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The Temple and Its Surroundings
on Fabrika Hill, Paphos

Preliminary Results of the French-Polish
Excavations (2018–2019)
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Abstract: The fi eld research conducted in Paphos in the framework of a joint project of 
the Université d’Avignon and the University of Warsaw focuses on the southern part 
of Fabrika hill with the aim to understand its role in the urban life of ancient Nea Paphos. 
Two seasons of the fi eldwork (2018–2019) yielded evidence for the arrangement and 
chronology of a temple site of the Hellenistic and early Roman period. A preliminary 
exploration of underground chambers strongly suggests that they may have been a part of 
the same sacred area as the temple. Moreover, several burials as well as some walls and 
fl oors testify to the use of the site during the Byzantine and Medieval period.
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Since 2008, the Mission archéologique française à Paphos (MafaP), founded and lead by 
Claire Balandier (University of Avignon) has been conducting archaeological research in 
Paphos on Fabrika hill under the auspices of the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus.1 
In antiquity, this rocky hillock constituting the north-eastern limits of the ancient city was 
an important part of Nea Paphos; in the modern record, however, it appeared relatively late.2 
During ten years of fi eldworks, the French team inventoried ancient remains on the hill and 
conducted excavations in three main areas, uncovering a Roman residential building (north 

1 For the bibliography of the research, see: Balandier 2015: 162, n. 3; for schematic plan of Fabrika hill, 
see Fig. 1 therein.

2 For the mentions of Fabrika by nineteenth century travelers and early twentieth century researchers, see: 
Młynarczyk 2020: 60.
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sector), a part of the eastern rampart of the Hellenistic city wall (north-east sector), and 
an underground tunnel supplying a large Roman cistern with water (south-east sector). 
In 2017, co-operation was launched between the University of Avignon and the University 
of Warsaw with the aim of examining the southern part of the hill where a temple site was 
identifi ed; according to the system adapted by the French mission, the area under investiga-
tion is a part of Chantier B. This paper is an extended and more detailed, as well as more 
abundantly illustrated, version of already published preliminary presentation of results of 
the excavations conducted there in May–June of 2018 and 2019.3

HISTORY OF THE RESEARCH ON THE SOUTHERN PART OF FABRIKA HILL

One of the features inventoried by the French team at the beginning of their work in 2008 
on Fabrika was a rock-cut substructure of a building, interp reted as a temple platform by 
Wiktor A. Daszewski and Jolanta Młynarczyk, and fi rst published on a sketchy plan in 
1978.4 It is situated at the top of the hill, at its southern edge, right to the north-west of the 
early Hellenistic theatre.5 In 1987 a partial cleaning of the temple platform was undertaken 
by Günter Grimm from the University of Trier during a single season of excavations on the 
south of Fabrika hill.6 In 2015, Balandier re-cleaned the naos with the help of the staff  of 
the Paphos District Museum, removing bushes from its western end, and gave a detailed 
description of its outline.7 In 2017 a new project of the fi eldwork was undertaken within 
the framework of co-operation between the University of Avignon and the University of 
Warsaw. Two seasons of the excavations (2018–2019) focused on the temple platform, 
whose complete plan was fi nally accomplished, but at the same time the exploration was 
extended to its surroundings in order to understand the historical development of the area.8

3 See: Młynarczyk 2020 (originally a conference paper). The present paper is also diff erently profi led 
than the previous publication. While Młynarczyk 2020 was aimed at presenting the author’s own hypotheses 
regarding the sacred area of Fabrika against fi rst excavation results, in the present paper the authors wish to 
give a detailed account of the fi eldwork in order to provide a sound base for further archaeological research.

4 Daszewski 1978: 181; Młynarczyk 1985: 286–292; 1990: 217–220 and Fig. 31 (the plan drawn by 
K. Kamiński, repeated by Wright 1992: Fig. 123, with mistaken sketch reconstruction of the temple building). 
See also: Młynarczyk 2015: 84. 

5 On the theatre excavated by the University of Sydney, see: Barker 2016: 94–95; for full bibliography, 
see website: PaphosTheatre.

6 Unfortunately, no plan was published then, just a concise communication was given in the Annual Report 
of the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus and in the Bulletin de correspondence hellénique; see: Karageorghis 
1988: 835–836. The artefacts from the German excavations kept at the Paphos Museum are mostly Medieval 
with very few Hellenistic sherds and a fragment of a limestone basin.

7 Balandier 2015: 163–165. A sketch plan, produced on that occasion, has not been published. A fi rst Geo-
graphical Information Survey was made in 2015 by a team led by Charalampos Christakis, from the Department 
of Topography of the Ministry of Public Works of Cyprus.

8 Fieldworks were led by Balandier and Młynarczyk, with the collaboration of Monika Rekowska and 
Mariusz Burdajewicz from the University of Warsaw, and Eric Chabert-Cuenca from the University of Avignon 
as well as students from both universities and British volunteers. Wiesław Małkowski was in charge of the GIS 
survey. Christopher Papadopoulos took the aerial pictures by drone.
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THE EXCAVATIONS ON THE SITE OF THE TEMPLE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS

Since the central and western part of what has been identifi ed as the temple’s naos was 
cleaned down to the bedrock by the German team in 1987, we undertook the exploration 
of the easternmost part of the naos and the rectangular platform preceding it on the east 
(Fig. 1). The very scarce material found in the easternmost portion of the naos consisted 
of poorly preserved pottery sherds ranging in date from the Hellenistic to Medieval and 

1. General plan of the temple platform and location of Trenches I–VII, as well as underground Chambers 5–6 
(Drawing: M. Burdajewicz).
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Ottoman periods, occasionally mixed with modern objects; obviously, there was no chance 
to get any hint as to the time of the temple’s activity.

The eastern part of the temple platform, identifi ed as a pronaos in previous publications,9 
is elevated 28.30m asl. At the beginning of our project, it was still covered by soil so there 
was hope that it had not been touched by the works of the University of Trier. Indeed, 
after having explored this space down to the bedrock it became clear that it was the only 
part of the temple never excavated before. Apparently, it functioned as an un-roofed fore-
court of the temple.10 

After a layer c. 0.30–0.38m thick consisting of small to medium-size rubble stones 
was removed, its central and western part revealed the presence of two skeletons, of male 
individuals, both buried on an east-west axis, in dorsal position, with their feet towards the 
east (Fig. 2). Chronologically, the fi rst burial must have been the western one, for whom 
a shallow rectangular pit was dug in the entrance to the temple building. A semi-circular 
space was carved to the east of it, resembling an apse (Fig. 3). The second burial was 
deposited to the east of the fi rst one, at a slightly higher level, the head still inside the 
‘apse’, the rest of the body outside it to the east. This strongly suggests that the eastern 
deceased was buried at some time after the western one. The skull of the latter was not 
preserved. Perhaps it was destroyed and displaced during a later (modern?) period. 
No evidence of any fl oor was found above the skeletons. Although in the eastern part 
of the forecourt (outside the ‘apse’), in the layer covering the burials a few fragments of 
the sandstone tiles were discovered, these were apparently a part of the fi ll.

Despite complete lack of any funerary equipment, the burials have at least an ante 
quem date: the layer sealing the deceased (context FAB 18-07) provided homogeneous 
ceramic material pertaining to the sixth century ൺൽ, perhaps into the seventh century. 
The ceramic types included the Cypriot Red Slip ware forms H2, H7 and H11, African 
Red Slip ware forms 87 B-C and 93B, Late Roman C ware form 3 and amphorae Peacock 
Williams Classes 44 and 49.11 Other fi nds from this layer include: fragments of the above-
mentioned sandstone tiles (fl ooring?), several rather small pieces of terracotta roof tiles 
and bits of marble wall facing(?) as well as single large mosaic cubes and some parts of 
glass vessels. One of the possibilities is that all those may have come from the destruction 
of a very small church. The chancel part of this (an apse fl anked by pastophoria), cut into 
the bedrock, is still visible in the central part of the naos of the temple.12 Who were the 
persons buried to the east of the church? They must have been persons of merit, almost 
certainly connected with the foundation or/and activity of the tiny church.

