N

HAL

open science

Sunoikisis Digital Classics

Alessio Sopracasa

» To cite this version:

Alessio Sopracasa. Sunoikisis Digital Classics: Summer2020 Session 4. Ecole thématique. Text-
Bearing Objects 2, https://github.com/SunoikisisDC/SunoikisisDC-2019-2020/wiki/Summer2020-

Session-4#tsession-3-text-bearing-objects-2, France. 2020. halshs-03950835

HAL Id: halshs-03950835
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-03950835

Submitted on 22 Jan 2023

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépot et a la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche francais ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.


https://shs.hal.science/halshs-03950835
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr

SORBONNE
UNIVERSITE

CNRS

Paris IV

Paris |

EPHE

College de France

UMR 8167

Aleséi Sopracasa
(Sorbonne Université — CNRS UMR8167-Monde byzantin)

Sunoikisis Digital Classics Summer 2020
Text-Bearing Objects 2 - April 30, 2020

Mondes sémitiques
Antiquité tardive
Monde byzantin
Médecine grecque
Islam meédiéval



What a Byzantine seal 1s ...

a small round object

mostly made of lead

used to autenticate a document

often bearing name and functions of the issuer + the chosen iconography

the documents which the seals were attached to are today lost, hence, the seals
are studied per se



... and how to produce 1t
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Matrix or boulloterion for Byzantine seals
(Harvard Art Museum, 1951.31.6)
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... and how to produce 1t
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... and how to produce it

Engraved surface (negative)
One of the 2 faces of the

future seal
\

An impression has been left on the blank A blank

and an image and text bearing object has been produced /

Engraved surface (negative)
One of the 2 faces of the
future seal

Matrix or boulloterion for Byzantine seals
(Harvard Art Museum, 1951.31.6)

obverse reverse




3 different examples of what 1s currently done with the seals
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USING DIGISIG

Contributing Repositories & Sources

seal ©
Search 40598 zeal records from the following sources:

Find a particular 'seal' by entering its DIGISIG identification number, eg: 10213781". The =eal information page offers references to
descriptions of the seal and a izt of examples (impressions, matrices, casts)

item Lol

An 'iten iz a document or object in an archive or museum. To search for an tem, enter the tem's shelfimark, eg: DL10/ET, or a location, eg:
Westminster'. The location is provided by the repository which holds the tem, and may refer to where the item originates or where it was
discovered. On the item information page you discover what seal impressions, matrices, and casts are components of the item.

Publications and Projects
of British S=el-Dies in the British
Manuscripts in the British Museum

luseum

ue of Sesls in the Departmant o
ecard Cffice

hapter of Dusham:

The Mational Arch Kew, Catalogue of S=als

Repositories

Univessity, Archives and Special Colledtions

description [

A ‘description” is an entry in a seal catalogue. You can search descriptions in three ways. Each description can be located by its identifier,
eg: 'P3&. Descriptions can also be searched by entering a name, ey 'Henry of Grosmont. Atternatively, vou can search the text that the
cataloguer has used to describe the seal's motif, eg: "griffin’. The description information page provides links to related descriptions and to
the =seal information page

British Mussum

A

DESCRIPTIONS

Canterbury Cathedral

impression/matriicast & f ©

Seals survive in different physical forms. A matrix is a stamp used to make a seal impression. A seal impression is an cbject imprinted with

a seal matrix, A castis a modern copy of a seal impression. Record Office

http://digisig.org/: an enhanced and searchable version (with photos where possible) of British archives’ and
libraries’ catalogues ’




SIGILLA

2 numérique des sceaux

" conserves en France AUTEURS CONTRIBUTEURS ETUDIER UN SCEAU COLLECTIONS / THEMATIQUES

L

BASE NUMERIQUE DES SCEAUX '
~~_ " . CONSERVESEN FRANCE
| A 7

LE PROJET SIGILLA

Sigilla est la concrétisation d'un outil de recherche simple rapide et unifiée au travers de toutes les
sources sigillographiques francaises. Le projet a la volonté de considérer le sceau dans sa sérialité,
et dans son contexte et développe une démarche pluridisciplinaire qui associe la diplomatique,
I'emblématique et I'dpigraphie. Le projet est conduit par un consortium d'établissements qui réunit
des universités, des services darchives et des établissements de recherches. Son accés est libre et
ouvert a tous les possesseurs de sources sigillographiques.

