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1 Introduction

Since ancient times, a number of economic, social and political activities involve groups
that are in opposition to one another. Intergroup con�icts have thus been extensively stud-
ied within di¤erent disciplines. For example, in social psychology, social con�icts are the
main focus of the social identity theory (Tajfel and Turner, 1979). A central feature of this
theory is the recognition that humans have a tendency to discriminate between "in-group"
and "out-group" members even though "groups" are not formed according to some intrinsic
characteristics or preferences but by random assignment. Furthermore, it is recognized that
a stronger con�ict with an "out-group" is likely to reinforce group cohesion by strengthening
in-group favoritism (see Tajfel, 1982). More recently, social psychologists have conducted
experimental studies in the laboratory which con�rm that, in general, inter-group compe-
tition improves intra-group coordination in simple team games (see, e.g., Bornstein et al.,
2002; Bornstein, 2003). There is also an important literature on human evolutionary biology
that explains, often using dynamic games and simulations, that non-kin altruism towards
members of one�s own group together with out-group hostility �what is called "parochial"
altruism �is a powerful force of the evolution of behavior in human societies (see, e.g., Choi
and Bowles, 2007; Lehmann and Feldman, 2008; and Rush; 2014 or Glowaki et al. 2017,
for a survey). As to the economic literature, the analysis of group con�icts is principally
based on contest or rent-seeking games between groups (Katz et al. 1990 and Nitzan, 1991).1

A number of relatively recent experimental studies aim at testing this type of games and
generally conclude that subjects over contribute to group e¤ort compared to the theoretical
predictions (see, e.g., Abbink et al., 2010, 2012; Ahn, et al., 2011; and Sheremeta, 2018, for
a survey).
In this paper, we provide an evolutionary and theoretical analysis of the emergence and

stability of in-group favoritism in intergroup con�ict by using a model of group contest.
More precisely, there is large population of players who are randomly matched in groups
that compete for an exogenous prize. We think of local (common-access) resources, each of
which being targeted by a certain number of groups. The probability of winning the con-
test of a certain group is given by a Contest Success Function (CSF) that depends on the
group members�e¤orts relative to members�e¤orts of competing groups. We consider that
each group has two members and that the CSF has the standard ratio-form such that each
group�s probability of winning the prize is equal to the proportion of its collective e¤ort out
of the sum of collective e¤orts by all groups involved in the contest. However, in contrast
to most analysis on group contests that assume a �summation technology�with perfect sub-
stitutability between individual e¤orts, we consider that the e¤ective level of group e¤ort �
its impact function �is given by a technology featuring a varying degree of complementarity
between individual e¤orts. Indeed, as �rst pointed out by Alchian and Demsetz (1972), team
or group production exists to the extent that it can exploit complementarities of inputs and
this might be especially the case in a context of competition between groups (see also Kolmar
and Rommeswinkel, 2013; and Brookins et al., 2015).
Another crucial feature of the present analysis is that each player has a utility �his/her

"preference type" �that depends not only about his/her own material payo¤ but also on

1For a review of the literature on group contests, see Gar�nkel and Skaperdas (2007, Section 7), Corchón
(2007, Section 4.2), and Konrad (2009, Chapter 6).
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that of his/her teammate. We �rst remain agnostic as to whether this concern is altruistic
or spiteful, that is to whether each member puts a positive or negative weigh on the payo¤ of
his/her teammate when deciding his/her contribution to collective e¤ort. We then character-
ize the (pure strategy) Nash equilibria of this group contest game when group members have
heterogeneous "other-regarding" preferences within and across groups. Next, we use the
indirect evolutionary approach pioneered by Güth and Yaari (1992) to endogenize players�
preferences. That is, evolution does not play directly at the level of strategies but indirectly
at the level of preferences while players act rationally. In other words, preferences determine
the players�actions which in turn determine (individual) material payo¤ �or "�tness" �
and ultimately the evolutionary survival of preferences.2 Thus, applying the concept of evo-
lutionary stability (see Maynard Smith, 1982) to preferences �rather than to strategies �
allows us to endogenize attitudes towards one�s partner.
It is worth pointing out that a change in the preference type and thus in the equilibrium

action of one player has strategic implications in that it induces a change in equilibrium
actions of other players. The di¢ culty of the present analysis stems from the fact that
there is a dual level of strategic interactions between players. The �rst one occurs within
groups. Each group member decides on his/her contribution to group e¤ort according to
his/her preferences given the preference type and the resulting action of his/her teammate.
The second level of strategic interactions occurs across groups. A change in the preference
type of one or both members of the same group is passed on group e¤ort which in turn
induces a change in the winning probabilities for all groups. The evolutionary success of a
certain preference type is the product of this dual level of strategic interactions. And we are
particularly interested by the impact of the existence of within-group complementarities and
by the intensity of the competition between groups, as measured by the number of competing
groups, on the evolutionary selection process of preferences.
Using a notion of local evolutionary stability (Alger and Weibull, 2010), we can explicitly

determine the evolutionarily stable degree to which a group member cares about the material
payo¤ of his/her teammate. Clearly, a given group would be more successful in the group
contest with more in-group altruism. But in the process of evolution, the question arises of
whether a certain degree of altruism within groups is immune against "mutant" members
with lower degrees of altruism. In fact, we show that preference evolution can equally result
in altruism or spite within groups in intergroup con�ict. Yet, we show that the larger the
degree of complementarity between individual e¤orts or the larger the number of opponents,
the more likely group members are altruistic towards each other. Furthermore, a further
increase in the degree of complementarity between partners�e¤orts or in the intensity of
competition usually tends to reinforces group cohesion in that it increases altruism towards

2This approach has been further developed by, among others, Bester and Güth (1998) and Sethi and
Somanathan (2001). More recently, the literature on the evolution of preferences has focused on the infor-
mational structure in general settings. Heiftez et al. (2007a, 2007b) show that in a large class of games,
agents with "biased" preferences, such as altruism, spite, reciprocity or fairness, may actually be more suc-
cessful in terms of material payo¤ even though agents�preferences are not fully observable. The reason is
that a bias in a player�s objective function may be favorable by changing other players�equilibrium actions.
However, if preferences are completely unobservable, payo¤-maximization is evolutionary stable (see, e.g.,
Ok and Vega-Redondo, 2001; and Dekel et al., 2007). Alger and Weibull (2013) show that, under incomplete
information, sel�shness will indeed prevail if there is no assortative matching at all but that, with some
degree of assortativity, preference evolution leads to a certain degree of kantian morality.
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one�s partner.
While there are several evolutionary analysis of con�icts between single players,3 there

are very few theoretical analysis applying the evolutionary approach to group con�icts. In
fact, we are aware of only two papers. The �rst one is due to Eaton et al. (2011) who
consider a production and con�ict model with a large population of players. In each period,
players are randomly matched to form groups of two members and each group competes
for a common access resource with just one other group. After appropriating some of the
common resource, the members of each group can spend some processing e¤orts to produce
a consumption good. While the model is speci�c, they cannot prove the existence of evolu-
tionarily stable preferences and have to rely on numerical simulations for endogenizing the
preference parameters. The numerical results show that the evolutionary stable parameter
on the payo¤ of one�s teammate is positive �thus featuring intra-group altruism �while that
on the payo¤s of the out-group members is negative �thus featuring intergroup spitefulness.4

The other theoretical analysis is due to Konrad and Morath (2012). They consider a
�nite population of players with two groups of equal size competing for a prize (or a rent).
Each player cannot observe the preference types of other players and, thus, they introduce
the concept of robust beliefs such that any player with a certain preference type believes that
all other players are of the same type (and have the same robust beliefs). This assumption
greatly simpli�es the analysis since it eliminates all strategic e¤ects on behaviors of a change
in preference types �i.e. a change in the weighs attributed to others�payo¤s. Konrad and
Morath (2012) then characterize the set of evolutionarily stable preferences, which involve
a linear combination of in-group favoritism and out-group spite with the two traits being
perfect substitutes. Indeed, the utility of each player is itself given by a linear combination
of material payo¤s of all players (including out-group members), while each player exerts
only one level of e¤ort. And this last can be increased by either more in-group altruism or
more spiteful behavior towards the out-group.
Our contribution is that we demonstrate the existence and obtain an analytical solu-

tion for the evolutionary stable preference parameters in a simple model featuring strategic
interactions within and across groups. Furthermore, we explicitly show that as stronger
adversity, as measured by the number of groups competing for the same prize, reinforces
in-group favoritism when group partners perform complementary tasks.

