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Location of Marseille on the French Mediterranean coast
(Google Earth capture)
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Map of the narrow natural bay, called Lacydon, in the archaic period (600 - 480 BC)
(M. Bouiron, 2001, in : Marseille, trames et paysages urbains de Gyptis au roi René, p. 406) 



1. Context and global issues

Map of the narrow natural bay, called Lacydon, in the archaic period (600 - 480 BC)
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Perimeter of the city
during the Antiquity



1. Context and global issues

Plan and satellite view of the Old Port as it is today
(M. Bouiron, 2001, in : Marseille, trames et paysages urbains de Gyptis au roi René, p. 405.  and Google Earth capture)



1. Context and global issues

Map of the narrow natural bay, called Lacydon, in the archaic period (600 - 480 BC)
(M. Bouiron, 2001, in : Marseille, trames et paysages urbains de Gyptis au roi René, p. 406) 

First port infrastructures 
(early 6th century BC)

First wharf, archaïc period. Villeneuve-Bargemon excavations
(Ph. Foliot in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 ans d’histoire,1999, p. 21). 



1. Context and global issues

Typology of Marseille’s amphoras, greek period
(G. Bertucchi, 1990, in : Études Massaliètes 2, fig. 1, p.17) 



1. Context and global issues

Bust of Julius Caesar
Marble, 45-44 B.C.
Museum of Vatican

49 B.C. : The capture of Marseille by Julius Caesar

« While this was going on in Spain, Caesar’s officer Gaius Trebonius, who

had been left behind for the assault on Marseilles, […] ».

Caesar, Civil War, II, 1 (trans. Damon LCL)



1. Context and global issues

Bust of Julius Caesar
Marble, 45-44 B.C.
Museum of Vatican

49 B.C. : The capture of Marseille by Julius Caesar

→ Chronological marker 
The beggining of the roman period of the city

“ Both Caesar and the commanders who succeeded him, mindful of the
former friendship, acted in moderation with reference to the wrongs done in
the war, and preserved to the city the autonomy which it had had from the
beginning; so that neither Massilia nor its subjects are subject to the praetors
who are sent to the province ”.
Strabo, Géography, IV, 1, 5 (trans. Jones LCL) (end of 1st c. B.C.)
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1. Context and global issues

Map of the roman Narbonensis province. Red color : Massilia and its territory

?



1. Context and global issues

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 

?



1. Context and global issues

3 port sectors :

« North shore »

« Northeast shore »

« Cove’ bottom»

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 
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« North shore sector »
Archaelogycal sites and excavations dates :
- Musée des docks 1947-1948
- Place Jules-Verne 1992-1993
- Place Villeneuve-Bargemon 1996-1997
- Site Bargemon 2002-2003

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 
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« North shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Musée des docks 1947-1948
- Place Jules-Verne 1992-1993
- Place Villeneuve-Bargemon 1996-1997
- Site Bargemon 2002-2003

1st century AD :

Roman wooden wharf. Jules-Verne excavations
(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 ans 

d’histoire,1999, p. 46). 

Roman wharf made with limestone. 
Jules-Verne excavations

(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 

ans d’histoire,1999, p. 45). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 
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« North shore sector »
Archaelogycal sites and excavations dates :
- Musée des docks 1947-1948
- Place Jules-Verne 1992-1993
- Place Villeneuve-Bargemon 1996-1997
- Site Bargemon 2002-2003

1st century AD :

Roman docks museum
(©Ph. Foliot, CNRS-CCJ, 2001). 

Roman wooden wharf. Jules-Verne excavations
(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 ans 

d’histoire,1999, p. 46). 

Roman wharf made with limestone. 
Jules-Verne excavations

(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 

ans d’histoire,1999, p. 45). 

Horrea with dolia. Jules-Verne excavations
(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille,1999, p. 51). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 
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- Musée des docks 1947-1948
- Place Jules-Verne 1992-1993
- Place Villeneuve-Bargemon 1996-1997
- Site Bargemon 2002-2003

1st century AD :

Roman docks museum
(©Ph. Foliot, CNRS-CCJ, 2001). 

Roman wooden wharf. Jules-Verne excavations
(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 ans 

d’histoire,1999, p. 46). 

Roman wharf made with limestone. 
Jules-Verne excavations

(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 

ans d’histoire,1999, p. 45). 

Horrea with dolia. Jules-Verne excavations
(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille,1999, p. 51). 

Plan of the thermal sector. Bargemon site
(R. Thernot in : Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la 

lumière des fouilles récentes,2011, p. 267). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 
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« North shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Musée des docks 1947-1948
- Place Jules-Verne 1992-1993
- Place Villeneuve-Bargemon 1996-1997
- Site Bargemon 2002-2003

2nd-3rd century AD :

Support piles of the wooden landing stage. 
Jules-Verne excavations

(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 ans 

d’histoire,1999, p. 54). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
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« North shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Musée des docks 1947-1948
- Place Jules-Verne 1992-1993
- Place Villeneuve-Bargemon 1996-1997
- Site Bargemon 2002-2003

2nd-3rd century AD :

Support piles of the wooden landing stage. 
Jules-Verne excavations

(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 ans 

d’histoire,1999, p. 54). 

Wrecks dredgers JV3 and JV4. 
Jules-Verne excavations

(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 ans d’histoire,1999, p. 49). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 



1. Context and global issues

« North shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Musée des docks 1947-1948
- Place Jules-Verne 1992-1993
- Place Villeneuve-Bargemon 1996-1997
- Site Bargemon 2002-2003

4th century AD :

Abandoned level of horrea following fires. 
End of the 4th century A.D.

(in : Parcours de ville. Marseille : 10 ans d’archéologie, 2600 ans 

d’histoire,1999, p. 52). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 



1. Context and global issues

« Between the north and the northeast shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Fouilles Samaritaine 1864
- Surverse Vieux-Port / Rue de la République 2004-2006

The successive quay improvements next to the northeast port sector
(B. Sillano in : Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes,2011, p. 265). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 
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« Between the north and the northeast shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Fouilles Samaritaine 1864
- Surverse Vieux-Port / Rue de la République 2004-2006

The successive quay improvements next to the northeast port sector
(B. Sillano in : Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes,2011, p. 265). 

Quay made with stone blocs. 1st century A.D.
(©N. Weydert, INRAP, 2007). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 
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« Northeast shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Site de la Bourse 1967-1984
- 23 quai Rive Neuve 2006

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 
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« Northeast shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Site de la Bourse 1967-1984
- 23 quai Rive Neuve 2006

Plan of the « Harbour horn » and the roman remains around
(According to the plan of M. Borély, CNRS-IAM, made between 1972 and 1979). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 



1. Context and global issues

« Northeast shore sector »
Archaelogycal sites and excavations dates :
- Site de la Bourse 1967-1984
- 23 quai Rive Neuve 2006

Plan of the « Harbour horn » and the roman remains around
(According to the plan of M. Borély, CNRS-IAM, made between 1972 and 1979). 

Quay wall of the « Harbour horn »
(©A. Chenet, CNRS-IAM, 1968). 

Freshwater reservoir

Horrea with dolia

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 



1. Context and global issues

Hypothesis of restitution of the ‘Harbour Norn’ sector in Roman times. 
(©J.-M. Gassend, IRAA-CNRS, 2009) 



1. Context and global issues

« Northeast shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Site de la Bourse 1967-1984
- 23 quai Rive Neuve 2006

Plan of the « Harbour horn » and the roman remains around
(According to the plan of M. Borély, CNRS-IAM, made between 1972 and 1979). 

450 – 580 A.D. Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 



1. Context and global issues

« Northeast shore sector »
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Site de la Bourse 1967-1984
- 23 quai Rive Neuve 2006

Plan of the « Harbour horn » and the roman remains around
(According to the plan of M. Borély, CNRS-IAM, made between 1972 and 1979). 

580 – 700 + A.D. Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 



1. Context and global issues

« Cove’s bottom sector»
Archaelogical sites and excavations dates :
- Place Général de Gaule 1992-1993

North limit of the stony area S 184
(©M. Bouiron, Atelier du Patrimoine, 1994). 

Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites
(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 



1. Context and global issues

« North shore »

« Northeast shore »

« Cove’ bottom»

?
Localisation of Marseille’s roman achaeological sites

(Mellinand et al., Topographie urbaine de Marseille romaine : à la lumière des fouilles récentes, 2011, p. 260) 



1. Context and global issues

Two général issues

→ Reflect on the organization of the city’s port during the Roman perod

→ More define its role as a commercial port



1. Context and global issues

Two général issues

→ Reflect on the organization of the city’s port during the Roman perod

→ More define its role as a commercial port

I focused on the mising piece of the puzzle :
The northeast shore sector : The « Harbour Horn »
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3 excavations phases :



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

3 excavations phases :

1968-1969 :
Supervisor C. Varoqueaux

38 surveys

The Harbour horn being excavated. Northeast View
(© CNRS-CCJ archives, 1968). 



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

3 excavations phases :

1974 :
Supervisor J.-M. Gassend

Excavation of ‘la Bourse’ wreck

Excavation of ‘la Bourse’ wreck
(© A. Chenet, CNRS-CCJ, 1974). 



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

3 excavations phases :

1979-1984 :
Supervisor M. Bonifay

7 surveys

Additional surveys in the Harbour horn
(© M.Bonifay, CNRS-CCJ, 1979). 



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

Some part of the remains have been preserved and are now presented to the public

Aerial view of the archaeological site linked to the History Museum of Marseille
(©Ph. Folio and L. Damelet, CNRS-CCJ, 2008) 



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

What is published ? 
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What is published ?
General articles as the excavation progresses 

1968

1976

1980

1996



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

What is published ?
1 article that deals with the construction and the architectural transformations of 
the monument 

R. Guéry, Le port antique de Marseille, 1992 
(Etudes Massaliètes, 3), p. 109-121.



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

What is published ?

→ M. Bonifay, Fouilles récentes sur le chantier de la Bourse : niveaux de l'Antiquité tardive et 
du Haut Moyen-Âge, Archéologie du Midi méditerranéen, 1981, p. 37-48.

→ M. Bonifay, J.-P. Pelletier, Eléments d’évolution des céramiques de l’Antiquité tardive à 
Marseille d’après les fouilles de la Bourse (1980-1981), Revue archéologique de 
Narbonnaise, 16, 1, 1983, p. 285-346.

→ M. Bonifay, R. Guéry, L’antiquité tardive sur le chantier de la Bourse à Marseille (Bouches-
du-Rhône), in LA3M (dir.), L’Archéologie Médiévale en Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (1970-
1982), Aix-en-Provence, 1984, p. 111-114.

→ M. Bonifay et al., Les niveaux de l’Antiquité tardive (Ve – VIIe s.) : dépotoirs et habitat, in  
M. Bonifay, M.-B. Carre, Y. Rigoir (dir.), Fouilles à Marseille : les mobiliers (Ier-VIIe siècles ap. 
J.-C.), Paris, 1998, p. 102-196 (Etudes Massaliètes, 5).
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What is published ?
The excavation documentation and ceramic study of 3 surveys only
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What is published ?
The excavation documentation and ceramic study of 3 surveys only

Survey C.III.12

East-west section of the port filling, survey C.III.12
(in Jourdan L., La faune du site gallo-romain et paléochrétien de la Bourse (Marseille), 1976. ). 



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

What is published ?
The excavation documentation and ceramic study of 3 surveys only

Survey C.III.12

East-west section of the port filling, survey C.III.12
(in Jourdan L., La faune du site gallo-romain et paléochrétien de la Bourse (Marseille), 1976. ). 

C. Huguet, La céramique romaine de la corne du port de
Marseille : un contexte de de la seconde moitié du IIe
siècle apr. J.-C., SFECAG, Actes du Congrès de Langres,
2007, p. 553-561.



