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Abstract

This abstract harness a current Phd research studying alternative experiments within public
spaces development projects, in three european cities, Nantes, Lille (Roubaix-Tourcoing-Wattrelos) and
Brussels (Molenbeek-St Jean). These upstream actions take place directly on sites which are going to be
renewed. They combine spatial and social prefigurations, inhabitants involvment devices and temporary
occupations. We observe what we call institutional experiments, as the purpose was to focus on
institutionalization of generally speaking alternative approaches, previously mainly initiated by civil
society, and turning into real public policies (Pradel 2012, Paquot 2012). The research deals with the
tensions between institutionalized participation and informal practices, and we assume that it is judicious
to observe public policies and civil society mobilizations altogether (Neveu 2011, Rui & Villechaise-
Dupont 2006, Bacqué 2006, Carlier 2011, Goirand 2013, Hatzfeld 2011). What is interesting is what it
reveals of the roles played by these alternative practices when seized by public stakeholders and if they
produces a transformative impact on urban fabric or not.

The notion of institutionalization is here linked to the transformative potential of alternatives turning into
routine (Cefai 2007), and not so much seen as an obvious neutralisation of critical aspects. The notion of
experimentation is used in its political sense (Dewey 2003), but also as a mode of action and knowledge
(Barthe 2009), and in the more commonly speaking sense in public policies, that means leading a small
scale and time framed experiment conducted in order to test its reproductibilty potential at a larger scale
and in different settings.

We decided : to observe institutionalization and experimentation dynamics simultaneously amongst
institutional actors and non-institutional actors ; to observe institutionalization dynamics as well as
misappropriation and hijacking dynamics of these institutional devices by non-institutional actors ; and
also to carefully observe the impacts of these experiments, included the failed ones, whether they are
related to the main issues of public space development or to other fields.

The challenge is to combine a critical and a pragmatist approach, working mainly from empirical case
studies and ethnographic surveys, and to always wonder about the observation scale (for the researcher :
which balance between observing and describing small stories and local resistances and revealing large
societal trends ?) and about the action scale (which possibilities for local action in the globalized context
7) (Devisme, Dumont & Roy 2006).



For this paper we’ll cross two case studies, an inhabitant involvment device in the Tle-de-Nantes
and a temporary occupation of a future public space in Brussels, along the canal in Molenbeek. We'll give
priority to description, contextualisation and analysis of these practical cases, in order to debate two
research questions, which are only mentioned here and will be deepened along the paper writing through
the field work still going on.

First, we want to analyse in detail institutionalization and experimentation dynamics which really differ
between the two fields :

* in Brussels: from a first draft not clearly framed, we yet observe how the alternative model of
temporary occupation is spread amongst public policies through its reappropriation by numerous
institutionals actors, and even how it is about to become a specific tool and entering the routine
action of public space development.

* in Nantes : we followed the internal preparation of a program thought as an experimentation and
which is now going to be tested out on the field.

Secondly the aim is to benefit from the session topic to redefine these alternatives ways of refitting public
spaces, examine how they interact with urban neoliberalism, and question their critical and
transformative capacities (Harvey 2011, Béal & Rousseau 2014, Rousseau & Béal 2015, Kebtowski & Van
Criekingen 2014). Some researches show convergences between forms of citizen self-management of
public spaces and urban neoliberalism, more specifically through the multiplication of « established
counter-powers » (Gatta 2014). Some researches show how alternatives spread as fast as neoliberal
models and how rapidly dominants trends embedded them, in case of tactical urbanism (Lydon 2011,
Douay & Prévot 2016) or squat movements (Pattaroni 2011) for instance. But some researches also show
that some other and yet fruitful alternatives exist (Paquot 2012, GRAC 2010), which can be
« oppositional » and « instituting » at the same time (Nicolas le Strat 2016), and our field work confirms
this critical and transformative potential through several aspects :
* in Brussels, the institutional devices have been seized by civil society to gain more negotiating

strength in the power balance in front of private actors, through physical use and sites occupation

(Ripoll 2008) and through collective organisation as a third party besides public actors ;

moreover, institutional actors tend to adopt, facing the civil society, a role of support and

« following » (giving spaces, let the possibility of...) more than a role of framing and supervising.

* in Nantes, the experiment is an institutional attempt to transform public action from the inside,

more specifically an attempt to rectify, to compensate, and balance the importance and

domination of large urban marketing policies that tend to turn the city into a public policies

« showroom » (Matthey 2014); it is interesting to observe this attempt, led by individuals within

the institutions, trying to give more space and value to small stories and projects, to the inhabited

city and local level.

Bibliography

Bacqué, M-H. (2006). Action collective, institutionnalisation et contre-pouvoir : action associative et communautaire a Paris et a
Montréal. Espaces et Sociétés (123), 69-84.

Barthe, Y., Linhardt, D. (2009). L ‘experimentation : un autre agir politique. CSI, WORKING PAPERS SERIES

Béal, V., Rousseau, M. (2014). « Alterpolitiques! », Métropoles [En ligne], 15 | 2014, mis en ligne le 15 décembre 2014, consulté le 01
septembre 2016.

Boltanski L., Chiapello E. (1999). Le Nouvel Esprit du Capitalisme, Gallimard, Paris.

Carlier, L., (2011). « De la contestation au compromis : quelle critique dans les mobilisations urbaines a Bruxelles ? » Mouvements, 65.
Cefai, D. (2007). Pourquoi se mobilise-t-on ? Les théories de l'action collective. Paris : la Découverte.

