R Toinet 
  

de niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant des établissements d'enseignement et de recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou privés.

Information

On the other hand, records of books allegedly from Toinet's collection can be encountered in many other library catalogs in the English-speaking world -apparently due to a widespread practice of borrowing title citations from the Library of Congress and not cleaning up the copy-specific notes. The error persists when these books are made available online (in HathiTrust or the Internet Archive): the records include the note "Ex bibliotheca R. Toinet" but closer examination shows this to be invariably wrong.

No less confusing is the fact that many ex-Toinet books now appear in Gallica, the digital repository of the French National Library. Since 2007, Gallica indeed includes hundreds of titles digitized from the microfilm set French Books 1601-1700 (225 reels produced by General Microfilm Co./OmniSys Corp., Massachusetts), a series that appears to draw heavily from the Toinet collection in the Library of Congress. Unfortunately, nothing in the Gallica records indicates the physical location and characteristics of these microdigitally reproduced books. Whereas the microfilm reels include the original catalog card for each book, all this information has disappeared in the Gallica version, and the only "source" and "provenance" mentioned is "Bibliothèque nationale de France."

Copy-specific information is always helpful, but especially in the case of the Toinet collection, since many of its volumes are not only rare but contain unique features, such as owners' inscriptions or other manuscript additions (not to mention the notes inserted by the collector-bibliographer himself). To present just one example, Toinet's copy of vol. 2 of the Poësies de Madame Deshoulières (1695) ends with a manuscript poem that is also noticeable in the digitized microfilm but best read in the original: