTo COCTaBANN 3aMKHYTbIE
puTyanbHble rpynmbl.

TuiarenbHoe M3yyeHnMe MHOro06pasHoro
martepuana, Haxo4uMOro NPy pPackomnKax,
NO3BO/AET PEKOHCTPYMPOBATb Pa3NnyHble
3Tanbl NyTelecTBMA B 3arpobHbiin mup. Oye-
BUAHO, C YMEPLIMM NPOLLANNCh KaK C MUBbIM
yefoBeKOM. POACTBEHHUKM 3a60TMAUCH

0 TOM, YTO6bI FOPAYO NOOVMBIE UMW NOYUB-
e 6a13KMe ObINN OAETbI B NyYLle O b
1 o6naganu Bceil HEOBXOAMMON YTBAPbIO
ANA CTO/b OMACHOTOo NyTellecTBus. ApXxeono-
rMYecKue CBUAETENbCTBA YKa3biBaIOT HA TO,
YTO NPM NOATOTOBKE TeNa K 3aXOPOHEHWIO

CocyAbI ¢ pyyramn

Pa3savunbie MOrMABHUKH, | B. AO H.3. —
I B. H.3.
2ra3ypoBannasn Kepamuxa

collection of handled containers
Various necropolis, 1st cent. BC —
1st cent. AD

glazed ware

In most of the graves, significant and
highly original funeral furniture, especially
between the 1st century BC and the 1st
century AD was found. Glazed ceramic
vases, finely worked glass vessels,
alabaster containers, objects made

of bone orivory and terracotta figurines
as well as spectacular jewellery were
discovered in the chambers. Incense
burners, used for the funeral rites, were
also uncovered. In addition, a number

of quite distinguished limestone steles
evoking the figure or the soul of the
deceased were unearthed, often gathered
in small ritual enclosures.

The close examination of this diversified
material has allowed the different
episodes of the journey to the afterlife

to be reconstructed. It illustrates how the
deceased was bid farewell, as if he/ she
were still alive. Indeed, the relatives
would make sure that their late beloveds
were dressed in their finery and well
equipped with all the necessary utensils
for the hazardous journey. The recovered
finds indicate that the appearance of the
deceased was treated with perfumes and
cosmetics, that they had a good supply
of food and drink to sustain themselves
throughout their passage and that they
had some money to pay the “ferryman.”
In some graves, weapons were found next
to the bodies.

AoposkHasn ¢asira
Mornasaux Caap, I-11 BB. H.3.
2ra3ypoBannas Kepamuxa

“Pilgrim flask”
Saar necropolis, 1st-2nd cent. AD
glazed ware




1CMONb30BaNNCh 61AroBOHMA U KOCMETH-
YeCKue cpeacrea. VmepLuero cHabxanu

B AOpPOry A0OCTaTO4YHbIM KONNYE€CTBOM NULLNA
N NTbA, @ TAKXE AeHbraMun ana nnatbl «ne-
PEBO3YUKY». B HEKOTOPbIX MOruniaax pagom
C Teflamn NnomelLanocCb opyxue.

KOPMJIEHUE YMEPLLEIO

Efa 1 nuTbe CAyXUNN HEOTbEMIEMOW YaCTbIO
norpe6anbHOro puTyana, 4to NOATBEPHAA-
eTcsA 60bLNM KONMYECTBOM HAaX04MMO
nocyabl. OAHaKO 0CTAeTCA HeACHbIM, Cbeaa-
nacb N1 NuiLa BO BPEMS NOMUHOK, ABAANACH
NIX OHa noAHoLIeHeM 6oram UM JomKHa

Oblf1a NOMOYb YMepLUIeMy BblAepiKaTb A0-
pory B 3arpo6Hbiii Mup. Kak 6bl To HU 6bino,
HEKOTOPbIE U3 HAXOANUMbIX NTPeaMeToB (Kak,
Hanpumep, MUHUATIOPHbIE KOP3UHKM ANs
nepeHoca nuiyK), a TaKKe opraHuyecKne
OCTaTKV CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO B MO-

rUAbl NOMeLLannch 3anachl MUKW 1 NUTHA,
AOCTaToYHbIe AN15 TOro, YTO6bI yMepLUni Obin
obecneyeH MMM Ha NYTU B 3arPOOHbIA MUP.
HanpeHHble B MOrMaax octaTku sinL, pako-
BMHbI MOPCKUX MOJISIIOCKOB U KOCTU MEKNX
MBOTHbIX, 0COBEHHO AMYMN HEOObLLIOTO
pa3mepa, No3BONAT CYAUTb O KYINHAPHBIX
npucrpactuax xutenen Tunoca. ManeHbkue
CTYMKN C NeCTUKaMu, BEPOATHO, CAYXMUAN
Ansl ApobneHns 3epeH 3/1aKOBbIX PacTeHUH,
KOTOPbIE TOXE HaxOAAT B 3aXOPOHEHUAX.