3The evolutionary analysis of contests con�ict between single players started with Scha¤er (1988) who
adapted the notion of an Evolutionary Stable Strategy (ESS) by Maynard Smith (1982) to a �nite population
of players. Following Scha¤er (1988), Hehenkamp et al. (2004) compare behaviors induced by an ESS
to behaviors in Nash equilibrium and show that an ESS involves spiteful e¤orts in the contest between
individuals. This in turn involves overdissipation of the rent compared to Nash equilibrium. Yet, in an
in�nite population, ESS behavior coincides to Nash equilibrium behavior. Finally, Leininger (2009) applies
the indirect evolutionary approach to contests between single players and shows that it gives rise to spiteful
preferences that induce the same aggressive behavior than in an ESS.

4In the second part of their paper, they analyze a rent-seeking game for a private prize and for a public
prize with interdependent preferences. However they do not try to endogenize the preference parameters of
the players in this part of the analysis.
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2 The Framework

2.1 A simple group contest game

We consider a large population of players. In each period, players are randomly matched to
form groups of two members playing a group contest game for a common access resource Y
normalized to 2. As in Eaton et al. (2011), group contests are localized and isolated from
each other in that each contest involves a certain number n of groups. The justi�cation is
that the common access resources are situated in geographically identi�ed places.
Let (i; j); for i = f1; 2g and j = f1; 2; :::; ng, denote member i of group j. eij 2 R+ is the

amount of e¤ort expended by player (i; j) and ej = (e1j; e2j) 2 R2+ is the vector of e¤orts
in group j: The e¤ort of group j depends on group members�e¤orts according to an impact
function Gj : R2+ �! R+, which has the CES form, that is

Gj (ej) =
�
e�1j + e

�
2j

� 1
� ; for j = f1; 2; :::; ng ; (1)

where � 2 f(�1; 0) [ (0; 1]g measures the degree of complementarity between individual
e¤orts. The elasticity of substitution is 1=(1 � �). Thus, the lower �, the lower is the
elasticity of substitution or the higher is the degree of complementarity between individual
e¤orts within groups. For � = 1, we have perfect substitutability between individual e¤orts
and Eq. (1) becomes the standard �summation technology�, i.e. Gj (ej) =

P
i eij. For

� �! �1, we have perfect complementarity, i.e. Gj (ej) = Minfeijg (referred as to the
�weakest-link�function). Finally, for � < 0 and eij = 0, the impact function of group j is
not well-de�ned. Hence we will take the limit of (1) as eij ! 0, which means Gj (ej) = 0 in
this case.5

Group e¤orts determine the division of the prize. The share allocated to group j is given
by a contest success function pj : Rn+ ! [0; 1], which has the ratio-form6

pj (ej; e�j) =

8>>><>>>:
Gj (ej)Pn
k=1Gk (ek)

if
Pn

k=1Gk (ek) 6= 0;

1

n
otherwise,

(2)

where e�j = ((e11; e21); :::; (e1j�1; e2j�1); (e1j+1; e2j+1); :::; (e1n; e2n)).
Each member in each group receives an equal amount of the share of the prize of total

value equal to 2 � implying that each group member receives a share of a prize of value
Y=2 = 1. In addition, it is assumed that each player incurs a constant marginal cost of
e¤ort. The material payo¤ to member (i; j), for i = f1; 2g and j = f1; 2; :::; ng ; is given by
an additively separable function �ij : R+ � [0; 1]! R+, that is

�ij (ej; e�j) = pj (ej; e�j)� eij. (3)

5Note that (1) is also discontinuous at � = 0. This case is excluded from our analysis.
6For an axiomatization of group contest success functions, see Munster (2009). And for a rather complete

analysis of group contests �but without other-regarding preferences � where the impact function is given
by a CES technology, see Kolmar and Rommeswinkel (2013).
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2.2 Preference interdependence

Let consider that each player has a utility that depend not only on his/her own material
payo¤ but also on that of his/her teammate. The utility of member (i; j), for i = f1; 2g and
j = f1; 2; :::; ng ; is also given by an additively separable function Vij : R2+ ! R+, that is

Vij (ej; e�j) = �ij (ej; e�j) + �ij��ij (ej; e�j) , (4)

where the subscript �ij stands for the member other than i in team j: �ij 2 (�1; R], with
R � 1 and for i = f1; 2g and j = f1; 2; :::ng, is the utility weight given by member i in group
j to the material payo¤ of his/her teammate �with positive values representing "altruism"
and negative values representing "spite".7 Let � 2 (�1; R]2n be the vector of preference
parameters in a localized contest that involves n groups of two members.
In contrast to Eaton et al. (2011) and Konrad and Morath (2012), the utility of a player

does not depend �presumably negatively �on the material payo¤s of out-group members.
Again, in a simple rent-seeking game, this is not a restrictive assumption since players exert
just one level of e¤ort and this last could increase with either more in-group altruism or
more spiteful behavior towards out-group members. Hence, player (i; j), for i = f1; 2g and
j = f1; 2; :::; ng chooses his e¤ort level eij so as to maximize his utility given by (4), which
can be rewritten with (3) as

Vij (ej; e�j) = (1 + �ij)pj (ej; e�j)� (eij + �ije�ij): (5)

We have the following Lemma.8

Lemma 1: (i) Given � 2 (�1; R]2n, there exists a pure-strategy Nash equilibrium. In
equilibrium, the e¤ort of player (i; j) is characterized for i = f1; 2g and j = f1; 2; :::; ng by
the following �rst-order condition

(1 + �ij)
pj (ej; e�j) [1� pj (ej; e�j)]

e1��ij (e�ij + e
�
�ij)

� 1 with equality for eij > 0; (6)

(ii) In any equilibrium, a given group j is either fully active i.e. eij > 0 for i = f1; 2g or
fully inactive i.e. eij = 0 for i = f1; 2g.

The proof consists in three steps. We �rst show that Vij (ej; e�j) is strictly concave in eij
so that the �rst-order condition (6) is necessary and su¢ cient for characterizing the best-
response function of player (i; j). Next, we show that there cannot exist an equilibrium in
which a corner solution holds for a member of one group while an interior solution holds for
the other member of the same group (property (ii)). This important property allows us to
reduce the group contest to a lottery contest between individual players with heterogeneous
preferences and then use the existence theorems of Cornes and Hartley (2005). It is also
worth pointing out that when � < 0, there are multiple equilibria since if player (i; j) chooses

7We exclude the case �ij � �1 since then it would prevent positive levels of e¤orts. However, degrees of
altruism �ij � 1 may exist, for instance, between biological parents or couples.

8All the proofs are given in the Appendix.
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eij = 0, then Gj (ej) = 0 and thus player (�i; j) cannot do better than choosing e�ij = 0.
In other words, the members of a given group can "coordinate" on participating or not
participating to the group contest when � < 0 (see also, Kolmar and Rommeswinkel, 2013).9

Suppose now that all players in the population except one player, whom we will call the
mutant, have a certain degree of altruism � 2 (�1; R] towards their teammates. Without loss
of generality, let assume that the mutant is player (1; 1) �i.e. the member 1 of group 1 �and
let �m 2 (�1; R] be his/her degree of altruism/spitefulness. These weights are exogenous to
the players.
The mutant with the preference parameter �m chooses e11 so as to maximize his/her

utility given by
V11 (e1; e�1) = (1 + �m)p1 (e1; e�1)� (e11 + �me21): (5)

Member 2 of group 1, with the preference parameter �, chooses e21 so as to maximize his/her
utility given by

V21 (e1; e�1) = (1 + �)p1 (e1; e�1)� (e21 + �e11). (6)

Finally, the utility of all other players are symmetric since they all belong to a group where
the two members have the same preference parameter �. Thus, player (i; j), for i = f1; 2g
and j = f2; 3; :::; ng, chooses eij to maximize his/her utility given by

Vij (ej; e�j) = (1 + �)pj (ej; e�j)� (eij + �e�ij). (7)

There are thus three distinct equilibrium e¤ort levels that must satisfy the �rst order con-
ditions for the two members of group 1 and the �rst-order condition for one member of any
other group than group 1.
We have the following Proposition.

Proposition 1: Let �(�m; �) = (1 + �m)
�

1�� +(1 + �)
�

1�� where �m 2 (�1; R] is the prefer-
ence parameter of the mutant and where � 2 (�1; R] is the incumbent preference parameter,
then:

(i) There exists a unique interior pure strategy Nash equilibrium with eij > 0 for all i and j
if and only if �

�(�m; �)

2

� 1��
�

� (n� 2)(1 + �)
(n� 1) ; (8)

(ii) If (8) holds, equilibrium e¤ort levels are given by

e�11 (�m; �) =
2
1��
� (n� 1)(1 + �)(1 + �m)

1
1�� [(n� 1) [� (�m; �)]

1��
� � 2 1��� (n� 2)(1 + �)]

� (�m; �) [2
1��
� (1 + �) + (n� 1) [� (�m; �)]

1��
� ]2

;

e�21 (�m; �) =
2
1��
� (n� 1)(1 + �)

2��
1�� [(n� 1) [� (�m; �)]

1��
� � 2 1��� (n� 2)(1 + �)]

� (�m; �) [2
1��
� (1 + �) + (n� 1) [� (�m; �)]

1��
� ]2

;

e�ij (�m; �) =
2
1��
� (n� 1) (1 + �)2 [� (�m; �)]

1��
�

2[2
1��
� (1 + �) + (n� 1) [� (�m; �)]

1��
� ]2

for i = f1; 2g and j = f2; :::; ng : (9)

9Thus, there also exists the corner equilibrium �that we ignore �with eij = 0 for all i and j:
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As shown in the proof of this Proposition, there are two types of equilibrium (excluding
those in which group members "coordinate" on not participating when � < 0): either all
groups are fully active or group 1 is the only inactive group. Observe that the inequality
(8) is always veri�ed for �m = � and that its left-hand term is increasing in �m. Therefore,
the inequality is always veri�ed for �m � �. If however, given � and n, �m is su¢ ciently
small relative to � so that the inequality (8) is reversed then, in equilibrium, the group with
the mutant member is fully inactive because the utility weight given by the mutant to the
material payo¤ of his/her partner is relatively too small (and potentially negative).
Suppose that (8) holds, then the material payo¤�or �tness �of player (i; j) for i = f1; 2g

and j = f1; 2; 3; :::; ng, is

��ij (�m; �) = pj
�
e�j (�m; �) ; e

�
�j (�m; �)

�
� e�ij (�m; �) . (10)

3 Evolutionarily Stable Preferences

To study the evolutionarily stability of altruism or spitefulness, we employ the indirect evo-
lutionary approach pioneered by Güth and Yaari (1992). All players choose e¤ort levels that
maximize their utility and evolution pressure ensures the survival of preferences�parameters
that induce equilibrium behavior providing the highest levels of material payo¤.
Initially, all players have the same preference parameter � and the question is whether this

preference parameter is immune against invading mutant players with a preference parameter
�m. Suppose a mutant is selected to play a n-group contest game as member 1 of group 1.
The preference parameter � is said to be evolutionarily stable if ��11 (�; �) > �

�
11 (�m; �) for

all �m 6= �. In other words, a degree of altruism � is evolutionary stable if �11 (�m; �) reaches
its unique global maximum in �m = �. Unfortunately, we will not be able to verify global
stability or that the above inequality holds for all �m 6= �. Hence, following Alger and
Weibull (2010), we use the concept of local stability.

De�nition 1 (Alger and Weibull, 2010): A necessary and su¢ cient condition for a
degree of altruism/spitefulness �� 2 (�1; R] to be locally evolutionarily stable is (i)-(ii) where

(i)
@��11 (�m; �

�)

@�m
j�m=�� = 0;

(ii)
@2��11 (�m; �

�)

@�2m
j�m=�� < 0:

In other words, �� is locally evolutionarily stable if and only if ��11 (�m; �
�) has a strict local

maximum in �m = �
�.

We have the following Proposition.

Proposition 2: If � � ��, then there exists a unique locally evolutionarily stable preference
parameter �� 2 (�1; R] given by

�� =
(n2 � 2)(1� �)� n

(n2 + 2)(1� �)� n(1� 2�) : (11)
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and where

�� =
2n3 + 3n2 � 6n+ 4� n

p
4n3(n� 1) + 17n2 � 20n+ 12

4(n� 1)2 ; (12)

which is increasing in n over
�
5� 3

p
2; 1
�
.

Recall that the lower �, the greater is the complementarity between group members�contri-
butions. Thus, there may not exist stable evolutionary preferences if individual contributions
are too substitutable. The limit value of �� is nevertheless increasing in the number of com-
peting groups. It reaches a minimum in n = 2 in which case �� jn=2 = 5 � 3

p
2 � 0:76 and

approaches 1 as n is going to in�nity.
From this Proposition, we have the following Corollary.

Corollary 1: (i) �� T 0 for � S �̂ where �̂ = (n2 � n� 2) =(n2 � 2); (ii) �̂ is increasing
in n over [0; 1).

Corollary 1 states that �� can be positive �featuring altruism �or negative �featuring spite
�depending on the degree of complementarity between individual e¤orts within groups and
on the number of groups competing against each other.10 Indeed, a crucial feature of the
contest game is that individual �tness is determined by the probability of success of the
group and this last has the characteristics of a public good. Thus, increasing one�s own
contribution to group e¤ort above the level corresponding to sel�sh behavior �as a result
for example of altruism �can be advantageous vis-à-vis the players of the other groups but
can also be detrimental vis-à-vis one�s teammate because it could induce him/her to free-
ride on one�s own additional e¤ort. Therefore, it is not clear whether altruism or spiteful
behavior is more successful in terms of individual �tness. This depends on the technology
for aggregating individual e¤orts into group e¤ort and on the number of groups competing
against each other for the resource.
Yet, if the degree of the complementarity between individual e¤orts � is su¢ ciently

strong �i.e. � � �̂ �then evolution leads towards intra-group altruism. Furthermore, the
requirement about the degree of complementarity becomes less stringent as the number of
competing groups increases. Indeed �̂ is increasing in n, reaches a minimum in n = 2 in
which case �̂ jn=2 = 0, and approaches 1 as the number of groups competing against each
other is going to in�nity. As a result, preference evolution leads to intra-group altruism for
any � < 0 independently of the number of competing groups and, in the limit, when the
number of competing groups becomes very large, preference evolution leads to intra-group
altruism for any � � 1:
We can also determine how �� changes with the degree of complementarity � between

individual e¤orts. The derivative of �� with respect to � is given by

@��

@�
= � 2n2(n� 1)

[(n2 + 2)(1� �)� n(1� 2�)]2
: (13)

We thus have the following Proposition.

10Since �̂ < �� for any n � 2, �� � 0 can indeed be locally evolutionarily stable. One can also easily verify
that �� given by (11) is also strictly greater than �1.
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Proposition 3: The higher the degree of complementarity between individual e¤orts � i.e.
the lower � �the lower is the degree of spitefulness or the higher is the degree of altruism �
i.e. the higher is ��.

As already stated, the degree of complementarity � must be su¢ ciently strong �i.e. � � �̂ �
for a positive degree of in-group altruism to be (locally) evolutionarily stable. In any case, an
increase in the degree of complementarity between partners�e¤orts reinforces group cohesion
in that it decreases spitefulness or increases altruism towards one�s partner. Intuitively,
higher degrees of complementarity make group e¤ort and in turn the probability of success of
a given group more sensitive to individual e¤ort. As a result, "free-riding" on the contribution
of one�s teammate becomes detrimental to group success and in turn to individual �tness as
the degree of complementarity increases.
There remains the question as to whether a larger number of competing groups increases

the degree of intra-group altruism (or decreases the degree of intra-group spitefulness). Cal-
culating the derivative of �� with respect to n, we obtain

@��

@n
=
2(1� �) [2(2n� 1) + �(n2 � 4n+ 2)]

[(n2 + 2)(1� �)� n(1� 2�)]2
: (14)

One can observe that this derivative is always positive for any � > 0 while its sign is am-
biguous for � < 0. We can thus state the following Proposition.

Proposition 4: (i)When � > 0, the evolutionarily stable preference parameter �� is increas-
ing in n and becomes positive from n � ~n where ~n =

h
1 +

p
9� 8�(2� �)

i
= [2(1� �)]; (ii)

When � < 0, the evolutionarily stable preference parameter �� is not monotonous in n, but
it is always positive.

When the degree of complementarity between individual e¤orts is relatively low �i.e. when
� > 0 �preference evolution can lead to spitefulness within groups if few groups compete
against each other. However, as the number of groups increases, it leads to the emergence
of in-group altruism and this behavioral trait becomes increasingly strong as the number of
competing groups keeps going up (property (i) of Proposition 4). This result echoes that of
an increase in the degree of complementarity between individual e¤orts. When the intensity
of the con�ict between groups increases, the success of one�s own group is becoming more and
more decisive for the evolutionary success of a group member. In other words, the intensity
of the con�ict helps solving the tendency to "free-riding" �or sel�shness �by developing
in-group favoritism. When the degree of within-group complementarities is relatively large
� i.e. when � < 0 �preference evolution leads to in-group altruism independently of the
number of groups. Yet, in this case, a larger number of competing groups can increase as
well as decrease the evolutionary stable degree of altruism within groups (property (ii) of
Proposition 4). It remains that � < 0 always leads to a stronger degree of in-group altruism
than � > 0 for any given number of competing groups (Proposition 3).
Finally, we can characterize equilibrium levels of e¤orts and of individual �tness when

players have locally evolutionarily stable preferences. When all players in society have the
same preference parameter ��, they all exert the same level of individual e¤ort i.e. �using
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(9) �e� = (1+ ��)(n� 1)=2n2. Substituting �� given by (11) into this expression, we obtain

e� =
(1� �) (n� 1)2

n [(n2 + 2)(1� �)� n(1� 2�)] : (15)

Furthermore, all groups have the same probability of success i.e. 1=n, so that each player�s
material payo¤ induced by evolutionarily stable preferences is �� = (1=n)� e� or

�� =
n+ 1� �

n [(n2 + 2)(1� �)� n(1� 2�)] : (16)

It can be easily veri�ed that an increase in the degree of complementarity between individual
e¤orts �i.e. a decrease in � �unambiguously decreases material payo¤. Indeed, the lower
� the higher is the evolutionarily stable level of in-group altruism and thus the higher the
level of individual e¤ort. As a result, the con�ict becomes more severe. A larger number of
competing groups has an ambiguous impact on the evolutionarily stable preference parameter
and thus on equilibrium levels of e¤orts. Yet, a larger number of groups also unambiguously
decreases individual payo¤s simply because a larger number of players are involved in the
con�ict for a resource of a �xed amount.

4 Conclusion

The inclination of people to pull together in face of a common enemy appears to be a
universal trait of human behavior and this is con�rmed by several experimental studies in
economics or social psychology. In this paper, we provide an evolutionary foundation for the
emergence and stability of �parochial�altruism in a context where several groups compete
against each other for an exogenous resource. It is shown that both a strong degree of
complementarity between individual e¤orts and a large number of competing groups reinforce
in-group favoritism. Indeed, the success of a group crucially depends on its ability to contain
the tendency to free-riding or sel�shness. There is thus an evolutionary pressure towards
in-group altruism because it increases the probability of success of the group in the con�ict,
which in turn increases individual �tness. The downside of this behavior is that it makes
the con�ict between groups more severe and potentially more destructive. A fundamental
reason for this is that there is a �xed amount of resources at the origin of the con�ict. Thus,
it would be interesting to try to extend the analysis to a model where players have some
endowments �for example units of time �that can be used for production or for rent-seeking.
However, the present analysis shows that the existence and characterization of evolutionarily
stable preferences can be very challenging even in a very simple framework.
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5 Appendix

5.1 Proof of Lemma 1

The proof of this Lemma is conducted in three steps. The �rst one is to show that the �rst-order
conditions given by (6) are necessary and su¢ cient for maximization.

The �rst derivative of Vij(ej; e�j), given by (5), with respect to eij is given by

@Vij(ej; e�j)

@eij
= (1 + �ij)

@pj (ej; e�j)

@Gj (ej)

@Gj (ej)

@eij
� 1: (A1)

Using (1) and (2), we have
@pj (ej; e�j)

@Gj (ej)
=

P
k 6=j Gk (ek)

(
Pn

l=1Gl (el))
2 ; (A2)

and
@Gj (ej)

@eij
=
�
e�ij + e

�
�ij
� 1
�
�1
e��1ij =

Gj (ej) e
��1
ij

e�ij + e
�
�ij

: (A3)

Thus (A1) can be rewritten as

(1 + �ij)
pj (ej; e�j)

hP
k 6=j pk (ek; e�k)

i
e��1ij�

e�ij + e
�
�ij
� � 1: (A4)

As a result, the �rst-order condition for i = f1; 2g and j = f1; 2; :::; ng is given by (6) since
pj (ej; e�j) +

P
k 6=j pk (ek; e�k) = 1.

The second derivative of Vij(ej; e�j) with respect to eij is given by

@2Vij(ej; e�j)

@e2ij
= (1 + �ij)

8>>>>><>>>>>:
[1� 2pj (ej; e�j)]

@pj (ej; e�j)

@Gj (e1)

@Gj (ej)

@eij

e��1ij�
e�ij + e

�
�ij
�

pj (ej; e�j) [1� pj (ej; e�j)]
e��2ij

�
(� � 1) e��ij � e�ij

��
e�ij + e

�
�ij
�2

9>>>>>=>>>>>;
: (A5)

From (A2) and (A3), we also have

@pj (ej; e�j)

@Gj (ej)

@Gj (ej)

@eij
=
pj (ej; e�j) [1� pj (ej; e�j)] e��1ij

e�ij + e
�
�ij

: (A6)

Substituting (A6) into (A5), we obtain

@2Vij(ej; e�j)

@e2ij
=
(1 + �ij)pj (ej; e�j) [1� pj (ej; e�j)]

�
�2pj (ej; e�j) e�ij + (� � 1) e��ij

�
e��2ij�

e�ij + e
�
�ij
�2 ;

(A7)
which is always negative for i = f1; 2gand j = f1; 2; :::; ng since � � 1.
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As a result Vij(ej; e�j), for i = f1; 2gand j = f1; 2; :::; ng, is strictly concave and continuous
in eij for � 2 (�1; 0) or � 2 (0; 1]. Thus, the �rst-order condition given by (6) is both necessary
and su¢ cient for characterizing the best-response function of player (i; j) for i = f1; 2gand j =
f1; 2; :::; ng :

The second step of the proof is to show that if a group participates to the contest, then its
two members produce positive levels of e¤ort. In other words, a corner solution for player (i; j) �
that is eij = 0 �and an interior solution for player (�i; j) �that is e�ij > 0 �cannot be mutual
best responses for the two players of group j. Indeed, suppose �rst that � 2 (0; 1] with eij = 0
and e�ij > 0, then we would have pj (ej; e�j) > 0 but the denominator of the LHT of (6) would
tend to 0, so that the LHT would approach in�nity. Hence, (6) cannot be satis�ed for eij = 0
and e�ij > 0 when � 2 (0; 1]. Now suppose that � 2 (�1; 0) with eij = 0; then Gj (ej) = 0
and thus V�ij(ej; e�j) is strictly decreasing in e�ij so that player (�i; j) cannot do better than
e�ij = 0 in this case. To conclude, if a group participates to the contest it fully participates
with both members being active (see also Kolmar and Rommeswinkel, 2003). Furthermore, there
cannot exist an equilibrium where all groups do not participate to the contest for � 2 (0; 1].
Indeed, if all other groups do not enter the contest, the members of group j could win the prize
with probability 1 in return for an arbitrarily small e¤ort (exerted by both group members). As a
result for � 2 (0; 1], at least one group is fully active. If � 2 (�1; 0), eij = 0 and e�ij = 0 are
mutually best responses independently of the behavior of other groups. Hence, there may exist an
equilibrium in which none the n groups participate to the contest.

The �nal step for demonstrating the existence of a pure strategy Nash equilibrium characterized
by (6), is to reduce the group contest to a contest among individual players11 and then use Theorem
1 of Cornes and Hartley (2005). Suppose that there are m active groups and consider the system
of 2m �rst-order conditions (6) holding with equality. This system can be rewritten as (with (A1),
(A2) and (A3)) �P

k 6=j Gk

�
G1��j�P

l2M Gl
�2 =

e1��ij

(1 + �ij)
; (A8)

for i = f1; 2gand j being an element of the set of active groups denoted by M .
For a given group j, the LHS of (A8) is the same for i = f1; 2gand hence e1j(1+ �2j)1=(1��) =

(1 + �1j)
1=(1��) e2j . The aggregate output of group j 2 M can thus be written as a function of

the e¤ort of player 1, that is

Gj =

"
(1 + �1j)

�
1�� + (1 + �2j)

�
1��

(1 + �1j)
�

1��

# 1
�

e1j � 	1j(�1j; �2j)e1j: (A9)

We thus have e1j = [	1j(�1j; �2j)]
�1Gj .

The system of of 2m �rst-order conditions (A8) can thus be reduced to a system ofm equations
in Gj for j = f1; 2; :::;mg, that is P

k 6=j Gk�P
l2M Gl

�2 = 1

�j(�1j; �2j)
; (A10)

11See also Brookins et al. (2015) in a model of group contest with CES impact functions and heterogeneous
and convex cost functions.
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where

�j(�1j; �2j) = (1 + �1j) [	1j(�1j; �2j)]
1�� =

h
(1 + �1j)

�
1�� + (1 + �2j)

�
1��

i 1��
�
: (A11)

In other words, the system of �rst-order conditions (A4) for the group contest with heterogeneous
(other-regarding) preferences can be reduced to a system that is induced by a lottery contest of m
individual players choosing Gj with heterogeneous (and constant) marginal costs given by the RHT
of (A10). Applying Theorem 1 of Cornes and Hartley (2005), we can conclude that there exists a
pure strategy Nash equilibrium G�j for j 2 M . In turn, e�ij = [	1j(�1j; �2j)]

�1G�j for i = f1; 2g
and j 2M satisfying (6) constitute an equilibrium in the contest between groups.

5.2 Proof of Proposition 1

(i) From the proof of Lemma 1, we know that if a group participates to the contest, then its
two members produce positive levels of e¤ort. Furthermore, the group contest with heterogeneous
"other-regarding" preferences can be reduced to a lottery contest between individual players choos-
ing Gj with heterogeneous marginal costs. Let G =

P
kGk. From (A10), the �rst-order condition

for player j can be rewritten as

G�Gj
G2

� 1

�j(�1j; �2j)
� 0: (A12)

It is non-positive at Gj = 0 for �j(�1j; �2j) � G. Thus player/group j is fully inactive if
�j(�1j; �2j) � G. If, however �j(�1j; �2j) > G, then player j is active and thus Gj = G �
(G2=�j(�1j; �2j)). Again, let M be the set of the m active players in equilibrium. We have
G =

P
j2M Gj , and hence

G =
m� 1P

j2M (1=�j(�1j; �2j))
. (A13)

Suppose now that all group members have the same preference parameter � except group member
(1; 1) with the preference parameter �m. We thus have (from (A11)) ��1(�) = 2

1��
� (1 + �) for

all j 6= 1 and �1(�m; �) =
h
(1 + �m)

�
1�� + (1 + �)

�
1��

i 1��
�
. We �rst show that there cannot exist

an equilibrium in which player (i.e. group) 1 with marginal cost 1=�1(�m; �) is active and some
x > 1 �but not all i.e. x < n � 1 �other players (i.e. groups) with the common marginal cost
1=��1(�) are inactive. If it were the case, we would have

G =
n� x� 1

[1=�1(�m; �)] + (n� x� 1) [1=��1(�)]
=

(n� x� 1)�1(�m; �)��1(�)
(n� x� 1)�1(�m; �) + ��1(�)

: (A14)

But for a player j 6= 1 to be inactive, we must also have ��1(�) � G which is in contradiction
with (A14). As a result, there are two possibilities. All groups j 6= 1 are either fully active or
fully inactive. However, there cannot exist an equilibrium where all these groups are fully inactive
while group 1 is fully active. Indeed, in that case, we would have that the LHT of (A12) is strictly
negative for any positive level of G1 > 0 so that this group would not play its best response. As a
consequence, if player (i.e. group) 1 is active, then all players (groups) are active in equilibrium.
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Now, suppose player 1 is fully inactive while some x > 1 �but not all i.e. x < n � 1 �other
players are also fully inactive. In this case, we would have

G =
(n� x� 2)��1(�)

(n� x� 1) : (A15)

But again for a player j 6= 1 to be inactive, we must also have ��1(�) � G which is in contradiction
with (A15). Thus when player 1 is fully inactive, All groups j 6= 1 are either fully active or fully
inactive. As stated in footnote 9, we ignore the equilibrium where all groups are fully inactive.
Thus, suppose that all players j 6= 1 are fully active (still with player 1 being active). In this case,
G is given by (A15) with x = 0. This is an equilibrium if �1(�m; �) � G, or

�1(�m; �)

��1(�)
� (n� 2)
(n� 1) . (A16)

To conclude there are two types of equilibrium. If (A16) holds, group 1 is fully inactive while all
other groups are active. If (A16) does not hold, then all groups are fully active. Let de�ne

�(�m; �) = (1 + �m)
�

1�� + (1 + �)
�

1�� ; (A17)

so that �1(�m; �) = [� (�m; �)]
1��
� . Since ��1(�) = 2

1��
� (1 + �), the necessary and su¢ cient

condition for all groups being active is given by (8).

(ii) Suppose (8) holds. If �ij = � for i = f1; 2g and j = f2; :::; ng, then �rst-order conditions
given by (6) are symmetric for all j 6= 1 and thus all players �except the members of group 1 �exert
the same level of individual e¤ort that we denote eij = eS for i = f1; 2g and j = f2; 3; :::; ng : As a
result pj (ej; e�j) = pS (e1; e�1) for all j = f2; 3; :::; ng and where e�1 = ((eS; eS); :::; (eS; eS))| {z }

n�1 times

:

The two members of group 1 di¤er �in terms of (other-regarding) preferences �and thus will
exert di¤erent levels of e¤orts in equilibrium. This gives rise to a probability of success for group
1, i.e. p1 (e1; e�1), that di¤ers from pS (e1; e�1).

From these observations, there are three distinct equilibrium levels of e¤ort that must satisfy
the following �rst-order conditions,

(1 + �m)
p1 (e1; e�1) [(n� 1)pS (e1; e�1)] e��111

e�11 + e
�
21

= 1; (A18)

for the mutant player (1; 1), and

(1 + �)
p1 (e1; e�1) [(n� 1)pS (e1; e�1)] e��121

e�11 + e
�
21

= 1; (A19)

for player (2; 1) who is the partner of the mutant in group 1, and

(1 + �)
pS (e1; e�1) [p1 (e1; e�1) + (n� 2)pS (e1; e�1)]

2eS
= 1; (A20)

for all players (i; j), for i = f1; 2gand j = f2; :::; ng.
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Thus, using (A18) and (A19), we have

e21 =

�
1 + �

1 + �m

� 1
1��

e11: (A21)

With (A19) and (A20), we have

2eSp1 (e1; e�1) (n� 1)e��121 = [p1 (e1; e�1) + (n� 2)pS (e1; e�1)] (e�11 + e�21) : (A22)

Using (1) and (2) and the fact that Gj (ej) = GS (eS) = 21=�eS for j = f2; 3; :::; ng and that
p1 (e1; e�1) and pS (e1; e�1) have the same numerator, (A22) becomes

eS
�
2G1 (e1) (n� 1)e��121 � 21=�(n� 2) (e�11 + e�21)

�
= G1 (e1) (e

�
11 + e

�
21) : (A23)

Since G1 (e1) = (e�11 + e
�
21)

1=�, (A23) can be rewritten as

eS

h
2(n� 1)e��121 � 21=�(n� 2) (e�11 + e�21)

(��1)=�
i
= (e�11 + e

�
21) : (A24)

Let
�(:) � �(�m; �) = (1 + �m)

�
1�� + (1 + �)

�
1�� : (A25)

Then, using (A11) and (A13), (A14) can be rewritten has

eS

h
2(n� 1) [� (:)]

1��
� � 2 1� (1 + �) (n� 2)

i
(1 + �m)

1
1�� = (1 + �) [� (:)]

1
� e11: (A26)

The �rst-order condition (A18) can also be rewritten as

(1 + �m) (n� 1)G1 (e1)GS (eS) e��111

(e�11 + e
�
21) [G1 (e1) + (n� 1)GS (eS)]

2 � 1 = 0: (A27)

Since GS (eS) = 21=�eS and G1 (e1) = (e�11 + e
�
21)

1=�, (A27) can be rewritten as

2
1
� (n� 1)(1 + �m) (e�11 + e�21)

1��
� e��111 eS =

h
(e�11 + e

�
21)

1
� + 2

1
� (n� 1)eS

i2
(A28)

Using (A21) and (A25), (A28) becomes

2
1
� (n� 1)(1 + �m)

2
1�� [� (:)]

1��
� eS =

h
[� (:)]

1
� e11 + 2

1
� (n� 1)(1 + �m)

1
1�� eS

i2
(A29)

