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FRANCISCUS VERELLEN

A Forgotten T’ang Restoration:
The Taoist Dispensation after Huang Ch’ao

In the first days of the year 88, the Taoist priest and scholar Tu Kuang-
Ping #-HFE (850-933) presented a memorial titled “The Veneration
of the Way by [Sovereigns of] Succeeding Ages” (“Li-lai ch*ung-tac chi” f§
{RE4EED) to the T’ang emperor Hsi-tsung 1B5% (r. 873-888)." The scene
of the presentation was the court-in-exile at Ch’eng-tu {in present-day Sze-
chwan), on the eve of its return to the T’ang capital Ch’ang-an. Four years
had passed almost to the day since Hsi-tsung’s precipitous flight from
Ch’ang-an, amid the chaos and terror of the sack of the metropolis by
Huang Ch’ac E{# on January 8, 881.2 As Hsi-tsung set out to recover the
imperial palace, Tu’s memorial marked the recent defeat of the Huang
Ch’ao rebellion (878-884) and the occupation of the remains of Lhe
capital by apparently loyalist forces. And looking to the future, the
“Veneration of the Way” alffirmed the T'ang dynasty’s (618-907) con-
tinuing divine mandate to rule: “The Imperial House continues the

THE AUTHOR is indebted to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and the Sinologisches
Seminar of the University of Heidelberg, where the follewing study was completed during
his six-month tenure as Humbaldt Fellow in 1991~ 1g992.

1 Cheng-t'ung tac-tsang TEGEIEIK (1445, rpt. Shanghai, 1g25-1926; hereafter, T7) fasc.
329, no. 593 (below, this numbering of works in T7 follows that of Kristofer Schipper,
Concordance dit Tao-tsang [Paris: Ecole Frangaise d'Extréme-Orient, tg72]); and Tung Kao %
#5 etal, comps, [ Ch'in-ting] Ch'ian T'ang wen [§XE] X {pref.1814; Peking: Chung-hua
shu-chii, 1987, hereafter, CTW), ch. g33. The longer tille Li-fai li-wang T ch'ung-fao chi is
recorded in the Sung catalogue Chung-wen tsung-mu 33X H (1042) by Wang Yao-ch'en
FERE etal. Sce the abridged version of 1144 in Wen-yiian ko Ssu-k'u ch'ian-shu (Taipei cpt.,
val. 674) 10, p. ga.

2 O the government-in-exile (881-88g), see F. Verellen, Du Guangting (850—g33): Teotrte
ds cour @ la fin de la Chine médifuale (Paris: College de France, 198g), pp. 69-100 (hereafter,
Du Guangting). On the background of the Huang Ch'ao-rebellion, see Howard 8. Levy, trans.,.
Biography of Huang Ch'ao [HIS 225C] {Betkeley: U. of California I, 1958); Pling Ch'as shik-chi
hzo TENEHPEE (Sung; TSCC edn.); and Fang Chi-liu F7K7S, Huang Ch'ao chi-i k'ao IR
FE 2 3 (Peking: Chung-kuo she-hui k'o hsiieh, 1g83). On the sack of Ch'ang-an, Edward H.
Schafer, “The Last Years of Ch'ang-an,” OF 10 (1 963), pp. £38-79-
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progeny of the Divine Immortal (Lao-tzu), having received a supernatural
token from the Most High confirming the boundlessness of its len thousand
generalions. .. .”
For in addition to suffering the loss of military, political, and fiscal
control, the emperor in exile had also faced a serious predicament of a
religious order. The premise that China was a dynastic realm ruled by divine
dispensation was universally shared. The loss of the sacred capital and
cosmologically ordained seat of the Son of Heaven, the abandonment of
the imperial tombs and consequent discontinuation
failure of credible divine protection — alt this inevilably called not only the
T'ang’s ability, but also their right to rule into question. The very notion of
an “imperial exile” was incongruous, for Hsi-lsung was eilher the Son of
Heaven or was subject to such indignities as exile - a (reatment reserved for
¢riminals and disgraced officials — but not both, Loyalists referred to the
emperor’s absence from the capilal as a “tour of inspeclion” ¥{5F or Lhe
“progress to Shu” &), the traditional name for lhe region of modern
Szechwan. These expressions evoked, on the contrary,
staking out and taking possession of the realm.* Convey
deliberate, measured action for extending
chaslisement to the oullying regions, the euphemisms diverted attenijon
from the ineffable loss of the center. This solemn ficlion wenl, so far as we
can tell, largely unquestioned.s Huang Ch’ac meanwhile, like the classical
usurper Wang Mang FZ5 (r. 9-23 AD) and others before him, took full ad-
 vantage of the ambiguity inherent in a system of feg
him to adduce military or political success as eviden
Having ascended the imperial throne at Ch’ang-
himself, as best he could, with the formal lrappi

of ancestral rites, the

rituaf Jjourneys for
ing lhe image of a
imperial benevolence and

itimalion that allowed
ce ol divine approval.
an, Huang Ch’ac furnished
ngs ol a dynastic founder,

? The full text of the postscript appears at the end of this article,

* On the ritual use of the toue of inspection in early T"ang times, sce Howard J. Wechsler,
Offerings of Jade and Silk: Ritual and Symbol in the Legitimation of the Tang Dynasty (New Haven:
Yale 1J.B, 1985}, pp. 161-6g.

% In a rare exception liturgical experts debated about the continuation of the imperial
ancestral rites during the exile: following discussion of ancient performance of such rites
during an imperial tour of inspection, the speaker wryly observes that “today there is no
question of an imperial tour of inspection; we are dealing with the loss of the ancesiral
temple!” See Liu Hsti I et al. comps., Chin Tang sh %E‘ﬁ {945; Shanghai: Chung:
hua, 197s; hereafter, CI8) 25, p. ¢6e; Wang Py EH Pang hui-yao EE I (of1; Peking:
Chung-hua, 1955; hereafier, THY) 186, BP- 347-48; Du Guangting, p. 38,

8 See Du Guangting, PP- 108-5 {capital}, B7-8¢ (ancestral rites}, 80-84 {Huang Ch'ac); and
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i uang Ch’ao’s reign of terror in Ch’ang-aﬂn was as
pr::a:oztll:);‘s?? :::;uilf fnd the court of‘th‘e “hidden dragonb1?ei:1;
conducted itself less virtuously than its men;:;;aiztsa:;t;l:lp::i\ir:n?seqi i].v OCE;-

. . ive anpe
égamSt . bil?kg;iflngf;fr:;ciift::n ‘i)lierprelations of the experience of
t‘“_‘;’ thelai:(i}zg ililin a more nuanced historical context than t,he simple
z:‘(ilt:r)iolzl of military success, The T’ang-the-Victoricus (Ch’.eng T angbffi%)
metaphor for the plight of Hsi-tsung, for example (see item 30} lhem,-
der October 16, 883), recalled the tradition that even the successfu
E?under of the Shang dynasty (traditionally 1766 Bc) haq suffelred hz:::-
inflicted Lrials. In emulating Ch’eng T’ang and magnajn:rnoalis );ha:tsin facgt
the blame for the woes of the world, Hsi—tsur‘1g could intim eh‘ I fac
others were to blame for the loss of the capital a.nd prestent 19.1 P
misfortune as a heroic self-sacrifice for the redemption ‘of his p‘e_op e.[ .
Beyond the inextricable and ultimately perha‘tps futile q'}lf'&lIOT.l Oi[s ora
responsibility, the story of the forgotten restora%l?n of the ‘ ang 11'127l e
throes raises broader questions regarding politics and h:slorltl)_lgr._au):l "
China. The “Veneration of the Way” frequently 1."efers Lo Stl > tie
practice of reporling supernatural incidents, ‘espemaﬂy port;g s e
restoration, to the Office of Hisloriography [Shlb-kuan. EE'E)f o(l;iinese
practice accorded with a fundamenlal, archaic, rationale ord _inese
historiography, still widely obserde unclier Lher"{';la;n'gf,;]:‘s;sz;;z:; ;iswrie&
a trace in the final versions o :
i:Z:iti::T;?g ut:h of the original historical record for this pe.riodalwas s:r[;:[::lt);
lost.® But the silence about late T'ang hopes for a'rest.oratmn sowl?[h o
the temth-and eleventh-cenlury historians’ nef;at.we !u.dgment, lshare
benefit of hindsight, of these particula}: pofrlte];nts hlStzr-l:i:Zt.sii 'r??; share
i icism, especially in the light of the memori . . ;
:}tl:li;ss‘:relptt:: restorztion‘ Zl’el such rejects of official h:stor}; lrt-lh;ic:::,
recuperajed from the Taoist canon, surely convey more authentic exp

Levy, Huang Gh'as, pp. 2g-30. , s
vrys,ee Schaler, “Ch'ang-an™;, Du Guangting, pp. Bo—84; aic.l .Levy' Huang (;“lkaia:& pg:;gb:r -
& Sec ll':c panegyric on Chen Ching-hstian Fﬁﬂ:; in the‘defs:ree e
88 (ite'n?' g;) below. Immediately aller Chlen's asgassm?.tlon in 893, i éjﬁ ik
d 3 uncedsas ,lhc scoundrel he was to remain to history; Ssu-ma Kuar;g n';‘(;;fcl} .
:’33!:’&1 BEIEE (1085, Peking: Ku-chin ch'u-pan she, 1g65; herealter, .
84‘:;2(;)2“131??02“2?%::8 ;hpi}z-xﬁa*ﬁ records, in particular, see Denis Twitchett, (m‘:fﬁ;iﬁ 3,-‘"
i n.
OﬂicfalnHLs!my under the Tang (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P. 19q2}, pp. 159 3

1gt-g7.
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if the rigorous procedures of official histori
: ; oriograph
generally achieved a high level of factua objectivity, the ongoing g:ogesi

sion led by degrees to the elimination of what we

An incidental point of interest is the restorati
Sheep Market {Ch’ing—yang ssu B SRR
restoration miracle to which Ty referre
legend (see item 30 below, under Oct
which had, in the words of emperor Hsi

on of the ancient Black
in Cheng-tu, the site of (he T'ang
d and a holy Place in the Lao-tzy
ober 3, 883). The sacred ground
-tsung, fallen into the possession of
antalions of onions and garlic, was

rites and on that account blessed wit

h potent “responses”
T’ang.!" This raises another long-te ponses’ on behalf of he

rm historical issue, with special implica-

¢ See Yusa Nobory LR “Soito Seiva .
kenkya iom cito Seiyskyq Seijésan oyobi Shi ; o
Po. 36-05 nesari B RO Tl ) S R T D
mythir:.a]gc . atumr ;“8 to Foo-pu 1zy HIHF, seet. “Tui-su BHE " the éh’in - is a
chiao-shik ;5% re of fabulous ]o_ngevity; see Wang Ming 88, am‘mt, Fao-p'u g:ng ion
word ¢k 'ing (blaipiﬁfz gﬁgfl:ﬂ.?gr:s?:hluaﬁ;lﬁ: 11980) P i H’Ot clear Wheui:f :?e
s N B etdi sense to ity ; . .
the Pao-ning ssy Temple in Shansi fca. 1640) depicts the cre;mj: ka): a.awfri];gsﬁamhng fom

(I;;l:::::ne:ﬁ‘e %;g:}?t ;"ao-r;in% mmMing-:ai Shuti-ly hua W oy A g (Pekif];]?;msii&
* “9%54 Pi 120, On the legend concerning the s ‘ _
u : : : g the site, see n. (81, belaw.
See the manifestations ig response o the chas w» liturgy ceIebraltred onml:ehalf of the

realm (item 23), and the central m; 1 i i
Hsitsung’s clansman [; Te-li (iteTn[r;g,eu:::;::]gsgg;:l ; rg;t;l'ahon cing the rial hld >
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tions for the period. The conflation of the T’ang ancestral cult with that of
Lord Lao reinforced the alliance of Taocist and Conlucian elements under-
lying China’s traditional theory of imperial legitimation. 2 The origins of this
ideological amalgam in classical antiquity, especially in the traditions of
political prophecy associated with the “apocryphal” ok 'an-wei 384 literature
of the mid-Han period and its development up Lo T’ang times, constitute a
recurring theme in the work of Anna Seidel, culminating in her study
entitled “Imperial Treasures and Taoisl Sacraments.”® Chinese literati have
tended to look askance at this subject. Like the Lradilional reticence of
“enlightened” Europe with respect to ils “dark” Middle Ages, the disap-
proval of Chinese intellectuals seems to have been aroused by Lhe streak of
primitive beliefs that was perceived to run through legitimation lore, beliefs
best relegated to the sphere of “popular” magic and superstition. Mean-
while, however, the sacrality of divinely anoinled monarchs and the super-
natural powers attributed to kings and regalia have become a major focus
of attention among medieval historians in the West."* We are indebted to
Anna Seidel for having pointed out corresponding features in China’s
ancient and medieval conceptions of kingship and their religious context.
The central event that Tu Kuang-Uing heralds in his “Veneration of the
Way” is a miracle reported to have taken place fifteen months earlier. It had
involved a member of the imperial family and led to the discovery of Lao-
{zu’s announcement of the imminent pacificalion of the Huang Ch’ao
insurrection. Following a careful description of the miraculous event, the
author transcribes a series of congratulatory memorials presented to
emperor Hsi-tsung by leading political and military figures in the

12 First formally laid oul in the treatise “Royal Mandates™ {(“Wang-ming lun” T #riA) by
Pan Piac HERE (ca. 3-54 an); Han she PR3 {Peking: Chung-hua, 1962) 1004, pp. 420728

12 Anna Seidel, “Imperial Treasures and Taoist Sacrements: Taoist Roots in the
Apocrypha,” in vol. 2 of Michel Strickmann, ed., Taniric and Taoist Studies: bt Honour of R4
Sein, Mélanges chinois et bouddhiques 21 {Brussels: Institut Belge des Hautes Etudes
Chinoises, 1983}, pp. 291-571. Farlier studies by Seide! include “The Image of the Perfect
Ruler in Eatly Taoist Messianism: Lao-tzu and Li Hung," History of Religions o (1g96g/1970),
pp- 216-47; “Der Kaiser und sein Ratgeber: Lao-izu und der Tacismus der Han-Ze
4 Saeculum 29 {1978), pp. 18—50; and *Kokuha: Note & propos du terme ‘trésor national’ en
Chine et au Japon,” BEFEO 64 {1981), pp. 229-61. See alsg the chapter *Taoism and Political
Legitimacy” in John Lagerwey, Taoist Ritual in Ghinese Sociely and History (New York: Macmil-
lan, 1987), pp. 255-64. :

1 Classic examples are Marc Bloch, Lss reis thaumaturges: Eludes sur le caraciire surnaturel
atiribué 4 la puissance royale, tev. edn. {Paris: Gallimard, 1983} J. E. Anderson, trans.,, The
Royal Touck {New York: Dorset P, 1g8g); and Ernst Hartwig Kantorowicz, The King's Twe
Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political Theology (Princeton: Princeton U.P,, 1957).

IXII
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government-in-exile. Some of these documnents were transinitted in the
surviving official record; others appear Lo be preserved only in Tu’s
memorial. The faith in the miracle professed by the highest in the land lent
credence to the events recorded. Moreover, the report of the miracle itself
was embedded in an elaborate web of similar portents revealing the bestow-
al of the heavenly mandate in times of crisis - in parlicular dynastic founda-
tion or restoration — while historical precedents for successful foundations
and restorations confirmed (he effectiveness of the Taoist dispensation. This

combination of portents and precedents shored up the plausibility of the

Tang’s announced retumn to power and realfirmed heir legitimacy in spite
of the Huang Ch’ao debacle.

The “Veneration of the Way™ adduces evidence for the Taoist dispensa-
tion to rule from (he reigns of thirty sovereigns. Fifteen belong to pre-Tang
dynasties, beginning with the Western Chou, and fifteen to the T’ang.
Items 1-2gare given belowin synopses; the events covering Hsi-tsung’s reign
are lranslated in full. The rulers of the Tang occupy 85 percent of the mem-
orial’s twenty folios, and fully 25 percent of the (ext is devoted to Hsi-+tsung’s
exile. These proportions support the conclusion, confirmed by Tu Kuang-
Ving’s postscript, that his main purpose in compiling and presenting the
memorial was to bolsler the credibility of a post-Huang Ch’ao restoration,
The following list of the chief ritual procedures enacted by the various

rulers in veneration of the Way will convey the religious and ideological
flavor of the work:'

1. benefactions by monarchs, which in turn induced manifestations of
Lord Lao through the ages, are exemplified by Lhe ordination ol Tacist
Priests and the construction of temples, boih in theory imperial prerog-
atives,'® and donations of existing royal mansions to serve as temples; !

's Earlier records of the imperial patronage of Taoism include the set of documents
perlaining to the compilation of the T'ang canon, temple foundations, and ordinations -
engraved in sltone in Ch‘eng-m by Wang Hisiian-ho & {f. 684}, author of San-{ung chu-
nang = R BB (T7980-81, na. 1 139}; see Yoshioka Yoshitoyo FH(E#E Dikyé to bufhys
b E N {Tokyo: Nihon gakujutsu shinkokai, 1959}, pp- 256-58. Cf. the T'ang list of te
great benefactions granted by emperors 10 Buddhism, inclydi

. uding the construction of
monasteries, the prinling of the canon, and the ordination of monks

Gernet, Buddhism in Chingse Society: An Fronomic History Jront the Fifih to the Tenth Centuries, F.
Vereilen, trans. (New York: Columbia U.P, 1995} p. 31.

1% See Kristofer M. Schipper, “Le monachisme taoiste,” in 1. Lanciotti, ed., freontro oi
Religioni in Asia tra i ffe 4 X Secolo d.C. (Florence: L. §, Olschki, 1984), p. 212, and Ying-hsiian
ling-pao san-tung Senz-tae &'o-chick yingshit MZ B = FHEwR T Bk (vth c, 7, attrib.
Chin-ming chi-chen $8i+3 (77, fasc. 760-61, no. 17 25} t, pparga-b. See also Chu Fa-
man 2855 HE, Yao-Asin ki chish-li cheo BEERHERE R (o 715; 7T fasc. 204—7, no. 463}
L2, pp. 2b-3a, 142-17a.

' The model for this is found in Buddhist apologelic literature and chronicles, Fa-liw's g

o o e
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2. honors and rewards accorded to Taoist; . o
3. rites performed by or on behalf of the imperial family;
4. commemorative inscriplions; '®

5. changes of place and era names;

. lamations of general amnesties; .
;3 E::aids of escalating honorary titles for both Lord Laoc and his T’ang

imperial descendants;
8. the great Eastern sacrifice (feng 3);
g. the enfeoffment of mountain gods.”

The related problems of dynastic foundation and FesloratioFl conl:
stitute the main theme of the work. Tu’s malerial concgmng the re:gr[ls;)
Kao-tsu ##H and Hsilan-tsung Z5E is particularly [‘.lCh bec?.use o Lhe
parallels between the foundation and earlier restoratlonl pen?ds of t ,e
T’ang with the preaccupations of the author’s own times — in Hsua:-tsur:ios
case including the experience of exile lo Shu - and also beca}use‘- t ffefons
reigns were of special importance for the development of Ta(.nst instiluti
under the T’ang.?® The relevance of Tavism to lhe: dynastic processdwas
more lhan circumstantial, for Taoist communal ritual \:fla.s ceniered on
foundation rites designed to secure and order sacred space.” . .

It is clear then thal the “Veneralion of the Way was Wl‘l[l&‘n‘ln
response to specific historical circumstances and in pursuit of a precise

{(572-640) Fien-chemg fun BEIEA, printed in Taishs shinshe daizikyo kﬁﬁﬁjﬁiﬁ?
" }?702 142 ~19%5; herealter, T}, vol. 52, no. 2110, illustrates the dcvegpmenﬁmim
ElIl‘l?srz; \:\nt}gl ﬁ‘}gures gf temple constructions; se(:j dil: 3,(’php 503fc,n §v27§ ;s}% I?r:::t_;a oy
f i ! : dels include Fei Ch'ang-fa i pac
e e e d later chronicles, notably Chib-p’an

=¥ T (completed in 597; 7, vol. 49, 1o, 2094}, an ‘ , ; 0
ggfﬁ?;?;(mg-gu ﬁ*ﬁg;"ﬁa (1269; 7, \;o]. 49, no. 2::‘;365)} a(r;g tl:;erl'nr-&l':;:go ;;ﬁ;;:iﬁ, (;F; o—;z uts
| ung-isai R (1341, T vol. 49, no. 2036). gins ‘
zlac:ntazt‘i:)gns f)tf‘?;?lﬁéﬁng and lands to Buddhist communities, see Gernet, Buddhism in Chinese
&a;q;\])te?ling example, involving a miracle, occurred in the reign of Ching-tsung (item 26,
bel?gws)’ F. Verellen, “Liturgy and Sovercignty: The Role of Taoist Ritual i the Foug({‘lfz;m
of the ;lfu i(ingdom 6907-92 5)." AM 3d ser. 2.1 (1g8g}, pp.1l6:—64 (cr?feof;l;n;e:ltf}.‘g‘ '[zang W

2 The history ol these institutions has been traced l':y 1 lmelhy Barrett [o e Tang asa

hole; see his “Taoism under the Tmang,” in Sui and 'hlmg China, 5?3—_5{03,3“1“?& ol L?,l"_
‘[\; o's) Twitchett, cd., The Cambridge History of China {Car}'lbn ge: iy Ig Benn,
fer;: ing) Th,c reign of Hsian-tsung forms the subject al a study l_)y arles | of:
"r')Tl:la'u:;n;nsgI;:ieology in the Reign of Emperor Hsiian-tsung,” (Ph.1). diss., University of |

aois
Miﬁﬁgs:n, I?’Tsiifcr M. Schipper, *Comment on crée un lieu-saint local -~ A Pm{flosai:‘]
‘Danses l2et légendes de la Chine ancienne,”™ fludes chinoises 4.2 (1985), pp. 41-61,

Verellen, “Liturgy and Sovereignty.”
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objective: to make known the verdic
of the Huang Ch’ao usurpation an
To read the work prima facie as a
Lao-tzu would be to miss its esse
nevertheless has on Taoist histor
at this point.

t of Lord Lao regarding the final defeat
d the restoration of the Tang dynasty.
history of Taoism or a hagiography of
utial point. Such bearing as the work
¥ and hagiography deserves some comment

As mentioned, three quarters of the text is a preamble to the majn
event, leading the reader through the reigns of thirty rulers, from king My
of the Chou to emperor Hsi-tsung. These historical precedents not only
supply material for authenticating and interpreting supernatural events,
they also demonstrate the unbroken iran
through the ages. Hence the title of |
proven, efficacious

smission of the heavenly mandate
he work, with its implication of
results in the political sphere llowing from a tradition of
official patronage. A work of this nature touches necessarily on the histori-

cal relationship between Tacism and the empire, and the perception of this
relationship by the religious and political parties involved.

In consonance with the tradition traced by Anna Seidel that cast Lao-
tzu in the role of the spirilual counselor of kings and messianic savior in
times of crisis ( kuo-shif BY&H), the “Veneralion of the Way” establishes the
transmission of the heavenly mandate through Lord Lac’s interventions in
human history in the form of manifeslations or “lansformations.”? I
another work, Tu advanced the idea thay the child emperor Hsi-tsung
himself was an incarnation of Lao-tzu come Lo save the empire.® As a result
of this particular approach to human and sacred hislory, the “Veneration of
the Way” simultaneously provides a record of (he historical development of
the Lao-tzu legend. Indeed many of ils episodes are identical to those treal.-

22 For a survey of the hagiographic literature on this subject, see Kusuyama Haruki f8)0; I
B8, Rashi densetsu no Aenkys %#}Qﬁﬂ-ﬁﬁgﬁ {Tokyo: Sbunsha, 1g7y), PP- 349~72.
23 See the early- 1oth-c. fao-chias fing-yen chi I BRES il

L fase. 32526, no. 590) 6,
Pp-1oa-11a; cf. Du Guangting, PP 33-34.
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ed in the conventional genres of Lao-tzu hagiograpl‘ly, a Iitex:atu;to wl:;::
Tu Kuang-’ing was himself a prolific contributor. His extensive ;-yt}:a ‘u
IEICH in ten chiian, now lost, seems to have been presented a.tlt e egor
ning of the Ch’eng-tu exile in 881.2* It was probabl‘y not only a rﬂf ﬂhe
source for the “Veneralion of the Way” but also the direct ancestor)o .
influential compilations Yu-lung chuan REEH (late-ilseventh f:enl‘.ury m:) !
Hun-yiian sheng-chi {%7CEERD (lale-twelith cenfury)‘ These in turn car‘; iy
considered as forerunners of the illustraied Yiian polemic Lao-tzu pa-shi

hua tu-shuo E-F N\+—1{LEZ (thirteenth centu.ry) 26 o
Some episodes, like the resplendent epiphany undelr t i alng
emperor Su-tsung BE5E and the same emperor’s c.iream revealing the cc:}:
of Lord Lao’s unexpectedly black muslaches (ilem 23 belowt), orfT _
ascension of the female adept Hsieh Tzu-jan %‘J‘@?ﬁ. under the reign 3 [ :e
tsung &5 (item 25), transcend the arena of pol:tlca.l propaganda lan ha ‘
their place in contemporary devotional and miracle literature. As e s:e:w Bl;'
in the writings of Tu Kuang-Uing, the reader is :‘.:ruck on these occasions by
ivi arraled iconography of the visions. .
" V¥;1])t(ar|$:,dll)elow, sc}?err?atiyzes the main elements of I.Jord I.Jao’s _1c0:1h0-
graphy as it emerges from the descriptions of his manifestations in the
“Veneration of the Way.”

] - -ching kuang-sheng i
i { Tu's Tao-te ching commentary, Taa_ te chen ing

%Q%’)ﬁ 23{(':[{? [;;BS:: 24:.0—;185, no. 725}, presented in goi, is als‘O epr.mzlzr Fl;vote;{:l tc_;

fe hagiography — :mdl theology — of Lao-tzu. See also the T'ang compilation Tai-shang hun
7 - 7 17, fasc. Bog, no. 0954). .

}"‘a:s céﬁabgffrﬁlﬁizgﬁ%{ﬁ, comp., Yi-lung chuan (between 1068 and 11015 17T, [asc. 55 g,
no. 774); Hsich Shou-hao Pi<TW, Fhun-yian sheng-chi (1191, 77, f.ascAtEl5 1—33(,1 :?t;::t-{“;

: ) . Virtually all of the material in HYSC e. g., concerning the perioc : _
}rl:t:zla]{fr: z}gﬁ’}iu\g é%a{s&a), is derived either lrom Tu Kuang-Uing’s Li-fae ch'ung-tao ch
{abbreviated A, below) or his fao-chiae ling-yen chi (B, below):

HYSC g,pp.15b- 16z, from B, ch. 7, %P'Sa_ﬁb

HYSC g, pp-1ba-b, from A, p. t53; B 1, p.ga

HYSC g, ipilgl 7a-18a, from A, pp. 16a-b, B 1, pp. gb, 10a

HYSC g, pp.1Bab, fom B 7, pp.1a-2

HYSC g, pp.18b-1ga, from By, p. 8b

HYSC g, pp.1ga-b, from A, pp. 15a-b

HYSC g, pp.1gb-20b, from ?\ PP 1783.—13(;

. - from A, pp. 18a-z0a. )
gift(‘r‘g;fe}:i :)I =’.‘Shei{:;aé:hil'n-chinp_g BEE (1202- [1}3 5} gt;:}, In ‘t":’cl;hniossé g ??i :::a(:lfll:{heeit:rt
- ‘Lao- based on episodes in ~iai ch'ung- e I .
}‘l‘];?: f{?:’::::cll{:;;;tigLESdttz:xtaen;u den Inkarnationen und erkungeré ;.a.o-éachun s: Dokumente
snr tend g Flel et s o Soppemy of B ot The. Tnversion of 2
7 Cf. . Verellen, “Evidential Miracle ir u .

Bu;dlgsrl Apologetic Tradition ir Late T'ang China, 2P 78 (1992}, esp. pp. 256-57
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ITEM  POSTURE
(YEAR} MOUNT

PHYSICAL DRESS

DESCRIFLTON ATTRIBUTES PHENOM-

ATIENDANTS ENA

6 .
9 (265) Standing {?) go-i. tali; White gar-
white hair ment: gold-
16 (618) Mounted on f)“ i
white horse with o
vermilion mane
16 (618) Ditto; points Dit
o

whip

22 (741} Mounted on
white horse

(756) Mounted on

white donkey

23 (757) Standing; 1ft. Figure reaches While

hand suspended ¥ i
hs holdinl;; nd hrggg:-ound la clolhmg

(759)  Seated, leaning  Black hair and Aura robe;
tt;n arlmt;est; lll:en mustaches q-phoenix‘
avels ‘
fra roug cap

26 (B26) Sptanding/wa[king “Extraordin-  White robe
{?) ary” appear-

27} Sianding on e

white lotus; ift,
hand suspended,
rt. holding fan;
points fan and
rises to heaven

27 (837 Standing {?)

Fine hair Robe, k
far , :, Ker-
Sitting (?) eyebrows, ele. chiel, shoes
Ornaments

29 (869) Rises into air
- from Po-choy

Temple
30 (after Diito
73
116

Purple robe;
golden cap;
golden shoss

Whip

2 boy al-  Purple
lendanis glow

Wu-ming  Radiance
fan

White
whisk:
crowed of
alten-
dants

Wu-ming Whitlwind ;
fan golden
radiance

[ncense Glow;
brazier; purple
2 alten- emanalion

dants
Dark
clouds:
mist

Diite &
wind;
thunder;
hail

TAOQIST RESTORATION OF T'HY. T'’ANG

A number of conslant features can be isclated: the cap {or crown) and
fan are typical of Lao-lzu images ol lhe Six Dynasties und T’ang periods.?®
An allernalive aitribute, the whisk, is iconologically relaled Lo, and visually
difficull to distinguish [rom, the [an in early volive sculplures.® It stands for
the deity’s purilying, apotropaic, and exorcistic powers, which may also be
implied in the whip element in the second manifestalion under item 16.
Common physical attributes of Lao-tzu include his white hair and beard:
according 1o the legend of the sage’s miraculous birth, he came into the
world as an old man wilh while hair. White, primordial color of the Undif-
ferentiated Beginning {Aun-yiian JEIT), symbol of purity and spirituality, is
also the characteristic color of Lord Lao’s mount (horse, donkey, deer) and
garments. The figure’s luminosily can be regarded as an exlension of the
same symbolic concepl; like his colossal, even cosmie, size and Lhe
meteorological phenomena accompanying his manilestations, it also
expresses lhe idea thal the sage is colerminous with Lthe universe, as related
by the cosmogonic myth that equales the cosmos with Lao-izu’s body.®

“THE VENERATION OF THE WAY
BY SOVEREIGNS OF SUCCEEDING AGES”

For convenience, each ilemn in the [ollowing synopsis of Tu’s memorial
has been set off and numbered. The passage concerning Hsi-tsung’s reign,
item 30, is translaled in full. The page nunbers in square brackets refer to

the Jao-tsang edition of “Li-tai ch’ung-lao chi.”

Synopsis: Pre-T ang Rulers
1. [1a] King Mu L (Weslern Chou; r. g47-928 nc

# See Arthur Pontynen, “The Deification al Laozi in Chinese History and Art,” Orienial Art
26 (1980), pp. 192-g3, and idem, “T'he Dual Nature of Laozi in Chinese History and Art,”
ibid., p. 308.

= CF Jean M. James, “Some Iconographic Problems in Early Daoist-Buddhist Sculptures
in China,” Archives of Asian Art 42 (1680}, pp. 72-75.

» Concerning the ubove-mentioned symbols, see Kristoler M. Schipper, The Taoist Rody,

Karen C. Duval, truns. {Berkeley: U. of California I, 1944}, pp. 114-1g {Lao-teu’s bedy), pp.
zog—4 (while Aun-yaan), Aana Seidel, La divinisation d¢ Tae txeu dans le tavisme des Han {Paris:

Ecole Frangaise d'Extréme-Crient, 1964}, who mentions the sacrilice of a white hotse to seal
an oath belween Heaven and the emperors of the Han {p. 83, 1. 2 - a Vedic influence?); and
concerning garmenis visualized in meditation, ibid., p. g7: the first of the Nine Transforma-
tions afier the birth of Lao-tzu appears in white, the remaining in other colors.

31 King Mu was the [irst of a series of rulers to receive the esoleric instructions of Hsi
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w King Mu dedlcatf?d temples to the Queen Mother [of the West]
Eéﬂg;\du FEAE) on thirteen sacred mountains (K’un-lun 2 & Wang-wuy
Kuei-:;himgfg’ g];if &3 1:’a1 3%, Heng #7, Heng 17, Chung-nan #7g
\ : , ing-ch’eng Bi% Tien.r'a; K&, Lofu Fi d,
Kung-tung BEWE) and ordained more than 5,000 Taoists s

2. Ch’in Shih huang-ti FIEF (v 246- 10 e )
devol:ehz:lsﬁffrlof fhma summoned masters of arcana (fang-shik F54-) 3
prrored e to the techniques for prolonging life, andl sent emissaries (o
eng-lai ¥ in search of the drug of immortality* He had
100 temples built and ordained more than 1,700 Tac;isls more fan
3. Han Wen-ti @77 (r. 180157 &c )
Wen-ti and his empress Toy WAG(
techniques of Huang-Lao. Wen-ii consirucied 72 temples and decreed th;
only those with a proliciency in the Huang Lao sCTiplures were elirf'f:l !'dl
office. He personally sought out Ho-shang kung 7% to in 5:‘_ ; }?r
essence of the Way (a0 ¥} and iis Virlye (e T et

i} and the principles
government. He ordained more than 1,000 Taocists, i ples of

d. 135 ¢ ) were devoted to the

4 Hsiao Wu-ti &% (. 141-87 nc )
A faithful follower of the Tao, [
Wang Mu when she descended to hi

wang mu. See My t'm-tzu chugn BIXFE e

On epiphanies of the Queen M
ther f
Transcendence and DizaineQ Passion: ;‘J?u é:e::

Stanford U.P, 1993}, pp. 43-58.

7 On lhese “letirés 3 techni i i
2 techniques and their place in the intellectua|
:ce glgo Van Xuyet, Divination, magie et politigue dans by Chine gne; r Cl_llfll e b
) b e enne (Paris: P.U. de France,
2 Yien T
-‘ISZESSsu-ma‘ Ch ien G, Shib-chi F3p (ca. 51 Be; Peking:
Sgs,cri%ed-igolﬂl;ﬁer;g-lal,'one oj the mythical isles uf the irnmorta.l.s
-chow chi +WED anib. Tung-fang Shuo YA
no. 548}, pp. 1ea-b, ot
* On Wen-1i's and the em ‘ow’s |
bt an press Tou’s interest iy Taoism, see P iEvi
S ;Iisg(pl:yoafng .Rc_]lgll‘or? from Han to_Sui," in The Ch'in and Jhun }-,‘mp?,j “: : ,Di‘; 2;1 ’ev‘;l};,
(Car;tbrié % cl;n.s witchett and Michac! Loewce, ods., 7he Cl:mbridge,Hiﬂ of_Cti: :
oo iw ?rlgmrlﬂﬁ: U.P:, 5986}, Pp- 8og-10. The Huang-Lao texts discovi-?ed at f:{m
ing ul e p([:no . O:} the legend of Wen.i's instruction by the seemin la-
e Alun B and [;;1;;3; E;:;;:ce;ynmgjl; relations between temporal and spiritual powir)
: , « Way: udy of the W, ] i
laries of the Lag-iyy {Albany, N.Y.: State U. of?zc»{ Yurka]:g f ;gd[f;d;fl;e g‘g—sfagg fing Commen:
, s PP 89158,

% Sec Fan Wt ner- 7
ee Man Wu-ti nei-chuan EEFRW {4th-6th ¢.; Shou-shan ko Ls'ung-shu edn.)

tb] Wu-ti came into the presence of
s palace.>* The deity bestowed five

xt discovered in 481 ap; T fasc. 139, no. 2g1)
the benefit of monarchs, sce Suzanne Cahill.
Mother of the West in Medieval China {Stanford:

Chung-hua, 1959) 28,
in the eastern sea, is
-0% &} { 7T fasc. 330,

, and the
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silver images on the emperor saying: “These are true likenesses of the Most
High Lord Lao {T’ai-shang Lao-chiin K L&) "Hsiao Wu-ti ordained
several princesses and some g,000 Taoists and consiructed more than goo0
{emples. The Wan-sui kuan #pE# had ils origin in the emperor’s tem-
porary residence on Mount Sung: When he heard the “mountain cry” wan-
sui — Long Live the Emperor! — while on an imperial progress, he converted
the residence into a Taoist lemple.*

5. Hsiao Hsiian-ti 25 # {74-49 B¢ )

In his reign, forty scrolls of Celeslial Wrilings were discovered in a cave
in Mount Pao-lu ¥I1¥ (Shansi) [2a], logether with a jade casket and staff.
These objects had been buried in the temb of Wu-li at the time of his
death, yet Wu-ti’s tumulus Mao-ling 7B had remained inlact. ¥ Emperor
Hsian-ti then built two temples for the worship ol his predecessor, inside
Ch’ang-an and benealh Mao-ling, and ordained 2o Taoisl priests to main-
tain offerings of incense there. Laler, in the course of the Red Eyebrows
(Ch’ih-mei $RJE) uprising (18 -27 Ap),® the Maoc-ling tumulus was opened
by thieves. Inside the tomb they found only a single sword. [2b] When they
were about to seize il, this sword suddenly roared and rose into the air.?®

6. Kuang-wu R . 25-57 ap)

After emperor Kuang-wu, the [ounding ancestor [of the Eastern Han],
had subdued [the usurper] Wang Mang (r. g-23 A}, the empire was secure.
Having carried out lhe féng sacrifice in the East, he held requiem offerings
(chui-chien 38H#E) for the Eleven Emperors of the {Han] dynasty.*® Some

study and translation by Kristoler M. Schipper, L'empereur Wou des Fun dans la ligende laoiste
{Paris: Ecole Frangaise d'Extréme-Orient, 1965). On the development of the Wu-ti and Hisi-
wang-mu legend in Six Dynasties and T'ang literature, sce alsa Li Feng-mao ZEWHK, Liu-
ch'ao Sui Tang hsien-tac lei hsigo-shue yen-chiv 7N FFERAEE B/ NERTIZE (Taipei: Hsieh-
sheng shu-chii, 1486), pp. 86-9.

3 See fan shu 6, p. 190, and Schipper, L'empereur Wou, p. 124,

3 Cf, Schipper, L'empereur Wou, pp. 12g-32. See also 'fu Kuang-t'ing's account in Zu-i chi
LT (between 921 and g25; 17, fasc. 327, no. 591) 1, p. 5a.

3 See Hans Biclenstein, “The Restoration of the Han Dyynasty, with Prolegomena on the
Historiography of the fou Fan Shu,” part 2, BMITA 41 (1959), pp. 114-20.

20 Taoist ritual swords, associated with dragons, roared and Mlew; sec Kristofer Schipper,
“Purifier l'autel, tracer les limites, & travers les ritucls tacisles,” in Marce] Detienne ed., Tracss
de fendation (Louvain and Pacds: Pecters, 1ggo], p. 39- The implication is that Wu-ti had.
undergone “liberation by the sword” {chien-chizh FIME), or resurrecled leaving behind the
magic sword in Lhe place of his mortal remains. See Isabelle Robinet, “Metamorphosis and
Deliverance lrom the Corpse in Taoism,” History of Religions 19 (197¢), pp- Go-61.

© Femg were announcemenls of the accomplishment of the Mandate of Heaven by the
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120 temples were constructed and 1800 Taoists orduined.

7- Ming-ti BI3 of the Wei {kingdom of the San-kuo period; r. 227-239)

Emperor Ming-ti constructed 13 temples for emperor Wu {that is,
Ts'ao Tvao Wi, 155-220) and Lhe late empress** and ordained 1og
Taoists. Again, he decreed that [specialists in] Taoist wrilings held the same
rank as censors (yii-shit $5).

8. Sun Chtian F&#E, ruler of Wu (r. cea-9350)

Sun buili the T'ung-po kuan FITHER on Mount Tien-tai K& {in
Chekiang) and other famous temples. In all, 4¢ temples were constructed
under his reign and Soo priests ordained.

9- Wuti B3 of the Chin {r. 265~ 260)

Wu-ti built four great temples in Lo-yang [42a] and more than 200 in
the prefectures. Al the end of (he preceding Wei dynasty (263 AD), a divine
being (sken-jen B A) had appeared in Lin-I’ao commandery ﬁ%@kgﬁ, Lung-
yu FES (Kansu). He was thirty feet tall and clad in a while garment {po-i
). On his open white hair he wore 2 golden crown ( chin-kuan ). 2
He announced to a local inhabitani of Hsiang-wu counly BEFEE where
he made his appearance: “Before long, Greal Peace ('ai-p’ing F2TF) shall
manifest itsell.” Wu-(i then received Lhe succession (shou-chan % 18), and
the empire was indeed reunited. The emperor ordered the establishment of
a Proclamation of Peace Monastery (Kao—p’ing kuan & FE on the site of
the apparition: this is the old residence of the Lj lineage.** Seven Taoist
priests were separately ordained [to serve in this lemple]. The total number
of Taoists ordained amounted to 172 Al that time, a stone in the form of a

emperor; see Edouard Chavannes, Le T g chan: Essai de monographic d'un culie chinois {Paris:
Leroux, 1g10), PP t8—20: and Fukunaga Mitsuji %5k # 5], “Hozen seisy no keisei” S0
BREER, 756 (1944), PP 28-57, and 7 {1955), PP 45-63; see also item 18, below. The rites
for the Eleven Ancestors demonsirated continuily with the Former Hap, Hsi-tsung in exile
took pains to make the cquivalent statement with respect o the Huang Cleag usurpation.
See Du Guangting, P- 88 {on Lhe number cleven, cf. ibid., p. 87,0 7).

1 Woti was the posthumaus title of 1s'40 Ts'an, Tuther of Wen-ti {(I's'ao P'i W 1,
220~ 226), the first emperor of the Wei and in wem faiher of Ming-ti. “Late empress” { hsien
tai-hou FEK ) relers presuntably to the mother of Ming-1i,

42 These attributes identify the apparition as Lord Lao. CLjtem 16, below, where the
identification is made explicit and *authenticaied. " On the golden Gap or crown dhin-kuian,
sec also Verellen, “Evidential Miracles,” pp. 250-40,

11 On the genealogy of the house of the Tang {Li), see Howard J. Wechsler, “The
Founding of the Tang Dynasty,” in Twilchet od., Cambridge Hisiory of China 3.1, PP. 150-51.
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drum (shik-hu {55%%) was retrieved from a collapsed embankment of La[l;.e
Lin-p’ing BEF# (in Chekiang). It was presenled to the err'apero(r:hw (:
enquired of Chang Hua JR¥E (242-g00) the usle of the o,bjecl. ma;%
replied “Only when struck wilh a piece of paulownia wood (#ung-mu ;u] X
carved into the shape of a whale will {the drum] produce a sound, whic
will carry a distance of several .7+

i-ti 200-30
h H:tl :Lﬁie(zoiﬂen%pzzor Hui-li, the stone drum began to ?ound inces-
santly at night in the palace.** The emperor loalhed it and had ft sent to lhke
Wan-sui temple on Mount Sung (see no. 4 above)‘. [gb] ‘T.here it was slruc
to assemble the [monastic] community. [The practice] originated thus.

t1. Tao-wu JHIK of the Laler (Northern) Wei (. 486-40g)
Emperor Tao-wu buill 5o temples in the area north of the Yellow
River; over 600 priesis were ordained.

: i-wu X (Northern Wei, 1. 423-452)

- ]'}?arwu;ﬁffried that a total of 277 lemples named T’zlti—p’ing kuan &
¥ be established in the realm; 1,300 Taeisls were ordained. When Lhe
emperor [himsell] received an ordinalion,” he changed the era to first year
of the True Lord of Great P'eace (T"ai-p’ing chen-chiin AFHE, 4.,10). He
further ordered that documents submitled from all parts ol the empire refer
to His Majesty, the August Emperor and True Lord of Gr}eal‘feace. From
then on every emperor received an ordination upon accession.

i on i - chi —b, the paulownia had 1o be from Shu.
ding to the version in Ty, Lu-fchi 7, pp. Ba—b, ( pa dlob
Onﬁcﬁzﬁ? t;:;groputcd author of Po-wie chih f@g}?ﬁg and connoisscur of mlrnb;ll‘a, sce ‘:]nna
Slraughairl Chang Hua: A Statesman-poet of the Wesiern Chin Dyrasty {Canberra: Australian

ional U., 1 . o _ ‘
Na.:t':)qflhe sigrggzlncc of the stone drum episode seems 1o lic in the belicl that df:sfervmg
rulers were marked by the “natural” apprarance of extravedinary phenomena or objet.tF {shec
the stone tortoise in item 16, below): 1o chronicle suchdoccn.lrrrfncri)s \:a.sl ;]l:e{ct:;k_ kc:m‘l 7;;

i -historian as well as the medieval “recorder of the al 11 rm ’ el ;
g?zzf::s:;o (IZOE:;ghIIEIE;Ta:F he auther here also reveals his prafessional interest in the history
of r,cligious institutions.

* Seidel, “{mperial Treasures,” pp. 352~35. . N .

w7 %"‘: stalte Taoismpc under the T"o-pa We, see Richard 1. _M ather, K Gl:ld CJ; ]?:‘Ehl[]: ci:;][:d ]
the Taoist Theocracy at the Northern Wei Court, 425-451,” in H. Wfflc]:j :,:l A .or r;:l rm,]
oo o o avere ol e ST 1o e o he instution of reciprocal
i titure, see Anna Seidel, “Le Fils du Cicl ¢ le lester Nc
:g‘;;?s;re::?l:;ques " Transactions of the faternational Conference of Ovientalists inJapan 24 {1979),
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13. Wu-ti 7% of the Later {(Northern) Chou {r. 560-578)

Emperor Wu-ti established the T?ung-hsii i ’
‘ g-hsitan (that is, 0 ) ku
Z8 in Ch’ang-an for the receplion of o
mortals).*8

“feathered guests” ( Taoist im-
r4. Wen huang-ti L2 (r. 581-60y4)

The founding ancestor of the Suj dynasty moved the capilal to the
Lung-shou plain BEEE and named it Ta-hsing ch’eng ARl 9 He
proceeded to build §6 temples in the envirens of (he capital, calling them
Altars of Mystery (Asian-t'an Z8¥): 2,000 priests were ordained.

15. Yang-ti B3 (Sui; 1. 604-617)
Emperor Yang-ti moved the capital to Lo-yang. In the capilal city and
its environs he erected 24 temples; {4a] 1,100 Taoists were ordained.

Synopsis: T'ang Rulers before Hii-tsung
16. Kao-tsu 4 fr. 618-626)

At the end of the Sui, in the year Ta-yeh 13 (617), the founding
ancestor of the reigning dynasty Kao-tsu encountered the Spirit of Huo-
shan B |[3#,% who declared that on behalf of (he Mosl High Lord Lao he
was to announce lo the duke of Tang BEA (that is, Li Yiian’s =P tille
before his accession as the first emperor of the T'ang): “You shall win the
empire without fail.” -

In the first year of Wu-te (618), [an apparition] at Yang-chiao shan 2
ALl (Chin-chou, Shansi) mounted on a white horse with a vermilion mare
and wearing a white garmen! {su-i FFK) and golden crown {chin-kuan)

Pp- 119-27, Though there is no eviden
ritual, it was carried out b
178-8o,

* This temple served especially in Wu-ti's ambitious pelitico-relig : i
project, see John Lagerwey, Wir-shans pi-yao: i icls {Paris encyc]oped_lc
d’Ex&éme‘g}ran ;:11;8[)' gp. e g pryas: Sounne tuoiste du Ve sitele {Pacis: Leole Frangaise

* See Sui shu Eﬁﬁ {Peking: Chung-hua, 1973) 68, p- 1588, and Arthur F. Wright, The Sui
Dynasty: The {mbfif:m‘wn of Ghina, AD. g81-6r7 (New York: A. Knopf, 1979), pp. 87-88.

Sh5° Sl-fe'- Wen 'l'a-y’a BKIE T Tang ch ‘wang-yeh ch'i-chi chy FCER SIS0 R {ca. 627,

anghai: Kl{.-chl ch'u-pan she, 1983} 2, pp. 23- 24, where the spirit offers assistance to the .
Tth"ang fgrces in the Huo-i BE campaign {in the Fen river valley, the gateway to Shensi and

e capital). Sce also €751, P- 3 and David A. Grafl, “The Battle of Huo-i,” AM ad ser. 5.1

EY}?%?’SF:!; 22—55. The episode was later incorporated into Yi-fung chuan g, p. 11a, and

1 ce that every new cmperar in fact underwent this
y Tu Kuang-Cing for the ruler of Shu, See I Guangting, pp.

Ia2
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ordered [a local commoner named] Chi Shan-hsing T 277 to announce to
Kao-tsu: “Taday you aftain sagehood. The realm will endure and the
empire shall be secure.”®" Shan-hsing excused himself: “If I were received in
audience by the Son of Heaven, on whal evidence could I base myself?”
The Most High said: “Go forth, and a stone tortoise will be presented that
shall lend you credence!”Shan-hsing reported the matter to the prefect of
Chin-chou who led him before the prince of Ch'in Z2E (lhat is, Li Shih-
min, ZE{th B, the son of Kao-isu and the [uture emperor Trai-tsung). After
Chi Shan-hsing had fully recounted the incident, {Li Shih-min] dispatched
the guard commander Tu Ang ££5 [4b] together with Shan-hsing to offer
a sacrifice on the site of the apparition. The Most High appeared again, just
as Shan-hsing had described him. Peinling his whip ## at Ang, he said:
“Who are you?” Ang replied: “I am the prince of Ch’in’s envoy.” The Most
High said: “T do not eat nor drink. Whal is lhe use of olfering a sacrifice?”52
Tu Ang returned and reported the spirit’s renewed apparition. The prince
of Ch'in was greally pleased and ordered Ang to lake Shan-hsing to the
capital and memorialize the emperor. When Lhey reached the capital, the
establishment [of the T'ang] had not yet been consolidated. At that time a
stone in the shape of a tortoise 78 really was offered up by Shao-chou #§
H{ prefecture {in Shansi, not far from the scene of the apparition),*® which
bore the following inscription on ils back: “The empire is at peace and your
descendants shall prosper. Ten million years! Ten million generations!”**
Then they went belore the emperor and presented their report. Kao-tsu
was greatly pleased, conferred on Chi Shan-hsing the (sinecure) rank of
ch'ao-san {a-fu FARLA K |, and rewarded him with a hundred bolts of cloth.
The emperor further ordered the conslruction of an ancestral shrine Bf at
Yang-chiao shan.

The Most High appeared again lo Shan-hsing and said: “Is the Son of

5 The emperor was referred to as “sage” 22, On this episode, see also THY 0, p. 865,

52 One of the terms of the Covenant promulgaled by the Newly Appeared Lord Lao in
142 AD. Sce San-t'ien nei-chiel ching E%%ﬂﬂ {sth c.; T'T, fasc, 876, no. 1205} A, pp. 5b-6a
The relevant passage is translated in Schipper, The Taoist Bady, p. 61.

58 This follows Lhe reading of Tu, Lu-i ki 5, pp. sb-64. Yin-chou H1#H in the present text
and CTW 933, p. 42, appears to be a graphic error.

3+ This stone in the shape of a tortoise, a curiosily associated with divination, was
probably presented to the court as a local lribute offering; sce Sarah Allan, The Shape of the
Turtle: Myth, Art, and Cosmas in Furly Ching {Albany: State U, of New York P., 1g991), pp.
t03-11; also Edward H. Schafer and Benjamin E. Wallacker, “Local Tribute Offerings of the
Tang Dynasty,” Journal of Oriental Studies 4 {1957/58), pp. 225-39.
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Heaven [5a] pleased?” Shan-hsing answered: “He is well pleased” - “Does
he have any doubts?” — “Only that he doesn’t know (he sage’s name and
given name.” The Most High said: “T am the Divine Immortal Without
Superior {(Wu-shang shen-hsien #& L) My surname is Li 25, and I am
called Lord Lao. That is who T am. am thus the emperor’s ancestor. The
Record of the Historian contains m ¥ biography.®* In my ancestral temple at
Ku-yang county BB #% in Po-chou B (in modern Anhwei province) ®
there is a withered juniper tree {kuei ), which will return to life as a
miraculous proof ¥ 1 have already ordered Tan the duke of Choy LN
H? to lead Spirit-lroops in aid of the dynasty o defeat Liu Hei-t'a 2R
(d. 623).7 Hei-a was indeed suppressed, and the juniper tree returned Lo
life. The ancestral shrine [on Mount Yang-chiao] was transformed into the
Felicitous T"ang Temple (Ch’ing T’ang kuan BB To this day a stele
with the imperial inscription by the Brilliant Emperor (Ming-huang BYEL
that is, Hsiian-tsung; r. 712-756) and an array of portraits of the sage
survive within the temple %

In Wu-tle 3 (620) the Taoist master Wang Yiian-chih T4y {d.
635)°" of Chin-yang E BB (Shansi) [5b) was granted the {sinecure) title
ch’ao-san ta-fiu. Al \he same lime he received a gold-threaded cap and an

aworal cloud collar BEHE® worked in purple silk for having prophesied that
Kao-tsu would receive the mandate.

17. Taitsung K52 (r. 626-64q)
Tai-tsung further promoted Wang Yiian-chih conferee of the silver [seal]
and blue [ribbon] {yin-ching Ruang-lu ta-fu SR HIEARF). The praclice of

bestowing purple vestments on Taoist worthies originaled here %

= Shik-cki 63, pp. 2150-43.

® The traditional birthplace of Lao-taw. The name of Ku-yang hsien was shortly ta be
changed to Chen-yiian lisien {sce item 18, below),

¥ On this concept sce Verellen, “Lvidential Miracles,”

% Tan was the younger brother of king Wu 7 (
successor king Ch'eng E§E (. 1025~ 1605).

® Liu was the leader of a rebellion {621-624) against the newly founded Thang.

% See Ch'en Yian BiiE, comp., Ch'en Chilv-ch’ao FEEE and Tseng Ching-ying & Me
BX, eds., Tao-chia chin-shik ek }ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬂ% (Peking: Wen-wu, 1938, pp. 111-14.

% See Yoshikawa Tadaa BEINEFR" O Enchi den” TIREE, I {Kyoto) 62 {1g90),
esp. pp. 87-qr.

%2 Embroidered and pearl-studded ceremonial collar;, see Li F
Tai-p'ing yii-lan A {983; Peking: Chung-hua, 1960} 675

 Sce Du Guangting, p-36,and n. 3.

pp. 2ua7-u8,
I- 1027-1025 B and regent under his

ang ZE05 et al, comps.,
' P- 5b.
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18. Kao-tsung B 5% {r. 649-681) .

In Lung-shuo 2 {662), Kao-lsung cordered the construction of.the
Shang-ch’ing kung = Temple on Mouni Mang Il {the ancient
funerary site north of Lo-yang) in order to subdue the demons [there]. In
the Cavern of the Immortal (Hsien-tung {lliiF} an ancient stone table was
excavated.®* This was Lhe sile of the immortal Po Chung-i %{EPI%“ The
emperor ordered a chiao B ollering to be held, and the Most High ap-
peared again. The oflicers of the court submitled congratulalory memorials
and the emperor was most gratified.

At the beginning of the Chien-feng era {666} the emperor held the
Jeng sacrifice in the east Afier the ceremony he personally called upon .the
Most High at Po-chou and respectlully offered him the bcznoﬂrary []tl;
Emperor of Undi(lerentialed Beginning (hun-yiian huang-ti ﬁm%?—ﬁ’)
The Holy Mother [of Lao-tzu] was made Primordial Empress (Asien-t'ien
tai-hou R AKFE). Ku-yang county (see ilem 16, above) was renamed
Chen-ylian county EiF§. For Trai-tsung and™ empress Wen-te j[i% {d.
636)° he constructed the [6a] Tung-ming Temple BEHIER™ al .the‘ ca‘p1Fal,
He further decreed thal Taoist masters should come under the jurisdiclion
of the Court of Imperial Clan Affairs {Tsung-chenyg ssu 5R1F3F) and deter-
mined their rank as next Lo the imperial princes.

19. T'ien-hou K5 (Wu Tse-Cien BHIF: r. 68.1-7035)

In the first year of Wen-ming {684), Lhe empress Tien-hou wante‘(.i lo
install the Wu clan in power.” The Most High then appeared Lo Wu Hsiian-
ch’ung BF XS in Wen-hsiang counly FI#8%8%, Kuo-chou $8M{ (Honan)

Y

s This lollows C7'W 933, p. 5a {an %), rather than T1's &%, o .

8 | :;.ISP:; Ho HFI. ng Ch‘c?'n Kuo-fu BERRAF, Tao-tsang yiian-tin ka0 YHTEEI T 5 {1949;
rev. edn,, Peking: Chung-hua, rgfis), pp. 75-76227‘6—77.

% See CT5 5, p. yo and TCTC 201, p. 6347 CF. item 6, aL?nvc. B

& G835, p. go gives the litle +'ai-shang }zsﬁan“yu;rj; huju_lg t:ﬁ ALEZTEHTE

& CTHW 033, p. 51, gives the variant cki B for TFs chigo Z.

% She wqa_gdthc sister of the statesman Chang-sun Wu-chi BERETR: (d. 659}, consort of
Tai-tsung, and mother of Kao-lsung. -

= CE. T'HY 50, p. 869. i

2Lt “wish?:d E) install the Wu as princes” 8t E 5 &, Sce (he account of the enfeolfment

i in C1¥ 183, pp. 4781-33. ' _ ‘ .
mr;;(();f.e:;fya]r:;; Ch‘in-jz gﬁk% ct al., comps., T'e-fi yiian-kuei {1 T #8 (ror1g; Hong Kong:
Chung-hua 196¢; herealter, TFYK) 53, pp. 18b-19a; and CTW 218, pp. 7a-8a.
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with orders to convey these words to Then-hou: “The dynastic family is
blessed eternally and enjoys Greal Peace. There must not be a usurpation.”
The empress then desisted. Later, Mount Ch’ing B 1L} surged up to a height
of 300 feet in Hsin-feng county % &g (Shensi). Above it were emanations
in the form of five-colored clouds; below a Divine Lake (shen-ch’ih i}h)
exlended over several ch'ing B{™ In its midst, white cranes and phoenixes
appeared, and, all around, unicorns and lions. These auspicious omens were
entered into the Veritable Records of Tien-hou ( Tien-hou shih-lu TG W8, ™
in order to display their revelalion of the restoration of (he [T’ang] Dynas-
ty’s Earth Virtue {£%-te £1%)7 She also donated the Feng-tien Palace 3

RE on the Central Peak {Sung-shan) for requiem olferings { chui-chien) to
Kao-tsung.

20. Chung-tsung 152 (r. 705-710)

[6b] Finally, [Wu Tse-ien] transmilled Lhe succession to Chung-tsung.
The latter decreed the establishment of temples in all prefectures and
commanderies in the empire. His ordination praclice was in complete
accord with the precedent instituted by earlier dynasties.

21. Juitsung BT {r. 710-712)
Emperor Jui-tsung donated his residences in Lo-yang and T ai-yiian as

temples to offer sacrifices Lo the Celestial Emperor {Tien-huang X £) and
Empress {T"ien-hou KJ5).™

22. Ming-huang 858 (Hsiian-tsung 258, . 712-956)77

72 One ¢k ‘ing equaled approximately 14 acres.

7% This title is not attested. Perhaps the author is relerrin g tor Tie-t'ien Huang-hou shik-fu )|
FEER I see Twitchott, Writing of Official History, PP- 132-34.

75 This refers to the restoration of Chung:tsung and the Li family in 705, alter the
interregnum of Wu Tse-t'ien. Far the controversy whether her reign constituted a usurpation
ar a regency, see R. W. L. Guisso, Wi Tie-'ien and the Politics of Legitimation in Tang China
(Bellingham, Wash.: Western Washington, 1978}, and Antonino Forte, Political Propagandn
and Heology in China af the Fnd of the Seventh Century {Naples: Istitulo Universitario Orientale,
1976). On Tu Kuangting’s inconsistent references to the affair, Du Guangting, p. 87, n. 1.
David McMullen, “The Real Judge Dee: Ti Jen-chich and the T'ang Restoration of o5, AM
3d ser. 6.1 (rggg), pp. 1-81, demonstrates that the reputation of the statesman Ti as a Tang
loyalist also stands in contradiction with his writings and conduct at the time.

7 Titles adopted by Kao-tsung and the empress Wi in 674; sce TCTC 202, p. 6372.

77 For a study of many of the items listed under this reign, see Charles D. Benn,

“Religious Aspects of Emperor Hsiian-tsung’s Taoist Idealogy,” in David W. Chappel, ed.,
Buddhist and Tasist Practice in Medieval Chinese Society (Honolulu: U. of Hawaii P, 1937}, pp.
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The Brilliant Emperor decreed in the K’ai-yiian period (715741} thif
each province was to oversee the consiruclion of a K'ai-yilan temple BTG
. He also composed a “Eulogy to Undiflerentiated Beginning” (“Hun-
yiian tsan” JEITFM)™ and had it carved in stone in his own calligraphy. He
further decreed the establishment of True Lord ancestral temples (Chen-
chiin mizo ELEEH) on each of the Five Peaks, the foundation of the Great
Clarity Temple (T’ai-ch’ing kung A E) in the Superior Capital {Ch’ang:
an),” the Tai-wei kung X#E in the Eastern Capital {Lo-yang), and
converted various imperial residences into Taoist lemples. Each of these was
provided with ceremonial vestments, crimson gauze curtains, entwined
dragon [banuners], and gate halberds, corresponding exactly with the
arrangements for imperial palaces. .

The emperor furlher {7a] made a commentary on the Tao-te ching i
f84E. He personally composed the preface and decreed thal every gentry
and commoner household in the realm should keep a copy.® The Taoist
clergy from both districts of Ch’ang-an welcomed the arrival [of the com-
mentary} from the imperial city at the T’ai-ch’ing kung with pennanis and
streamers and professional musicians: the abundance of incense and flowers
offered was unparalleled in ancienl or modern limes.

The emperor further decreed (hat Taoist examinations (1ao-chi JE&8)
be instituted, in exact accordance with the Board of Rites (Li-pu #8%[)
system.® The emperor personally presided over the examination; large
numbers attained [the degree].

27-45. .

: 7;3 '4[::}'13.{ is, to Lord Lao. CI. Ch'en, Tas-chia chin-shik fa"ek, p- 109, and the “Eulogy to Lord
Lao” (“Lao-chiin tsan” 35 3& 3%} by Tu Kuang-Cing, in CTWgq4, p- 9a. o

72 Thiz became the main Lao-tzu temple and ipso facts imperial ances:al sh’%r‘;tet ig
Ch'ang-an. See Ting Huang T 2, “T"ang-tai tan-chiao T"ai-ch'ing kung chih-ly ao
ﬁ;’a(n =tk {ig)arts z,gz), Li-shih hstieh-pao ¥ 57 B2} (Ch'eng-kung ta-hsiieh ﬂm;‘:g)
6 {1979}, pp- 275-314; 7 (1980}, pp. 177-220. Some 135 years !ater it was the main seat‘of
Tu Kuang-ting’s liturgical activities in the capital. Cr. the postscripl to the present meraorial
and Du Guangting, pp. 46-49. For the expression Superior Capital {shang-cking EF) for
Chang-an, seec H15 37, p. g61. '

8a gee the imperial commentary Fang Hsian-tung yi-chih 721’0—{: chen-ching s!mEI%ﬁ
BUBIEFE L (17, Iasc. 356—57, no. 678), and annotations Tang Fhian-tsung yi-chu Tao-te
chen-ching R fE HBHE (17, fasc. 3535, no. 6779), promulgated be.tween 735 and
755. In got Tu Kuang-t'ing presented a massive subcommentary on these thlef.l’ Tao-te die:f-
ching huang-sheng iy see Du Guangting pp. 137-48). For the decree of 734, see Ch'en, Tao-chia
chin-shik liieh, pp. 116—-17. .

# Le, on apgar wilh the official civil service examination sysiem. See IFYK 53, E 18a, and
Fujiyoshi Masumi B E &, “Kanri tdys ni okeru Dokyd o sono igi® BB H a0 H18
Br2oRE, SR 51 (1968}, pp. 795-829.
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Excavations in the course o lemple constructions and restorations
yielded (1) a jade stone {in Shansi) in the shape of a crescent, [eaturing the
image of an immorial pounding drugs. When struck, a clear sound rang out
that carried far. The emperor had it suspended in the Hstian-yijan miao %
TCEA® at Tai-yiian and named it Crescent Chime {yen-yiieh ch ing B AR,
{2) a stone with a jade-like lustr (Honan). The sound from siriking it
carried several %, The emperor had it suspended in the courtyard of (he
Sheng-tsu miao S1HBA ancestral shrine of the Tai-ch’ing kung; (g} a fish,
three feet long [7b], ol an iron-like qualily with a bluish-purple tint and the
lustre of granite {Chekiang). Iis engravings had a supernatural air. i was
very resonant. No one was able (o explain or name it. The emperor called it
Auspicious Fish Chime (i yi ch'ing B £H22) and had it suspended in the
Tai-wej kung fin Lo-yang, see above), to be siruck only when reciting
scriptures or performing the chai ¥ relreat. From then on, all the monas-
teries vied with each other to copy [the resounding fish) in wood or stone as
a means for assembling (heir communilies.

A decree was promulgated to all officials tha (he chiel ministers and
provincial military governors, respectively, would supervise [lhe official
temples in the capilals and provinces).#3

The emperor composed the “Air for Rainbow Skirts and Feather
Garments™ {“Ni-shang yit cb’ii” FEEFXE and the “Eight Trigrams
Dance of the Purple Tenuity [Heaven)” (“Tzy-we; pa-kua wu” S48 11
FE), to be performed af the Tai-ch’ing kung.®

The emperor carried out the feng sacrifice in the east and obtained the
[auspicious] three-sided Mao stalk (sen-chi mao =) from the region
belween Lhe Chiang (Yangize} and the Huai rivers* He ordered the
construction of 4 Ling-mao Temple BEE* on (he site where the plant

# One of a network of Ancestral Temples of he Emperor of Mysterious Origin, Hsiian-
yuan huang-ti miao KT, dedicated to Lord Lag as ancestor of
house and instituted by decree in 741, See TFYK gs, p-18a.

8 See Dy Guangting, p. 48. The cxample of a Tai-ch'ing kung commiissioner s mentioned
below, item 2q. :

5 See Ch'en, Taa—:‘.iang, P- 268, on Hsian-sunp’s musical and liturgical productions, see
also Hsi Tao-hsiin T AT and Chao Ko-yao @m g Tang Fsiian-tsing chuan Hrem

(Taipei: T'ai-wan shang-wu, 1gqa), PP. 460-508, and F. Verellen, “Lug Gongyuan: Culte et
légende d’un saint tagiste,” JA 274 {1987), pp. 205-56 and ga7-28,

83 See Shik-chi 28, P-1308, trans, Edouard Chavannes, Les Menoires historiques dz Sp-ma

Tsien {Paris: Leroux, 1895-1905) 3, p. 426: “ils avaient i
et qui pousse cntre e Kiang et le Hoai.,, »
8 See Shik-chi 18, p.1561, commentary: “f san-chi mad] is aiso known as {ing-mag.”