Pacniucubie cocyast B popme MUHMATIOP-

HBIX KOP3MHOK

Mornasamk llaxypa, I B. A0 H.3. — I B. H.3.

2Auna, 00KU2

Painted vessels in the shape of miniature
baskets

Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. BC —

1st cent. AD

clay

NOURISHING THE BODY

Eating and drinking were integral to the
burial ritual as indicated by the staggering
number of food service vessels. It remains
unclear, however, whether the food was
consumed during a funerary banquet,
whether it was an offering to a divinity

or of it was intended for the deceased

to survive the journey. Nevertheless,
some symbolic containers (miniature
food-baskets) and, more generally,

the consistency of the deposits imply
that food and drink were placed in the
graves to ensure that the deceased had
a sufficient supply of food and drink for
the voyage into the next world. Deposits
of eggs, shells and, sometimes, small
animals, particularly small game birds,
discovered in some graves, indicate some
of the culinary habits of the inhabitants
of Tylos. Small mortars with their pestles
were probably deposited with some
supply of cereals grains.

CocyA THIa «KpacHas apaBuiicKas Kepa-
MHK2D»

Mornapauk Caap, I 8. oo H.3. — I B. H.3.
2AUHa, 00KU2

“Arabian Red Ware” vessel

Saar necropolis, 1st cent. BC — 1st
cent. AD

clay




Camu cocyabl MOFIM HECTU onpeaeneH-

Hyto (byHKLMIO B norpe6anbHOM putyane.
VIx hopMbl OTpPaXatoT M3MEHYMBBIE TEH-
JeHUUN MOobl TOr0 BpEMEHU U CBUAETEIb-
CTBYIOT O MeXAYyHapoaHbIX CBA3AX Tunoca.
HecmoTpsa Ha To, YTO TpaAMLMOHHbIE YaLuu

1 MWCKM OCTaBanuCh B LUMPOKOM ynoTpe-
GneHuun, c TeYeHUeM BPEMEHU Ha CMEHY
3TON KepaMuWKe TaK Ha3blBAeMOro «apaBui-
CKOro» CTU/IA NPUXOAUT rnasypoBaHHas.
«ApaBuincKasn» TpaauLLMUA B U3roTOBEHUM
KepamuKku, npuLieawas ¢ pacrnonoxeHHoro
psA0M NONYoCTpPOBa, ObiNa XxapakTepHa ans
paHHero nepuoga 3noxu Tunoca. Ee otanyu-
TeNbHON 0COBEHHOCTbIO ABNAETCS YepHoe
WX KpacHOe BHYTPeHHee NOKpbITUE, YacTo
YKpalleHHoe nolieHnem. [ponssoacTeo
rna3ypoBaHHON KepaMMWKK, pa3BUBLLEECA

B 6onee No3gHWI Nepuoa, Mexay | B. 4o H.3.
n Il B. H.3., TOABMNOCH NOA BAUAHUEM 3N1NU-
HUCTUYECKMX, @ BNOCNEACTBUM NaphAHCKMX
06pasLoB. 3a UCKNIOYEHNEM HECKONBKIX
ABHO MMNOPTHbIX U3AeNUiA 6ONbLIVHCTBO Ke-
pammnyecKknx cocynoB, O4EBUAHO, ABNAIOTCA
MECTHOW MPOAYKLMeEN.

YKPALIEHUE TEJIA YMEPLUETO

Cyasa no 06mnuio HamaeHHbIX pparmeHToB
TKaHW, UTOMOK, OYN1aBOK W MOSACHbIX NPAXEK,
nepep 3axopoHeHeM ymepLumx obnayanm

B HapsAHbIE ofexXabl M YKpaLlanu ux aobu-
MbIMV 0BENVPHBIMY U3LENNAMM, BbINOHEH-
HbIMU U3 6POH3bI, cepebpa, 30/10Ta, KaMHel

KyBumHu u xyoxn

Pasamnunbie mormabauxw, 11 B. 1.3, (?)
2AuHa, 00KU2

Jug and beakers
Various necropolis, 3rd cent. AD (?)
bard-fired grey ware

The vessels themselves may have had

a precise function in the ritual, but

the form reflects the fashions of the

time and the international character

of Tylos. While common ware basins and
bowls remained popular, Arabian-style
containers were replaced little by little by
glazed ceramics. This “Arabian” tradition
from the peninsula, present mainly during
the early phase of the Tylos period,

is characterized by an interior black or red
slip, often accompanied by an original
pattern-burnished decoration. The glazed
pottery, which on the whole develops in
the later phases, between the 1st century
BC and the 3rd century AD, is inspired

by Hellenistic, then Parthian, fashions.
With the exception of several probably
imported items, the majority of this
production appears to be local.

ADORNING THE BODY

Before burial, the deceased were dressed
up and adorned in their finery as attested
by the large number of cloths, needles,
pinheads or belt buckles. They were also
adorned with their favourite jewellery,
made of bronze, silver and gold and

AexopaTuBHasa nmaacTuHa ¢ peabePHBIM
u306paskennem skeHuHbl (?) (BO3MOSKHO
YKpallleHHE OAESKABI)

Mormapauk Illaxypa, I B. A0 H.3. — I B. H.3.
30aA0mo, peaved

Decorated plate (applied to clothing?)
featuring a female (?) character
Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. BC — 1st
cent. AD

gold, repoussii technique




1 ®emuyra. LnpoKo ncnonb3oBanucb
pa3Hoobpa3sHble NoABECKU, CEPbIi, KONbLA
! MepcTHU, oXepenbs U bpacneTbl BCEBO3-
MOXHbIX hOPM U3 Pas3NYHbIX MaTepPUANoB.
/iHoraa B 3aXOPOHEHUAX HAXOAAT 30/10Tble
NAACTUHKK AN ry6 1 ras, a B HEKOTOPbIX
CNyYyanx 30/10Tble MAACTUHKM MOXHO UHTEp-
NpeTUpoBaTh KaK Yyactu norpebanbHom gua-
Aembl. Mofo6HbI NorpedanbHblii UHBEHTAPb
LWMPOKO pacnpocTpaHeH B 3NANHUCTUYECKOE
", NO3AHEe, B PUMCKOE BpeMmS.

[leTeli 4acTo XOPOHW/IM B KPYMHbIX KEpamMu-
YeCcKMx cocynax. AMyneTbl 3aLuLLani ux

OT 3/1bIX AYXOB U 06eperanu Ha BCem npo-
TAXEHUW AONTOro NyTu. B peakmx cnydasx

B 3aXOPOHEHUsX B3POC/bIX U feTeid, n3ber-
WKUX pa3rpabneHuns, HaxXoaAT BENUKOENHbIe
HabopbI DBENMPHbIX YKPALLEHWIA.

O6unve cocynoB ANs XpaHeHUs NPUTUPaHUIA
1 KOCMETUKM JaeT OCHOBaHWe nonararb, 4To

nepea npeaaHMem Tena 3emse ymepLuero
NpUBOAMAN B NOPAAOK. B 3eHCKnx morunax
4acTo HaXOAAT XapaKTepHble LUANHAPK-
YecKue KOHTeHepbl C KpacKom ans nuua,
rpebHun u 3epkana. CTo/b e MHOroYMCeH-
Hbl CTEKNAHHbIE COCYAbl, KOTOPbIE, BEPOATHO,
KOrAa-To ObIAY HANOMHEHb! HNArOBOHUAMM.
Hanuume B mormnax Belemn, NpUBE3eHHbIX
n3 Ernnta, JleeaHta 1 Meconotamuu, ABnA-
€TCA APKMM CBUAETENLCTBOM MEXAYHAPOa-
HOro XxapaKTepa TOproBbix cBA3en baxpenHa
B 3TOT UCTOPUYECKUN Nepuoa. HanaeHHble

B pa3/INyHbIX HeEKpononsax Tunoca MMHUa-

AeKopaTuBHBIN AUCK C M300pasKEHUEM SKEH-
IgMHBI (BO3MOSKHO YKPALIEHUE OAESKABL)
Mornasamk llaxypa, I B. A0 H.3. — I B. H.3.
30a0mo, peaved

Decorated disc (applied to clothing?) fea-
turing a female character

Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. BC — 1st
cent. AD

gold, repoussii technique

using precious stones and pearls. These
included a wide range of bangles, anklets,
earrings, finger and toe rings, necklaces
and bracelets of all shapes in all types of
popular material. In particular contexts,
golden eye-bands and/or mouth-bands
were recovered in situ on the skeletons.
In several cases, collections of leaf-
shaped gold pieces, could have pertained
to funerary diadems. Such specific burial
equipment has been found in other
Hellenistic or later Roman contexts.

Children, who were often placed in jars,
were adorned with apotropaic amulets
to drive away evil spirits and to protect

them throughout the long journey.

In some rare cases, exceptional sets

of jewellery (which escaped looting)
were found in adult as well as children’s
burials.

The sheer number of unguent and
cosmetic pots suggest that the deceased
were carefully treated before inhumation.
In women’s graves, kohl tubes, combs and
mirrors were common. Similarly numerous
are glass vessels, which were probably
filled with perfumes; the omnipresence

in the graves of these imported items
(from Egypt, the Levant and Mesopotamia)
is one the best illustrations of the Bahrain
international trade network at this period.
The important archaeological collection

of glass containers yielded by the various

AeKkoparuBHBIN AMCK C peAbedHBIM M30-
6paskeHMeM 60POAATOrO MY>KYMHBI
Mormapauk Illaxypa, I B. A0 H.3. — I B. H.3.
30a0mo, peaved

Decorated disc (applied to clothing?)
featuring a bearded male character
Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. BC — 1st
cent. AD

gold, repoussii technique




TIOPHbIE CTEKAAHHbIE KOHTEAHEPbI 0TAMYa-
IOTCS BbICOKMM KayecTBOM paboThl U npea-
CTaBAIAIOT COOOW BaXHbIN Marepman s
AaTVPOBKM NorpebeHuil.

CHAPAXXEHWUE NYTEWWECTBEHHUKA
B IOPOTY

MpeameTbl AoMalLIHEro 061Mxoa COCTaBNANM
BaX{Hyt0 YacTb norpe6anbHOro MHBEHTaps.
YMepLINiA fomKeH 6bi 6bITb XOPOLLO KMUMN-
POBaH 1 pacrnonarartb BCEM HEOOXOAVMbIM,
yTOObI €ro nyTeLlecTBMe 6bIN0 6e30MNacHbIM
U NIErKUMm.

WNHTepecHas ocobeHHOCTb norpebe-

HUI — ManeHbKNe MOHETbI UMW OTAEeNbHbIe
OYyCHHbI, HAXOAMMbIe B Yepene WUin Bo3ne
yencTen ckeneta. Npeanonaraercs, YTo
3TOT 06blYaii — KNacTb B POT yMepLiemy
MOHeTbI (060/1bl) MW UX 3aMEHUTENN — MOT
BO3HMKHYTb Ha baxpeitHe noa BAMAHUEM
IMPOKO pacnpocTpaHeHHo B Mpeunu
NPaKTUKMN NAaTbl XapoHy, «MepeBo3ynKy»
Ayl YMEPLIMNX, AN 06neryeHuns ux nyrele-
CTBMA B 3arpo6HbIN MUp.

CBETUNbHUKM e, BEPOATHO, CNYKUAN AN
ocBelleHus foporu. KypunbHuUL bl Morn
“MeTb 06PAJOBOE 3HAYEHME, HA YTO YKA3bl-
BAKOT C/ly4yau UX HAXOAOK B NEPEBEPHYTOM
BUAE NMOBEpX NEPEKPLITUA MOrubl. YacTto

B 3TUX KYPWU/bHULLAX HAXOAAT OCTATKU He-
KOEM COMIKEHHOM cybcTaHLum.

MuHMaTIOpHBINT KOAOKOABYUK
Moruapaux Ilaxypa, I B. H.3.
30A0mo

Miniature small bell
Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. AD

gold

Tylos necropolis is of exceptional quality,
and these artefacts are considered good
indicative chronological clues for dating
the individual graves.

EQUIPPING THE TRAVELLER

Domestic objects constituted an
important component of the funerary
furniture. The deceased had to be well
equipped and in possession of all
kinds of objects that might be deemed
necessary for a safe and easy voyage.

The recovery of small coins, and single
beads placed inside the head or close to
the jaws of the deceased is an interesting
feature. It is postulated that these small
obols might have been an influence

of a common Greek practice whereby they
constituted the offering to Charon, “the
boatman”, to facilitate the journey to the
netherworld.

Moreover, the use of oil lamps probably
served to light up the passage. Incense
burners must have also had a ritual sig-
nificance as indicated by the number of
upturned deposited receptacles filled with
burnt substances, next to the grave cover.