Substituting eS given by (A26) into (A29), we �nd after some tedious rearrangements, the equilib-
rium level of e¤ort e�11 (�m; �) by the mutant �agent 1 of group 1 �given in (9). The equilibrium
level of e¤ort e�21 (�m; �) by the mutant�s partner is obtained by using (A21). Finally, the common
equilibrium level of e¤ort for any player i = f1; 2g of group j, for j = f2; 3; ::ng, that is e�ij (�m; �)
in (9) is obtained by substituting e�11 (�m; �) into (A26).
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5.3 Proof of Proposition 2

We �rst determine condition (i) of De�nition 1. We have

@��11
@�m

=
@p1

�
e�1; e

�
�1
�

@G1 (e�1)

�
@G1 (e

�
1)

@e�11

@e�11
@�m

+
@G1 (e

�
1)

@e�21

@e�21
@�m

�

+
X

j 6=1

@p1
�
e�1; e

�
�1
�

@Gj(e�j)

�
@Gj(e

�
j)

@e�1j

@e�1j
@�m

+
@Gj(e

�
j)

@e�2j

@e�2j
@�m

�
� @e

�
11

@�m
. (A30)

Using the �rst-order conditions for the e¤ort levels of the two members of group 1, that is (A1)
with �11 = �m and �21 = �, we have

@��11
@�m

= � �m
1 + �m

@e�11
@�m

+
1

1 + �

@e�21
@�m

+
X

j 6=1

@p1
�
e�1; e

�
�1
�

@Gj(e�j)

�
@Gj(e

�
j)

@e�1j

@e�1j
@�m

+
@Gj(e

�
j)

@e�2j

@e�2j
@�m

�
: (A31)

We have
@p1

�
e�1; e

�
�1
�

@Gj(e�j)
= � G1 (e

�
1)h

G1 (e�1) +
P

j 6=1Gj(e
�
j)
i2 for j 6= 1: (A32)

From (A3), we also have

@Gj(e
�
j)

@e�ij
=
�
(e�ij)

� + (e��ij)
�
� 1��

� (e�ij)
��1: (A33)

Since e�ij = e
�
S for i = f1; 2g and j 6= 1, we have Gj(e�j) = GS (e�S) and @Gj(e�j)=@e�ij = 2(1��)=�

for i = f1; 2g and j 6= 1 and thus (A31) reduces to

@��11
@�m

= � �m
1 + �m

@e�11
@�m

+
1

1 + �

@e�21
@�m

� 21=�(n� 1)G1 (e�1)
[G1 (e�1) + (n� 1)GS (e�S)]

2

@e�S
@�m

: (A34)

We now evaluate this expression at �m = �.

Recall �rst that e�21 = [(1 + �)=(1 + �m)]
1

1�� e�11. Therefore, the derivative of e
�
21 with respect

to �m is thus given by

@e�21
@�m

=

�
1 + �

1 + �m

� 1
1��
�
� e�11
(1� �)(1 + �m)

+
@e�11
@�m

�
; (A35)

and hence,
@e�21
@�m

j�m=� = �
e�

(1� �)(1 + �) +
@e�11
�m

j�m=� ; (A36)

since at �m = �, we have e�11 = e
�
21 = e

�
S = e

�:
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Also using (9), the derivative of e�S with respect to �m is given (after tedious calculations and
rearrangements) by

@e�S
@�m

=
2
1��
� (n� 1) (1 + �)2 [� (:)]

1�2�
� [2

1��
� (1 + �)� (n� 1) [� (:)]

1��
� ]

2 (1 + �m)
1�2�
1�� [2

1��
� (1 + �) + (n� 1) [� (:)]

1��
� ]3

; (A37)

and hence
@e�S
@�m

j�m=� = �
(n� 2)(n� 1)

4n3
: (A38)

Substituting (A38) and (A36) into (A34), we have

@��11
@�m

j�m=� =
1� �
1 + �

@e�11
@�m

j�m=� �
e�

(1� �)(1 + �)2 +
(n� 1)2(n� 2)

4n5e�
; (A39)

since G1 (e�1) = GS (e
�
S) = 2

1
� e�.

Using (9), we also have

e� =
(1 + �)(n� 1)

2n2
: (A40)

Substituting (A40) into (A39), one obtain

@��11
@�m

j�m=� =
1� �
1 + �

@e�11
@�m

j�m=� �
(n� 1) [�(n� 2) + 2]
2n3(1� �)(1 + �) : (A41)

Also, after long and tedious calculations, we obtain

@e�11
@�m

=
2
1��
� (n� 1)(1 + �)(1 + �m)

�
1�� [�1(:) + �2(:) + �3(:)]

(1� �) [� (:)]2
h
2
1��
� (1 + �) + (n� 1) [� (:)]

1��
�

i3 where

�1(:) � �1 (�m; �) = �4
1��
� (n� 2)(1 + �)2

h
�(:)� �(1 + �m)

�
1��

i
;

�2(:) � �2 (�m; �) = (n� 1)2 [� (:)]
2(1��)

�

h
�(:)� (1 + �m)

�
1��

i
;

(A42)

�3(:) � �3 (�m; �) = �2
1��
� (n� 1)(1 + �) [� (:)]

1��
�

h
(n� 3)� (:)� [n(2� �)� 3] (1 + �m)

�
1��

i
:

Therefore, we have

@e�11
@�m

j�m=� =
(n� 1)

�
(n� 1)2 � (n� 2)(2� �)� (n� 1) (�n� 3)

�
4(1� �)n3 : (A43)

Substituting into (A41) and setting it to 0 yields a unique value for �� given by (11). One can also
easily verify that �� � �1, since this inequality reduces to n � ��=(1� �), which holds for any
� 2 f(�1; 0) [ (0; 1]g.

18



We now verify condition (ii) of De�nition 1. (A34) can be rewritten as

@��11
@�m

= �1(:) + �2(:) + �3(:) where

�1(:) � �1 (�m; �) = �
�m

1 + �m

@e�11
@�m

;

�2(:) � �2 (�m; �) =
1

1 + �

@e�21
@�m

;

�3(:) � �3 (�m; �) =
�21=�(n� 1)G1 (e�1)

[G1 (e�1) + (n� 1)GS (e�S)]
2

@e�S
@�m

: (A44)

We have
@�1(:)

@�m
= � 1

(1 + �m)
2

@e�11
@�m

� �m
1 + �m

@2e�11
@�2m

: (A45)

Now, let evaluate this expression at �m = �. We have

@�1(:)

@�m
j�m=� = �

1

(1 + �)2
@e�11
@�m

j�m=� �
�

1 + �

@2e�11
@�2m

j�m=� : (A46)

We also have
@�2(:)

@�m
=

1

1 + �

@2e�21
@�2m

: (A47)

Using (A35), the second derivative of e�21 with respect to �m is given by

@2e�21
@�2m

=

�
1 + �

1 + �m

� 1
1��
�
� 2

(1� �)(1 + �m)
@e�11
@�m

+
(2� �)e�11

(1� �)2(1 + �m)2
+
@2e�11
@�2m

�
: (A48)

Substituting (A48) into (A47) and evaluating this last expression at �m = �, we obtain

@�2(:)

@�m
j�m=� =

1

1 + �

�
� 2

(1� �)(1 + �)
@e�11
@�m

j�m=� +
(2� �)e�

(1� �)2(1 + �)2 +
@2e�11
@�2m

j�m=�
�
:

(A49)
Recalling that e� = (1 + �)(n� 1)=2n2, using (A46) and (A49) we obtain

@ (�1(:) + �2(:))

@�m
j�m=� =

(2� �)(n� 1)
2n2(1� �)2(1 + �)2 �

(3� �)
(1� �)(1 + �)2

@e�11
@�m

j�m=�

+

�
1� �
1 + �

�
@2e�11
@�2m

j�m=� : (A50)

Substituting (A43) into (A50), we have

@ (�1(:) + �2(:))

@�m
j�m=� = �

(n� 1) [3n2 � 7n+ 6� �(n2 � 2n+ 2)]
4n3(1� �)(1 + �)2 +

�
1� �
1 + �

�
@2e�11
@�2m

j�m=� :

(A51)
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We now calculate the derivative of �3 (:) with respect to �m. From (A44), �3 (:) can be rewritten
as

�3(:) = �21=�(n� 1)p1 (e�1; e�S) �(e�1; e�S)
@e�S
@�m

where

�(e�1; e
�
S) =

1

G1 (e�1) + (n� 1)GS (e�S)
: (A52)

We have

@�3(:)

@�m
= �21=�(n� 1)

8>>>>>>>>>><>>>>>>>>>>:

@p1(:)