"hetbe dont chaque tige a trois cates
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had been found. On his return after the ceremonies he called upon the
Sage Ancestor (sheng-tsu BE3) at his principal temple in Po-chou (see items
16 and 18, above). The emperor personally inscribed [ 84 the Tao-te ching
on stone for the carving of a large ch’uang 1§ pillar and had an octagonal
storied building constructed to cover it. In response to the entreaties of the
people, another stone tnscription of the scripture was prepared a..t Wen-
fisiang [county, Kuo-chou]*” The emperor then decreed the appointment
of Wu Hsiian-ch’ung (item 19, above) as prelect of Kuo-chou,

On the {ifth day of the fourth month of K’ai-yiian (May 7, 729),% the
governor-general of I-chou 25N{ {modem Ch’eng-tu, Szechwan), Chang
Ching-chung R#{ 8% memorialized that the Greal Sage Ancestor and
Emperor of Undifferentiated Beginning had made a supernatural ap-
pearance in his jurisdiction: an image of the Most High Lord Lao had
appeared in 4 reliel carving in the wood of a pillar in the Buddha Hall of
the Chin-hsing Nunnery B E % in Hsin-chin county FEEEE Shu-chou
H M. Only after painstaking verification of (he wilnesses’ testimonials
[8b] did the governor-general venture lo submit his report to the throne.
On the twenty-lourth day of the fifth month an inner palace official was
dispalched to retrieve the sculptured pillar for adoration in the Ta-t'ung
Hall KRB (of the Hsing-ch'ing Palace BB E precinct at Ch’ang-an). Alj
temples and monasteries in Ch’ang-an were ordered to make offerings
during seven days. Afterwards the image was brought into the imperial
palace. It survives {0 this day. The miracles [that occurred in that period]
were so numerous that it would be difficult o relaie them all,

On the seventh of the first month [of K’ai-yiian] (January 28, 741), an
administrator in the residence of prince Ch’en B E (lhe twenty-filth son of

87 illar and he pagoda-t building suggest a Buddhist inspiration for this
arrang]i?';};z:s ngr one of scvora}:’i sgl.one c);r;’:av{ngs ol the scripture around this time, see TFYK
5 1o ) e
DS‘SE ;\llbfollowing references of this lype refer Lo lunar months, as used in the traditinnal
Chinese calendar. In Lhis system, an intercalary month refers 1o the periodic addition of a
lunar month to cornpensate for a 360-day year. .
unw See Ts'en Chu[:ug-mir_-n A, Pang-chih yi-shen B HBRE (1944; Shan.gha;u: Shang-
hai ku-chi ch’u-pan she, 1979}, pp- 97-98. On Chang'’s role in the present incident, see
Verellen, “Evidential Miracles,” P 252, ) ‘

% For a fuller account of this episode see Tu, Tao-chias ling-yen chi 4 PP- 42-5b, where the
date is given, plausibly in the polemical context of the story, as the 8th nf' the‘ 4th lunar mo.
{the Buddha's birthday}. For a discussion of this in”cident and the Buddhe-Taaist controversy
surrounding it, see Verellen, “Evidential M iracles,” pp. 251-35.
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Hstian-tsung}, named T’ien Tung-hsiu FH[F]%,2 suddenly beheld a purple
cloud outside the Tan-feng Gate FHEFT {the main southern gate of the
Ta-ming Palace KEJ'E, in northeastern Ch’ang-an). Its glow, coming from
a northwesterly direction, reflected against the gate tower. Then he saw
Hun-yiian riding on a white horse and accompanied by two boy atten-
dants. The boy attendants said (sic) to T’ung-hsiu: “Long ago, when I (i.e.,
Lao-tzu) was about to enter the desert, I mel Yin Hsi FE and bured a
divine talisman (&ng-fiu %F) in a chest at his old dwelling by the pass at
Tao-lin HE#k. You should request the emperor to retrieve it.” T’ung-hsiu
submitted a full memorial [ga] and an inner palace commissioner was
dispatched with him to T’ao-lin counly in Shan-chou BN (modern Ling-
pao 2%, Honan; see below). They were looking for the vesliges of the old
Han-ku pass B% B when suddenly purple clouds appeared and a white
rabbit manifested itsell beneath it a wilhered mulberry tree.” There they
excavated and found a jade tablet, with delicate sea] characters inscribed in
vermilion, in a melal chest within a stone casket, The emperor ordered the
entry of the writ into the capital through the T'ung-hua Gate FILF (the
northeastern city gate, situated nearest to the Ta-ming Palace and Tan-feng
Gate) in a precious carriage, to the accompaniment of hymns and dances,
with drums and flutes, arranged by all categories of professional musicians
in the capital. A five-colored radiance illuminated heaven and earth. The

emperor stood on the Tan-feng tower in his dragen robes, holding a golden
incense brazier in his hands. The ladies from the empress’ palace, on top of
the tower, vied with one another in burning incense, scattering flowers, and

doing reverence [to the writ] from a distance. The emperor had gold coins

scattered from the tower, for gentlemen and commoners to partake in the

rejoicing. At that moment the sound of the “mountain cry” (see item g4,
above] reverberated through the capital. [gb] On the ficst day of the first

month of K’ai-yiian go {February 1o, 742} the era name was changed to

Celestial Treasure (Tien-pao X¥)** and T'ao-lin county was renamed

Ling-pao (that is, Divine Treasure). In the third year (744), because the

divine talisman ( ling-fi)) bore the inscription “Celestial Treasure [in pledge

% See CT8 g, p-214; TH Y50, p- 865.

# Marking an old sacred site; ¢f. Marcel Granet, Danses of ligendes de s Chine ancienne
{rg26; Paris: P de France, 1959}, p. 448. The purple cloud and white rabbit were aus-
picious omens; sce CI5 5, pp-165-66, and Ou-yang Hsiu RERE{E ot al, comps., Hyin Tang
shu W (1060, Shanghai: Chung-hua, 1975; hereafter, #79) 195, P 5590, respectively.

% CL TFYK 54, pp. 12-D,
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of} one thousand years {ch’ien-tsai TH#),” the word tsai was substituted f.or
nien S, “year.” A ling-fi ming BEF$E inscription, composed at the imperial
behest, was erected in the place of the discovery. A regular rank of the fifth
grade was bestowed on T'ung-hsiu. The chiel ministers requested that to
the emperor’s honorary appellation be added the words %’ai-yiian t’ien-pao
sken-wu BATL R B M E.5* The emperor consented and a general amnesty
was proclaimed.

In the intercalary fourth month of that year [741], the emperor
dreamt that Hun-yiian said to him:% “I have long dwelled to the south-
west of the city walls. Now it is time to meet with you at the Hsing-ch’ing
[palace]l. You should welcome me.” The emperor recounted his dream to
the chief ministers Li Lin-fu ZHE (d. 752) and Niu Hsien-K'o {2 (d.
742) [10a] and dispatched an inner palace commissioner together with a
commissioner [or Taoist ritual to conduct a search. Afler several days, near
Lou Temple HE® 3 purple cloud appeared which emanated a white
radiance reaching up to heaven. Digging beneath it, they found a jade
statue of Lord Lao which measured more than three feet in height. The
emperor reverently welcomed it at Ta-'ung Hall in the Hsing-ch’ing Palace.
He ordered the appropriate officers to draw true likenesses {of the image]
and to distribute and send these off to all the Taoisl lemples and mon-
asteries in the realm. A general amnesly was proclaimed in the empire.”

In [Tien-pao] 5 (746) the emperor dreamt that Hun-yiian announced
a supernatural sign to him. Subsequently, a divine talisman in the form t?fa
jade tablet Fffft was discovered at Tai-po shan A LU (in Shensi, thirty
miles south of Ch’ang-an). The emperor did reverence [1ob] to the tablet

o inni f K'ai-yiian {713}, Hstian-tsung had adopted the title Shen-wu hua?gl-
i #ég%b(zfemg'nsg, p- [7yr)A Ag{)?c}iing to CTSg?p, 215, it Il':adlbcen cxPanded to K'ai-
yilan t'ien-pao sheng-wen B shen-wu huang-ti B7F at the beginning of'["‘len-pa;o (742).‘

% This section of the text is misplaced: there was no intercalary 4th mo. in 744, and Niu
Hsien-k'o, mentioned below, died in 742. The nearest year with such a leap mo.nlh, 741,
accords with ather sources for the incident; see TFYK 53, pp. 1ga—2ob; Wang Ching £,
Ta Tang chiao-ssu lu K FEWIEH (793; Shih-yitan ts’ung-sh‘u edn) g, p- 13; and ref(l:lren‘ccs
cited in Benn, “Religious Aspects,” pp. 127-28. Concerning Poth this T‘-d the _fo owing
incident, see J. J. L. Duyvendak, “The Dreams of Emperor Hsiian-tsung,” in frdig dntiqua

iden: Brill, 1 , pp. 102-8. _
(I.xe:l ?ll'lh;?:al.,s a?'?ﬂcfiﬁlt temple and major cult site dedicated to I.a.c-tzt} at Cll'}ou-t‘:hlh uE _
{southwest of Ch'ang-an), where the transmissicn of the Tao-f¢ ching to Yin Hsi is said to have

n place.

tak:" 'Fhis is where the sculptured pitlar from Chin-hsing Nunnery had beenTexC ed. See
above, K’ai-yitan 17, 4th me., 5th day. Concerning the EPISOd:.‘, see al.?f) 214, PpP-
6843-44; Ty, Tao-chine ling-yen chi 6, pp. 2b—3b; and Duyvendak, “Dreams,” p. 105.
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and installed it in the palace. The god of Tai-po shan was enfeoffed as
duke Ling-ying ML, and the cavern where the talisman had been
obtained was named Chia-hsiang tung BEHHE. An account was entered
into the History %

In the twellth month of that year}’yqﬁ/?z}';), the emperor traveled to
the Hua-ch’ing Palace ## = On (o fourth day of that month {January
19, 747} belore sunrise clouds were seen Lo gather sirangely above Mount
Li BBy Afer a moment the clouds scattered and (he Holy Ancestor Hun-
ylan appeared above the [Taoist temple] Ch’ao-yitan Pavilion BATT .0
The emperor and his ladies gazed upward in wonder. Afler agood while [Hun-
yian] disappeared [rom view. The local mountain god was enfeolled, and
various place names changed (o mark the event. The palace issued an
itllustration fof the apparilion] and promulgated it throughoul the reatm.
An announcemen! was conveyed to the Oflice of Historiography. o

In [Tien-pao] 8 (749) the emperor oblained the jade stalues of the
twenty-seven immortals in Lo-ch’uan county Z&J, Ning-chou (Kansu). i
He ordered their reception inlo the capital in accordance wilh the
precedent set by the ceremonies held for the Ling-pao (reasure [t1a] at the
beginning of the T’ien-pao reign.'™ The emperor personally composed a
eulogy, ordered the conslruclion of the T'ung-sheng Temple FWIATE on
the site of the discovery, and commissioned ihe inscriplion of a siele to be
erected there. Both (lemple and stele) exist (o this day.

In the sixth monih of (hat year [74q), Ta-Cung Halltos produced a
stem of jade fungus 2. The (wo temples Chin-hsien €[] and Yii-chih

% See CT8 24, P- 627. The temple's original name had been Chin-hsing ung & E iR,
Chin-hsing (Venus) being another name for M. Tai-pa, Sce Tu, Tag-chige fing-yen chi 6, p.
33; Tu, Lu-i chiy, pp. 5a=b; and Du Guangting, PP- 16~40. On the enfeofTment of meountain
gods, sce Verellen, “Liturgy and Sovercignty,” pp. 61-64; on caves as places of revelation,
Verellen, “The Beyand Within: Grotio-heavens {dengtian) in Taoist Ritual and Mythalogy,”
forthcoming in iers d'fxtrime-Asie B,

% Located at Li-shan {modcen Lin-fung, Shensi). See Chag K'ang-min HEE, “T"ang
Hua-ch'ing kung tiao-ch’a chi BEREHELD" Luda YH wen-wwu S ST 4y | 1685.1),

P- 32-38, and Edward H. Schaicr, “The Development of Bathing Customs in Ancient and
edieval China and the History of the Floriate Clear Palace,” FAOS 76 (1956), pp. 72-82.

10 Ibid,, p. 75, n. 215. According to the sources cited there, the event took place in 748,

1t On this institution, see Twitchett, Writing of Official History, PP. 13- 20.

122 On these immortals, assaciated with the 28 lunar mansions, and the dating of the
event, see Dy Guangting, p. 52, and n., 1.

199 See the T"ien T'ung-hsiu affajr of 7417742, above.

104 See above, Kai-yiian 17, 4th mo., 5th day; and 744 [read 741, intercalury gth,
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EZ were conslrucled, and the two princesses [of Lhe same names] were
ordained as Taoists, 1%

Again, a man from Mount Tai-po named Li Hun ZE3E reported to
the throne an apparition of Hun-yiian who had said that a( the Chin-hsing
Cavern B2 there was a talisman conlerring blessings and longevity
upon the emperor in the form of a stone inscription on a jade slab (KRG
BD; see the “jade tablel” episode of 746, above). Depuly censor Wang
Hung F 4% was ordered to enter the valley and having traveled over 400
Ii found and secured these, The event was proclaimed everywhere as an
extraordinary portent.

On the ping-yin day of the sixLh, intercalary mouth (July 22, 749}, the
emperor visited the T'aich’ing Palace (see above). He upgraded the
honorary appellations of the Five Sages and had stalues made of Chung-ni
{HfE {Confucius) and the four disciples and placed in attendance in front
of Hun-yiian.'""” Furthermore, Lhe len provinces and major commanderies
were ordered to establish [11b] Yii-chih lemples (see above). A general
amnesty was proclaimed throughoul the empire.

In the year [T"ien-pac] g (750), a man of Mount T’ai-po named Wang
Hsiian-i 223 reporled having seen an apparilion of Hun-yiian des-
cended who had said that in the Pao-hsien Cave ¥ I[if7 was a “wonderful
treasure” 8 true talisman that (he emperor should retrieve. The presi-
dent of the Board of Justice Chang Chiin 387 2] and the president of
the Board of Works Wang Ch’ui F f were ordered 1o go forth and secure
il. Subsequently, the Chen-ling kuan BLEE$H was erected.

In the first month of [Tien-pac) 13 (January/February, 754) the
emperor visited the T’ai-ch’ing Temple and again upgraded the honorary
appellation of Hun-yiian.'® The Five Sages received additional posthum-

155 The author here conflates two separate episodes: the princoss‘cs were ordained, and
their temples built, in 711 under the reign of their father, emperor Jui-tsung. Sce Charles D.
Benn, The Cavern-Mystery Transmission: A Taoist Ordination Rife of AD. 77 :(Honolulu: U, of
Hawaii P., 1gg1).

196 See his biography in CTS 105, pp. 5228-32. ‘ .

197 Le., Chuang-tzu, Lich-tzu, Wen-tzu, and Keng-sung tzu: together with ‘.Con‘fu‘cms
comprising the Five Sages just mentioned. On their placement sec Benn, “Religious
Aspects,” p. 153

108 See C75 97, pp. 3037-59- S o

102 The Litle givcl?r here is Ta sheng-tsu kao-shang ta-tao chin-ch'iich h:n-ytla.n t lf;‘nlh!:lmg

iy KSR ITRES 1F i light variant: Ta sheng-
tarti R LS SR ST RE AT IFYK 54, p. 17b, gives a slig ;
tsu kao-shang ta-tao chin-ch'tieh hsiian % -yiian t'ien-huang ta-ti, and the date Tien-pao g,
12th mo. CL his eacdier title under May 7, 729, abave.
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ous titles, and the emperor expanded his own litle {to become K’ai-yiian

Uien-ti ta-pao sheng-wen shen-wu chen .

- §-tao hsiao-te huang-ti BT
ﬁ%i%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@% ; see his earlier titles under 742 - abiﬂ{ﬁ
general amnesty was proclaimed. 42744, above). A

In the year [T"ien-pao) 15 (

6}, whil
our of epacam %, Hu75 }, while the emperor proceeded on a

. n-yiian appeared b : [
River Bk in San-ch’iian county =R Epan—chungyct:}uﬁn}jzzze?r 1;':;12?1;
(m?ar t.he modera city of Han-chung, Szechwan). The emperor ere i
paid his respect in person and ordered 1 true likeness {of the god] re:l.l'y
slone at the place of the apparition.""' And again, in I—ch’ang cou(;zw;‘fig
B&, Li-chou FIM {modern Kuang-yitan count }, above Fhe rnoy Lai
range, Hun-yiian [12a] was seen riding past on a white donke Ei’ﬁfu: e
that {[An] Lu-shan 31| would be brought under control “)': By i : Slgt;
order, the mounlain was enfeoffed as Po-wei Range E{ﬁj’éﬁ “Z‘l :“];f“a
Restoration Temple (Hsing T’ang kuan SERFEE) was establisheéi on M an?
Sung and a Blessings ol T'ang Temple (Fu T'ang kuan JEE I Ch’eng‘?::lln

28. Su-tsung M5 (r. 756-762)

On the eighteenth day, third month of Chih-te » {April 11
Hun-yiian appeared above Cloud Dragon CIlift (Yun-lung yen %ﬁé&gﬁ)’
T’ung-hua commandery KBS (Mao-chou TEM, Szechwan).' Previ .
sly, the inhabitants of the commandery had organized a greal cf.za:' t v!t(m‘
pray for biessings for the nation.!'s Og that day a strange frafrre e and
vapors suddenly enveloped the scene and would nol dispeise Asl ?l?:ec;;:nd
hlfur’l(-'y -9 am.) they gradually lifted. A supernalural radiance illumined the
sky. h.en the true form of Hun-ytian was seen standing in front of th
mountain and reaching from the ground up Lo heaven. His figure wa:

1'® A euphemism for Hsiian tsung’s [T !
shan 22#&11) Rebellion (755—757).ng * ght from Ch

" Fora sequel to this incident dyp i
uring Hsi-tsung® i i
mt?::? ﬁth}f Caital in B8 Gyanghig. P‘i[l) gu;_g; Zopassage through San-ch’tian on his
d here me “ " {hi i ith “m i
o Ve e ans “donkey” (i EX), which, with mountain

13 See Chi Yu-kun : ik chi-shi
Hie g o ¥ i g B/, Tang shik chi-shih BRSO {1124; Shanghai; Shang-hai ku-
114 So named from 742 to 758;
" ! 58; see CT¥ 41, pp. 1688-8q,
1= See the liturgies for this kind of cerem?)i [ 9

baang s chor ¥ preserved in Tu KuangUing’s Tai-s
i F B {prefaces datod 880-901; 77, fasc. 270-77, no. 507}?‘23{

ang-an to Ch'eng-tu during the An Lu-

" {shan {11}, resembles the
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completely clothed in white. His left hand hung down, his right was holding
the fan of Wu-ming FLBEZ 5.6 The crowd reverently gazed up at his rad-
iant appearance. Though the mountain was high, it did not reach up to his
elbow. After some time [the spectacle] disappeared. A detailed memorial
was presented to the throne, whereupon the palace issued an illustration.
The emperor had a eulogy and preface composed. As the text is profuse, 1
don’t record it. A detailed compilation was prepared for the historical
record that still [ 12b] proclaims [the alfair] to the world.

