Volker Schröder 
  
Marie-Catherine Vs 
  
Le Jumel 
  
Baron Jérôme 
  
The birth and beginnings of Madame d'Aulnoy

niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant des établissements d'enseignement et de recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou privés.

Her math may be off by a month or so, but "13 years and 8 months" in July 1666 points unambiguously to a birth in the fall of 1652. The writer is indeed already "Dame Donoy," following her marriage to François de la Motte, baron d'Aulnoy, on March 8, 1666. A first daughter was born in January 1667; three more children followed in quick succession, before Marie-Catherine even turned 18.

Barring further discoveries, this marginal inscription appears to be the earliest piece of writing that has come down to us from Madame d'Aulnoy. Proud, feisty, and eloquent, it proclaims the author's identity and warns the future reader of "her book" not to underrate what's "inside." D'Aulnoy's first publications did not appear until 1690, but her handwriting was already on the wall in Barneville in 1666.