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

What is published ?
The excavation documentation and ceramic study of 3 surveys only

M.-B. Carre, D. Foy, R. Guéry, L. Masson, M. Pasqualini
Le sondage DY 09, in : M. Bonifay, M.-B. Carre, Y. Rigoir
(dir.), Fouilles à Marseille : les mobiliers (Ier-VIIe siècles ap.
J.-C.), 1998, p.56-68.

Survey DY 09



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

What is published ?
The excavation documentation and ceramic study of 3 surveys only

J.-P. Cuomo, J.-M. Gassend, La construction alternée des
navires antiques et l’épave de la Bourse à Marseille,
Revue archéologique de Narbonnaise, 15, 1, 1982,
p. 263-272.

« La Bourse » wreck



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

What is published ?
The excavation documentation and ceramic study of 3 surveys only

M.-B. Carre, C. Del Vais, D. Foy, R. Guéry, S. Lang, R.
Michelini, M. Pasqualini, L. Pietropaolo, Le secteur de
l’épave, in : M. Bonifay, M.-B. Carre, Y. Rigoir (dir.), Fouilles
à Marseille : les mobiliers (Ier-VIIe siècles ap. J.-C.), 1998,
p.68-101.

« La Bourse » wreck



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

→ No overall study of this port sector

→More than ¾ of the ceramics objects found in the harbor
are unpublished

→No chronological phasing of the entière backfill

→No quantitative datas to allow comparison with other
roman harbour.
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Specific stakes and objectives of my research :

Characterizing



2. The archaeological site and specific problems

Specific stakes and objectives of my research :

Characterizing

Chronology
Layout

Transformations
End of the port function

Uses
&

Work activities around
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Ancient 
datas

What datas I use ? The literature and general articles
Few descriptions and first interpretations

The excavations records
Manuscript and typed excavation journal
23 diferent digger supervisors

Sketchs, sections, photographs
With the excavation records
They allow to complete descriptions

Plans
Large number of unpublished architectural 
surveys and plans. 



3. Datas and methodology

What datas I use ?

Architectural drawing of de quay wall 
(J.-M. Gassend, 1969, CCJ archive - ATP N 158) 

Plan of the east part of the quay
(A. Carrier et M.Rival, 1969, CCJ archive - ATP N 157) 

Plan of the connection between the two part of the quay
(M. Borély, 1973, CCJ archive - ATP 162 2) 



3. Datas and methodology

Ancient 
datas

What datas I use ? The literature and general articles
Few descriptions and first interpretations

The excavations records
Manuscript and typed excavation journal
23 diferent digger supervisors

Sketchs, sections, photographs
With the excavation records
They allow to complete descriptions

Plans
Large number of unpublished architectural 
surveys and plans. 

Ceramic objects



3. Datas and methodology

What datas I use ?

Washing and storage of the ceramic object
gathered on the « La Bourse » site.

(SRA archive, 1968, n°21483) 

1968-1969 
Begining of the ceramics study under the supervision of 
J. Deneauve
They choose to study vessels
Pieces allowing to date and complete forms

4500 boxes just for ceramic objetcs
+ 90 objects kept in the showcases or reserves of the 

History Museum of Marseille



3. Datas and methodology

What datas I use ?

1. The material which is published

2. The material studied by Deneauve’s team but not published
3. ( all the pieces have an inventory number)

3. The material that has never beean studied

We must distinct 3 groups of the Harbour Horn ceramic material :

Huguet 2007

©L. Damelet, 2007
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What datas I use ? The literature and general articles
Few descriptions and first interpretations

The excavations records
Manuscript and typed excavation journal
23 diferent digger supervisors

Sketchs, sections, photographs
With the excavation records
They allow to complete descriptions

Plans
Large number of unpublished architectural 
surveys and plans. 

Ceramic objects

Coins



3. Datas and methodology

Ancient 
datas

What datas I use ? The literature and general articles
Few descriptions and first interpretations

The excavations records
Manuscript and typed excavation journal
23 diferent digger supervisors

Sketchs, sections, photographs
With the excavation records
They allow to complete descriptions

Plans
Large number of unpublished architectural 
surveys and plans. 

Ceramic objects

Coins

Studies on other types of 
objects

To approach various activities not 
directly linked to ceramic. 



3. Datas and methodology

What datas I use ?

Recent datas
New field operations (december 2018 – march 2019)
Logistical and scientifi support of CEREGE (A. Bivolaru, P.-E. Mathé, Y. Quesnel, M. Uehara), CCJ (V. Dumas), MHM 
(X. Corré, M. Moliner, F. Denise), INRAP (Ph. Mellinand), Aix-en-Provence Archeological Department (S. Bonnet)



3. Datas and methodology

What datas I use ?

Recent datas

Creation in 2020 of the MassAH Projet 
‘The Paleoenvironment of Massalia’ Ancient Harbour’

Carried by M.-B. Carre (CNRS, CCJ) and P.-E. Mathé (AMU, CNRS, CEREGE)

Collaboration between members of 4 institutions : 
CEREGE, CCJ, the History Museum of Marseille and the Laboratorul de Arheologie « Dinu Theodorescu » (Bucarest 
University). 

The project has received funding from Excellence Initiative of Aix-Marseille University - A*MIDEX, a French 
"Investissements d’Avenir" programme - Institute for Mediterranean Archaeology ARKAIA (AMX-19-IET-003).



3. Datas and methodology

What datas I use ?

Ancient and recent datas

Published Studied but 
unpublished

Unstudied

Cross-reference them
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How do I proceed ?



3. Datas and methodology

How do I proceed ?

Investigate from 3 major themes :

→ A restitution of the stratigraphy port filling

→ An architectural vantage of the monument

→ An analyze of the material 
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How do I proceed ?

1. Restitution of the stratigraphy port filling
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How do I proceed ?

2. An architectural vantage of the monument



3. Datas and methodology

How do I proceed ?

2. An architectural vantage of the monument

→ How the ‘Harbour Horn’ was built ? 
→ Techniques and materials ?
→ Datation ?
→ Original shape ?

Work in collaboration with specialists of ancient architecture and port facilities.



3. Datas and methodology

How do I proceed ?

2. An architectural vantage of the monument

Gathered informations from :
- Excavations records
- The 3 surveys opened outside of the quays.
- The observation of the monument on the site
- Photographs and architectural surveys

©Rougemont, 1968, n° inv SRA 21476



3. Datas and methodology

How do I proceed ?

3. An analyze of the material
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How do I proceed ?

3. An analyze of the material

16 surveys selected for the ceramic
material study



3. Datas and methodology

How do I proceed ?

3. An analyze of the material

Classical Study (typological and quantitative) + selections for archaeometric analyses



3. Datas and methodology

How do I proceed ?

3. An analyze of the material

To face the quantity, organization of an internship with ungraduated students (Aix Marseille Univ)
2 weeks in November 2020



3. Datas and methodology

How do I proceed ?

3. An analyze of the material

Contributions :

→Chronology
→Port activities
→ Evolution of vessels and commodities arrivals



4. Some Results



4. Results

Focus on Early Roman Empire period results

1. The quay’ construction

2. Two example of work activities

3. City’s commercial relations



5. Conclusion



5. Conclusion

The review of this context shows that :

→Many aspects remain unpublished and need to be better justify. 

→ The datas gathered is usable and allow us to study this port sector.



5. Conclusion

This study is ongoing but already brings some results :

1. The date of the quay remains to be better defined
The analysis of the two surveys located outside the west quay didn’t provide more information.
Is the Harbour Horn part of a large transformation or not ?

2. During the 2nd century AD Marseille plays an important trade role
Products come from the entire Mediterranean (especially from the African Province)
The city has many connections with the hinterland



5. Conclusion

Perspectives :

→ Comparisons with other ports sectors and contexts excavated within the city

→ Comparisons with other portuary sites located between the city and the mouth of the Rhône 
river.

Marseille
Mouth of the 
Rhône river



Thank you for your attention