One should note that the above-discussed Byzantine-period burials were deposited upon 
the bare rock, and there were no traces of a possible original fl oor of the temple; if there was 
any, it would probably have been removed during the Byzantine era  occupation. Carving 

9 Młynarczyk 1985; 1990; Balandier 2015.
10 For the exploration of this part of the temple carried out in 2018, see: Młynarczyk 2020: 62–63 and Pl. 2:1.
11 According to the typology by Hayes 1972 and Peacock, Williams 1986; see: Młynarczyk 2020: Pl. 2:2.
12 Balandier 2015: 164, n. 8.
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2. The two burials in the forecourt of the temple (Drawing: M. Burdajewicz).
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3. A burial in the apse cut into the bedrock of the forecourt; view to the east (Phot. C. Balandier).
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a grave and an apse-like space for the fi rst burial must have necessitated removal of the 
fl oor, if there was any. Two bronze coins were found in this area (context FAB 18-07): 
one in the north half of the forecourt, another in its southern part, in a crevice of the 
bedrock.13 The fi rst one is a late Roman coin minted during the reign of Theodosius I (type 
 SALVSREIPVBLICAE) and the second one was minted at the end of the reign of Cleopatra VII.

Hoping to get more information regarding the temple, three trenches (I–III) were opened 
in 2018 to the north and north-east from the presumed monument (Fig. 1). 

Trench I was situated along the northern side of the temple platform with the aim to fi nd 
any fl oor connected with the usage of the temple building.14 However, no defi nite occupation 
level could have been noticed. Under a humus layer with mixed material (including modern 
one), a layer of small stones (context FAB 18-15) was found at a height of c. 27m asl. 
It contained pieces of pottery dated to the second half of the fi rst century ൺൽ and fi rst half 
of the second century ൺൽ (in addition to some late Hellenistic potsherds), few fragments of 
marble, terracotta and sandstone tiles, rooftiles, and single mosaic cubes. Underlying this 
layer was a fi ll of stones in a soft soil (context FAB 18-17) with fewer pottery of the 
same date as above, quite a lot of parts of rooftiles, some fragments of terracotta tiles and 
water pipes, as well as single pieces of vividly painted wall plaster. The layer produced 
also a part of a limestone column drum with reconstructed diameter amounting to 0.43m. 
It was coated with plaster painted in imitation of greyish-blue marble. This thick layer was 
identifi ed as deposited in a single episode about the mid-second century ൺൽ, as indicated by 
the latest pottery fi nds fi lling of an open-air stone quarry whose bottom layer was reached 
at a depth of c. 25.20m asl (Fig. 4).

In the north-eastern limits of the trench a grave was found (context FAB 18-21), dug into 
the layer of rubble fi ll to a depth of 26.60m asl (Figs 4–5). It was defi ned by three upright 
blocks making a pi-shaped casing on its western side, and contained remains of a child’s 
skeleton. In the area of the skull and neck a steatite cross was found. Most probably this 
was a centre piece of a necklace composed of beads of pale blue glass paste and a carnelian 
one, found in the same spot (Fig. 6). A thin bronze (nose?) ring was recorded in the same 
place. The burial was accompanied by more than 430 shells of terrestrial molluscs Rumina 
cf. saharica. It has been assumed that the burial would be contemporaneous with those in 
front of the entrance to the pronaos of the temple, belonging to the early Byzantine period 
(sixth or seventh century?).

Trench II was opened c. 8m to the north of Trench I (Fig. 1) where a series of stones 
including one big ashlar formed an east-west wall visible on the surface.15 Thin layers 
related to this wall were dated, on the basis of some very fragmentarily preserved pottery, 
to the Medieval and Ottoman periods. On the southern side of the wall there was a layer 

13 They have been studied by Anne Destrooper-Georgiadès after restoration.
14 For a summary description of Trench I, see: Młynarczyk 2020: 63–64, Pls 2:3, 3:1.
15 For the summary description, see: Młynarczyk 2020: 64.
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4. Trench I: a child’s burial (foreground) 
overlying the fi ll of the quarry 
(background); view to the west 
(Phot. J. Młynarczyk). 

5. Trench I: a child’s burial at the moment of discovery; view to the south (Phot. C. Balandier). 
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of cobble stones apparently related to it (Fig. 7), perhaps the remains of a street or of 
a courtyard. A layer underlying those Medieval or Ottoman period remains has been 
tentatively dated to the Roman period on the basis of ceramic sherds. Into this layer, two 
infant burials were dug, one (context FAB 18-28) in the south-eastern part of the trench, 
and another (context FAB 18-33) in the north-western part (Fig. 8). The poorly preserved 
skeletons were devoid of any accompanying objects except for many terrestrial mollusc 
shells, but on the basis of stratigraphy one may suppose that they were contemporaneous 
with the child’s burial in Trench I and the adult burials in front of the entrance to the 
pronaos of the temple, which would date them to the early Byzantine (late Roman) period 
(c. sixth–seventh century). However, given the lack of any fi rm chronological indication, 
a later, Medieval period date cannot be excluded.

Trench III16 was opened to the north-east of the temple platform, on the eastern side of 
a rock-cut or semi-natural elevation, roughly semi-circular in shape (nearly circular on 
drone pictures taken by the French Mission before cleaning). On its south-western side 
traces of a rock-cut very narrow channel, circle-quarter in plan and descending to the 
south-east were recorded (Fig. 1). The eastern part of this rocky outcrop has been entirely 
exposed, revealing a kind of two long curved steps (‘shelves’) descending to the east and 
slightly sloping southward. The fl at surface of the upper one features an omega-shaped 
cavity (c. 0.69m in diameter and 0.20m in depth) with two diverging grooved channels 
on its eastern side (Fig. 9).17 Along the edge of the lower step, a small test trench made 

16 Młynarczyk 2020: 64–65, Pl. 3:2.
17 At fi rst glance it looked similar to an oil pressing arrangement carved in the bedrock and known else-

where in Cyprus and Near East, or to evidence of quarrying activity (stone extraction for a column), but during 
the recent fi eld season (June 2021) the rock feature in question has been identifi ed as an open-air stibadium.

6. The restored necklace from the child’s burial 
in Trench I (Phot. M. Burdajewicz). 



 Tඁൾ Tൾආඉඅൾ ൺඇൽ Iඍඌ Sඎඋඋඈඎඇൽංඇ඀ඌ ඈඇ Fਁ ਂ਒ਉ਋ਁ Hංඅඅ, Pൺඉඁඈඌ  51

in 2018 yielded archaeological material (context FAB 18-34) in terms of chronology very 
similar to that found in Trench I. The northern part of the test trench revealed a loose fi ll 
of stones (including fragments of stone vessels), while the southern one yielded several 
architectural fragments, wall plasters and many pieces of gypsum mortar. In both parts 
the pottery was very homogeneous in terms of the dating, covering the late fi rst to 
mid-second century ൺൽ (with some late Hellenistic admixture). This layer seems to date 
the abandonment of the temple area. 

During the fi eld season of 2019, it was decided to extend Trench III by 3m to the east 
in the hope of fi nding an occupation level, possibly matching the early Roman chronology 
of the pottery fi nds. About 0.20–0.30m below the surface, three graves (marked as T1, T2 

7. Trench II: the east-west 
oriented wall with a layer 
of cobble stones against its 
southern face; view to the east 
(Phot. C. Balandier).
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8. Detail of the child’s burial in the north-west corner of Trench II; the north at the bottom (Phot. C. Balandier).

9. General view of the Trench III in 2018 season; view to the west (Phot. M. Burdajewicz).
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and T3 from south to north) were noted, all aligned on an east-west axis (Fig. 10). They 
were rather carelessly constructed of, and covered by, limestone slabs. Of those, only the 
southernmost tomb (T1) contained a skeleton of an adult, probably male, his head (not 
preserved) to the west, the legs to the east. The middle tomb (T2) was found empty. Both 
T1 and T2 were slightly trapezoid rather than rectangular in outline, narrowing toward 
their eastern ends, and both of them lacked cover slabs at their western ends, which might 
suggest that they had been disturbed by looters searching for personal jewellery of the 
deceased such as earrings, necklaces etc. However, even the northernmost, and at the same 
time the smallest tomb (T3), covered completely by three slabs and without traces of later 
disturbances, was also found empty. It could have belonged to an infant whose bones 
were not preserved. Like the burials of children excavated in Trenches I and II during the 
2018 season, also this tomb contained many shells of small terrestrial molluscs Rumina 
cf. saharica. Curiously, the same type of shells occurred in the empty T2, while they were 
totally absent in T1. 

The layer in which the graves were dug into was not quite homogeneous. While grave 
T1 was surrounded by compacted stones, especially on its southern side, the fi ll under and 
around T2 and T3 was rather crumbly. The graves did not contain any funerary equipment 
that would help to determine the date of the burials. However, some ceramic fragments 
representing late Roman types, such as the CRS and ARS wares, coming from the contexts 
related with foundation of the graves (specifi cally, contexts FAB 19-02, 03, 06, 09) allow 

10. Trench III: the three tombs dug into an earlier stone fi ll; view to the east (Phot. C. Balandier).
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one to attribute them to the sixth, perhaps into the seventh century. On the other hand, 
a Medieval date cannot be excluded, given the graves’ resemblance to at least three graves 
that were discovered earlier at the eastern edge of Fabrika (Chantier B), to the north of the 
Roman cistern, and tentatively attributed by the French researchers to the Frankish period.18

Unfortunately, the discovery of the graves and the necessity to preserve their construc-
tion precluded further exploration in this spot, leaving no chance to understand the earlier 
history of the area. The layers below the level of the graves could have been investigated 
only within a narrow space (just 1.20m wide) compressed between graves and quasi-vertical 
face of the rock-cut feature on the west (Fig. 11). The part of the fi ll (contexts FAB 19-41, 
42, 43) underlying graves level consisted of medium- to large-sized stones, mostly irregular, 
with occasional dressed blocks. It contained large pieces of transport amphorae and less 
frequent examples of cooking and fi ne wares. All the ceramics were exclusively of the late 
Hellenistic and early Roman date, i.e. of the second century ൻർ to the fi rst half of the second 
century ൺൽ (Fig. 12). Other objects from the fi ll are: occasional fragments of water pipes 
and rooftiles, small parts of architectural elements as well as fragments of stone vessels. 
For the sake of work safety, the exploration had to be halted at the height of 24.80m asl, 

18 Balandier, Morvillez 2009: 443, n. 3; Balandier 2012: 160 and Fig. 10. However, since the burials contained 
no funerary equipment and the stratigraphy of the area still remained to be specifi ed, it cannot be excluded that 
they could be of the late Roman/early Byzantine period. The slabs covering the tombs were found at the same 
level as a fl oor connected to a medieval wall (end of the thirteenth or fourteenth century ൺൽ?) but the bottom 
of the tombs was dug in a thick fi ll dating to the late Roman period (few sherds of amphorae of the fi fth cen-
tury ൺൽ were identifi ed according to a preliminary expertise made by Antigone Marangou-Lerat on the site). 