OskepeAbe M IEPCTEHb C Kameei
Mormapauk Illaxypa, I B. A0 H.3. — I B. H.3.
30A0mo0, NOAYOpazoyenHnvle KAMHU

Necklace made of beads with beading
decoration and bezel-ring with a cameo
Shakhoura necropolis, 1st cent. BC — 1st
cent. AD

gold, fine stones




OBLIEHNE C BOTAMU

CTpyKTypa 1 3BonoLua norpebeHuin caunge-
TeNbCTBYIOT 06 YHUUKALIUM PENUTMO3HO
NpaKT1KK Ha Tunoce. TuwarenbHoe cobnio-
AeHue norpebanbHbix 06pPALOB M faxe ae-
Tanemn norpebanbHOM NPaKTUKK, CBA3aHHOW
C MyTeLecTBMEM B 3arpobHbIN MUp, CyMaT
NOATBEPXAeHNEeM HeobblYaiHOM YCToNYK-
BOCTM MECTHbIX BEPOBAHWI 1 TpAAMLUIA.
Mpexae Bcero, peKOHCTPYMpyeMble no-
rpebanbHble 06PAAbI NOKa3bIBaAIOT, B KAKOM
BUAe ApeBHUe obuTatenu Tunoca npeacra-
Bau nepeg cBoMMM 6oramu nocie cMepTm
1 KaKUM 06Pa3oM OHM C HUMM 0OLLANUCh.

B yactHoCTU, NPUHOLLIEHUS W CKYNbMTYP-
Hble N306paxeHns yMmepLIUX ABASANCH
crnocobamu Takoro o6ueHus. Lnpoko
PacrnopocTpaHeHHOM NPAKTUKO Ha Tunoce
Obl/10 MOMeLLeHNe HEMOAANEKY OT MOTUbI
norpe6anbHoM ctenbl. MHoraa Takue crenbl
nomeLanuch B cneymanbHOM, OTBEAEHHOM
ANsA 3TOrO Ha HeKponone, mecte. C TeYeHu-
€M BpeMeHV NpocTbie aHTPonoMopdHble
cTenbl — Hedelw — ycTynuam mecro 6onee
UrypatMBHbIM U306 paXKEHUAM, B KOTOPbIX
MOXHO Pa3nnNynUTb MO 3aXOPOHEHHOTO.
Tenepb ymepLune nsobpaxatorcs aHdac,

B MOJ/IUTBEHHO M03€ C NOAHATON BBEPX
PYKOM C PacKpbITO NafoHbt0. TaKUM 06-
pa3om, cama cTena siBAsnach Tem cnocobom,
nocpeacTBOM KOTOPOro yMepLUuii obLuancs
c 6oramu v BbIpaxan 1M CBOE NoYTeHMe.

ITapa ceper c mopBeckamm, M300paskKaroLIv-

Mu DpoTa BEPXOM HA KO3AE
Mornapamk lllaxypa, xon. II-I BB. A0 H.3.
30A0mo0, NOAYOpazoyeHnvIe KAMHU

Pair of earrings with pendants featuring
Eros riding a caprid

Shakhoura necropolis, end of 2nd-1st cent. BC
gold, fine stones

COMMUNICATING WITH THE GODS

The structure and dynamics of the burials
reveal the centrality of religious practice
in Tylos. The meticulous care attributed
to the funerary rites and the specificity

of the different episodes of the afterlife
journey articulates the tenacity of local
beliefs and traditions. Above all, these
rituals were the means by which the
inhabitants of Tylos approached and
communicated with their gods.

In particular, offerings and figurative
representations were active vehicles

of communication. It was common
practice in Tylos to place steles near
the grave or gathered in a type of

small enclosure within the graveyard.
Over time, simple anthropomorphic
steles — nephesh — gave way to more
elaborate representations in which the
figures of both sexes appear in full face
presentations, in a praying posture
with the right hand raised and the palm
facing forwards. Thus, the stele could
be considered as a medium between
the deceased and their gods and as
means by which the deceased expressed
gratitude.

From the 2nd century BC to the 3rd century
AD, the development in rendering surely
communicated varied forms of self-

Cepsru (Aerass)

Earrings (detail)

L




Pa3zBuTtne nkoHorpatmu norpedanbHbIX cTen
co Il B. £o H.3. o lll B. H.3., 6€3ycNoBHO,
noKasblBaeT pa3BuTme hopm 1 U3IMEHEHME
BOCMPUATUS TAKOTO 06LLEeHUSA. ITO MOXET
CNYXUTb TaKXKe NnoKa3arenem U3MeHeHus
XapaKTepa B3auMOOTHOLLIEHUI ¢ Goramu.
be3ycnoBHO, ymepLni Tenepb ABAANCA

He HEKUM 6e3bIMAHHbIM CYLLIECTBOM, HO MOT
ObITb YETKO Y3HaH 6Goramu.

ToT haKT, YTo norpebanbHble CTeNbl ycTa-
HaBNMBaNNChb He Ha BCEX 3aX0POHEHUAX,
6e3yCcNoBHO, ABMSETCA COLMANLHO 3Ha-
YMMbIM. YcTaHOBKa norpebanbHoii crensbl
ABNANOCH He TONbKO (hOPMOWA BbipaXeHus
noyteHus 6oram. Ee Hannume nokasblBa-

710 COCTOATENIbHOCTb U COLMaNbHbINA CTaTyc
ymepuiero. B norpe6ansHom o6psje huKcu-
pyeTcsa Tenepb WU pasnuyme Mexay nonamu,
YTO ABUIOCh BaXHbIM 3TANom ColuanbHOro
pa3BuTKA 06LLeCTBA. ITO pa3Nnyme HaxoanT
CBOE OTpaXeHue B KONMYECTBE, COCTAaBe

1 Ka4yecTBe norpebanbHOro UHBEHTaps, no-
MellaBLIerocs B moruay. Ho cocras norpe-
6anbHOro MHBEHTAPA OTPAKAET He TONbKO
pasnnyune mexay nonamu, Ho UKcMpyet
TaKXe COLManbHbIN CTATyC U KYNbTYpPHYHO
NpUHaANeXHoCTb norpe6eHHoro. B onpeae-
NIeHHOM CMbiC/le Mo NpeAMeTam, HaxoAUMbIM
B norpebeHnm, MoXHO onpeaenuTb BKYCh,
NpeanoYTeHNs 1 COLMaNbHOE NONOXEHNE
yconwiero.
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INorpebassHasa craTys
Moruapaux as-Xapskap, II-111 BB. H.3.
uszbecmnax

Funerary bust-statue

Al-Hajjar necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD

limestone

perceptions. It might also have been an
indication of change in the relationship
with the gods. Certainly, the deceased
was no longer anonymous, but could now
be clearly recognizable for the gods.

The fact that the steles were not placed
in all burials is socially meaningful.

In addition to representing gratitude and
divine favour, steles evoked the wealth
or social status of the deceased. The
different associations and mainly the
differentiation between genders reflected
a significant societal phenomenon. This
is further reinforced by the myriad objects
carefully placed in graves and clearly
reflecting gender differentiations as well
as the social and cultural orientation

of the deceased. In some contexts, the
presence of some personal belongings
reveals the inhabitants diversified tastes
and social choices.
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®parmenT morpe6aspHOI CTaTyM
Mornasaux llaxypa, II-1II BB. H.3.
usBecmnax

Funerary bust-statue, fragmentary

Shakhoura necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD

limestone




MEPBBIE MOCEJIEHWA (ok. 5000 - 4000

IT. A0 H.3.)

KameHHble opyauns u Kepamuka ybengcko-
ro CTunsA, AaTMpyloLMecs 5000-4000 IT.
[0 H.3. (TaK Ha3blBaeMbl «apaBUiCKUIA
HEeoNUT») 1 accounupyoLnecs ¢ obLmHa-
MU pbi6aKOB, HaMAeHbl BAO/b 3aNafHOM0
nobepexbs 0CTPOBA.

PAHHUW ANNbMVYH (Patnwii

BpoH30BbIi BEK, OK. 2300 — 1750 IT. A0 H.3.)

Camoe paHHee ynomuHaHue [nnbmyHa aa-
TUPYETCA 3300 I. 0 H.3. [IpeBHME TEKCTbI U3
Meconotamuu 4acto ynoMuHaT [AnabmyH
B CBA3M C TOProBnen meabto. Mexay 2300
1 2000 IT. 0 H.3. NONUTUYECKUIA LLEHTP
[nnbMmyHa nepemellaeTcs U3 BOCTOYHOM
yacty ApaBMICKOToO NosyocTpoBa Ha bax-
peViH U OCTPOB CTAHOBUTCA €AUHCTBEHHbIM
TOProBbIM LLlEeHTPOM Ha MOPCKOM MyTH MO
Nepcuackomy 3anuBy. ITOT NePMO XapaK-
TEPU3YETCA UHTEHCUBHbIM 3aceNeHnem
BCEro oCTpoBa.

CPEAHWIA AUNbMYH (Cpeanuin

BpoH30BbIil BEK, OK. 1750 — 1000 IT. 10 H.3.)

Kaccutckas guHacTus yctaHaBNMBAET CBOM
KOHTpONb Hag KOxHown Meconotamuen B XV
B. 10 H.3., U ee BAUAHME PACNPOCTPaHAETCA

Ourypaas maakerka B GopMme IMAAKAABIIU-
IbI, B XMTOHE, PBYLJEi Ha ce6e BOAOCHI
Moruapaux Ilaxypa, II-1 BB. A0 H.3.

unc, packpacka

Figurine-plate featuring a mourner pulling
her hair, dressed in a chiton

Shakhoura necropolis, 2nd-1st cent. BC
painted plaster

FIRST OCCUPATION (c. 5000 - 4000 BC)

Stone tools and Ubaid style pottery
shards dating to c. 5000 — 4000 BC (so-
called “Arabian Neolithic”) and associated
with fishing communities were found
along the western part of the island.

EARLY DILMUN (Early Bronze Age, c.
2300 — 1750 BC)

The earliest mention of Dilmun

dates to 3300 BC. Archaic texts from
Mesopotamia often refer to the land of
Dilmun in association with copper trade.
Between 2300 and 2000 BC the political
centre of Dilmun moved from continental
Eastern Arabia to Bahrain and the island
became the only market place for long
distance trade via the Gulf. Around this
period, heavy occupation was attested
across the island.

MIDDLE DILMUN (Middle Bronze Age, c.
1750 — 1000 BC)

The Kassite dynasty gained control over
South Mesopotamia in the 15th century
BC and their influence stretched as far as
Bahrain where they restored the former
Dilmun kings’ palace and appointed

a governor.

ITorpe6asbHasa CKyABNTYpa MY>KYMHBI
B MOAUTBEHHOV II03€

Mormapauk Illaxypa, II-1II BB. H.3.
usBecmmax

Funerary statue of a man in the orans
position

Shakhoura necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD
limestone




BMi0Tb A0 Eaxpe|7|Ha, rae BoCCTaHaB/MBa-
eTCcA ABopel NpexHUX ANNbMYHCKNX uape|7|
N Ha3Ha4aeTcAa HaMeCTHUK.

NO3AHUNA AUTbMYH (KenesHbiii Bek,

OK. 1000 — 400 IT. A0 H.3.)

BaxpeiH Bce elle ynoM1MHaeTcA Noj UMeHEM
[nnbMyH B MECONOTAMCKUX XPOHUKAX, HO
y}e Kak Hebosblioe uapcreo. B VI B. fo H.3.
accvpuiickui npasutens CaproH |l ynomuHa-
eT uapa [AnnbmyHa Ynepu B CBOe Haanucu
113 HOBOTO ABOpLA B Xopacabage (Mpak).

TUNOC (ok. 300T. A0 H.3. — 600 IT. H.3.)

Vi3BecTHbIV ¢ cepeauHbl Il B. A0 H.3. Kak
Tunoc, baxpeliH focturaer HebbIBanoro B
CBOEW UCTOPUU YPOBHA PasBUTUA B ININHU-
CTUYECKUI 1 NapdAHCKKUIA nepuoabl. B 129 .
H.3. baxpeiH nognagaeT Noj BAACTb CHaya-
na nap®sH, a 3atem cacaH1AoB.

NCNAMCKWUW NEPUOJ (ok. 629 -

1520 IT.)

Vicnam npoHvkaet Ha baxperiH B 7-m rogy
xupxpsbl. C camoro Havyana X B. U 40 1077 T.
H.3. OCTPOB TECHO accoLMnpyeTca C rocyaap-
crBom Kapmartos. C cepeauHsl Xl B. Bax-
peViH ynpaBAsAeTca CMEHAIOLWMMU ApYT Apyra
pasnnyHbIMU MECTHBIMU ANHACTUAMU.
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ITorpebasbHas CKyABNTYpPa MY>KYMHBI
B MOAMTBEHHOW IO3€

Mornasaux Caap, II-1II BB. H.3.
uszbBecmnax

Funerary statuette of a man in the orans
position

Saar necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD

limestone

LATE DILMUN (iron Age, c. 1000 — 400 BC)

Bahrain still appears under the name
of Dilmun in the Mesopotamian records
as a small, busy kingdom. In the 8th
century, Sargon Il of Assyria mentions
King Uperi of Dilmun in the inscriptions
of his new palace at Khorsabad (Iraq).

TYLOS (c. 300 BC - 600 AD)

Known from the middle of the 3rd century
BC as Tylos, Bahrain witnessed an
exceptional period of prosperity during
the Hellenistic and Parthian periods.

In 129 AD Bahrain fell under Parthian and
later Sassanian control.

ISLAMIC PERIOD (c. 629 - 1520 AD)

Bahrain was converted to Islam in the

7th year of Hijra. From the early 10th
century to around 1077 AD, the island was
closely associated with the Carmathian
state. From the middle of the 13th century
onwards, different regional dynasties have
successively ruled in Bahrain.
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Amck ¢ peapepHBIM M300pasKeHMEM IIAA-
KaABIIHIIBI, PByLIEii Ha cebe BOAOCHI
Moruapank Caap, II-1 BB. A0 H.3.

