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Reorganising the structure of PACTOLS 

• An unconvincing first experience 

 

• The discovery of the BBT, a magic solution 
– Conceptual categories = New approach to collections 

– Limited number of levels = Simplicity and visibility model 

– Alignment with CIDOC-CRM = Opening to LOD 

– Scalable and collaborative 
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Using the BBT 
facets as a filter 

• By creating a temporary BBT tree with 
additional lower levels, named Pactols2 

• By distributing PACTOLS concepts in the 
BBT categories, field by field 

• By reorganising the contents 
systematically 

• By correcting structural inconsistencies 
and confusion of categories in the 
branches 

• By revising the entire vocabulary 
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The game of deconstruction / reconstruction, 
one example 

Death in PACTOLS 1  

● 1 specific file  
● 133 concepts  
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● Creation of additional levels  
● Redefinition of concepts  
● Updating and augmenting vocabulary 

(176) 
       Permanent checking by experts 

… and in PACTOLS v2 
 
BBT-Activities 

 BBT-Human interactions 

  pratiques funéraires 

  rituel funéraire 

BBT-intentional destructions 

 mort violente 

BBT-natural processes 

 BBT-geneses 

  mort (biologie) 

BBT-material things 

 BBT-mobile objects 

  contenants funéraires 

  mobilier funéraire 

 BBT-built environment 

  [complexe bâti par fonction] 

   espace funéraire et mortuaire 

  [unités bâties par fonction] 

   édifice funéraire 

   aménagement de la tombe 

   marqueur de tombe 

   monument funéraire 

   sépulture 

  entités biologiques 

   restes humains 

BBT-conceptual objects 

 BBT-methods 

     traitement du cadavre 

 BBT-propositionnal objects 

  mort (concept) 

    



8 months before the new release 
About concepts 

• Only 800 concepts left in the Subjects collection to be filtered 

• Enrichments 
– 75% of concepts have a definition 

– Add numerous skos:altLabel 

– More related terms 

• 2500 new concepts 

• 140 concepts deprecated for obsolescence 

• And all PACTOLS collections are ultimately impacted 
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8 months before the release of v2 
About structure 
• A hierarchy limited to 5 levels with the 
introduction of facets 

• Redistribution of large categories 
(activities, material objects, conceptual 
objects,...) 
• Rearrangement of existing categories into 
15 to 20 new entries, 
• Customisation of headings in progress, 
• Keep track of equivalent categories with 
BBT facets and CIDOC-CRM classes  

 

From BBT to PACTOLS 2,  
first proposal with ex. Material things 
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BBT Material things 

P2 Buildings 

Built complexes 

Built units 

Infrastrucutres 

Structural parts of 
buildings 

P2 Mobile objects 

Objects 

Structural part sof 
mobile objects 

P2 Physical features 



Thank you all 

blandine.nouvel@frantiq.fr 
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