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Naija and Nigerian Pidgin

• Naija, a language with very little morphology

• Syntactic structures rely heavily on word-order, and often show no cue to differentiate e.g. complementation and coordination from and SVC construction (7) Annotated as coordination in the corpus.

However: cf. Igbo (3) analysed as SVC:

SVCs in Naija

 Verbhood: SVCs link individual verbs that can be used as full lexical verbs heading an independent clause.

 Intonation: SVCs are pronounced with a single intonation contour, like single-verb clauses.

 TAM and polarity:

 SVCs make up a single clause with a single TAM and polarity value having scope over the combination of verbs.

 If there is just a single person, tense, mood or negation marker, it occurs in a peripheral position that is, preceding the first verb or following the last verb.

 No dependency: The verbs making up SVCS have no predicateargument relation. 

SYMMETRIC SVCS

 "a set of (sub)events occurring in a temporal sequence or overlapping". (Lovestrand 2018: 29). Not common in our corpus.

ASYMMETRIC SVCS

 In asymmetric SVCs, one of the verbs belongs to a restricted inventory, and this verb is modifying the other one, with modifying V2 constructions being the best known and more numerous. 



  Naija is different from Nigerian Pidgin  Nigerian Pidgin = creole = several hundred years old  Faraclas (1989) ;  Elugbe & Omamor (1991) ;  APICS (Faraclas 2013),  Mensah (2011, 2012)  Naija = pidgincreole = 60 years old  vernacular  Deuber (2005); Mazzoli (2013, 2015) Serial Verb Constructions  Definition of SVC:  "a monoclausal construction consisting of multiple independent verbs with no element linking them and with no predicate-argument relation between the verbs" (Haspelmath 2016: 292) • SVC = no subordination or coordination relation between the verbs



  SVCs are pronounced with a single intonation contour, and SVCs tend to be differentiated from, e.g., asyndetic coordination by pauses or other prosodic boundaries Pauses do not necessarily change the intonation contour  However: No precise prosodic survey has established the prosodic contours of SVCs  Need for further research to be able to use prosodic criteria Negation placement in SVCs  The structural position of the negative marker no in Naija SVCs is strictly before the first verb in the series, as in The insertion of the negation marker no before the (21b) or the V3 (21c) turns the SVC into a coordination, with a prosodic boundary preceding the negative particle no Placement of dey (Imperfective) and con (Consecutive) in SVCs Both are allowed to be repeated or moved away from the pre-V1 position of the other Auxiliaries Conclusion  TAM and negation markers (annotated as Auxiliaries in NSC) have a single value and take scope over the whole of the SVC construction (Property #3a). However, as they are not expressed by a single marker, property #3b does not apply: the Imperfective and the Consecutive are allowed to attach to the pre-V2 position in the SVC. THE "NO PREDICATE-ARGUMENT RELATION" RULE  Following Haspelmath, rule #4 ("the verbs making up SVCS have no predicate-argument relation") excludes completive (25) causative (26) and purposive (27) constructions where we analyse V2 as a predicative complement of V1 with subject raising. Many attempts have been made to classify SVCs according to their semantics (Lovestrand 2018: 31 ff.). We have adopted a classification of SVCs into symmetric vs. asymmetric (Aikhenvald 2006: 21-22). Asymmetrical SVC, that have one open class or unrestricted verb and one closed class or restricted verbics (as in e.g. Yoruba) while symmetric SVCs have no obvious restriction to a particular subclass of verbs.



  Direction: go, come, enter, comot 'leave', etc.  Valency increasing (=dative): give  Aspectual: Resultative  Manner & Time SVC  Conative modal Auxiliary  Purposive SCONJ

= Serial Verb Construction

 "A serial verb construction is a monoclausal construction consisting of multiple independent verbs with no element linking them and with no predicate-argument relation between the verbs."

 Verbs that appear in SVCs normally appear as full verbs heading clauses outside SVCs

 Negative markers no and never (Negative Perfective); TAM markers con (Sequential), go (Future), don (Perfect), dey (Imperfective), fit (ability modality), etc. all appear on the left edge of SVCs, as individual words annotated as AUX