http://www.sigilla.or

A more elaborated search tool
based on French archives’ and
libraries’ catalogues



DUMBARTON OAKS

VisiT EVENTS | EXHIBITS RESEARCH RESOURCES ABOUT HEWS Q
ART = MATURE = SCHOLARSHIP

HESDURCES > BYZANTINE SEALS

Search the Catalogue

More filters

General Search

(@ all items Saarch

() in current results

Century Romanes hypatos and N. droungarios (eighth century) M. chartoularios of the imperial
I:l 10th crme anagrapheus (ninth century) BZS519551.1278 stables (ninth century)
|:| BZS19551.1279 BZS519551.1276
1ith zaoy I
[] 12th g 4 I
[ 13th pesy
[ 14th s I
[] t5the I
[] 4t Vasop imperial
Vaanios hypatos and imperial spatharckandidatos (tenth Thomas imperial spatharios
[ 5th = spatharios (eighth century) century) {ninth century)
[ 6th e BZ5195511272 BZ5195511274 BZ5.195511270
[ it oo I
] 8th e
[] oth e=s
Location I
All{11884) |~ Thomas imperial kourator {ninth ~ Thomas hypatos, imperial Theophylaktos imperial vestitor
Titl century) spatharokandidatos, and (ninth/tenth century)
e
BZ5.195511267 tourmarches (eighth century) BZ5.195511266
All {11884) [ I BZ5195511268 I
e - Jf A | A A

https://www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzantine-seals#b_start=0: ongoing catalogue of the Byzantine seals collection at
Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Washington D.C.



Anastasios archiatros (tenth/eleventh century)

Obverse Reverse

Patriarchal cross (X on lower crossing) on three steps. Fleurons rise from Inscription of four lines, a cross above. Border of dots.
the base to the upper crossbar. Border of dots.

.
RS,
_ACTA
APXI
TPO

[Kivpls Blon)é(e) [Avlaotalofiv)] dpxiatpo

ACCESSION NUMBER ~ BZS1958106 5338 Translation

DIAMETER |~ 12.0 mm Kipie Bofj8el AvaocTaoiw dpyLarpo.
Lord, help Anastasios, head surgeon.
Commentary

The rare term archiatros indicates that the owner of this seal was
"head surgeon.”

https://www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzantine-seals/BZS.1958.106.5338/view



SigiDoc 1s...

...an XML-based & TEI-compliant
tool and encoding standard for the

digital edition of Byzantine seals and
the digital conversion of paper-
published editions



From a SigiDoc point of view, a seal 1s:

»an object numismatics

»>a text epigraphy
(numismatics)

»an 1conography numismatics

A major difference: unlike for coins, usually there are not series of inscriptions
and seals



https://tei-c.org/

Specific and original work

EpiDoc + EFES + on sigillographic standards
of edition
https://sourceforge.net/p/epidoc/wiki/Home/ https://github.com/EpiDoc/EFES/wiki

S1g1Doc

SigiDoc-based project SigiDoc-based project SigiDoc-based project SigiDoc-based project SigiDoc-based project SigiDoc-based project

=\ /

Virtually unified
sigillographic corpus through
common search interface 14



The structure of a Sigidoc XML file: the template for the edition of a Byzantine seal

- <titleStmt/>

<physDesc/>
<origDate/>
<history/>

<msPart n="r"/> —
<msPart n="v"/>

<textLang/>
' ~ <div type="bibliography"/>

<facsimile/> { <graphic/> =
<div type="edition"/>

<teiHeader/>
|

<div type="apparatus"/>
<div type="translation"/> -
<div type="commentary"/>

<text/>

Title
Artifact

Physical description
Dating
History

Inscribed field — Obverse
Inscribed field — Reverse

Text

Images

Interpretive | Diplomatic

Apparatus criticus
Legend and Translation
Commentary

From the seal (left) to the EFES-generated webpage (right), through the SigiDoc XML template (middle)