@�m

@e�S
@�m

�(:) + p1(:)�(:)
@2e�S
@�2m

+p1(:)
@e�S
@�m

266664
@�(:)

@G1(:)

�
@G1(:)

@e�11

@e�11
@�m

+
@G1(:)

@e�21

@e�21
@�m

�

+
@�(:)

@GS(:)

@GS(:)

@e�S

@e�S
@�m

377775

9>>>>>>>>>>=>>>>>>>>>>;
: (A53)

We have
@�(:)

@GS(:)
= (n� 1) @�(:)

@G1(:)
= � n� 1

[G1 (:) + (n� 1)GS (:)]2
: (A54)

Furthermore, from the �rst-order condition (A30), we have @p1(:)=@�m = @e11=@�m. Thus (A53)
becomes

Thus (A44) becomes

@�3
@�m

= �21=�(n� 1)

8>>>>>>>>>><>>>>>>>>>>:

@e11
@�m

@e�S
@�m

�(:) + p1(:)�(:)
@2e�S
@�2m

+p1(:)
@e�S
@�m

@�(:)

@G1(:)

266664
@G1(:)

@e�11

@e�11
@�m

+
@G1(:)

@e�21

@e�21
@�m

+(n� 1)@GS(:)
@e�S

@e�S
@�m

377775

9>>>>>>>>>>=>>>>>>>>>>;
: (A55)

In a symmetric equilibrium, we have

p1(:) j�m=� =
1

n
; �(:) j�m=� =

1

2
1
�ne�

;
@�(:)

@G1(:)
j�m=� = �

1

[nG(e�)]2
= � 1h

2
1
�ne�

i2 ;
@GS(:)

@e�S
j�m=� = 2

1
� ;

@G1(:)

@e�11
j�m=� =

@G1(:)

@e�21
j�m=� = 2

1��
� : (A56)
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As a result, we have

@�3(:)

@�m
j�m=� = �

(n� 1)
ne�

8>>>>>>>>><>>>>>>>>>:

�
@e�11
@�m

@e�S
@�m

�
j�m=� +

1

n

@2e�S
@�2m

j�m=�

� 1

2n2e�
@e�S
@�m

j�m=�

26664
@e�11
@�m

j�m=� +
@e�21
@�m

j�m=�

+2(n� 1) @e
�
S

@�m
j�m=�

37775

9>>>>>>>>>=>>>>>>>>>;
: (A57)

From (A35), we have

@e�21
@�m

j�m=� = �
e�

(1� �)(1 + �) +
@e�11
@�m

j�m=� : (A58)

Substituting (A58) into (A57), we obtain

@�3(:)

@�m
j�m=� = �(n� 1)

ne�
@e�S
@�m

j�m=�

8>>>><>>>>:

�
1� 1

n2e�

�
@e�11
@�m

j�m=�

+
1

2n2(1� �)(1 + �) �
(n� 1)
n2e�

@e�S
@�m

j�m=�

9>>>>=>>>>;
�(n� 1)
n2e�

@2e�S
@�2m

j�m=� : (A59)

Substituting e� given by (A40) into (A59), one obtain

@�3(:)

@�m
j�m=� = � 2n

(1 + �)

@e�S
@�m

j�m=�

8>>>><>>>>:

�
(1 + �)(n� 1)� 2
(1 + �)(n� 1)

�
@e�11
@�m

j�m=�

+
1

2n2(1� �)(1 + �) �
2

(1 + �)

@e�S
@�m

j�m=�

9>>>>=>>>>;
� 2

(1 + �)

@2e�S
@�2m

j�m=�� : (A60)

Substituting (A38) and (A43) into (A60), we obtain after some trivial (but tedious) calculations

@�3(:)

@�m
j�m=� =

(n� 1)(n� 2)

24 (n3 � 2)(1� �)(1 + �)� n2(2� 3�)(1 + �)
+n(1� 2� + �(3� 4�))

35
8(1� �)(1 + �)2n5

� 2

(1 + �)

@2e�S
@�2m

j�m=� : (A61)

The second derivative of ��11 (�m; �) with respect to �m evaluated at �m = � is given by the sum
of (A51) and (A61).
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What remains to be done is the calculation of the second derivative of e�11 and of e
�
S with respect

to �m. Calculating the derivative of @e�11=@�m given by (A42) with respect to �m and evaluating
the resulting expression at �m = �, we obtain12

@2e�11
@�2m

j�m=� = �
(n� 1) [n3 � 5n2 + 10n� 6� 2�(2n3 � 6n2 + 8n� 3)]

8(1� �) (1 + �)n4 : (A62)

Similarly, calculating the derivative of @e�S=@�m given by (A37) with respect to �m and evaluating
the resulting expression at �m = �, we obtain

@2e�S
@�2m

j�m=� =
(n� 1) [3n2 � 10n+ 6� 2�(2n2 � 6n+ 3)]

8(1� �) (1 + �)n4 : (A63)

Substituting (A62) into (A51) to obtain [@ (�1(:) + �2(:)) =@�m] j�m=� and (A63) into (A61) to
obtain [@�3(:)=@�m] j�m=� and adding the two terms, we obtain

�
@2��11=@�

2
m

�
j�m=� (see (A44)),

that is

@2��11
@�2m

j�m=� = �

(n� 1)

8<: (n� 1) [6n3 � 3n2 � 6n+ 4� �(2n3 � 7n2 + 10n� 4)]

�� [5n4 � 3n3 � 12n2 + 12n� 4� �(5n4 � 17n3 + 26n2 � 16n+ 4)]

9=;
8(1� �)(1 + �)2n5 :

(A64)
Substituting � by �� given by (11) into this expression, we obtain

@2��11
@�2m

j�m=�� = �

[n2 � n+ 2� �(n2 � 2n+ 2)]

24 2(n3 � n+ 1) + 2�2(n� 1)2
�� (2n3 + 3n2 � 6n+ 4)

35
16(1� �)3n5 : (A65)

One can observe that the sign of this expression is always negative for any � � 0. For � � 0, one
can easily show that

�
@2��11=@�

2
m

�
j�m=�� = 0 as three roots in �, that is

�1 =
n2 � n+ 2
n2 � 2n+ 2 ;

�2 =
2n3 + 3n2 � 6n+ 4� n

p
4n3(n� 1) + 17n2 � 20n+ 12

4(n� 1)2 ; (A66)

�3 =
2n3 + 3n2 � 6n+ 4 + n

p
4n3(n� 1) + 17n2 � 20n+ 12

4(n� 1)2 :

It can be easily veri�ed that �1 and �3 are strictly larger than 1 for any n � 2. As a result,
condition (ii) of de�nition is veri�ed if and only if � � �2 � ��.
12Since the mathematical expressions are very long, we only write the values of these expressions evaluated

at �m = �. We also used the Mathematical software to be sure not to have made any errors in the computation
of these derivatives.

22



References

[1] Abbink, K., Brandts, J., Herrmann, B., and H. Orzen, (2010), �Intergroup Con�ict
and Intra-Group punishment in an Experimental Contest Game,�American Economic
Review 100, 420�447.

[2] Abbink, K., Brandts, J., Herrmann, B., and H. Orzen, (2012), "Parochial Altruism in
Inter-group Con�icts," Economic Letters 117, 45-48.

[3] Ahn, T.K., Isaac, M., and Salon, T.C., (2011), "Rent-seeking in Groups," International
Journal of Industrial Organization 29, 116-125.

[4] Alchian, A.A., Demsetz, H., (1972), "Production, Information Costs, and Economic
Organization," American Economic. Review 62 (5), 777�795.

[5] Alger, I., and J. Weibull, (2010), "Kinship, Incentives and Evolution," American Eco-
nomic Review 100, 1725-1758.

[6] Alger, I., and J. Weibull, (2013), "Homo Moralis �Preference Evolution under Incom-
plete Information and Assortative Matching," Econometrica 81, 2269-2302.

[7] Bester, H., and W. Güth, (1998), "Is altruism Evolutionarily Stable," Journal of Eco-
nomic Behavior and Organization 34, 193-209.

[8] Bornstein, G., Gneezy, U., Nagel, R., (2002), �The E¤ect of Intergroup Competition
on Group Coordination: An Experimental Study,�Games and Economic Behavior 41,
1-25.

[9] Bornstein, G., (2003), �Intergroup Con�ict: Individual, Group and Collective Interests,"
Personality and Social Psychology Review 7(2), 129-145.

[10] Brookins, P., Lightle, J.P., and D. Ryvkin, (2015), "Optimal Sorting in Group Contests
with Complementarities," Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization 112, 311-23.

