N

N
N

HAL

open science

The Upper-Mesopotamian, or so-called “Samsi-Adad
Calendar”

Nele Ziegler

» To cite this version:

Nele Ziegler. The Upper-Mesopotamian, or so-called “Samsi-Adad Calendar”. Daisuke Shibata &
Shigeo Yamada. Calendars and Festivals in Mesopotamia in the Third and Second Millennia BC,
9, Harrassowitz, pp.117-130, 2021, Studia Chaburensia, 9873447115957.

halshs-03511568

HAL Id: halshs-03511568
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-03511568

Submitted on 5 Jan 2022

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépot et a la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche francais ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.

10.13173/9783447115957 .


https://shs.hal.science/halshs-03511568
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr

N

N
N

HAL

open science

The Upper-Mesopotamian, or so-called “Samsi-Adad
Calendar”

Nele Ziegler

» To cite this version:

Nele Ziegler. The Upper-Mesopotamian, or so-called “Samsi-Adad Calendar”. Daisuke Shibata &
Shigeo Yamada. Calendars and Festivals in Mesopotamia in the Third and Second Millennia BC, 9,
Harrassowitz, pp.117-130, 2021, Studia Chaburensia, 9873447115957. 10.13173/978334715957.117 .

halshs-03511568

HAL Id: halshs-03511568
https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr /halshs-03511568

Submitted on 5 Jan 2022

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépot et a la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche francais ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.


https://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/halshs-03511568
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr

Harrassowitz Verlag






Studia Chaburensia
(StCh)

Edited by Hartmut Kiithne

Editorial Board:
Peter M.M.G. Akkermans, Eva Cancik-Kirschbaum,
Florian Janoscha Kreppner, Karen Radner

Volume 9

2021
Harrassowitz Verlag - Wiesbaden



Calendars and Festivals in Mesopotamia

in the Third and Second Millennia BC

Edited by
Daisuke Shibata and Shigeo Yamada

2021
Harrassowitz Verlag - Wiesbaden



Cover illustration: An Old Babylonian clay tablet (Tab T06-4) wrapped in a clay envelope (Tab T06-5)
from Tell Taban; @Tell Taban Archaeological Project.

Layout and design: Nobumasa Iwamura.

Studia Chaburensia (StCh)

Geographically encompassing Northern Mesopotamia, i.e. relevant parts of modern Syria, Iraq,
Turkey, and Iran, the series ,,Studia Chaburensia“ is devoted to the study of regional as well as supra
regional themes of macro- and micro-history, material culture, environment, settlement dynamics,
socio-economy, administration, and related fields. Challenging interdisciplinarity it wants to stimulate
the investigation of the inter-relation of rural and urban living. Chronologically extending from the
Neolithic to the Islamic period it takes a focus on Assyria.

Manuscripts should be submitted to the editor as word-documents, with figures as single jpg-docu-
ments with a resolution of at least 800 dpi. Languages: English (preferred), French, German (for other
languages please contact the editor). Before acceptance the manuscripts will be reviewed by the edito-
rial board; if necessary external referees will be consulted or peer reviews will be arranged.

Address of the editor: Hartmut Kiihne, Freie Universitit Berlin, Institut fiir Vorderasiatische Archio-
logie, Fabeckstr. 23/25, 14195 Berlin, Germany. Mail address: hartmut.kuehne@fu-berlin.de

Scientific Committee:

Dominik Bonatz, Dominique Charpin, John Curtis, Jean-Marie Durand, Jesper Eidem, Frederick
Mario Fales, Jorg Klinger, Maria Grazia Masetti-Rouault, Stefania Mazzoni, Peter Miglus, Adelheid
Otto, Simo Parpola, Peter Pfilzner, Nicholas Postgate, Michael Roaf, Stefan Seidlmayer, Daisuke
Shibata, Chikako E. Watanabe, Shigeo Yamada.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 (BY-SA) which means
that the text may be used for commercial use, distribution and duplication in all media.

For details go to: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en.
Creative Commons license terms for re-use do not apply to any content (such as graphs, figures, photos,
excerpts, etc.) not original to the Open Access publication and further permission may be required from

the rights holder. The obligation to research and clear permission lies solely with the party re-using the
material.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche
Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data are available on the internet
at https://www.dnb.de/.

For further information about our publishing program consult our website
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/

© by the contributors.
Published by Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2021

ISSN 1869-845X
eISSN 2701-5602
DOI: 10.13173/2701-5602

ISBN 978-3-447-11595-7
DOI: 10.13173/9783447115957



https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/isbn_9783447115957.ahtml
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/reihe_445.ahtml

Contents

PIOIACE. .. ettt e be e st e e be e st e e beeenteebeeenaeenee VII
ADDIEVIATIONS ...ttt ettt ettt e et e et e e steeeabe e beeesaeesbeessbeenseessseenseensseenseensnennns XI
Walther Sallaberger

The Emergence of Calendars in the Third Millennium BCE:

Deities, Festivals, Seasons, and the Cultural Construction of TiIme..........ccocvvevevvnnes 1

Laurent Colonna d’Istria
Calendars, Festivals, and Rituals at Mari during the Sakkanakku Period:

From the End of the Third to the Beginning of the Second Millennium BC .............. 35
Cécile Michel

Calendars in Old ASSYTIan SOUICES........cecverueeriertieieeriereeeieteeeenseeeenseesessesseesseessensens 77
Dominique Charpin

“Nippur Calendar” and Other Calendars in the Old Babylonian Period...................... 99
Nele Ziegler

The Upper-Mesopotamian, or So-called “Samsi-Adad Calendar”..............ccccoo........ 117

Antoine Jacquet
Calendar and Festivals at Mari According to the Royal Archives
from the Reign of Zimri-Lim.......cccoooieiiiiiiiieiecieieeeeee e 131

Olivier Rouault
Calendars, Month Names and Local Traditions in Terqa
in the Second Millennium BCE .........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiicceeee e 149

Daisuke Shibata and Shigeo Yamada
Calendars of the Land of Hana and the Middle Assyrian Land of Mari

in the Second Millennium BC ...........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiieeceee e 165
Daniel E. Fleming

The Loss of the Local Calendar at EMar.........ccc..oooivviiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 201
Masamichi Yamada

The zukru Cycle in the Light of the Planting Rites in Emar..........ccccocoocevininininenn. 215
§ e Lo OORTRRTN 231

1. MONER NAIMES. ....ooiiiiiiieceeeeeee et e e et e e e e enaeeeaaeeens 231

2. Festivals and RITUAIS .......uvviiiiiiiiiie et e e e ennaes 237

DOI: 10.13173/97833471595.V


https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/isbn_9783447115957.ahtml

Abbreviations

Bibliographical Abbreviations

AAA
AAASyr.

AbB
AfO
AHw.
AKT
AMD
ANES
AnOr.
AOAT
AoF
APHAO

ARET

ARM
ARMT
ArOr.
AS
ASJ
ASJ ss
ATHE

AulaOr.

AulaOr. Supp.

BAH
BASOR
BATSH
BBVO
BBVOT
BiMes.
BIN

BiOr.

CAD

Annals of Archaeology and Anthropology

Annales Archéologiques Arabes Syriennes: Revue d’archéologie et
d’histoire

Altbabylonische Briefe in Umschrift und Ubersetzung

Archiv fiir Orientforschung

W. von Soden, Akkadisches Handworterbuch

(Ankara) Kiiltepe Tabletleri | Ankaraner Kiiltepe-Texte

Ancient Magic and Divination

Ancient Near Eastern Studies

Analecta Orientalia

Alter Orient und Altes Testament

Altorientalische Forschungen

Association pour la Promotion de I’Histoire et de I’Archéologie
Orientales: Publications de la Mission archéologique de I’Université de
Licge en Syrie

Archivi Reali di Ebla. Testi: Missione archeologica italiana in Siria a
cura dell’Universita (degli studi) di Roma “La Sapienza”

Archives Royales de Mari

Archives Royales de Mari. Traduction

Archiv Orientalni: Quarterly Journal of African and Asian Studies
Assyriological Studies

Acta Sumerologica

Acta Sumerologica Supplementary Series

B. Kienast, Die altassyrischen Texte des Orientalischen Seminars der
Universitdt Heidelberg und der Sammlung Erlenmeyer-Basel, UAVA 1
Aula Orientalis

Aula Orientalis Supplements

Bibliothéque archéologique et historique

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research

Berichte der Ausgrabung Tall Séh Hamad/Diir-Katlimmu

Berliner Beitridge zum Vorderen Orient

Berliner Beitrédge zum Vorderen Orient — Texte

Bibliotheca Mesopotamica

Babylonian Inscriptions in the Collection of James B. Nies, Yale Univer-
sity

Bibliotheca Orientalis, uitgegeven vanwege het Nederlands instituut
voor het Nabije Oosten te Leiden

A. L. Oppenheim et al., The Assyrian Dictionary of the University of
Chicago

DOI: 10.13173/97833471595. X1


https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/isbn_9783447115957.ahtml

XII

CB III

CBCY
CCT

CDLI
CDOG
CHANE
CT

CunMon.

CUSAS
DP
ECTJ
EDATS

Emar 6
FAOS
FM
GAG
GBAO
GCl1
HANEM
HANES
HdOr.

HEO
HSS
HUCA
IAS

ICK
ITT
JAOS
ICS
JEOL
JESHO
JNES
KAM 11

Kaskal
KAV

Abbreviations

Siglum for inventory number of texts in: O. Tunca and A. Baghdo
(eds.), Chagar Bazar (Syrie) 11I: Les trouvailles épigraphiques et
sigillographiques du chantier I (2000-2002)

P.-A. Beaulieu et al., Catalogue of the Babylonian Collections at Yale
S. Smith et al., Cuneiform Texts from Cappadocian Tablets in the British
Museum

Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative (http://cdli.ucla.edu)

Colloquien der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft

Culture and History of the Ancient Near East

Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets in the British Museum
Cuneiform Monographs

Cornell University Studies in Assyriology and Sumerology

F. M. Allotte de la Fuye, Documents présargoniques

A. Westenholz, Early Cuneiform Texts in Jena

F. Pomponio and G. Visicato, Early Dynastic Administrative Tablets of
Suruppak

D. Arnaud, Recherches au pays d’Astata: Emar V1/1-4

Freiburger Altorientalische Studien

Florilegium marianum

W. von Soden, Grundrifs der akkadischen Grammatik, AnOr. 33
Gottinger Beitrdge zum Alten Orient

G. Buccellati et al., Terqa Data Bases 1, Graphemic Categorization 1
History of the Ancient Near East. Monographs

History of the Ancient Near East. Studies

Handbuch der Orientalistik. 1. Abteilung, Der Nahe und der Mittlere
Osten

Hautes Etudes Orientales

Harvard Semitic Series

Hebrew Union College Annual

R. D. Biggs and D. P. Hansen, Inscriptions from Tell Abii Salabikh, OIP
99

B. Hrozny, L. Matous, and M. Matousova, Inscriptions cunéiformes du
Kultépe

F. Thureau-Dangin et al., Inventaire des tablettes de Tello: conservées
au Musée Impérial Ottoman

Journal of the American Oriental Society

Journal of Cuneiform Studies

Jaarbericht van het Voor-Aziatisch-Egyptisch-Gezelschap “Ex Oriente
Lux”

Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient

Journal of Near Eastern Studies

V. Donbaz, Middle Assyrian Texts from Assur at the Eski Sark Eserleri
Miizesi in Istanbul, WVDOG 146

Kaskal: Rivista di storia, ambiente e culture del Vicino Oriente antico
O. Schroeder, Keilschrifitexte aus Assur verschiedenen Inhalts, WVDOG
35



Bibliographical Abbreviations X1

KBo.
KKS

KTP

KTS 1

KTT

KTU

KUG

LAK
LAOS
LAPO
LH

MAD
MARI
MARV

MCS
MDP
MEE
MesCiv.
MHEM
MSL

MTT

NABU
NATN
OBGT

OBO
OBO SA
OBTCB

OBTIV
OBTR

OIP
OLA
Or.

Keilschrifttexte aus Boghazkdi

L. Matous and M. MatousSova-Rajmova, Kappadokische Keilschrifttafeln
mit Siegeln aus den Sammlungen der Karlsuniversitdt in Prag

F. J. Stephens, “The Cappadocian Tablets in the University of Pennsyl-
vania Museum,” Journal of the Society of Oriental Research 11, 101—
136

J. Lewy, Keilschrifitexte in den Antiken-Museen zu Stambul: Die
altassyrischen Texte vom Kiiltepe bei Kaisarije

Siglum for inventory number of texts in: M. Krebernik, 7all Bi‘a/ Tuttul—
II: Die altorientalischen Schrififunde, WVDOG 100

M. Dietrich, O. Loretz, and J. Sanmartin, Die keilalphabetischen Texte
aus Ugarit, Ras Ibn Hani und anderen Orten, Dritte erweiterte Auflage,
AOAT 360/1

K. Hecker and J. Lewy, Die Keilschrifttexte der Universitdtsbibliothek
Giessen: unter Benutzung nachgelassener Vorarbeiten von Julius Lewy
A. Deimel, Liste der archaischen Keilschriftzeichen, WVDOG 40
Leipziger Altorientalistische Studien