In Ch’ien-yiian z (759), the emperor dreamt one night that two
Green Lads {ch’ing-t’ung B H)'"" led him to a great palace to an audience
with Hun-yiian. Hun-yilan was robed in an aurora cloud robe and capped
with a nine phoenix cap. Seated on a square mat and covered by a jewelled
canopy, he leaned on an arm rest'® and held a white whisk FH#% in his
hand. Crowds of guards, attendants, Perfected, Jade Women, immortals,
celestial youths and warriors had formed up around him. Wearing his
crimson robe and holding his jade tablet of invesliture =, the emperor
stood in attendance behind Hun-yian. Traveling by mountain and sea, they
covered a great distance. The emperor surreptiliously noted everything. He
also saw that Hun-yiian’s hair and mustaches were black."® Next morning,
the emperor issued an order to examine all the holy images throughout the
city '™ And indeed, at the Sage Anceslor Oratory (Sheng-tsu yiian B2 )
of the Kuang-’ien Temple #K# in the Wu-pen Ward AL (bor-
dering on the southeastern corner of the Imperial Cily in Ch’ang-an) an
image of Lord Lao with black muslaches was discovered. An illustration was
presented to the emperor who found it exactly like the vision in his dream.

1% Attribute of Lao-tzu and the theologically and iconographically assimilated deity Yian-
shih Cien-tsun TCHE B, sce Tiian-shit shuo kung-te fa-shik wang-sheng ching JCIGETITEE:
RAFER (TT fasc. 32, no. 76), p. 1b. Ts'ui Pao Y (trad. attrib,; fl. 2qgo-506), Ku-chin chu
4 (SPTK edn} A, p. 8b, explains that a Wu-ming lan had been crealed by the mythical
emperor Shun HF; after Shun succoeded Yao £, he used it to identily sages who would
assist him in government. Under the Han, the Wu-ming fan served as an emblem of rank.

117 See Paul W. Kroll, “In the Halls of the Azure Lad,” JA0S 105 {1985), pp. 75~94.
Chr'ing-tung are frequently associated wilh visions and revelations.

118 This Buddhist iconography suggests representations of Vimalakirti. The arm rest J1,
however, was alse a regular feature of Lao-chiin representations since the Six Dynasties. See
Pontynen, “Deilication of Laozi,” pp. 193, 195, and idem, “Dual Nature of Laozi," ibid., p.
gof.
us This discovery contravened Lhe usual depiction of Lao-tzu with snow-white hair arid
whiskers, based on the legend that, alter a gestation of eighty-one years, Lhe sage was bom
with white hair.

120 The term jui-Asiang B{§, “icon,” is a loan from Buddhism.
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24. Taitsung £45% (1. 762-77q)

After Tai-lsung had obtajn
. d the Pight T
A e , e ig reasures { pa-pag =22
e ;ggﬁf; Ch’u-chou & (Kiangsu), [133a) hu=.-!J cﬁmgﬁﬁ)n—i EZ
-y X unty and ordered the construction of i
Ple on the site of the discovery. Then he chang oo desm 8

to first i
st year of Pac-ying (764} and proclaimed a general amnesiy. 1%

25. Tetsung {52 (v 779-8035)

III ll]e yea.[ (::]le[l-y].ib an 1 7 ll-yuan sent Ille \‘Iel‘dl [a] i ar
Chl]l Mu %ﬁ t]]e Q‘ueell IVIOLIIQI 0[ l]]e Wesl See IIe]IlS I dr tl 4 b( Y
1 3 5 e »

1 -
ela.] [lIles [0 fVIOL[l‘ll Chn] Ch uan ﬁﬁ!u i
](UO‘CIIOU % i Szech“‘a” WIIEIe She ltlsllllClEd the fe“lale Ie]f&cted

Hsieh Tzu-jan 2 : ,
chs ﬁﬁz';lxﬁn‘?ii#im;hs techniques for refining the vital breath { lien
' € nhad pracliced it to lecti )
b ; , perlection, she ; .
b:fald daylight on (he sixieenth of the tenth month of th:tee?ce(lr\l.'dec’ -
on 85 794). After three months she returned and sajid t Yh r {(Novem-
ien ZEER125 “In hegyen above there ; 0 e prefect Li

C . s a Jade Hall (Y-t ;
ord Lao resides there. On its walls are listed all (he nar(nel; lo?rtll{’: EEE).M
e immor-

134 For a more claborate version of the ¢
*2 Le., the eight seais of the e
1846-4%.

1 According to €T3 41, p-
Tai-tsung obtained “thirteen dy

pisode see Tu, Tas-chia

¢ ling- ]
mperor, regalia and symbols of | hENNPAL S

egitimacy. Sce C T8 43, pp.
1573 it was Su-tsung who in
nastic treasures BBy . i

12 See Tu Kueng-ting' s Py,

B's Yung-ch'mg chi-hsi
fase. 560~ 61, no. 48 :  Noben ﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ (betee I
12; ichi késatey” ﬁ? 53}5’;-) &P;ﬁzg%‘;%?g;’gzﬂm%ﬁﬁﬁ, “Sha Shizen tg I;‘:E;g ;gga?%gkr{
agoku 1o shikys shiss - > in Makio Ryskai oju ki e
Sl g bty k' g 08 B L g o
‘Nourishing the Vital Prinll:'ip:fg’ :!rf &PIRSQTSG' On vital brearh, soe t clfpa“lﬁﬁhif%
ang o Religion Frar P € Ancient Taoist Religion,” in Henri . o
) P . cnri Mas i
oB e i lerman, trans. (1g71; Amherst, Mass.: U, of Masszz;?;se{f:l&;m

125 Cf. the more com itati
. plete citation of th i .
ping kuang-chi sy T £ episode from Tu’s, ¥ “eng chi-hsi . )
. :i the ﬂm:)?ﬁﬁifiiu f987 ; Peltmg‘: Chung-hua, 1961, 1681) gzﬁﬁ gh—}mm bt in _T’ax-
these events PO “Chinch'ian two-ch'ang pei” B, whib bed S0
] COT

126 Jbid. has “White Jade Halj Xz

that year of his succession by
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tals.'?” Somelimes a [ootnote beneath indicales whether {the subject] was
aclive in the mortal world as a ruler or a stalesman. The immorlals who
enter to pay their respect to Lord Lao all make a four-fold obeisance.”
When Tzu-jan had spoken, she ascended inlo heaven.

26. Ching-tsung B 5E [r. 824-827)

In the first month of Pao-li 2 (February/March 826), the emperor held
a sacrifice in the southern suburb.'?® Having made an offering at the T’ai-
ch’ing Temple {the main Lao-lzu temple cum imperial ancestral shrine in
Ch’ang-an; see item 22, above), the imperial procession was about to { 13b]
reach Ch’ang-an county {the western half of Ch’ang-an city; the T"ai-ch’ing
kung was in Wan-nien county, the easiern half) when the assistant
magistrate Cheng Chien M¥§ suddenly had a vision of Lord Lao, robed in
a white robe. His appearance was out of the ordinary. He said to Chien: “In
this road there is a well. You should quickly fill it in, or an unfathomable
disaster will occur.” Chien looked around in alarm: the ground was already
beginning to cave in. With combined strength it was [illed up. Meanwhile,
Lord Lao had disappeared [rom sighlt. When the imperial procession arrived
on the scene, a full report was made to the emperor. The assembled officials
congratulated him. It was decreed that the vice-president of the Board of
War Wei Ch'u-hou EFRE should prepare a stele, and that the court diary
recorder Liu Kung-ch’iian #Z3#E should compose the inscription. It was
erected beside Lhe (illed-in cavily. A nolice was communicated to the Office
of Historiography.'

On the eighteenth day of the twelfth month of that year {January 19,
827), while Liu Kung-ch’iian was inscribing the stele, a gust of wind sud-
denly rose and whirled around continuously untit Hun-yijan appeared [in
its midst]. He was wearing a purple robe, a golden crown, and golden shoes.
Standing upon a white lotus flower, he was holding a Wu-ming fan (see
item 23, above) in his right hand, while his lefl hand was hanging down.
The space around him was filled with a radiant brightness of a golden hue.
Kung-ch’iian and the engraver of the inscription gazed upwards. After a

127 See jbid.: “like the wall inscriptions { pi-chi BERT) in the world of men.” On pi—cﬁ
recards, see David McMulien, State and Scholars in T'ang China (Cambridge: Ca.mbridg_e u.p,

1988}, p- 18s.

126 On the relation af this sacrifice in T'ang times to imperial legilimation and ancestral
worship, see Wechsler, Offerings ofJade and Silk, pp. 107-22.

125 For this stele, see Ting, “T"ai-ch’ing kung,” p. 210.
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ing distance [the figure] grew smaller and disappeared into the clouds. Sub.-
sequently, the incident was reperted to the emperor who decreed that an
ered into the stele inscription. He further

ordered that in bath capitals a Prolongation of T'ang Temple (Yen T’ang

kuan FEREER) be established.

27. Wen-tsung 3753 (. 827-840)
In the fifth month of Kai-ch’eng ¢ {June/July 83%), the chief
secretary of the Imperial Secretarjat Kao Yiian-yi @753 (777-852) was
Aappointed prefect of Lang-chou N1 (Szechwan). Eight or nine # north of
the prefectural government seat, among the precipitous clifls of a hillside
above the Chialing River T, he suddenly beheld a supernaturally
glowing pattern. As he approached to look more closely, a design represer-
ting an image of Lord Lao formed spontaneously on Lhe surface of a rock.
His hair and eyebrows, robes, kerchief,
depicted in detail. At his side stood a person in a wide robe with large
sleeves holding a brazier to offer incense. Behind him stood an aitendant,
with a pair of hair coils fastened high, in a respectful attitude as though
listening to instructions. The drawing and engraving were beyond the reach
of human skill. Whenever Yiian-yii prayed {14b] or made an invacation
[there], a purple emanation floated upward. Moreover, a supernatural
spring gushed forth spontaneously. Prayers, whether offered by lords or
commoners, were unfailingly and instanl
engraved and a roof built in honor of the au

shoes, and ornaments, were ajl

y efficacious. A stone was
spicious site. Finally, a sketch

with a request to record [the
event] in the History. This was granted by decree,'%

28. Wu-tsung 3852 (1. 840-846) ‘
In the first year of Hui-ch’ang (841), the fifteenth of the second

% For a fuller version of this incident, sce Tu,
mentions that the region was in drought: the mira
water in perpetuity. In 885, during the return of
Ch'ang-an, Tu Kuang-ving was to petition the em
the miracte. This too was granted; see Dy Guangi

Tao-chiao ling-yen chi 6, PP- 4a-b, which
culous spring {or pond} provided sweet
the imperial retinue from Ch'eng-ty to
peror to construct a temple on the site of

g, p- 95
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month, the birthday of the Great Sagely Ancestor. {Lord Lao) wasddeclarelctl

the De:scent of the Sage Festival (chiang-sheng chich [REER ) by. ecreei.-
as ordered that the two capitals and all prefectures and supeno(;' pre ec;:-
w' - - e

i i  retreals and celebrale rituals, and provi

tures in the empire conduct ckai re o
ati [ three days. [Even] military

ic and offer banquets for a duration o ‘ : .
:(:llj:lduies and urgent business would be suspended during this period. That
became the abiding rule.

= —_
QQII‘gzntgh?:;E; E:)?gthi:{gzn{h month of Hsien-t'ung 10 {October 18,
86g), the mutinous rebel P'ang Hsiin BEEf (d. 869))of i[su-c.}:ou iefsmtz;lga
than g,000 followers to the T’ai-ch’ing Temple at Po-c oul(l em - OE [he,
and 22, above]."*' On that day more than 300 l'ocal people r1orcl S
ternple saw Lord Lao rise into the air from within the temp: a'fnh e
south. Presently, a black mist rose from the rive’r o theuso;t . 3 rebel
tost their bearings and slaughtered each other. P’ang Hsiin ro{‘vl:}e -
river [ 154a] and perished. The rebellion was then st:dr‘npe::? oui e r::mmiz
governor of Pien-chou ¥ (K'ai-feng)™@ and T’ai-ch’ing unl% ¢ e
sioner (item 22) Li Yii ZE (d. 87g) submitted a full report of the inci
to the throne. The decree [in response] stated:

Our Dynasty has constantly upheld Hun-yiian and exer‘rlllpllﬁed[ :Inud
abided by Pure Quiescence {ch'ing-ching {§13). The old vi ?geto v
hsien T is the ancient home of the Sage A‘ncestor. ts e}mtpd
buildings are magnificent, and the ancestral shrine well aptpomﬁie.
Recently, remnants of the rebellion charged forward to s:_;t i lc:orl o :
As they were about to burn it down, dark clouds covered the ¢ f;r : Y,
and the crazed bandits ran in confusion along roads and pathw );s
Then, lost in the open country, they met their death. Ill;laresponse o
[Our] hidden merit, this supernatural sign was extended.

i - ) 6 (rg70), pp-
* de Pang Hiun (868-86q), 5
13t See Robert des Rotours, l;a révolte R § § ir o P
22g-40. An attack on the T'ang “ancestral” temple of Lord Lao was a pote ture

i“s:l;e';:gn\;ras the government seat, and hence the headquarters of the military governor, of
Honan province the jurisdiction of which included Po-chou.

i i . 16a-b.
122 The episode, including the text of this decree, is reproduced in HYSCqg, pp. 1
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The palace i
1€ paface issued a Green Supplication (ching-1zy BF#),"™ chacgi
. rgin
a declaration of gratitudeg
o Histon'ogmphy. 2 » and communicdted » report to
In the third menih of [Hsi
5 Yung) 13 (April/M.
Patathe thi | sien-tung] 1g ( pril/May 822). iR
ok chor & (C.i'teklang) Yao Hu g n]emorialized7tt1)al 1Prefec£ o
g ground in the course of resloring the Lord I, ! om Mowor

Historiograph o
¥ and proclaim it throyg
his consent. 1t throughout the reaim, The emperor decreed

Full Translation: The Reign of Hii-trung

30. I-;si-tsung 5 (. 873-888)
n the third month of Kuang-ming ¢ (88} ili

g;;';f::l[“lg g}l‘;\:nce.‘(r}nodern Shansi)g W.Emg }(’Zhﬁz:gjtzg gérgr(zf
ol gﬂ\? rerecl:ﬁorm]tzed that, accarding (0 a report submitled by Ch; .
chet Cypresfb % urt.ad(modern Lin-fen), an auspicious vine B lgrowi "
P ypress ¥ the side of the Lord Lao Haj| (Lao-chiin tien %E:ﬁﬁ i &
s Tang Temple (Ching T’ang kuan BEREER) on Mour;llJIin b
ung-

618-620: - . )
{618-620; g reference to the Chj Shan—hsing episode, iter [fsrjgn P)en}?d
» . above), the

hall had been erected ;
in the space betwee
o 0 IWo trees. A year later. g vi
]eng}:: f{:fc:itaneously appeared on the Cypress lre):e and f:l:.‘\: :me
m an ten chang (108 feel). Iis growth was ab‘&;]orm c;la
al Y

luxurious. Later, when the pri
\ ¢ prince of Ch'i B E (Li v
usurp t i sl ’
Ip the throne [from his father Tai-tsung in 643] ’*flﬁ):::zﬁetiid .
3], ried up

134 This was the official
offered in the Rotreat of T}I:rayer fsee Verellen, “Liturgy and § .
anksaivi Y and dovercignty,” np. oo
%, pp- 8b~10a. Tegiving for the Po-chou miracle, Sec lg U Y?&JEHSE? (!'Zg Ltmo b;
’ -yen chi

133 Othet YEersons of LI]IS EPIS{)de b ] - ¥ = - 2 P
y u Kuang tmg are fi und m [é:'a f-l'hﬁﬂ ﬂﬂg n CAI T |2
93-, alld 14’0 i chen "‘h‘ﬂg ‘h‘alg 1'5’-“5 i, PE- Tha: b,

':: ?{ee Du Guangting, Pp- 28-2q.
7 He was military governor of H
e wa . Ro-chung 880~ 88+ sep o
3 L;EI; e’; gr bs, \;}VI:mg appointed himself vic%my fn 8871, 8:.‘;‘ ;:Itihl?tt("';‘d" e Hisery
- Tang-chiac shan, see [ 4a] zbove {cf. Di Cuangr;'r:g p 7.;3 nc CG}J Sibhp e

13% See 7% 3. p. H
237-38, P- 55. HTS 2, p. 42. See aiso Twitchett, od,, Cambridge 1fistory 5.1 P
3.1, pp.
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and wilthered. Ten months later, a green sprout grew again [rom its end,
and then the prince of Ch’{ was defeated. Before Lhe restoralion of Chung-
tsung (thal is, the “regency” of Wu Tse-t'ien, 684-705; see item 19,
above), during the An [Lu-shan] {d. 757} and Shih 5 {Ssu-ming FBH] (d.
761) rebellion, and when Chu Tz’ 2Rt {742-784) plotted insurrection
{against Te-tsung, in 783/784), {the vine] each time abruptly withered
away and only after a long time came back to life again.

