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Introduction 

    

 

Research framework and challenges 

Thoughts in the framework of a thesis on 

worlds of vegetable and market gardening 

(Guillemin, 2020) and an observation of 

agricultural transitions (Bermond et al., 2019). 

 

 

The socio-economic profile of the resident 

populations and their proximity to the city do 

not exhaust the explanation of geography of 

agricultural transitions. 

 

The paper proposes investigating the remote 

urban influence and the role of secondary 

residents in the local emergence of 

agricultural transitions. 

 

An empirical and systemic approach, rather 

qualitative and large-scaled. 



Introduction 

    

 

Ground surveys: two micro-basins for market gardening 

in Lower Normandy 



Introduction 

    

 

Ground surveys and analytical framework 

A comparison of contrasting cases: 

 

Question: how do these agricultural systems reshape themselves in the context of new 

interdependencies between the Île-de-France and its hinterland (Suchet, 2017) ? 

 

Analytical framework :  

- the analysis grid of the social construction of the agricultural production 

(micro)basins based 16 factors (Sarrazin, 2016) 

 

- systemic analysis (Auriac and Durand-Dastès, 1981) 

 

- ... of productive-residential contexts (Rieutort et al., 2018) 

 

 

Micro-basin for market 
gardening 

Agricultural history Tourism context 
Rate of second homes in 
the Ile-de-France region 

Lingreville 
Former integrated coastal 

vegetable production basin 

Seaside resort between 
Granville and Barneville-

Carteret 
High  

Perche Ornais  

Mixed crop-livestock 
cultivation trays with no 
major market gardening 

tradition 

Green tourism in the 
Perche Regional Natural 

Park (PNR) 
Low 



1. Methodological approach 

Searching for relevant information through press review 

OF, 25/05/2015. 
OF, 12/08/2015. 

 

 

341 analysed for 114 registered farms 

 

 

 

OF, 02/08/2017. 

OF, 19/03/2016. 



 

1. Methodological approach 

 

The small organic market gardening boom at the end of the 2000s and in the 2010s 

Searching for relevant information through press review 



1. Methodological approach 

Data base 

Classification 

Cartography 

Searching for relevant information through press review 

Vegetable growing facilities since 2010 



1. Methodological approach 

    

 

PG, 07/2019. 

An understanding based on field survey and analysis of entrepreneurial data 

The field survey 

- Lingreville: repeated 

ethnographic immersion and 3 

interviews (one market gardener 

and two craftswomen) ; 

 

- Perche ornais: direct observations 

derived from meetings with 

elected officials and a mission 

leader of the regional natural 

park 

 

Business data  

- Agricultural collectives supplying 

the Île-de-France region 

 

- 5 participative financing 

platforms 

 

- Private data from a crowdfunding 

campaign launched by a 

producer in the Perche region 

 

 



2. Results 

    

 

PG, 07/2017. 

2.1. The reconversion of a vegetable production basin into a food-processing site 

Source: Ozé platform crowdfunding project 

Source: Capture of a promotional video from the Normandy Chamber of Agriculture 



Crop and agro-ecological diversification of 
market gardening in Lingreville 

• Years 1980-2000: the historic market gardeners 
resist through diversifying outdoor and greenhouse 
summer crops. 

• 2008: development of continuing education in 
organic market gardening in Coutances. 

• 2009-2011: creation of an agricultural test area, 
research and development centre (Biopousses) 

August 2018, Lingreville 

Photographs: P. Guillemin 

2. Results 

2.1. Reconversion of a vegetable production basin into a food-processing site 



Public support and organisation of organic market gardeners 

• 2014 : - Lingreville and the Vocational Adult Education Center of Coutances 
commissions a study on the future of the Lingreville-Annoville-Quettreville-
Bricqueville-sur-Mer basin 

                - the central kitchen in Coutances gets a vegetable section 

• 2016 : - the first « generations" create a mutual agricultural land grouping 
and mutualise crop rotation as well as commercial outlets 

• 2017 : - buyout by the organic and conventional market gardeners of 
Lingreville of the former building of the Agrial cooperative (crowdfunding, 
financial support from the municipality and the inter-municipality and 
LEADER) 

 -                  test of the Oz weed eradicator robot 

2. Results 

2.1. Reconversion d’un bassin légumier en déprise agroalimentaire 

OF, 19/03/2016. 



Structuring of an organic market gardening chain 

• 2015 : creation of the company Le goût des champs (processing 
of local organic vegetables into puree for babies) in 
Hudimesnil. 

• 2016 : creation of Herbalou, cooking of local organic vegetables 

 

2. Results 

2.1. Reconversion of a vegetable production basin into a food-processing site 

Photos: Autoclave of 

Le Goût des Champs 

P. Guillemin, 09/2017. 

Newspaper: photo 

 of Humanity 

posted  

on the Facebook of 

Herbalou  



2. Results 

    

 

PG, 07/2017. 

2.2. The emergence of an alternative micro-basin in line with the « accourus »  

Source: Episode 2 of Péripléties, influencer channel of campervan-drivers  

Source: Les Jardins de la Rue website 



Alternative facilities developed by the Espace-Test Agricole du Perche (ETAP) 

2. Results 

2.2. The emergence of an alternative micro-basin in line with the « accourus »  

• Saint-Cyr-la-Rosière (2009-AB) 

• La Chapelle-Montligeon (2012-AB) 

• Bazoches-sur-Hoëne (2012-
N&P/plural) 

• Bretoncelles (2015-AB) 

• Boquencé (2016-AB/candidate on 
the Confédération Paysanne list for 
the 2019 Chamber of Agriculture 
elections) 

• Moulicent (2016-AB) 

• Rémalard (2016-permaculture/pluri-
active) 

• Saint-Mars-de-Reno (2017-AB) 

• Réveillon (2018-Ferme d'Avenir 
created with J.-M. Fortier) 

• Marchainville (2018-Permaculture) 

• Prepotin (2020-AB) 

 

NB : AB means organic farm 

 

 

OF, 25/05/2015. 



2. Results 

2.2. The emergence of an alternative micro-basin in line with the « accourus »  

• Saint-Cyr-la-Rosière (2009-AB) 

• La Chapelle-Montligeon (2012-AB) 

• Bazoches-sur-Hoëne (2012-
N&P/plural) 

• Bretoncelles (2015-AB) 

• Boquencé (2016-AB/candidate on 
the Confédération Paysanne list for 
the 2019 Chamber of Agriculture 
elections) 

• Moulicent (2016-AB) 

• Rémalard (2016-permaculture/pluri-
active) 

• Saint-Mars-de-Reno (2017-AB) 

• Réveillon (2018-Ferme d'Avenir 
created with J.-M. Fortier) 

• Marchainville (2018-Permaculture) 

• Prepotin (2020-AB) 

 

• In 2014-2015, empowerment, 
diversification and Rhizome 
spreading (see map opposite). 

 

Alternative facilities developed by the Espace-Test Agricole du Perche (ETAP) 



2. Results 

2.2. The emergence of an alternative micro-basin adapted to the « accourus » 

The collective organisation Paris, prior to the Percheron Local Interest Market (MIL Perche) 

• In 2009, the peasant confederation organised the Collectif 
Percheron, to deliver the Francilienne residents 

• This commercial system is based on the sociability linked 
to second homes... 

• ... which in return stimulate short local supply chains and 
new market gardening facilities. 



2. Results 

2.2. The emergence of an alternative micro-basin adapted to the « accourus »  

Ex-francilians « neo-rurals » revisiting pluriactivity through market gardening 

« "Every Saturday morning (from 10 to 12.30 am), he sets up 

his stalls next to the bread oven in the village. A popular 

socialising place appreciated by the regulars. Among them, 

"many secondary residents." » 

 
Source: Jouvin E., Les légumes des Jardins de l'Églantine de retour à Saint-

Jouin-de-Blavou, Le Perche, 14/08/19. 

 

 

"Nicolas, ready to go after rows of beans, stops when he sees 

me coming in the middle of the courtyard of the Mill. […] 

Between Paris and Le Perche 

[...] A life full of responsibilities, encounters, opportunities and 

creativity. Graduate in graphic arts, he worked successively as 

an artistic director, a designer, a graphic designer, a project 

manager in event management, a photographer, a web 

designer etc. Working on both low- and high-budget projects 

[...] he [...] has for many years shared his time between the 

capital and his native region. » 

 

Source : blog of a bed and breakfast manager from la Perche 

http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/  

http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/
http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/
http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/
http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/
http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/
http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/
http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/
http://unweekenddansleperche.fr/jardin-potager-nicolas-verrier/


•  The  ETAP project is funded by the LEADER programme.  

•  In 2018, the Collectif Percheron received €8,700 from LEADER for the development of a logistics platform. 

•  The local interest market in Le Perche is 80% dependent on the EAFRD grants for its operations. 

•  Financing of the C'est dans le Perche campaign 

2. Results 

2.2. The emergence of an alternative micro-basin adapted to the « accourus »  

Between territorial marketing and effective public support, the role of the LEADER programme 

OF, 21/07/2016. 

Source : Captures des vidéos « C’est dans le Perche que ça se passe » 

 et « S’installer dans l’Orne » 



Productive-residential systems: alternative market gardening  

under the influence of the Ile-de-France 

 
3. Discussion 
 



Productive-residential systems: alternative market gardening  

under the influence of the Ile-de-France 

 
3. Discussion 
 

Lingreville Regional Natural Park of the Perche

1. Pedoclimatic specificity
Frost-protected sandy-silty cover of the coastal 

abrasion platform
Lack of homogeneity, variety of terroirs and landscapes

2. Socio-technical system 
Diversification of winter field crops with summer market 

gardening in greenhouses and open air;

Development of organic market gardening

Diversified organic market gardening and professional 

permaculture gardening (pluriactivity)

3. Employment system
Agricultural test area - mutualisation of crop rotation - 

BPREA organic market gardening trainees

ETAP*  - Rhizome* , Cooperative for agricultural activity 

and employment - Multiactivity

4. Technical support system Biopousses Rhizome*

5. Local market system
The Maison des Maraîchers , annual and summer coastal 

markets, catering, …

Local interest market Perche , local farmers' market, farmers' 

shop Le Chardon

6. Large-scale trading system
GIE* Bio Divers Cités  (Rouffigny) and Paysans et Fermiers 

Bio de Normandie  (Souleuvre-en-Bocage) - 
Percheron Collective*

7. Local political and administrative 

system

Communes of Lingreville and Annoville, Coutances Mer 

et Bocage intercommunality and Coutances Agricultural 

School

Municipality of Bretoncelles, inter-municipality "Cœur de 

Perche" and country and Regional Natural Park of the 

Perche - association Mortagne in transition

8. Banking-insurance system
Crowdfunding via the Ozé  online platform and GFA 

Mutuelle Parcelles et Ceux

ETAP  - Crowdfunding via the Miimosa  and Helloasso  online 

platforms 

9. Museographic space / /

10. Agritourism road / /

11. Trade fair / /

12. Professional promotional folk 

festival
/ Geveuse une fête* 

13. Social and professional identity
Video The market gardener's job  - The market gardeners' 

house 

Peasant agriculture paysanne - Perche Rose  agriculture 

group*

A. Social functions

Leadoral: the entrepreneurs; Organiser: the leaders; 

Entrepreneurial: Pascal Adam, Alain Lalos and Joël 

Labbé then Annick Briand & Thibaud Champin, Nolwen 

Le Calvé & Sébastien Villedieu and Laure Paris and 

Christophe Boisier; Orchestrator: Xavier Jacquet and 

Philippe Deshayes; Identity: the leaders and Xavier 

Jacquet

Leadoral: the entrepreneurs; Organiser: Camille Henry 

(Regional Natural Park) and Fantine Olivier; 

Entrepreneurial: Aurélien Asselin, Sarah Gilsoul & 

Emmanuel Godinot, Mickaël Jodocius-Ouf and Jade 

Fructus; Orchestrator: Camille Henry and Julien Kieffer 

(Rhizome); Identity: the entrepreneurs, Barnabé the grocer

B. B.	Professional leadership group Confédération Paysanne*  - Leaders and orchestrators
Confédération Paysanne*  - Aurélien Asselin - Sarah Gilsoul 

- Fantine Olivier* - Mickaël Jodocius-Ouf

C. C.	Innovative environment CFPPA de Coutances  et Biopousses PNR of the Perche  then Rhizome

NB : * = not specific to market gardening - Inspired by F. Sarrazin - Author: P. Guillemin, UMR ESO , 2019.



The invariants of these systems: 

• Historical role of the peasant 
confederation in the 
organisation of short distance 
marketing channels 

• Overcoming the boundaries 
between organic and 
conventional markets 
(growth coalition - Pinson, 
2005) 

• Structuring weight of EAFRD 
European funds 

• Importance of crowdfunding 

• New territoria-friendly 
policies 

Market garden micro-basins  

under the influence of the Ile-de-France: productive-residential systems 

 
Conclusion 
 

Lingreville: crop diversification and biological conversion of an integrated vegetable production basin in decline.  

Perch’s natural park: emergence of an alternative micro-basin in a campaign based on intensive polyculture-

livestock farming. 

 

Productive-residential systems (Rieutort et al., 2018) in transition, linked to the historicity of the 

tourist and residential links between the Île-de-France and its hinterland (Suchet, 2017). 

Thanks to Céline Quint (UCN) for the translation support. 



The development of Normandy market garden  
micro-basins under Ile-de-France influence 

Urban-rural relations in the face of the food issue 

Pierre Guillemin - Doctor of Geography  

Associate researcher at UMR 6590 Espaces et Sociétés  


