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CHAPTER XII
THE PERMANENT#*
“\(‘ visit to Katsura had been well prepared. ()u kind host in Kyoto had
et

1 the authorities of our particular app:
r them to permit an easy access

s i« 5
thing at leisure. He had also obtained the permission for us to by
by Mr. Ueno a Japanese architect from whom not only 1 had obtained especially
valuable enlightenment as to the spirit of ancient things, but with whom also [

was on the friendliest personal terms, The pains Mr. Shimomura took to obtain

the entrance permission for Mr. Ueno put me all the more under an obligation
to him as, strangely enough, access to the ancient splendours of their own culture

is made more difficult for the Japanese themsclves than for foreigners,
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On returning to the palace from here, we made our way towards the residential
wing. But no Japanese garden-art was scen here any more. There was a large plot
of grass planted with trees, which had first been designed as an archery court,
and then an open space extending up to the house. It was of the same natural-
ness as all over the world. The garden-art on the way to the tea-house began
in a philosophic frame of mind, further on it changed to a graceful park and here,
where everyday life took its course, where from the window the eye roamed over
the open, art ceased altogether.

I mean, of course, that the special motives of Japanese garden-art were lacking.
The stone path lining the azalea-hedge, the stones embedded in moss and placed
in a straight line, and also the stone border near the house, were really of modern
delicacy. One could only wish that Japanese architects might imitate this exactly,
instead of trying to copy intensely delicate and inimitable things. There was a
border of straight stone slabs scparating the moss from the grass. Then came a
layer of round pebbles, which caught the water dripping from the eaves, and from
there a gravel-path leading up to the house,

Where lay the mystery of the garden? Its shape had been produced quite
naturally by the purposes to be fulfilled. In the regions used for the needs of
daily life the only traces of refinement were plainly utilitarian. The particular
atmosphere of the garden, rooted in Zen philosophy, created new forms on the
path to the tea-house where the mind was concentrated on harmony. But to the
first view, from that point at the entrance gate where one could glance across the
garden, and also from that idyllic bridge next to the cascade, the garden revealed
nothing that in its philosophical elements was unsuitable to the outer world.
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