Now in the year Kuang-ming r (880) Huang Ch’ao rose in revolt
against the palace,'*® and in the aulumn of that year the vine creeper
withered and died. In the spring'*! of the year [Kuang-ming] 2 {881), its
stems and leaves [lourished again. Moreover, on the neighboring tree grew
a separate shoot which within ten days reached a length of more than Gty
feet. Facing one ancther, they unfolded profusely. There was a super-
nalural quality about them.

Memorial and edict praised [the eveni], and an accounl was com-
municated to the Office of Historiography. Subsequently, all of these auspi-
cious and extraordinary occurrences occasioned an imperial [16a] decree:

Wonderlul! The vine creeper & # promises felicily to Our aspirations
for descendanis FREE;™*? the melon creeper L&' manifests Our
long-lasting blessings. Thus Hun-yiian has granted us a succession of

generations ZE¥E!* without end.

The August Emperor was sojourning in Western Shu when the memor-
ial was presented on the ninth of the eighth month of Chung-ho 2 (Septem-
ber 24,882)."%3 The emperor ordered it proclaimed at court and at large. 4

w0 After sacking [u-chou BN in 878, r2th mo,, and Kuang-chou & in 870, sth mo.,
Huang Ch'ac attacked the eastern capital Lo-yang in 880, rilh mo.

L] CTngg. p. 13b, reads “winter” &, in the strict sense referring to 881, mos. 10-12,
apparently an edilorial attempt te improve the sensational quality of the miracle. Note,
however, that the report of Wang Ch'ung-jung is dated 881, 3d mo. {sec above).

142 Soc Mas-shil FE8F ( Book of Odes), no. 239 and 244. The variant J6% in CTW g3, p.
144, misses this allusion, which is consistenl with that of the lollowing phrase.

113 Conveys, like g, the image of a proliferation of descendants in the Odes, invoking an
unbroken line of succession, with each member clinging to the next. On the symbolism of

these plants in the Odes pertaining to lertility and posterily, see Chou Ts'e-tsung F #EAE,
“Chung-kuo ku-tai ti wu-i yii chi-ssu li-shih yiich-wu chi shih ti kuan-hsi® EPE';E’%‘EB{JHE‘
PR IERE S 5 B ASHUMR, CHIP s 12 {1979), pp. 1-12. ‘

w4 Punon yeh, “generations” and “leaves.”
s If this refers to Wang Ch'ung-jung’s memorial, it is 17 mos. after the event.

146 The expression is nei wai PIF} “within and withoul," uvbi ef orhi.
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On the eleventh of the third month
883)!*” the prefect of Po-chou, P'an Ch’
masters Ma Han-chang &%, Sun Ch'iwy REESE, and others with a
memorial to the throne reporting that since the year Chlien-[fu] 4 (877),148
Chen-yiian (site of the Lao-tzu temple Tai-ch’ing kung in Po-chou) had
repeatedly come under attack by the rebel bandits. Their numbers had
ranged from over a thousand to as many as ten thousand. They would lie in
wait and spy out the temple with the intention of burning and plundering
it. Every time they came to attack the walled city or drew near to assail the
county seat, Lord Lao miraculously granted a divine transformation. Sud-
denly he would raise dense clouds, driving them with evi] winds, ' or strike
with thunder and hail. '® Their leaders drilling about aimlessly, [the rebels]
presently arrived at their destruction. Splendid manifestatio
natural aid, unfathomable workings of the divine!

Forthwith, Chen-yiian was awarded the stalus of a metropolitan
county #%.'*" Subsequently; the palace issued Green Supplications (see
item 29, above) for worship and [16b] thanksgiving. The emperor then kow-
towed and did obeisance in the direction of the East (that is, P'o-chou).'s2

Ou the twelfth of the eighth month of [Chung-ho 3] (September 16,
88g) it was decreed:

The T'ai-ch’ing kung at Po-chou marks the site where Hun-yijan
came into the world, the illustrious ancestor of the Tao, whose confer-
ral of hereditary privileges constitutes Lhe foundation of Our dynasty.

The auspicious Nine Palaces (chiu-kung JLBT) wells overflow;

n of super-

14> The version of this episode in HYSC g, pp. 17a-184,

places the date in 880, 3d mo,;
that in Tu, Tae-te chen-ching huang-

skeng i 3, pp. 2b-3a, also has 883,
148 For the reconstruction of this date, see Du Guangting, p. g1, n.
also included in Tao-te chen-ching kuang-sheng ; 3 Pp- 2b-3a.

" HYSC reads “clouds and wind.”

™ HYSC reads “thunder and lightning.”

5t Status of the counties belonging to capital territories, i.e. placed under the direct
administration of one of the ca;

pitals. See Robert des Rotours, Traité des Sfonctionnaires el traité.
de larmée (Leiden: Brill, 1948), PP- 730-31.

152 The imperial edict issued in reply is quoted in HYSC g, p- r7b.

* According to Lao-tzu's birth legend, the sage tock nine steps when he came into the

world; from each foatstep a dragon Sprang up, spewing water to bathe the infant, thus
creating nine wells. See Seidel, Lg divinisation de Lao isen, pp. 36-37, n. 4, and the references
there. The association of these wells with the Nine Ialaces, a spatial arrangement of the
Eight Trigrams, suggests that Lao-tzu's first steps traced a cosmic pattern like the ritual Steps
of Yu #3F. In the T’ang, a cult of the chiu-hung was institutionalized under Hsian-tsung; see
THY 108, pp. 2 56-60, and Robert des Rotours, “Le culte des cing dragons sous la dynastie

5- The present episode is
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[of Chung-ho] 3 (April 21,
ou ¥, dispatched the Taoist
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s i emain among the trees, '**

e lc}r;etl?: errsomilt?;zja;c::::lssrthat have ofcurred under succeeding

ages [in the I;masFtJ] were worthy of recording, the supernatural responses

of recent years are even more conspicuous.l he Taclving kungl

Majestic splendor belfits the sacred sxt_e {of the Tai-c 1h.g rumel

How could desolation be allowed in this place of wors 13‘. an
Ch’ou, an able manager and expert administra.lor, long steepe ; in e

habit of righteousness,"™ liberally gave of his emolgments lor the
restoralion of the temple. Ouler and inner wa.lls, ridge poles and
rafters, everything was exquisilely r;novated. With new statuary

int i i ced.

pamtlilt::f :a::ak;:?;l:cyl :‘;135 ;Fal:'::nand considered the maiter, [We [ind
this} highlyécomforling, The temple’s abbot, [Cm{lmim{%‘;f{?d :;ll‘l:’ael
(wei-i B @) and Taoisl master Wu Ch’ung-hsiian & , 1: oo
awarded the purple {robe] (see item 17, above) an?l gra.nters e
religious name Master Ning-hsiian $Z 554 The Taoist masl: e
Han-chang and Sun Ch’i-wei are each awarded the };urpl [Rlb
Ch’ou is promoled conferee of the Golden [Seal}‘ and ;r;f;lmo -
bon] {chin-tzu kuang-lu ta-fu $RICEERE), exa.mmer}fc ze:hu s
¥2),5¢ and president of the Board of Works {Kung-pu shang

5 85). The others remain as before.”

That year, [17a] during the night of the twenty-ninth day (;fﬂt)}:
eighth month [of Chung-ho g] (October 3, 884}, lhe emperor #ecree ‘
tlf: imperial clansman Li Te-li #¥§37,'*® together with the Taoist master Li

{ ] ; jépille {Paris: P.U. de Ir
' - " in Mélanges de sinologie offerts & Paul Dﬂm{m :
oy “;386}(5:3 9(;?;};-];7¥';'hegNine Palaces deities controlled in pa.rtlcul.llar ﬂ:gﬁs at;c?i
ance, Ihg The ,aggc‘:unt in Tao-chiao fing-yen chi 1, pp. 8b-10a states thg:{ Egrﬁon}r:otisfh wells the
9];?“ :thr:r” 48, emerged that deleated the rebel "ang Hstin in 86 9 pol- i
e ;17 - L1 . PP
o T g of o Lo atackiersduting e
i “ ds” that were the ‘
6b-Ba), while the “black clou at b iRl o i
g bellion rose from within the “palace” {Aung, i.c. the | )
Hu;’i:SAC;:;‘;i‘:g to lthe version of Lag-tzu's dcp:ffréu%g tso the w;estthm ::; mi z’ﬁm;nﬁr:.azsﬂfte
1 - ien-hua ching 318 ; S. 2205), the s . _ b
zim m’m:egéz?d?r ,{!fza ;ﬁiﬁ;ﬁon de Lanf tseu, p. 62, Tao-le chin-chmié;ng sheng i3, p. 3b,
ee:l’(s of a tree \:viLh the *deer tracks of the ascent into heaven ﬁ-?ﬁc erm.r
spem T R o e '93?‘ }FT' Mb;efi)n;:::l‘b\cﬂ:cﬁ?lz :‘lThe Se.amy Side of Late
156 This was a high-ranking nomina office; The
T ang Political Life: Yii Ti and His Family, AM 5d ‘[;cgrs 1.2 {115:{;?),1 5143
157 The text of this edict is also preserved in €7 » pp- 11b vt emperar recounting
153 Earlier that year {883}, Li T'¢-li had addrgsscd‘ a memorl: B e Lot
the history of the sacred site of Mt. Niwhsin 20100 in Lung-chou P
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Wu-wei 2% hold an Offering (chias) and pray to the Perfected at the
ancient site of Hun-yitan’s incarnalion at the Hsiian-chung Temple by
in the Black Sheep Market (Ch’Ing-yang ssu PR I% in (he superior
prefecture of Ch’eng-tu,

Suddenly they beheld 3 red glow ' that, Tike a smal] projectile T
emerged {rom the foundalion of the hall in the bamboo grove to the
southeast and then, gradually increasing in brightness, wavered towards the
soulhwest and sank beneath a plum iree Hgig e Excavaling the earth a1
the place where [the glow] had descended, they discovered a “treasure
brick” BfI¥ three feet below the ground (see the Celestia] Treasure, #%:n-
pao, item 22, above). Its length measured | eR'ih, 1 ts'un, and | Jn (11
inches), its width 7 i8%un, 1 fin (7.1 inches). One edge measured &s'un, § fen
(1.2 inches) in thickness and was covered with a floral pattern. The other
edge was 1 frypn, 8 Jm (177 inches) thick. s weight was 12 chiz (53
pounds). It bore six characters in ancient seal-script which measured 2 Is'un
square and were g fin deep. The engraving was of a lustre and clarity &3
beyond the work of man. The text read “The Most High Pacifies the
Disturbances of Chung-ho A BT g v e

On the first day of the ninth monih [of Chung-ho 3] (October 5,
883), the military governor of Hsi-ch’uan and president of Lhe Imperial
—_—

Szechwan). He claimed that the prefecture deri ved it
Tang, Li Lung B, of the Lung-hsi 75 lincage
beginning of the Tang (618-626), the local sancluary }
Emperor Hsﬁan-tsung, having restored ihis temple during his oxile in Chieng-ty

had been rewarded with o propheey of the impending defeat of Lhe An Lu-shan Rebellion
that had driven him from the capital. Li Te-lj

identical Prophecy was obtained. See Tu, Tas-chise ding-yen chi, in Vin-chi ch%.

' It was here that Lag.-tzy met with Yin Hsi before thesr
transmitted the Zag-ze ¢hing to Yin at the Han.ky Pass, La
complete his initiation and await the second arrival of the s
the Ching-yang Market in Ch'eng-ti. For the legends associa
also Kusuyama Hazuki, “Seiysshi densetsy ka™ B EEE s
idem, Rishf denseisu, PP 425-35.

'% Lit. “rainbow radiance” BT Here we follow the variants in the accounts in Tao-chiqe
ding-yen chi 2, PP 5b-6a (), and H13C 9 pp- tgb T (4T 3L

15t This evaokes the plum tree ZE beside which Lao-tzu was born and afier which he was
named, See Schipper, fhe Taoist fody, pp. 120-22; and M aspero, Tasism and Chinese Religion,

departure to the west: having
>l2u enjoined his disciple to
age one thousand days lator at
ted with this site, see below and

B, TS52 (1978), PP- I-14, and

02 CI. Hyi-ch'uan Ch ‘g-yang kung pei-ming B )1| A2 B e 0 {B84; 17 fasc, 60, no. 96.4),

P 12b. The wedge shape of the brick and the decoralive design on its narrow edge suggest

that it may have come from a vault, possibly of a tomb. | am indebted to Lothar von
Fulkenhausen for this observation.
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Chancellery (Shih-chung £§%),'®® Ch’en Ching-hsiian RE(IE, memor-
ialized the throne:

iquity and conforms [17b] with

i ial Majesty emulates antiquity an . . _

gfa\{ipi:heritszgtheycharts [#'** and abides by destiny. .He smgil]e
'ndedi cherishes the Supreme Way and concentrate'..; his lhoughts
up n Gr);at Unity {ta-t'ung K[E]). Therelore, on tour of inspection, he
ke i is, li *ang-the-Viclorious; see

hat is, like T’ang-t

takes afl blame upon himself (t . : orious; see
i ity draws near and altains the ear .

below). His deep humanity ‘ sarth below
i i ds and is known in heaven above. ¥y d
His supreme virtue ascen ; e ey

iti ivine i ilure (fu-ch'an FFH) have des
and writings of divine investi e deservedly ™
i ici tents appeared in the in .

been obtained, after auspicious por carec S

i d rectify '% has been bestowed.
date of the Most High to rule an ‘
?l'?: c:l:.rgities of banditry and insurrection of the Chung-ho perm:
were pacified. Therefore was this clear text revealed. Hence ?pp.eldi:e
. i ifies Lhat the atmosphere of evil has
ient seal-script. I [ully testilies ‘

t}:;vazz:znndispe][ed, that the Sage’s blessings are boundless. It .ml'orrlns
Es of the date of the recovery {of the capital] '*” and determines the

day for the pacification.

On the twellth day [October 16, 884] the emperor ordered an an-

ncemernt to all the oflicials. ‘ ‘ N .
o The vice president of the Imperial Secretariat and chief minisler Wei

Chao-tu B (d. 894),'®® the vice-president of the Board of Finance and
an- . )

. . sl
chief minister Hsiao Kou H§3# (d. 887),' the vice-president Oxfxt}hi In;ze:;t
Chancellery and chiel minister Cheng T"ien MBBI (325-883),'” the deputy

_h : bave, and Du
183 See des Rotours, Traité des fonctionnaires, pp. 4, 131. On Ch'en, sce n. 7, abo
; . . t, ]
G“mg‘(‘:”f- the phrase “When Kao-tsu inherited the register & and rccewed]iihﬁ }:T]::o ) ):'f
G4 t x
1f ed w;thcavenu." in Chang Heng's 3R{# {78-193) Eastcrr;y xf}:;::g:iﬁ By
{'33_[!} Ggrlhing fu"- BB, in Hsiao T'ung BEK {501-531), comp.,
ung- -,
39 s . im™ in i
Chl-ls:g;'}‘j'ua;’ﬁ; ?:‘;T:c}l %;E.ai?in HYSC “eternally” 7K ) matches the term “in the interim™ in the
I in 7.

Sec?;]dxl;?;flgo-;ﬂ'}z %ge;‘ITSC and CTWhoth emend this rcaf:lin]g. der Li Keo-yung B
167 Ch'ang-an had already been recaptl.treddl:;‘):;;c Sha;; )(1)‘ o

s ook, See C;E;CQB, " 71;;;‘; q:"g CL TCIE 254, p. 8245- ' ;
l:: (SJ;HDZS(QT‘HSJ:: Qt?;g’ a;:;l). PpP- 52 15 —4 5’ E .. The prominent statesman was now serving under

Ch‘len Ching~hsiia.n‘,gpre‘sident of the Imperial Chancellery.
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censor Chang Tu W, and the president of the Court of Imperial Clan
affairs Wang Kuei-nien EHEF submitted 2 congratulatory memorial:

We humbly consider: The rustics banded together (that is, Huang

Ch’ao rebelled), and the imperial retinue proceeded on a tour of

inspection. “When heaven-inflicted calamities prevail, royal houses

suffer them in turn.”'72 Your Majesty has bestowed a T’ang-the-

Victorious decree, taking the blame upon yourself [18a],'” and has

levied the troops for the true prince’s campaign. The evil is about to be

extirpated. The [impending] pacification has already become evident

through the auspicious omen. Divine assistance B{B'"* was thus per-

ceived in the mysterious writing. The bestowal of the red bird holding

2 letter in its beak — how can thal match [the present manifestation of]

the Most High?'”* The good forlune of the appearance of the dark

tortoise bearing the kza %f symbols (the Eight Trigrams) on its back —

it can scarcely compare with the present pacification of turmoilt'®

Furtherntore, the supernatural occurrence of the portent of the auspi-

7t An official of this name is listed in HTS72C, p. 2701,

172 A quotation from To-chuan I (Hsi 13} see Yang Pa-chiin B1E88, od.,, Chun-chiu
Tio-chuan chu Pk I- M7= (Peking: Chung-hua, 1g81), P- 345.

12 T'ang-the-Victorious: alter the founder’s viclory (1766 Bc ) and replacement of the old
altar to the soil god of the vanquished Hsia, the land suffered a great drought. T'ang prayed
in the Mulberry Grove Fx§k, haly place of the Shang: “II'l am to blame, Iet not the people
suffer the punishment; if they are at fault, let me take their punishment upon mysell. May my

self as a sacrificial victim. Thus he prayed for
the blessings of the Most High (i.e. the Heavenly Mandate) - the people rejoiced and rain
fell in abundance, Sec Granet, Danses ¢t ligendss, PP- 15056, and Sarah Allan, “Drought,
Human Sacrifice, and the Mandate of Heaven in a Lost T ext fram the Shang Shu,” B504S
47 {1984), pp. 523-39.

i7¢ An expression from Chou-i T B (sect. “Shuo-kua HE" 1; sce Shin
+=85 {Pekjng: Chuin
in 1816}, pp. gga-b. )

75 Mo-tzu BB “A red bird flew down to the altar 1o the Soil God of the Chou at Ch,
bearing in its beak a jade tablet with the inscription: *Heaven commands K King Wen of
Chou to attack Yin 2nd to possess the land;™ sce Sun Ljang BEEEHH, annot,, Mo-tzu chien-hu
&;ﬂﬂ% (Peking: Chung-hua, 1986} 5, p. 139; see also Scidel, “Imperial Treasures,” Pp-
299-99.

178 A combinalion or variant of the Han legends according to which 1} the River Chart
{Ao-t'u T, revealed by a dragon-horse that came from the Yellow River inspired Fu Hsj
to create the Eight Trigrams, and 2} the Lo Writing { &-shu #W®) was revealed to Ta Yi on
the back of a tortoise emerging from the River Lo and inspired him to write the Great
Undertaking {(“Hung-fan HE#™ treatise on the Five Phases in the fook of Documents. Both

were heaven-bestowed “dynastic treasures” or manifosts of legitimacy; see Seidel, “Imperial
Treasures,” p. g0a.

-san ching chu-shu
g-hua, 1980; rpt. of the Sung edn. published by Juan Yiian BT
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- i i the occasion of the imperial
i low that hovered in the air on : ;
?:r‘:i:l;y’gs celebration of a Retreat [and Offering] cught to be considered

as further exhortation.

3 7
The commissioner of privy affairs Li Shun-jung $]l§_ﬁ$,1 t }?n]d ;(1::
mmissioner in command of the military groups [ccfmpnsmg /—;& .
fmies and Twelve Guards [of the militia], T’l?l’l Ling-1zu H .
8;3),”" [also] submitted a memerial of congratulation:

Today vour kinsman 17 has come to the temple of the immor;lal
a . .
(tl(je I{Izﬁan-chung kuan). Thanks to his perfect smcentyalgd%f l:
i ici en suddenly revealed itself.
attained [his ritual goal, an auspicious om veal
Thi:uled [;ow on this occasion was [like] the purple ema.na.t:o? ([ltl;at
announced] His former crossing of the Pass. Now whenllhedpllte V[;
earth was excavated, an ancient script was indeed obla;n; .“hg:en
d on the side of the “hi
i that power has been unleashe e :
;:;zeo?lieﬁﬁﬂiﬁ {I;eferring te Hsi-lsung’s period of “low proﬁl(;ﬁ in ex:lel
ification of the hsiao & and ching & monster
made known the pacification o  ching .
i ities of parricide and matricide in mytholog
(referring to the monstrosities o A
d mother of the people}, gr
the emperor was the father an : Y
i i f heaven]. Already now
i inated the mysterious workings [o .
]l\l,rlil:sl:l;?gi has grazled pacification of the turmoils and ann[m;r:)cles that
i That this blessing [18b] came
the Chung-ho era will forever prosper. ame
i stor [Lao-tzu]. The retri
to light is entirely thanks to Lhe sage ance : .
bO Iegxcavation proceeded from an offering presented by an 1:11‘pegla:
cl);.nmnan. This supernatural relic (#%; lit. “trace™) is ﬁt}o expha.m the
intention of heaven. As for the Sage Anceslor Hun-yu?n, w en{t?Ents
great hardship is encountered, he unfailingly let extraordl?a.rytﬁor e
i i ted in detail in the stan-
. Clear evidence to that effect is repor tan
:T::iislories. Formerly, above the Tan-feng Gate, the empire’s

r cTw . 14b. ‘ | o i
zsﬁ ostg?ghﬁe;?ial eunuch during the reign of Hfu‘tsung,ﬁgiog:n (;11-11 Eisffo {e ?n ;:}?e
17 22 ea;nd HTS 208, pp. 5884-89. Sce also D Guam;,nnng,dpl:'..l.ta r;- o‘rganizmon o the
e of ! . f oxile; on T’ien's title here an milita -
cll:oicel lzr:i: ??’:S‘u;o“ppltagg 50[trans. des Rotours, Traité des fo;ct::n}:_ag;; PI;S?,;?% L
iy inked i ion," i e [rom the Book g 3 _
- Litelallj)';‘ :}:?: cigo-fgs?aflc:;fn;;. :‘2‘7‘;‘“_'15[10 connecting, fort.il;l‘ed ‘;2 walls symbolize
. Ch'un- , .
(?:;Z?c).; of the prince by his ascendants and descendants down to Lao-
P
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restoration was announced (o Tien T
: T’ung-hsiy b he gi
Celestial Treasure (Lien-pao; see item g9, abive) No):v tLhe B o e
of Your Majesty’s i .h’ang_ a:)g::: !?ews
- een
"yang Markel. There can only be

rejoicing throughoul the empire. 1 |
tion to the Office of Historiography. urgently request a communjca.

The emperor consented to all of this.

On the fifteenth day [of the ninth month of Chung-ho 3] (Oc-

Ppeinted collator to the heir-apparent. L;

U-wei was bestowed the purple [robe]. In addilion, each was granted 300

bolts of fine silk,

On the twenty-first day (October 25, 883) it was lurther decreed: #
;I:-]e Mzsthigh Emperor Hsitan-yizan (T’ai—shang hstian-yiian ta-;)
pounded the True Scripture (chen-ching BL4E- the Tao-te chen-ching)
;i];;zinlthsvplalf?rm ‘of Lou-kuan Temple (item 22, above} Ig héi,s
]aterpnfe t'en-sh:h }I:suz;;sheng (XIES4E: Yin Hsi} and appointed &
¢ meeting at the 'ing-yang Market. Th i
carriage, they both entered the desert. T mouning a cloud
. Hag:ography filiZZ hands down the tradition and
illustrate the record. Since [the rej ‘
(966-948 BC) to (his [19a] day,
Forsaken is the appearance of the
[temple’s) foundations.

. maps Hi @
8nt of king] Chao of the Chou

some 2,000 years havye elapsed.
scene; desolate the ruing of the
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ly; the cause of Lhe restoralion will shine forever. Let bamboo slips
[recording (he event] be transmitled {lo posterity], and let it also be
proclaimed throughout the realm. [An account] has already been con-
veyed to the Office of Historiography. [Iis officials] are under order to
prepare Lhe record. Now the text shall be copied and proclaimed in all
the provinces and before the army.

The temple is renamed CR'ing-yang kung {originatly named
Hstian-chung kuan; see above, October g, 88g). New structures and
halls shall be erected. It is ruled that two ck’ing (32.6 acres) of neigh-
boring land shall belong Lo the temple. In recent times [its land] has
been.dispersed and come into the possession of commoners ZEH- who
have planied quantities of onions and garlic.'"™ In a place of purity
and spirituality one can hardly tolerate pervading cooking odors. %
Two hundred strings of cash B have already been granted, and it has
been ordered lo redeem the land against an indemnity $(8.'* Iiis
further provided that a public title-deed Z3E& {rgb] be restituted to
the Calm Hermitage {ching-tu Y5, thal is, “sacred site”} in perpeluity.

The imperial clansman T°e-li has already been appoinled to
office, and the Taoist master Li Wu-wei has been bestowed the purple.
Those worthy of promotion or reward have been shown our gratitude
on the occasion of this [elicilous miracle.

As for [Ch’en] Ching-hsiian, his position ranks above the kung -

122 These pungent, hence impure, vegetables were olfensive to the gods (ef. Tu, Tao-chiao
ling-yen chi 10, pp. 61> 8a) and fell under ritual and dietary interdictions. Sce precept no.to in
Lao-chiin shuo i-pai pa-shik chich EBH—EN+K {3d c.?}, in Tai-shang Lao-chiin ching i
A LEEFER (T, fasc. 562, no. 786), pp. 2a~12b.

183 Hriin-cheng FHE, lit, to steam food, ctc., using [ragrant smoke. Here it seems o mean
“evaporation” X H and the spreading of cooking odors. On the profanation of monasteries
by impure surroundings {living quarters, markets, butchers, wine shaps, etc.) as a Buddhist
topos, see Gernet, Buddhism in Chinese Soeiety, p- 256; sce also the Japanese monk Ennin’s Il
1= {793-86.4) observation concerning leoks on temple grounds, Edwin Reischauer, trans.,
Linnin’s Diary: The Record of a Pilgrimage lo China in Seasch of the Law (New York: Ronald Press,
1955), pp. 259-60. '

+ A legal term for redeeming a person from punishment or exile on the grounds of age,
illness, elc. Sec Chang-sun Wu-chi EHEED et al, comps., Pang i shu-i PFERHTE {653;
Peking, Chung-hua: 1983) 2, esp. pp. 34-38. Here the misappropriated land is received back
from alienation against a2 compensalion.
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tai 23E [constellation], s and his [moral]
throughout our commanderies and princi
integrity on behalf of the dynasty of largess.
the land of the Way and its Power. Hence it
down of weapons within (he realm and
Treasure within the soil be re
prajse_”m’;'

influence F{Ties extends
palities. He exerts mora]
He cullivates his mind in
is ordered that the laying
the materialization of a
garded as happy events doubly worthy of

On the seventh of the tenth monih [of Chung ho 3] (November 1o,
883) it was decreed that His Eminence Kuo Tsun-t’a; Ty supervise the
construction of the Ch’ing-yang Palace.'™® The entire outlay for the con.
struction work was provided by the Palace Treasury.

Between the date of the discover
883] and the Auei-ch'on day of this mo
rebellions in Shu were put down and crushed one by one.” Within a
period of ten months,!® pacification had been achieved. The imperial
entourage visited the Ch'ing-yang Palace and rewards were issued and
commissions awarded. Li T'e-li was beslowed the crimson [robe] and
appointed clerk-administrator {lu-shih ts'an-chim BREZE) of Lung-chou
prefecture {modern Ping-wu, Szechwan). It was further decreed:

y of the divine portent {October 3,
nth {November 23, 883], the recent

The Most High has bestowed an aus

picious portent. Ch'ing-yang has
responded with an apparition. It is f;

t for [places of] ritual to be rever-

185 Referring to “the Three Dukes” (san-kung =423}, See Twitchett, “Late T’ang Political
Life," p. 46: “in normai limes reserved for unusually eminent stalesmen at the end of their
careers... entailed no achuzl duties, and its incumbent had no exccutive power.”

186 An allusion to Analects X[1/; 9: “Where the wind passes, the grass bends,” referring to
the moral influence of the Conlucian gentleman that holds sway over others by virtue of its
inherent authority, See Yang Po-chiin, ed., Lun-yii i-chi MyEY {Peking: Chung-hua,
1980}, p. 129. :

%7 Compare text of decree in CTW 87, pp. 10a~b. For the verdict on Ch'en Ching-hstian
after his assassination in 893, see D Guangling, p. 145.

198 See Chang Yiian-ho RITH, “CRing-yang kung chicn-chih yian-liv” 8320 5 e
B, Tao-hsich hui-h'zn EEReR 19 (1986}, p. 7.

1% Following the variant chun B for chin B in HYSC The author is referting to the
widespread banditry in Hsi-ch'uan during this period (see Twitchett, ed., Cambridee History
3-1, PP 749-50). The large-scale uprising of gli'ien Neng BEBF in 882 (sce Tt €254, p.
8263, 1o 255, p. 8282) had been put down the previous year. Insecurity in the region
between Ch'eng-tu and Ch'ang-an had been the main impediment ta the court’s early return
to the capital; see Dy Guangting, pp. g6-g7.

10 HYSC has the variant “days.”

I50

TAQIST RESTORATION OF THE 1'ANCGC

ently adorned. Thus We reciprocate this exlraor.dinar)/ gO_Od l'cartl.me::'i
The Tzu-chi kung S8 = lemple in each prolvmce, preflecture, ant
superior prefecture'”! shall [20a] appoinl a senior officer to carr)"iout
the restorations according to regulations ar\xd, futthermore, selec
Taoist masters qualified to conducl rituals FEHEZ i+ to prepare a
chiao Offering.

On the i-mao day of that month {November 23, 883) il was Tnerrtl—
orialized that the recapture ol the capilal alforded an oppurt;mtga(;
proclaim thal the greal Tao had granted good (ortune, lha;kl- e ﬁ%]
ancestor had manilesled his support, and thal the Qreal Und:rl ﬁongm,e;“)
{a reference to Ta Yii’s lreatise on the Five Phases in the Book of Docu
WOUI(;tlaStarsor:u\;i;er decreed thal the Han-lin chiel academician, vif:e
pl’f.'sidel':r of the Board of War, Department of State .Affairs, an}c: ofl[;c:;r:
charge of decrees and proclamations Yi.iehvl:eng—kuel L2AR 4R shou
pose a stele inscriplion and have it erecled. *

Tu Kuang-t'ing’s Postscript

We humbly request Lhat this be proclaimed througho%.th.e r.;?nlr:.l;:
lestify that the Imperial House continues the progeny ,0[ the fvu*:ie nmor
tal {#8{)lI; that is, Lord Lao; see item 16, above} having receive af. .tspten
natural token from the Most High conflirming the boundlessness of i

thousand generations. . o
Yourgservant has now ascertained Lhat since the beginning of the

empire temple constructions [al the imperial behest] amounte((:l) ;{:3 5-,15:2:&
what over 1,g900; ordinations of Tacist masters to ov;er 15.,,gom.mrm-)m.rs
cases where princes and princesses, cr.)urtie.rs, and scholars an commoners
ded residences and manors to make them into temples are not in

et These temples were imperial l'uundallifms l'l:()m the rlmgn_?cf grspt.‘l{aé;ts;n{gl,a-see Dy
Cuangting, p. 47. Lor lhe present decree ordering their restoration, sce Huan [’ rovince: ie.
l‘!urizg'I'Ir:lgi’:e “Stele Inscription for the Ch'ing-yang kung Temple in Hisi-c. :.1. P i-ming,“ =
Western Chien-nan|” has been preserved: titled “Hsi-ch'uan (?h ln_g—)_(ang.g il‘::% E‘c i N
58 2% (88.; 7T, fasc. 6og, no. gby). The toxt of 'Ehe inscriplion I.C} : Cphin dby e
“l#i-‘%b Yiich {23b-142) and a dispatch by the mililary governor Ch c(:%( ﬁb)_ wn
(see above) rning the emplacement ol the stele in the templf} precinct C15(24 e
Ehse: ?:((:)rttel}tln::g:fcof Ygiieh en route to Ch'eng-tu and his rapid rise in the makes
i i ting, p. 72. ‘
burlilﬁ?f:i-&:fﬂg;;esnut:ec ;::sgentgtc[:(t,?yields some 1,250 temples and 21,000 priests.
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this number. Thus it is impossible to narrate the [ullness of merit acquired
by the rulers from antiquity down to our own dynasty [20b].

Your servant Tu Kuang-ting, redactor at the imperial behest EE
i#l, Grand Master Disseminator of the Doctrine ( kung-chiao ta-shih Zh#A
B}, conferee of the Purple and Taoist priest at the Great Clarity Temp[e
{T’ai-ch’ing kung) in the Superior Capital {Ch’ang-an), presents his respect-
ful record on the fifteenth day of the twelfth month of the year Chung-ho
4 { January 4, 885).

EPILOGUE

Here ends Tu Kuang-t'ing’s memorial. A few weeks later, on February
11, 885, the court-in-exile took 1o the road for Ch’ang-an, reaching the
Superior Capital on March 31, 885.'"* Four years of pillaging under
Successive occupations had meanwhile reduced the greal metropolis and
symbol of T’ang power and civilization to ruins. Despite Hsi-tsung’s efforts
to rebuild the cily, its demise Proved as irreversible as (hat of the dynasty
itself. On February 2, 886, following a failed altempt to impose the caurt’s
fiscal authority on the military governor of nearby Ho-chung, Wang
Ch’ung-jung (see item 30, above), the emperor abandoned the capital
once again. This time the court fled before the approaching army of Li
Ko-yung Z=5H (856-g08), the leader of the Sha-Co ¥/ Turks and
temporary ally of Wang. After nearly two more years of exile at Hsing-yiian
(Han-chung) and Feng-hsiang (Shensi), Hsi-tsung briefly regained Ch’ang-
an on April 6, 888. There he died, aged twenty-seven, on April 20 of the
same year, 1%

1 See TCTC 256, p. 8319 (departurc); TCTC 248, - 8320, CI81gB, p. 720, and HIE g, p.
276 (arrival), :

1% On the court’s return 1o Chang-an and second exile, sce Dy Guangting, pp. rog-12.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

CcTSs Chiu Tang shu WES

cCTwW Chiian Tang wen R ) ~

Du Guangting  Verellen, Du Guangting (850-g33): Taoiste de cour & la fin de
la Chine médidvale

HTS Hisin Tang shu FEEH o
HYS¢C Hsich Shou-hao SH<F#H, Him_-y}z'ian J&erz,g:-chi BTEEE
T Taisha shinshii daizakye K IEH1E R RELE

ICTC Tzu-chih Uung-tien B IRIHE

TFYK Is'e-fu yiian-kuei ¥ 70 &

THY Tang hui-yao FHEHE

Ir Cheng-t'ung Tao-tsang 1E B 7%
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