Littératures Anciennes du Proche-Orient

A. H. Podany, The Land of Hana: Kings, Chronology, and Scribal
Tradition

L. J. Gelb, Materials for the Assyrian Dictionary

MARI. Annales de recherches interdisciplinaires

H. Freydank et al. (eds.), Mittelassyrische Rechtsurkunden und Verwal-
tungstexte

Manchester Cuneiform Studies

Mémoires de la Délégation en Perse

Materiali epigrafici di Ebla

Mesopotamian Civilizations

Mesopotamian History and Environment. Memoirs

B. Landsberger et al., Materialien zum sumerischen Lexikon /| Materials
for the Sumerian Lexicon

Matériaux pour I’étude de la toponymie et de la topographie

Nouvelles Assyriologiques Breves et Utilitaires

D. I. Owen, Neo-Sumerian Archival Texts Primarily from Nippur

R. Hallock and B. Landsberger, “Old Babylonian Grammatical Texts,”
MSL 4,45-128

Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis

Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis. Series Archaeologica

Ph. Talon and H. Hammade, Old Babylonian Texts from Chagar Bazar,
Akkadica Supplementum 10

S. Greengus, Old Babylonian Tablets from Ishchali and Vicinity

S. Dalley, C. B. F. Walker, and J. D. Hawkins, The Old Babylonian
Tablets from Tell al Rimah

Oriental Institute Publications

Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta

Orientalia, Nova Series



XIv

OrAnt.

Orient
OrS
OSP

PIHANS

PIPOAC
Prag 1

PSBA
PSD

RA
RE

RGTC

RIMA
RIMB
RIME

RIA

RTC
SAAB
SANER
Santag
SBL WAW
SET

SGKAO
SJAC
SMEA
StCh.
STH
STT
SVIJAD

Syria
TC

TCBI
TCL

TFR

Abbreviations

Oriens Antiquus: Rivista del Centro per le antichita e la storia dell arte
del Vicino Oriente

Orient: Report/Journal of the Society for Near Eastern Studies in Japan
Orientalia Suecana

A. Westenholz, Old Sumerian and Old Akkadian Texts in Philadelphia,
Chiefly from Nippur

Publications de I’Institut historique et archéologique néerlandais de
Stamboul

Publications de I’Institut du Proche-Orient ancien

K. Hecker, G. Kryszat, and L. Matous, Kappadokische Keilschrifttafeln
aus den Sammlungen der Karlsuniversitdt Prag

Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaeology

A. W. Sjoberg et al., The Sumerian Dictionary of the University Museum
of the University of Pennsylvania

Revue d’assyriologie et d’archéologie orientale

Siglum for inventory number of texts in: G. Beckman, Texts from the
Vicinity of Emar in the Collection of Jonathan Rosen

Répertoire géographique des textes cuneiforms, Beihefte zum Tiibinger
Atlas des Vorderen Orients, Reihe B 7

The Royal Inscriptions of Mesopotamia, Assyrian Periods

The Royal Inscriptions of Mesopotamia, Babylonian Periods

The Royal Inscriptions of Mesopotamia, Early Periods

Reallexikon der Assyriologie (und Vorderasiatischen Archdologie)

F. Thureau-Dangin, Recueil de tablettes chaldéennes

State Archives of Assyria. Bulletin

Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Records

SANTAG: Arbeiten und Untersuchungen zur Keilschriftkunde

Society of Biblical Literature, Writings from the Ancient World Series
T. B. Jones and J. W. Snyder, Sumerian Economic Texts from the Third
Ur Dynasty

Schriften zur Geschichte und Kultur des Alten Orients

Supplement to Journal of Ancient Civilizations

Studi Micenei ed Egeo-Anatolici

Studia Chaburensia

M. 1. Hussey, Sumerian Tablets in the Harvard Semitic Museum

O. R. Gurney, J. J. Finkelstein, and P. Hulin, The Sultantepe Tablets

A. P. Riftin, Staro-vavilonskie juridiceskie i administrativnye documcnty
v sobranijach SSSR

Syria: Revue d’art oriental et d’archéologie

G. Contenau, F. Thureau-Dangin, and J. Lewy, Tablettes cappadociennes,
TCL 4, 14, and 19-21

F. Pomponio et al., Tavolette cuneiformi di Adab delle collezioni della
Banca d’Iltalia

Textes Cunéiformes. Musée du Louvre, Département des antiquités
orientales

O. Rouault, Terqa Final Reports, BiMes. 16 and 29



Sigla for Inventory Numbers XV

TPAK

TPR 7

TSA

TSBR
TSS

UAVA
UET
UF

VS
WO

WVDOG
WZKM
YOS

ZA

ZAW Beih.

C. Michel and P. Garelli, Tablettes paléo-assyriennes de Kiiltepe 1 (Kt
90/k)

O. Rouault, “Terqa Preliminary Reports No. 7: Les documents épigra-
phiques de la troiseéme saison,” Syro-Mesopotamian Studies 2/7, 165—
180

H. de Genouillac, Tablettes sumériennes archaiques: matériaux pour
servir a [’histoire de la société sumérienne

D. Arnaud, Textes syriens de I’age du Bronze récent, AulaOr. Supp. 1
R. Jestin, Tablettes sumériennes de Suruppak conservées au Musée de
Stamboul

Untersuchungen zur Assyriologie und Vorderasiatischen Archéologie
Ur Excavations. Texts

Ugarit-Forschungen: Internationales Jahrbuch fiir die Altertumskunde
Syrien-Paldstinas

Vorderasiatische Schriftdenkmailer der Koniglichen/Staatlichen Museen
zu Berlin

Die Welt des Orients: Wissenschaftliche Beitrdge zur Kunde des Morgen-
landes

Wissenschaftliche Verdffentlichungen der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft
Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die Kunde des Morgenlandes

Yale Oriental Series. Babylonian Texts

Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische Archdologie
Zeitschrift fiir die Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft, Beiheft

Sigla for Inventory Numbers

A.

AO

Ass.
M
Kt
L.
M.
Msk
NBC

Schaeffer
Sem

T.

