Many American libraries along the eastern seaboard, from Maine to Washington D.C. and beyond, preserve outstanding autograph collections whose riches remain to be fully explored. While their strengths lie typically, and quite naturally, in

  The letter is addressed to "Monsieur Despreaux," i.e. the poet Nicolas Boileau-Despréaux, Racine's friend and colleague as royal historiographer. The second sentence, concerning Boileau's Epître de l'amour de Dieu and his reference to theologian Antoine Arnauld, makes it clear that the letter was written in 1698 (when January 20 was indeed a Monday). Racine also mentions his wife, his aunt (abbess of Port-Royal), his eldest daughter Marie-Catherine, and his eldest son Jean-Baptiste, who just had a meeting with Fénelon, archbishop of Cambrai. A lot of information in these nineteen lines! In 1747, Racine's youngest son Louis published an abridged version of the letter, omitting the last seven lines. In 1806, a partial facsimile of the autograph (which was at that time in the Bibliothèque Impériale) was published in the OEuvres de Louis XIV: