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The Engraved frontispieces face the title pages of volumes 1 and 3. The first of these images has already been known from another copy of volume 1, which was sold on eBay in 2008; fortunately, it was captured and posted online on the blog of "Le Bibliomane moderne" (the French bookseller Bertrand Hugonnard-Roche). In her excellent study of early fairy-tale illustrations, Daphne Hoogenboezem doubted the authenticity of this frontispiece and suggested that it was a later addition by an individual owner of the book. Its presence in the WLB copy, however, confirms that at least some of the copies sold by Claude Barbin were indeed issued with this frontispiece. Whether the author had any control over its design and execution is another matter; none of d'Aulnoy's earlier books were illustrated, and Barbin may well have proceeded without consulting her.

Whatever its origins and intentions, this frontispiece must now be taken into account as the earliest visual representation accompanying and introducing Les Contes des fées. The presence of the same engraved vignettes and woodcut ornaments in both copies shows that we are confronted not with a piracy but two "original" editions, both published by Claude Barbin and printed by the same printer (probably Jacques Langlois). Such cases of duplicate editions are surely more frequent than bibliographers have realized; in fact, Barbin's 1697 edition of Perrault's tales exists itself in two versions, which have often been erroneously described as two "states" or "printings" (tirages) of a single edition, when in reality most of the text was reset.

In the case of Perrault's tales, an errata leaf helps distinguish the first edition from the second. No such supplement differentiates the UCB and WLB copies of volume 1 of Les Contes des fées, and a more thorough comparison will be needed to determine which of the two may have been printed first. As far as volume 2 is concerned, the three currently known copies (preserved in Stuttgart, Gotha, and Madrid) all seem to belong to the same edition, but one can hope that additional copies will surface and shed more light on the publication history. In the meantime, the newly located volumes present d'Aulnoy scholars not only with two new frontispieces, but also with hundreds of (small but not insignificant) textual variants awaiting identification and critical appraisal.
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  It is perhaps in reaction to this rather frightening image of a stern matron or mistress that volume 3 opens with a much gentler vision of female storytelling. This frontispiece (reproduced here for the first time) is signed "Clouzier. F." -with "F." being not a first name initial but the abbreviation of "Fecit." The same signature appears in three of the five vignettes in volume 4. It probably refers to the engraver Antoine Clouzier, who often worked for Barbin and also executed the famous frontispiece to the tales of Perrault, published the same year. (The comparison between these two frontispieces signed by Clouzier lies beyond the scope of this note.) By contrast, none of the illustrations in volumes 1 and 2 are signed; on stylistic grounds, I would question their traditional attribution to Clouzier. Württembergische Landesbibliothek, Fr.D.oct.1816-3 Another copy of volume 1, also dated 1698 but lacking the frontispiece, was acquired by the University of Colorado Boulder in 2007 and digitized in 2011. While at first it looks identical to the WLB copy, closer examination yields a surprise: the two books were actually printed, for the most part, from different settings of type and thus represent (bibliographically speaking) two different editions. Their non-identity is almost imperceptible on some pages, but conspicuous on others: left: University of Colorado Boulder / right: Württembergische Landesbibliothek left: University of Colorado Boulder / right: Württembergische Landesbibliothek