TA

Tab T
TH

1. Inventory number of texts from Tell Hariri/Mari

2. Museum number of objects in the Assur Collection, Istanbul Arkeoloji
Miizeleri (Istanbul)

Museum number of objects in the Antiquités Orientales, Musée du
Louvre (Paris)

Inventory number of objects excavated at Qalat Sherqat/AsSur
Museum number of objects in the Iraqi Museum (Baghdad)

Inventory number of objects excavated at Kiiltepe

Inventory number of objects excavated at Tell Leilan

Inventory number of texts from Tell Hariri/Mari

Inventory number of objects excavated at Meskene/Emar

Museum number of objects in the Nies Babylonian Collection, Yale
University (New Haven)

Inventory number of objects in the CI. F.-A. Schaeffer Collection
Museum number of objects in the Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien
Inventory number of texts from Tell Hariri/Mari

Inventory number of objects excavated at Tell Taya

Inventory number of objects excavated at Tell Taban

Inventory number of objects excavated at Tell Hariri/Mari



XVI Abbreviations

T™. Inventory number of objects excavated at Tell Mardikh/Ebla

TMH Museum number of objects in the Frau Professor Hilprecht Collection of
Babylonian Antiquities, Universitét Jena (Leipzig)

TQ Inventory number of objects excavated at Tell Ashera/Terqa

VAT Museum number of objects in the Vorderasiatisches Museum (Berlin)

YBC Museum number of objects in the Babylonian Collection, Yale University
(New Haven)

Others

AKL Assyrian King List

DN Divine name

ED Early Dynastic

KEL Kiiltepe Eponym List

MEC Mari Eponym Chronicle

MN Month name

PN Personal name

REL Revised Eponym List

ZL Zimri-Lim



NELE ZIEGLER
CNRS UMR 7192, Paris

The Upper-Mesopotamian,
or So-called “Samsi-Adad Calendar™”

The famous Assyrian king lists, about whose editorial history Shigeo Yamada had some 25
years ago published an interesting article,' is one of the rare historical and historiographical
sources that provides information about the regnal length and way of accession to power of
king Sam3i-Adad. The text reads as follows:?

“[Sam]3i-Adad, son of Ila-kabkabu, went [to Karduni]a§ [dur]ing the time of Naram-
Sin. In the eponym year of Ibni-Adad, [Samsi]-Adad [came up] from Kardunia§ and
captured Ekallatu. For three years he resided in Ekallatu. In the eponymy year of
Atamar-I$tar, Samsi-Adad came up from Ekallatu, removed Eridu (II), son of Naram-
Sin from the throne, and took the throne. He reigned for 33 years.”

The text poses more questions than answers to all those who want to reconstruct the political
history of the Sam3i-Adad period. It cannot be taken for granted that the related events (flight
to a region that was called anachronistically Kardunias, conquest of Ekallatum and, some
two years later, AsSur) really happened, but generally specialists agree to take the number
of regnal years attributed to Samsi-Adad seriously. Thus, we may cautiously suppose that he
had 33 years to build up the extensive empire that, at his death, covered nearly all of Upper
Mesopotamia and even regions east of the Tigris.

What happened in the first decades of Samsi-Adad’s reign can roughly be traced thanks
to another group of historiographical texts, the Mari Eponym Chronicles, which enumerate
events, conquests, or defeats for some of the early years of Samgi-Adad’s reign (Birot 1985).2
For the 33 years of Samsi-Adad’s reign, only the second half following the conquest of Mari,
especially the last decade, can be traced with some degree of certainty (Charpin and Ziegler
2003: 75-168).

* In our Mari team we took the habit to distinguish the calendar used by the scribes. For month names of the
Samsi-Adad calendar we put a star “*” after the numbering, not so for the local Mari calendar. The two month
names shared by both are undistinguishable and marked by “°”.

1 Yamada 1994. See also Pongratz-Leisten 1997 and Bloch 2014.

2 AKL §12, see Grayson 1980-83: 105-106.

3 It is not my point to discuss here the order of eponyms and the filling of the gaps. Chronological problems
still exist even after Cahit Gunbatti published the Kiiltepe Eponym List G (KEL G) in 2008. The preserved
lines of the latter confirmed or clarified the reconstruction we proposed in our book (Charpin and Ziegler
2003, see also Charpin and Ziegler 2014). But the text KEL G is partly broken, and some questions remain
for the eponyms of the later part of Samsi-Adad’s reign and for the years following. See Barjamovic, Hertel
and Larsen 2012 for discussions of these eponyms. For sake of convenience, I use in this article the proposed
dates, although some issues remain to be solved.
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The present article focuses on the political aspects of the calendar adopted within Samsi-
Adad’s Upper-Mesopotamian kingdom (see Table 1, below). The use and the changes of
calendars after Sam3i-Adad’s conquests as well as the survival of local month names inside
his realm will be examined, and a glimpse will be given to what happened after the king’s
death and the immediate collapse of his empire.

1. The earliest attestations of the so-called Samsi-Adad calendar

From the Mari archives prior to the conquest of this capital city by Samsi-Adad, we do know
that the armies of “Ekallatum™ fought a battle against Yahdun-Lim’s troops close to Nagar,
modern Tell Brak.® We conclude from this that some fifteen years before his death, Samsi-
Adad’s kingdom had expanded towards this place and that it covered at least the eastern
part of Upper Mesopotamia, including Tell Leilan and other cities.® The question remains
if Samsi-Adad imposed his calendar on the regions he conquered, or if this calendar was
already in use in Upper Mesopotamia before the arrival of his administrators. For the time
being, there is no definite proof for either of these two options, but I think it more probable
that the so-called “Samsi-Adad calendar” was indeed imposed on the newly conquered
regions by this king and his administrators.

Perhaps the oldest text known to us containing an eponym and a month name of this
calendar comes from AsSur.” The text mentions the month Dumuzi (x*), and D. Lacambre
proposes to identify the eponymy with Assur-taklaku mentioned in KEL G: 60, which would
be ca. 1807 BC.2 If this identification is correct, two years after this earliest text we may find
an unpublished document from Tell Leilan, L79-183,° dated to the month Niggallum (viii*,
written syllabically nig-gal-lim) of the eponymy Adad-bani, son of Pussaya.®

One of the two documents!! discovered in Tell Taya, southeast of the Sindjar,'> mentions
the month Tamhirum (iii*), of the eponymy Iddin-Assur (ca. 1798 BC)." It is secure that

4 Ekallatum was Samsi-Adad’s “official” capital city.

5 The sources are mainly year names of king Yahdun-Lim. See the references in Charpin and Ziegler 2003:
60—61 and the discussion of this event in 38-39.

6  See below for eponym datings from Ag3ur, Subat-Enlil and Tell Taya from roughly this period.

7  See the new edition and commentary of Lacambre 2019: 514-517. The text A.1574 = Ass. 18799 was first
edited by Donbaz 1974. The month name Dumuzi (x*) is mentioned 1. 3" and 5” and can be restored 1. 8'.

8  The eponymy AsSur-taklaku, son of Ennam-AsSur, is mentioned in A.1574, 1. 4, [9], 6"-7". The date is
according to Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen 2012: 95, but see the discussion in Lacambre 2019: 518-520.
Four different Old Assyrian eponyms are named AsSur-taklaku.

9  Lacambre (2019: 522-524) gives a full discussion of all known elements of this still unpublished text.

10 For the dating see Lacambre 2019: 524. He proposes to identify it with the eponym of KEL G: 62, REL 172,
which would be ca. 1801 according to Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen 2012: 95. Bear in mind that numerous
eponyms carry the name Adad-bani, the chronological place of the “son of Pussaya” is not yet known.

11 The two texts, TA 2100 and TA 2101, were published by Postgate (1973: 175). See also for a new edition and
discussion Lacambre 2019: 524-530.

12 Vollemaere (2016) discusses the identification of Tell Taya and suggests identifying it with ancient Subatum.
For the toponyms of Upper Mesopotamia in the first half of the second millennium, see Ziegler and Langlois
2016: for Subatum especially 323.

13 This eponym’s name is written id-na-4a-Sur in TA 2101: 7 (and also, slightly damaged, in TA 2100: 7) but the
identification with Iddin-As8ur, which is numbered according to the book of Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen
(2012: 95) as REL 175, and dated by them to the year 1798 BC, seems beyond doubt.
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Fig. 1: Map shows the places with attestations of month names during Samsi-Adad’s lifetime, as
well as the extension of the Upper Mesopotamian kingdom in ca. 1782 BC. Map is based on Charpin
and Ziegler 2003: 77. Places with Samgi-Adad month datings are in the red circle. Survivals of local
calendars are marked by blue squares. No datings in administrative texts from Suiarra, which was
conquered ca. 1779 BC.

the text was written by administrators of Samsi-Adad, since it mentions Hasidanum, a high
official, and, some years later, well-known governor of Karana.'*

The month name, found in a text dated by means of the eponym from the following year
(Namiya, ca. 1797 BC®), is unfortunately broken, but the document is from Tell Leilan
(Subat-Enlil), and there is no doubt that it was dated according to the Sam3i-Adad calendar.
The text testifies to the ongoing expansionist policy of Samsi-Adad, mentioning booty from
Tigunanum on the Upper Tigris, and from Hur$anum, a nearby kingdom in the Tur-Abdin
mountains'S.

14 See Durand and Ziegler 2014: 50-53.

15 For the eponymy Namiya son of Ipiq-Adad see Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen 2012: 95 and 99. REL 176 is
dated by them to ca. 1797 BC. Lacambre 2019: 530-534 discusses the possibility that Namiya, “son of Ipig-
Adad” could be a member of the royal dynasty of Esnunna, perhaps a son-in-law of Samsi-Adad, who would
have been chosen as eponymy.

16  See Ziegler and Langlois 2016: especially 367 for Tigunanum, and 154 for Hur§anum.
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The military activities of Samsi-Adad continued in the following years: Mari was
conquered during the eponymy of Haya-malik,'” and from this moment on, several hundreds
of texts are known to be dated by the eponym system and by the Samsi-Adad month-names
(Charpin 1985). It starts with the inventories of the treasures of Yahdun-Lim’s palace.'® Five
texts of these inventories are dated to the last day of the month Dumuzi (30/x*/Haya-malik)
of Samsi-Adad’s calendar and to the first days of the month Abum, a month name that is
shared by Samsi-Adad’s calendar and the “native” calendar of Mari (2—8/xi°/Haya-malik).

The oldest text from Tuttul (Tell Bia) to be dated by an eponym and a Samsi-Adad month
name is from the sixth month Mana of the year Ibni-Adad" (ca. 1787 BC); and the first one
from Chagar Bazar, ancient ASnakkum, is from the fifth month Mammitum of 1li-illatt (ca.
1785 BC).*®

On the map, all the places or regions are highlighted where the Samsi-Adad calendar is
attested by texts written during the ruler’s lifetime. Most of the dated texts?! stem from Mari,?
several hundred are from A$nakkum? and Tuttul.>* This aside, it must be remembered that
none of the almost 200 administrative texts from the palace of Suarra are dated by Samsi-
Adad month names or another system.” Furthermore the survival of local dating systems in
Mari, AsSur, and some other places can be observed.

2. The gaméI—Adac} calendar and the survival of local dating
systems within Samsi-Adad’s realm

The correct order of the month names in the Samsi-Adad calendar was established by D.
Charpin in 1985 and has been confirmed since by the evidence found at Tell Leilan (Van De
Mieroop 1994), and later at Tuttul (Krebernik 2001). The reading of the name of the eighth
month, usually written ideographically $E.KIN.KUs,”® was later established by D. Lacambre
(2002) thanks to recent Chagar Bazar discoveries — it must be read Niggallum.

Besides the Samsi-Adad month names, date formulae following the local calendar contin-
ued to be used in Mari. The system of equivalency was established by D. Charpin (1985),
based on the fact that two of the month names, Kinianum and Abum are shared by the two

17  Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen (2012: 95) identify this eponymy as REL 182, dated ca. 1791 BC. The name
of this eponymy is broken in KEL G, and the exact chronological setting remains subject of discussions.

18  See for these inventories and the historical analysis Charpin 1983.

19  KTT 72 (see below n. 24), see also Durand and Marti 2004: 130; the text is dated to 9/vi*/Ibni-Adad. The
eponymy numbered REL 185, ca. 1787 BC, according to Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen 2012: 95. The
eponymy list KEL G is broken for these years.

20  OBTCB 10 (see below n. 23), dated 3/v*/Ili-illati. For the eponymy Ili-illati, REL 188, ca. 1785 BC see
Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen 2012: 95.

21 Besides the sites mentioned above and below, one text from Samsi-Adad’s time is from Nihriya (Kazane
Hoyiik); see Michalowski and Misir 1998: Kazane no. 3, dated 16/x*/A[$Sur-malik]. The identification of
Nihriya has been proposed by Jared Miller, see bibliography in Ziegler and Langlois 2016: 252-253.

22 Cf. Charpin 1985.

23 Cf. Talon and Hammade 1997 (texts with sigla OBTCB) and the texts published by D. Lacambre and A. Millet
Alba in Tunca and Baghdo 2008 (texts with sigla CB III).

24 Cf. Krebernik 2001 (texts with sigla KTT).

25  Cf. Eidem 1992. No administrative text bears a date; texts date approximately from the time of Samsi-Adad’s
conquest in 1779 BC.

26 See for an exception above and n. 10.
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Table 1: The so-called Samii-Adad Calendar (see Charpin and Ziegler 2003: 156)
Years started in autumn, probably close to the fall equinox. Intercalation is introduced by inserting a
supplementary month Niggallum (viii*-bis).

Approximate setting . Samsi-Adad
inside the year Numbering month name

ca. Sept./Oct. i* Nigmum

ca. Oct./Nov. ii® Kiniinum

ca. Nov./Dec. iii* Tamhirum

ca. Dec./Jan. iv¥ Nabrim

ca. Jan./Feb. v* Mammitum

ca. Feb./March vi* Mana

ca. March/April vii* Ayyarum

ca. April/May viii* Niggallum

(written SE.KIN.KUs)

ca. May/June ix* Magranum

ca. June/July x* Dumuzi

ca. July/Aug. xi° Abum

ca. Aug./Sept. xii* Tirum

Table 2: Datings attested in Mari from Samsi-Adad’s and Yasmah-Addu’s reign.
In Mari, two dating systems were used simultaneously, the so-called Samsi-Adad calendar and the local
calendar. See Charpin and Ziegler 2003: 156.

Approximate setting . Samsi-Adad . Local Mari
. . Numbering Numbering
inside the year month names month names
ca. Sept./Oct. i* Nigmum i Hubur
(written IGL.KUR)
ca. Oct./Nov. ii° Kiniinum ii® Kiniinum
ca. Nov./Dec. iii* Tamhirum il Dagan
ca. Dec./Jan. iv¥ Nabrim v Lilliyatum
ca. Jan./Feb. v* Mammitum v Beélet-biri
ca. Feb./March vi* Mana vi Kiskissum
ca. March/April vii* Ayyarum vii Ebiirum
ca. April/May viii* Niggallum viii Urahum
(written $E.KIN.KUs)
ca. May/June ix* Magranum ix Malkanum
ca. June/July x* Dumuzi X Lahhum
ca. July/Aug. xi° Abum Xi° Abum

ca. Aug./Sept. xii* Tirum xii Hibirtum
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calendars. The reasons for preferring one or the other calendar are not clear, but it is probable
the administrators were free to choose the system they preferred,?” since the related adminis-
trative activity was locally limited to Mari, where both dating systems were well known by
everybody.

Mari was not the only place where a local dating system survived. We have some few
attestations of datings by local month names during Samsi-Adad’s reign from Agsur,
Suprum,? and Terqa.* But this seems rather exceptional:*' Tuttul and A$nakkum, two major
sites with hundreds of dated records from this king’s reign, do not deliver a single example
for local dating traditions.

3. The beginning of the year in Sam3i-Adad’s calendar

We know for certain that the Samsi-Adad calendar started with month Nigmum. The eponym
always changes after the twelfth month Tirum (xii*). But sometimes the name of the new
eponym was not yet known at the turn of the year. Several years do not attest the name of the
new eponym from the very beginning but are dated by “warki” eponyms in Mari or Tuttul.
Many of these years have datings by Nigmum, some by Kininum, and some others can even
continue for the following months, but none of them is dated beyond the sixth month Mana.

Table 3: Years of the Samsi-Adad calendar started in the month Nigmum. If the name of the new
eponym was not yet known, texts are dated at the beginning of the following year with “warki (year
X)” “(year) after (X).”

warki Awiliya
month Nigmum//month Hubur (Mari)

warki Nimer-Sin
months Nigmum, Kinitnum, Tamhirum (Tuttul)

warki Adad-bani
months Nigmum, Kiniinum, Tamhirum (Tuttul)

warki Tab-silli-AsSur
months Nigmum, Kiniinum, Tamhirum, Nabriim, Mammitum, Mana (Mari)

27  1have not yet proceeded to the statistics about the distribution of dated texts from Mari and thus will give only
one example: among the 57 texts from Mari dated to the eponym year Addu-bani there are 27 texts dated by the
local Mari calendar, while 13 texts have month names of the Samgi-Adad calendar. The vast majority of texts
bearing Mari month names record oil distributions. Texts concerning metals, wool, and animals are primarily
dated by the Sam3i-Adad calendar, as well as the two inventories of the deceased Masum’s household.

28  See C. Michel apud Charpin and Ziegler 2003: 79 n. 21.

29  See the editions of ARM 21 100 (dated 13/M.BABBAR/Salim-AsSur) and 306 (dated 21/aPIN.DUs.A/Salim-
As3ur), as well as of M.5942 (dated 20/apIN.DUs.A/Salim-Ag8ur) in Durand 2009: 201-202.

30  AO 9052 (Thureau-Dangin and Dhorme 1924: 276-277) is dated 10/Bglet-bir1 (v)/AsSur-malik.

31  ARM 23 90 and MARI 3 27 (Charpin 1984: 88), both discovered in Mari, were also written outside this city.
ARM 23 90 is a memorandum about a meteorological phenomenon, dated 22/kiN.‘iNaNNA/IbnT-Adad. MARI
3 27 is dated 27/Pirikkum/AsSur-malik.
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4. Intercalary months

It has been well known for a long time that intercalary months were used in Samsi-Adad’s
empire. A letter that this king addressed to his son Yasmah-Addu®? was dated by an intercalary
month, which was simply written “supplementary month” (1T DIRI.GA). In this text, the great
king annulled orders given previously:

“I have ordered you to arrive quickly at the end of this month in the City (AsSur). I have
written again and ordered you to come for day 20 of this month. (...)”

In Samsi-Adad’s calendar, the moment of intercalation was the month Niggallum (viii*).»*
Unfortunately, we do not have many attestations of texts dated by intercalary months. It is
possible that these were not always specifically mentioned by the scribes.* It is only recently
thanks to the archives from ancient ASnakkum that we get information for a supplementary
eighth month during the eponymy Asqidum.®

5. The relation with the calendar of ESnunna

The proximity of Samsi-Adad’s calendar to the one from E$nunna has been noted and
commented on for many years (Whiting 1987: 32 n. 16): seven, almost eight*® of the month
names of these two calendars are shared, although ESnunna years seem to have started in
spring. The closeness between the two calendar systems could be linked to Samsi-Adad’s
family origins in the kingdom of ESnunna and more specifically to his claimed origin in the
prestigious city Akkade,” which belonged at that time to E$nunna’s realm.

32 ARM 1 70 = LAPO 16 118. The quotation is from 1. 4-8. The date is at the end of the letter, 1l. 18-19. The
year in which this letter was written is unknown.

33 The eighth month was also later attested as intercalary month. See below n. 61.

34 Intercalary months are usually expressed by the sign “MiN” in Mari. It seems astonishing that among the
several hundreds of dated Samgi-Adad texts from Mari, we do not have any evidence for such intercalary
months. It is possible that the sign “MiN” was not always written. We know, for instance, that intercalation
took place during eponymy Asqidum (see below n. 35). A purely statistical look at the Mari texts dated by
Asquidum shows that their number is the highest for month viii*; while almost all other months are attested by
one to three texts, the eighth month has five attestations.

35  Lacambre 2002 CB III 9 is dated to 6/viii*-[bis]/Asqidum. The month name is written phonetically 111
nig-gal-[lim miN] but can be restored thanks to parallels. CB III 2 is dated 7/viii*-bis/Asqidum, the month
name is also written phonetically 111 nig-gal-lim miN, as in CB III 10 which is dated 19/viii*-bis/Asqidum.
The phonetic writing, which was commented on by Lacambre 2002, is interestingly only attested in the
published documentation from Chagar Bazar for the writing of the supplementary months — all other
examples from this city give the usual logographic writing 11 $E.KIN.KUs for month viii* (see enumeration
Lacambre 2002: 507).

36  The month name Maqranum is the ninth month of Samsi-Adad’s calendar and can be situated roughly in
May/June. The ESnunna month name Magqrattum is situated one month later in the solar year, but both words,
magranum as well as magrattum, are homonyms for the “granary” (AHw. 608a “Tenne”’; CAD M/1 46 s.v.
magranu “grain pile,” s.v. magrattu “grain storage place.”).

37  Charpin 2004: 149 and n. 683.
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Table 4: The so-called Samsi-Adad calendar and E$nunna month names
(Whiting 1990; Cohen 2015: 262-265)

Approximate set- Numberin Samsi-Adad Numberin ESnunna
ting inside the year g month names g month names
ca. Sept./Oct. i* Nigmum vi Nigmum
ca. Oct./Nov. ii° Kiniinum vii Kiniinum
ca. Nov./Dec. iii* Tamhirum viii Tamhirum
ca. Dec./Jan. iv* Nabriim ix Nabrim
ca. Jan./Feb. v* Mammitum X Mammitum
ca. Feb./March vi* Mana Xi Kiskissum
ca. March/April vii* Ayyarum xii Kinkum
ca. April/May viii* Niggallum i Niggallum

(written SE.KIN.KUs)
ca. May/June ix* Magranum ii Eliinum
ca. June/July x* Dumuzi iii Magrattum
ca. July/Aug. xi° Abum iv Abum
ca. Aug./Sept. xii* Tirum v Zibnum

6. Seasonality

Since D. Charpin’s 1985 article, it has been clear that the Samsi-Adad years started in autumn.
Some month names of this calendar provide hints to the different seasons: Kininum (ii*)
which also gave its name to a festival related to the goddess Bélet-ekallim (Jacquet 2011: 43),
refers to the “kilns” or “braziers™® and indicates perhaps the beginning of the cold season.
Ayyarum (vii*) can be connected to the spring-flowering.** Niggallum (viii*), the “sickle,”
gave its name to the harvest time,* just as Magranum (ix*) “granary” gave its name to the
storing of the harvest in granaries.

There is good evidence for the harvest taking place in the month Niggallum.*' In a famous
letter, Sam3i-Adad explained to his son how to make a small military expedition to Tuttul
while still respecting the harvest of his soldiers:*

“We are day 15 of month Ayyarum (vii*). Five days for gathering the army, and five days
travel. Arrive at the end of month Ayyarum in Tuttul. (...) Stay there 15 days and five
days are for your return on day 20 of the month [Niggallum (viii*)]. Come back to Mari
five days before the harvest. [Release] the soldiers for the harvest.”

38 CAD K 393-395 “kiln, stove, brazier”; AHw. 481b-482a “Kohlenbecken.”

39  CAD A/1 229-230 s.v. gjaru “rosette”; AHw. 24b-25a s.v. ajjaru(m) “Bliite, Rosette.”

40 CAD N/2213-214; AHw. 787a.

41 Two unpublished texts also show that the harvest took place in the month Niggallum (viii¥).

42 ARM 143:27-31 and 38-41. The text can be dated to the eponymy year Awiliya (Charpin and Ziegler 2003:
121), the transliteration can be consulted online http://www.archibab.fr/T4464.
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Written one year earlier, another letter can be quoted which is dated to day 16 of the month
Niggallum:*®

“The harvest just started and there is much work to be done (...)”

Other seasonal events can be placed in this calendar: for instance, the plucking of sheep in
month vi** or the first pistachios and pears at the end of month i* (or perhaps the beginning
of month ii*) in Awiliya, mentioned at the end of a letter by ISme-Dagan to his brother.*

Not only agriculture had its seasons; also warfare obeyed to seasonal opportunities. When
we have a look at two of the military campaigns Yasmah-Addu had to prepare in Mari, we see
that soldiers are mentioned as being gathered for military campaigns in the months vi* or vii*.
Thus, the military campaign providing assistance to Qatna was prepared in Mari between the
end of month vi and day 11/vii, perhaps March/April.* Likewise in the following year, the
gathering of troops took place in Mari from the fourth until the tenth day of the sixth month.*’
On 25/vi/AsSur-malik the king and his army were in Dér, south of Mari (ARM 12 7), one
month later Yasmah-Addu and his army arrived at their destination in Tuttul.*®

Beyond agriculture and warfare, other administrative activities follow a seasonal calendar
as well. We see this particularly for the census of the army that was organized during the
eponymy Adad-bani.* This activity had been prepared since the end of the winter, the
participating administrators had to swear the fidelity-oath in month v*,* but the census itself
took place later. In ASnakkum the census of the soldiers was accomplished in the first week
of month vii*.*!

7. Tuttul and Mari after the collapse of Samsi-Adad’s empire

We have seen that what we cautiously refer to as the so-called “Samsi-Adad calendar” can
indeed be linked to the activities of this king, since the first attestations of this calendar
follow his conquests of Upper Mesopotamian cities. No such dating is attested before his
reign. After the conquest, local calendars could survive and local month names could be used

43 For the letter by La’im to Yasmah-Addu A.687, published by Villard 1990: 573-575, see http://www.archibab.
r/T929.

44 Textno. 103 published by Ismail 1991: 109—116 from Tell Leilan, ancient Subat-Enlil/Sehna. The text is more
recent than Samii-Adad’s reign, dating from eponymy Ili-bani (REL 205, see Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen
2012: 96, dated ca. 1768 BC).

45  The date is not mentioned by the author but derived from the reconstruction of the military events, see Charpin
and Ziegler 2003: 115-116.

46  23/vi/Asqudum: king and troops in Mari (ARM 11 7); 25/vi/Asqidum: king and troops in Suprum (ARM 11
8); 27/vi/Asqidum: wine for higher ranking military (FM 11 4); 11/vii/Asqidum: king and troops in Mari
(ARM 12 8).

47  4/vi/AsSur-malik (short: ASm): king and troops in Mari (ARM 11 1); 5/vi/ASm: king and troops in Mari (ARM
12 4); 7-vi-Asm: king and troops in Mari (ARM 11 3); 8/vi/ASm: king and troops in Mari (ARM 11 4); 10/vi/
Asm: king and troops in Mari (M.10156).

48  KTT 83, dated as 28/vii/ASm.

49  Charpin and Ziegler 2003: 127-130.

50  Charpin 1984: 97 no. 97, dated as 2/v*/Adad-bani.

51  OBTCB 19, dated 6/vii*/Adad-bani. The census in Asnakkum ended with a banquet for 2760 soldiers of the
province of Qirdahat.
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besides the ones of the Samii-Adad calendar. This is particularly well documented at Mari,
where the two calendars were in use side by side in palace administration (see Table 2).