SigiDoc (adapted from EpiDoc)
Produces XML files containing all the information, esp.:
 Metadata

* Legend (text)
* Indexing information

EFES

e Organisation of data (indices, search form, ...)
* Visualisation and publication: dratf of the final web page



An exemple of how SigiDoc encodes a seal’s text (1.e. a legend)



Seal of Oursel (Roussel) de Bailleul, proedros and stratopedarches

<div type="textpart" subtype="sigla" n="obv" rend="linear">
<ab>
<cb n="a"/>
<rs type="marianSigla" ref="marianSigla.xml#Mntnp_0Oeol">
<w lemma="unRtnp" lemmaRef="http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mhthr&amp;la=greek">
<expan><abbr>M</abbr><ex>ntn</ex><abbr>p</abbr></expan>
</w>
<cb n="b"/>
<rs type="divinity" ref="divinities.xmI#@eoc¢">

MP-BV M(Atn)p O(e0)b



Seal of Oursel (Roussel) de Bailleul, proedros and stratopedarches

<div type="textpart" subtype="face" n="rev" rend="linear">
<ab>
<lg type="legendsCases" ref="legendsCases.xml#Dat">

+BKERO + O(got0)Ke Bo-
HO€EIgPCe nBeL OVLpoE-
AHIMPOEAPW An po£dpw
SCTPATOIE (kal) otpatorne-

AAPXH dapxn

19



Seal of Oursel (Roussel) de Bailleul, proedros and stratopedarches (1070/72-1078)

<lb n="1"/>
+
<rs type="invocation" ref="invocation.xml#Invoc5">
<rs type="marianAppellative" ref="marianAppellatives.xmI#@eotokog">
<expan><abbr>0</abbr><ex>goto</ex><abbr>ke</abbr></expan>

</rs>
<w lemma="Bonbéw" lemmaRef="http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bohgei&amp;la=greek">
Bo
<lb n="2" break="no"/>nBel
</w>

</rs>




Seal of Oursel (Roussel) de Bailleul, proedros and stratopedarches

<persName type="attested" ref="prosopography.xmI|#PBWRoussel61">
<name type="forename">
Olpoe
<lb n="3" break="no"/>
An
</name>
</persName>

21



Seal of Oursel (Roussel) de Bailleul, proedros and stratopedarches

<rs type="dignity" ref="dignities.xml#npoedpoc">
NMPoEdpw
</rs>

22



Seal of Oursel (Roussel) de Bailleul, proedros and stratopedarches

<|b n:|I4II/>
<w lemma="katl" lemmaRef="http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?I=kai&amp;la=greek">
<expan><ex>kal</ex></expan>

</w>
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Seal of Oursel (Roussel) de Bailleul, proedros and stratopedarches

<rs type="officeMilitary" ref="officeMilitary.xml#otpatonedapxnc">
OTPATOTIE
<lb n="5" break="no"/>

&apxn
</rs>

24



The 1conography (n progress)

o a major challenge

o  SigiDoc will also come with an iconography description standard specifically designed for
Byzantine sigillography

o the principle is: start big

finish small

> data are organised in hierarchical order, from the largest categories (person, animal,
cross, etc.) to the smallest details (objects held by persons, clothes, attributes, etc.)

> the system is extensible



The iconography (In progress)

Which is the best way to handle and display it?
XML to visualise the description inside the seal’s edition?

A drop-down menu with constrained choices for a search interface?



The iconography (In progress)

Animal

DESCRIPTION

‘N-mller| Class ‘Spec|ﬁ| Stance
1 [winged|eagle [flying right

ATTRIBUTES

‘ Object | Field |Appe:nnu ‘ Gesture
‘ribbon aroundNeck |crcnss betweenWings |cmvedWing5 ‘wingsUpliﬂed upward

1 " R

|

These terms look weird simply because the stylesheet takes the attributes’ values in the XML file
» The elements and the attributes of the decriptive XML files (partly represented here in green) are also the

fields for a future search form
27
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