Collectif, 2015, « Urbanisme et luttes urbaines. 41 ans et alors ? », Bruxelles en mouvement, n°274.

Dewey, J. (2003). Le Public et ses problémes. Paris : Folio.

Devisme, L., Dumont, M. et Roy, E. (2006). « Le jeu des “bonnes pratiques” dans les opérations urbaines : entre normes et fabrique
locale », Espaces et Sociétés, n° 131, p. 15-31.

Douay, N., Prévot, M. (2016). « Circulation d'un modéle urbain "alternatif” ? », EchoGéo [En ligne], 36 | 2016, mis en ligne le 30 juin
2016, consulté le 04 septembre 2016.

Gatta, F. (2014). (Contre)pouvoirs urbains ? : une critique des dispositifs non-institutionnels de 'aménagement urbain dans les
transformations du Nord-Est de la métropole parisienne. Thése de doctorat, ED 395 MCSPP - Université Paris Ouest Nanterre La
Défense

Goirand C,, (2013). « Participation institutionnalisée et action collective contestataire », Revue internationale de politique comparée,
2013/4, vol. 20, p. 7-28.



GRAC, Groupe Recherche Action, (2010). Expériences marginales et expériences instituées de participation politique a I'épreuve des
projets de rénovation urbaine dans trois pays : Catalogne, France et Québec, Rapport final pour le PUCA (Plan Urbanisme,
Construction, Architecture)

Harvey, D. (2011). Le capitalisme contre le droit a la ville. Néolibéralisme, urbanisation, résistances. Paris : Editions Amsterdam.
Hatzfeld, H. (2011). « De 'autogestion a la démocratie participative : des contributions pour renouveler la démocratie », in Bacqué
M.-H., Sintomer Y. (dir.), La démocratie participative, Paris, La Découverte.

Hou ], (2010). Insurgent Public Space : Guerrilla Urbanism and the Re-Making of Contemporary Cities. New York, Routledge

Janin, C., Andres, L. (2008). « Les friches : espaces en marge ou marge de manceuvre pour l'aménagement des territoires ? » Annales
de Géographie (66) 62-81.

Krasny, E. (2012). Hands-on urbanism : 1850-2012, the right to green. Hong Kong : MCCM creations.

Laval, C., Dardot, P. (2014). Commun. Essai sur la révolution au XXIe siécle. Paris : La Découverte.

Lemaire, ]. (2014). Lieux, biens, liens communs. Emergence d'une grammaire participative en architecture et en urbanisme 1904- 1968.
Bruxelles : Editions Universitaires de Bruxelles.

Lerner, J. (2007). Acupuncture urbaine. Paris, L'Harmattan, coll. Villes et entreprises.

Lydon, M. (2011). Tactical Urbanism, Short-Term Action, Long-Term Change. Vol. 1. New York, The Street Plans Collaborative.
Matthey, L. (2014). « L'urbanisme qui vient », Cybergeo : European Journal of Geography [En ligne], Débats,

Les valeurs de la ville, mis en ligne le 08 décembre 2014, consulté le 09 décembre 2014.

Neveu, C. (2011). « Démocratie participative et mouvements sociaux : entre domestication et ensauvagement ? » Participations (1),
186-20.

Nicolas-Le Strat, P. (2007). Expérimentations politiques. Paris : Fulenn.

Nicolas-Le Strat, P. (2016)., « Le commun oppositionnel », Variations [En ligne], 19 | 2016, mis en ligne le 06 avril 2016, consulté le
27 aolt 2016.

Paquot, T., Masson-Zanussi, Y., Stathopoulos, M. (eds), (2012). Alterarchitectures Manifesto, Observatoire des processus architecturaux
et urbains innovants en Europe. Publié dans le cadre de la 13éme biennale d'architecture de Venise.

Pattaroni, L. (2011). « Le nouvel esprit de la ville. Les luttes urbaines sont-elles recyclables dans le « développement urbain durable »
?», Mouvements 2011/1 (n°65), p. 43-56.

Pinson, G. (2009). Gouverner la ville par projet : urbanisme et gouvernance des villes européennes, Paris, Les presses de Sciences Po.
Pradel, B. (2012). L'urbanisme temporaire : signifier les « espaces-enjeux » pour réédifier la ville. in. Bonny, Y., Ollirault, S., Keerle, R.,
Le Caro, Y., (dir.) Espaces de vie, espaces-enjeux : entre investissements ordinaires et mobilisations politiques. Rennes : Presses
Universitaires de Rennes, coll. Géographie Sociale, pp. 245-257

Ripoll, F. (2008). « Espaces et stratégies de résistance : répertoires d'action collective dans la France contemporaine », Espaces et
sociétés, 2008/3 n° 134, p. 83-97.

Rousseau, M., Béal, V. (2015). « Alterpolitiques! 2 », Métropoles [En ligne], 17 | 2015, mis en ligne le 15 décembre 2015, consulté le 15
septembre 2016.

Rui, S., Villechaise-Dupont, A., (2006). « Les associations face a la participation institutionnalisée : les ressorts d'une adhésion
distanciée. », Espaces et sociétés 1/2006 (no 123), p. 21-36.

Kebtowski, W., Van Criekingen, M. (2014). « How “alternative” alternative urban policies really are? », Métropoles [En ligne], 15 |
2014, mis en ligne le 15 décembre 2014, consulté le 11 septembre 2016.