2unc, packpacka

Moulded disc featuring a mourner pulling

her hair
Saar necropolis, 2nd-1st cent. BC
painted plaster




NMOPTYTANIbCKOE, NEPCUACKOE
N OMAHCKOE BJIMAHUE (ok. 1520 —
1783 IT.)

B Hayane XVI B. nopTyranbLibl 3aXBaTuimn 60-
raTble MecTa f06bluM }emyyra Ha baxpeiiHe,
Nno3jHee nepeLlesLmnx noj KOHTPob Npasu-
Tenen Opmy3a. lepBas ocaga ocTpoBa Ha-
yanacb B 1521 ., 3aTeM NociefoBanu gpyrue
MHOFOYMCNEHHbIe NOMbITKM ero 3aBoeBaHUA.
B 1559 I. HeyAayHyto NMOMbITKY 3aXBaTUTb
ocTpoB npeanpuHana OcmaHcKaa nMmnepus.
B 1602 r. ocTpoB nepeLen Noj KOHTPOb
lepcracKom MNepum, KOTOPbIN COXPaHAN-
CA 4,0 BTOPXeHUsA omaHueB B KoHLe XVII B.
BTopoe omaHCKoe BTOPXEeHWE NMEeNo MecTo
B 1738 I., 3aTem nocnejoBano BOCCTaHOBIe-
HWe NepcuacKoro Bnagblyecraa.

COBPEMEHHbIN BAXPEWH

(oK. 1783 I. — HacTosLLee Bpems)

Aunactua An-Xanuda ynpasnset baxpenHom
€ 1783 I. B 1971 I. BaxpeiH nony4un Hesa-
BUCMMOCTb, @ B 2002 I. 6bIN NPOBO3rNaLLEH
KoponeBcTBOM. B HacTosLee Bpemsa bax-
peinH — npouBeTaKLL i GUHAHCOBLIN LEHTP
B cepaLie Apabo-lepcuackoro 3anvea.
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ITorpebasbHasa craTys B HUIIE: ABOE MY3K-
YUH B MOAUTBEHHBIX I103aX

Mornasaux llaxypa, II-1II BB. H.3.
usBecmmax

Funerary stele, niche-style, featuring two

male characters in the orans position
Shakhoura necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD
limestone

PORTUGESE, PERSIANS AND OMANI
INFLUENCE (c. 1520 — 1783 AD)

During the early years of the 16th century
the Portugese where drawn by the wealth
of the pearl fisheries of Bahrain, then
under the hegemony of the Princes of
Hurmuz. The first seize of the island began
in 1521 and was followed by many attempts
to wrest control of the island. The Ottoman
Turks also attempted, unsuccessfully to
seize power in 1559. In 1602, the Persian
Empire took control of Bahrain and
retained it until the Omanis invaded at the
end of the 17th century. A second Omanis
invasion in 1738 was followed by a Persian
regain of rule.

MODERN BAHRAIN (c. 1783 - to date)

Al-Khalifa Family rules Bahrain since
1783. It took its independence in 1971 and
was declared a Kingdom in 2002. Today,
Bahrain is a flourishing financial harbour
in the heart of the Arabian Gulf.
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ITorpe6asbHasa CKyABNTYpa MY>KYMHBI
B MOAUTBEHHOV II03€

Mormapauk Illaxypa, II-1II BB. H.3.
usBecmmax

Funerary statue of a man in the orans

position
Shakhoura necropolis, 2nd-3rd cent. AD
limestone
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Ha baxpeiHe

Bo Il B. go H.3. — lll B. H.3.

[Aun3zant: M.B. Tennakosa

PenakTtop pycckoro Tekcra: A.B. Cegos
lepeBoga ¢ aHrmincKoro A3blka: T.E. JogoHoBa
Koppektop: C.B. JlanuHa

Ha nepBoii cTpaHuiie 0610XK1 — NiaH
norpebeHnin Ha MOrIbHOM XoNIMe

N21 Hekponons Lllaxypa. Morpe6exus
pPacnooXeHbl KOHLEHTPUYECKUMU Kpyramu
BOKPYT 3aXOPOHEHNS «OCHOBOTMONOXHHUKa»
morunbHuKa (packonku Avpexuymn

Mo apxeon0rumn 1 KynbTYpHOMY Hacneamnio
baxpefiHa, 1992-1993 IT.)

Ha Tpetbeit cTpaHuue 0610XKM — KapTa
3MIMHUCTUYECKOTO MMPa

Ha yeTBepTon cTpaHuue

0610XKN — norpebanbHas urypa B ctuie
Hedew («gywa»). MorunsHuk LWaxypa, | B.
0 H.3. — | B. H.3. I3BeCTHAK

MoanucaHo B nevatb 25.10.2012 T.
Meyatb odceTHas.
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