In Tuttul, the only calendar in use was the Samsi-Adad calendar. When, at the end of
SamsT-Adad’s reign, Tuttul was conquered by Zimri-Lim, this dating system and eponymies
were abandoned. Four texts give month names of the Mari calendar and two year names
referring to Zimri-Lim’s conquest of Tuttul. Then the palace of Tuttul was destroyed.

Table 5: Conquest of Tuttul by Zimri-Lim attested by dated texts (see Charpin and Ziegler 2003: 138)

Date (month names correspond to the Mari calendar) Text reference (cf. Krebernik 2001)
9/Ebiirum/— KTT 182
21/Abum/sanat Zikvi-Lim(sic.) ana Tuttul irubu KTT 179
10/Hibirtum/— KTT 180
27/Hibirtum/Sanat Zimri-Lim ana Tuttul irubu KTT 181

Mari was conquered by the armies of Zimri-Lim in ca. 1775 BC. The datings of the texts from
Mari caused trouble for us modern historians: there is good evidence for the first months of
Yasmah-Addu’s final year. Mari was besieged and the name of the new eponym was not used
in Mari. Texts date to the “eponymy after Tab-silli-As$Sur.”*? Yasmah-Addu probably was
killed somewhere after day 11/v* in the eponymy following Tab-silli-A$8ur. The Sim’alite
general Bannum entered Mari some weeks before Zimri-Lim could enter the capital city of his
ancestors. The very latest text dated by eponymy from Mari mentions the general Bannum’s
estate.>* After Zimri-Lim’s arrival, the Samsi-Adad datings were completely abandoned —
month names now followed the Mari calendar, years were no more dated by eponyms, but by
Akkadian year names commemorating the activities of the king Zimri-Lim.

8. Upper Mesopotamia after the collapse of Samsi-Adad’s empire

The Samsi-Adad calendar survived in Upper Mesopotamia, where texts also continued to
be dated by AsSur eponyms. Tell Rimah, ancient Qattara,*® has delivered several hundreds
of administrative texts dated by this system: the latest is from the eponymy Sabrum,® REL
218, about 1755 BC. Although this city was controlled by a general of the Babylonian king
Hammurabi, no dated text followed Babylonian customs.

52 See above Table 3. The eponym following Tab-silli-AsSur is attested by KEL G. His name was Ennam-Assur,
numbered REL 198 by Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen 2012: 95. In Mari no texts dated by this Ennam-Assur
have been published, elsewhere, in ASnakkum, texts dated by this eponymy are CB III 153—157.

53 See Charpin and Ziegler 2003: 143—-144; some relevant dated texts are enumerated in 154-155. For the
chronological issue, and a proposal of the reconstruction of events of the first months of Zimri-Lim’s reign,
see 170-181.

54 M.6231 quoted by Charpin and Ziegler 2003: 139 and n. 520. The text has now been published in Durand
2019 as ARM 33 35.

55 The 335 Old Babylonian tablets have been published by Dalley, Walker and Hawkins 1976; texts are quoted as
OBTR. The major part were the archives of a royal lady, Iltani, wife of the royal chief diviner of Karana, Agba-
Hammu. These archives have been reedited with collations and comments by Langlois (2017a and 2017b).

56  See Langlois 2017b: 243-245. Sabrum is numbered REL 218 and dated 1755 BC by Barjamovic, Hertel and
Larsen (2012: 96).
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Andarig certainly also used Samsi-Adad month names."’

In Tell Leilan, the ancient capital city of Samgi-Adad, Subat-Enlil, which regained its
former name Sehna, the survival of his calendar seems obvious. The Samsi-Adad dating
system was used until Samsu-iluna’s conquest and the destruction of the city in his 22
regnal year, ca. 1727 BC. The latest eponyms from Leilan are from the eponymy of Assur-
taklaku.*

But we may suppose that this calendar survived in Upper Mesopotamia and beyond
even afterwards. Eponyms and the Samsi-Adad month names are still attested in later Old
Babylonian times in texts from the city of Tigunanum on the Upper Tigris.* The eponymies
mentioned there are absent from KEL G and should thus be younger than ca. 1718 BC,
the approximate dating of its latest eponym in this list, REL 255.°° In 2013, D. Charpin
dedicated a short note to this question and discussed the evidence: the eponyms are Qadiya
and Kidannassi, and seven different month names of the Samsi-Adad calendar are attested
by the dated texts.

Conclusion

The Samsi-Adad calendar probably bears this modern appellation for good reasons. It seems
to have been imposed on Upper Mesopotamia by this king after his successful conquests.
The best evidence for this derives from Mari. The former dating system survived after the
conquest, but in letters addressed to Yasmah-Addu and his contemporaries only the Samsi-
Adad month names are used. After Zimri-Lim’s conquest, the Mari scribes got back to former
habits, i.e. to the local calendar and to a year name system.

We do not know which calendars had been in use before Samsi-Adad’s conquest in the
regions of the northeastern part of Upper Mesopotamia, but we see that this dating system
was maintained even after the collapse of Samsi-Adad’s dynasty in all the different petty
kingdoms of the Sinjar region, the Habur triangle, and even in the Upper Tigris region.
Without political pressure, the scribes and kings of these regions preferred to continue to
date with Assyrian eponyms. For the month names, they used the Sam3i-Adad calendar; no
deviant local months are attested. It seems that this “international” system was convenient
for them, which allowed communication of dates between the different Upper Mesopotamian
kingdoms, and was a kind of politically “neutral” dating system (Charpin and Ziegler 2013;

57  See Charpin and Ziegler 2003: 216 n. 428 for M.9729+, a letter from Atamrum mentioning his arrival in the
city of Andarig on the 16/Ayyarum.

58  The numbering of eponyms is not clear, KEL G: 113-122 is broken. AsSur-taklaku is numbered REL 241 and
dated 1732 BC by Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen 2012: 96 — which would make it later than Samsu-iluna’s
campaign. See the proposal of Charpin (2011: 57), written before their study and focusing for the datings on
the Babylonian chronology.

59  See above n. 16. Dated texts are published by George 2013 and 2017. For the datings, see Charpin 2013.

60  According to Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen (2012: 97), the latest eponym attested by KEL G Anaku-ana-
AsSur son of AsSur-tab is REL 255, dated by them ca. 1718 BC. Notice that lines 113122 of KEL G are
broken and that there are problems for the reconstruction of eponyms, see Barjamovic, Hertel and Larsen
2012: 96 and 101. Nevertheless, a much later setting of the Tigunanum texts seems plausible. The king of
Tigunanum was Tunip-Tes$Sub, alias Tuniya. Illicit excavations have provided the antiquities market with
several hundreds of tablets from his reign. A synchronism with the Hittite king Hattusili I suggests a dating
late in the Old Babylonian period, about 1630 BC (George 2013: 101).
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Charpin and Ziegler 2016).! Even though Babylonia or Aleppo are known to have exerted
political and military influence in these regions, no other dating system is recorded by
published texts.
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