[11] Corchón, L.C., (2007), "The theory of Contests: A Survey," Review of Economic Design
11, 69�100.

[12] Cornes, R., and R. Hartley, (2005), "Asymmetric Contests with General Technologies,"
Economic Theory 26, 923-46.

[13] Choi, J.K., and S. Bowles, (2007), "The Co-Evolution of Parochial Altruism and War,"
Science 318, 636-40.

[14] Dekel, J. Ely, O. Yilankaya, (2007), "Evolution of Preferences," Review of Economic
Studies 74, 685-704.

[15] Eaton, C.B., Eswaran, M., and R.J. Oxoby, (2011), "Us and Them: The Origin of
Identity, and its Economic Implication," Canadian Journal of Economics 44(3), 719-
748.

23



[16] Gar�nkel, M. and S. Skaperdas, (2007), "Economics of Con�ict: An Overview," in
Sandler, T., Hartley, K. (eds.) Handbook of Defense Economics, vol. 2, pp. 649�710.
Amsterdam: Elsevier (2007)

[17] Glowaki, L., Wilson, M.L. and R.W. Wrangham, (2017), "The Evolutionary Anthro-
pology of War," forthcoming in the Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization.

[18] Güth, W. and M.E. Yaari, (1992), "Explaining Reciprocal Behavior in Simple Strategic
Games," in Witt, U. (ed.), Explaining Process and Change: Approaches to Evolutionary
Economics. University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, pp. 23-34.

[19] Hehenkamp, B., Leininger, W., and A. Possajennikov, (2004), "Evolutionary Equilib-
rium in Tullock Contests: Spite and Overdissipation," European Journal of Political
Economy 20, 1045-57.

[20] Heifetz, A., Shannon, C. and Y. Spiegel, (2007a), "What to Maximize if you Must,"
Journal of Economic Theory 133, 31-57.

[21] Heifetz, A., Shannon, C. and Y. Spiegel, (2007b), "The Dynamic Evolution of Prefer-
ences," Economic Theory 32, 251-286.

[22] Katz, E., Nitzan, S., and J. Rosemberg, (1990), "Rent-Seeking for Pure Public Goods,"
Public Choice 64, 49-60.

[23] Kolmar, M., and H. Rommeswinkel, (2013), "Contests with Group-Speci�c Public
Goods and Complementarities in E¤orts," Journal of Economic Behavior and Orga-
nization 89, 9-22.

[24] Konrad, K., (2009), Strategy and Dynamics in Contests, New York, NY: Oxford Uni-
versity Press.

[25] Konrad, K.A. and F. Morath, (2012), �Evolutionarily Stable In-Group Favoritism and
Out-Group Spite in Intergroup Con�ict,�Journal of Theoretical Biology 306, 61-67.

[26] Lehmann, L., and M. Feldman, (2008), "War and the Evolution of Belligerence and
Bravery," Proceedings of the Royal Society, Biological Sciences.

[27] Leininger, W., (2009), "Evolutionarily Stable Preferences in Contests," Public Choice
140, 341-356.

[28] Maynard Smith, J., (1982), Evolution and the Theory of Games, Cambridge University
Press. Cambridge.

[29] Münster, J., (2009), "Group Contest Sucess Functions," Economic Theory 41, 345-357.

[30] Nitzan, S., (1991), �Collective Rent Dissipation,�Economic Journal 101, 1522-34.

[31] Ok, E.A�and F. Vega-Redondo, (2001), "On the Evolution of Individualistic Prefer-
ences: An Incomplete Information Scenario," Journal of Economic Theory 97, 231-254.

24



[32] Sheremeta, R., M., (2018), "Behavior in Group Contests: A Review of Experimental
Research," Journal of Economic Surveys 32(3), pp. 683-704.

[33] Rush, H., (2014), "The Evolutionary Interplay of Intergroup Con�ict and Altruism in
Humans: A Review of Parochial Altruism Theory and Prospects for its Extension,"
Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences 281.

[34] Sethi, R., and E. Somanathan, (2001), �Preference Evolution and Reciprocity,�Journal
of Economic Theory 97, 273-97.

[35] Sha¤er, M.E., (1988), "Evolutionary Stable Strategies for a Finite Population and a
Variable Contest Size," Journal of Theoretical Biology 132, 469-478.

[36] Sheremeta, R.M., (2018), "Behavior in Group Contests: A Review of Experimental
Research," Journal of Economic Surveys 32(3), 683-704.

[37] Tajfel, H. and J.C. Turner, (1979), �An Integrative Theory of Intergroup Con�ict�.
In S. Worchel and W. Austin (Eds), The social psychology of intergroup relations (pp.
33-48). Paci�c Grove, CA/ Brooks/Cole.

[38] Tajfel, H., (1982), "Social Psychology in Intergroup Relations," Annual Review of Psy-
chology 33, 1-39.

25



CEE-M Working Papers1 - 2019 
 

 
WP 2019 - 01  Adrien Nguyen-Huu. & Antonin Pottier 

«Hicksian Traverse Revisited: Conditions for the Energy Transition» 
 
WP 2019 - 02  Oumar Mbodji, Adrien Nguyen-Huu & Traian A. Pirvu 

«Optimal Sharing Rule for a Household with a Portfolio Management 
Problem» 

 
WP 2019 - 03  Tristan Cotty, Tristan, Elodie Maitre d’Hotel &Julie Subervie 

«Inventory credit to enhance food security in Africa» 
 
WP 2019 - 04  Raphael Soubeyran 

«Incentives, Pro-social Preferences and Discrimination» 
 
WP 2019 - 05  Adrien Fabre, Mouez Fodhaz & Francesco Ricci 

«Optimal Timing of Energy Production» 
 
WP 2019 - 06  Claude Bismut & Ismaël Rmajo 

«A world of low interest rates» 
 
WP 2019 – 07 Gabriela Demarchi, Julie Subervie, Fernando Palha Leite & Jean-Paul 

Laclau 
 « Farmers’ preferences for water-saving strategies in brazilian eucalypt 

plantation » 
 
WP 2019 - 08   Arnaud Tognetti, David Doat, Dimitri Dubois & Rustam Romaniuc 

« Does the presence of a physically disabled erson in the group increase 
cooperation? An experimental test of the empathyaltruism hypothesis » 

 
WP 2019 – 09  Isabelle Tritsch, Gwenole Le Velly, Benoit Mertens, Patrick, Meyfroidt, 

Christophe Sannier, Jean-Sylvestre Makak & Kenneth Houngbedji 
« Do Forest-Management Plans and FSC Certification Reduce deforestation 
in the Congo Basin? » 

 
WP 2019 - 10   Jean-Michel Salles 

« Valuing the loss and damage from climate change: a review of some 
current issues » 

 
WP 2019 - 11  Can Askan Mavi 
   « Can harmful events be another source of environmental traps? » 
 
WP 2019 - 12  Daniel Serra 
   « Neuroeconomics and Modern Neuroscience » 

                                                           
1 CEE-M Working Papers / Contact : laurent.garnier@inra.fr 

 RePEc https://ideas.repec.org/s/hal/wpceem.html  
 HAL https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/CEE-M-WP/ 

 

mailto:laurent.garnier@inra.fr
https://ideas.repec.org/s/hal/wpceem.html
https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/CEE-M-WP/


WP 2019 - 13  Daniel Serra 
   « La neuroeconomie en question :  debats et controversies » 
 
WP 2019 - 14  Claire Richert, Katrin Erdlenbruch�& Frédéric Grelot 

« The impact of �flood management policies individual adaptation actions:  
insights from a French case study » 

 
WP 2019 - 15  Margaux Lapierre, Alexandre Sauquet & Julie Subervie 

« Improving Farm Environmental Performance through Technical Assistance: 
Empirical Evidence on Pesticide Use» 

 
WP 2019 - 16  Pierre Levasseur, Katrin Erdlenbruch & Christelle Gramaglia 

« Why do people continue to live near polluted sites? Empirical evidence 
from Southwestern Europe 

 
WP 2019 - 17  Murielle Djiguemde, Dimitri Dubois, Alexandre Sauquet & Mabel Tidball 
   « On the modelling and testing of groundwater resource models » 
 
WP 2019 - 18  Guillaume Cheikbossian 
   « Evolutionarily stable in-group altruism in intergroup Conflict » 
 


	Couverture-19-16
	Evolution-Groups-SEPTEMBER-2019-FINAL
	biblio2019-18