11. Trench III: tombs T1 and T2 dug in the earlier stone fi ll; a small niche carved in the eastern face of the rocky 
outcrop; view to the west (Phot. J. Młynarczyk).
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12. Trench III: sample of ceramics from the stone fi ll (context FAB 19-41), including a lamp fragment of the early 
second century ൺൽ (Phot. J. Młynarczyk; drawing: M. Burdajewicz).
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that is, approximately 2.12m below the top of the fi ll and 1.50–1.77m below the bottom 
level of the graves.

It is diffi  cult to propose any sound interpretation for the original purpose of this deep 
artifi cial cut in the rock, whose extent and depth both remain undefi ned. Was it a water 
cistern similar to the one discovered by the French team further to the east?19 However, no 
traces of waterproof coating were found. Was it a quarry? Yet, the fi ll looks very diff erent 
from the quarry fi ll noted in Trench I. A puzzling feature is a small niche carved in the 
eastern face of the rocky outcrop, of the type used to accommodate a lamp (Fig. 11). 
Its presence in a place that was not roofed is diffi  cult to explain, unless it was a kind of 
a small votive niche. 

During the 2019 fi eld season, four more trenches (IV–VII) were opened at diff erent spots 
outside the temple platform. The below presentation is given in an order facilitating under-
standing of the achieved results, and does not follow the numerical order of the trenches.

Trench VI covered the eastern half of a roughly semi-circular rocky terrace doubt-
lessly of artifi cial origin and situated to the south of the naos (Fig. 1).20 Under the humus 
layer with occasional Ottoman and modern material, there were two layers of soil, mostly 
loose (‘sandy’) in appearance, to the total thickness of 0.60–0.70m, of which the lower 
one contained modest amount of small and medium-sized stones. Underneath, a quasi-
horizontal surface of the bedrock has been exposed at c. 1.00–1.20m below the edge of 
the naos level. The few fi nds retrieved from this trench include small potsherds ranging in 
date from the early Roman to the Medieval period. It is possible that the layers in question 
could be recognised as related to the cleaning of the naos area conducted by Grimm in 1987. 
Thus far, there are no clues as to the function of this terrace during any historical period.

Trench V, in shape of a small square (2.20m by 2.20m), was opened strictly on the axis of 
the naos, against the eastern vertical rock-cut face of the temple platform (Fig. 1).21 It was 
intended to check for the presence of possible traces of an axial access to the temple. The 
results have been defi nitely negative: the trench turned out to be completely sterile in terms 
of architectural remains. While the humus layer (FAB 19-21) contained several Byzantine 
and medieval potsherds, the pottery found in subsequent layers (FAB 19-22 and 19-23) was 
related exclusively to the Hellenistic (mainly second–fi rst centuries ൻർ) and early Roman 
(till the fi rst/second century ൺൽ) periods, with no later evidence. They were accompanied 
by small pieces of painted plaster and fragments of two limestone bowls. The stone fi ll of 
Trench V closely resembled that of the lower part of Trench I identifi ed as a quarry fi ll. 
Therefore, upon having reached the layer of small stones and stone chips, the exploration 
of Trench V was halted at 25.15m asl. 

19 Balandier 2012: 158, Fig. 8.
20 Cf. Młynarc zyk 2020: 65–66. 
21 Summary presented in: Młynarczyk 2020: 66.
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Trench IV was opened some 7m to the east of the temple platform, on its long axis (Fig. 1).22 
It was aimed to check if the carved rocky outcrop situated on the axis of the temple and in 
front of its façade could be interpreted as an altar. Unfortunately, the trench could not be 
extended to the west, that is, towards the temple platform, due to the presence of a tourist 
path leading up to the viewpoint above the theatre. The excavation was carried out on two 
sides, northern and southern ones, of the protruding rocky outcrop. Its northern, western 
and southern sides were worked into smooth vertical surfaces, but a large part of this 
elevation was destroyed by erosion. 

In the northern part of the trench (Trench IV-North), at c. 0.10m below the present ground 
level, an earthen surface was found, apparently the most recent (Ottoman?) ‘walking’ level. 
At its western end, poor remains of a NE–SW oriented, diagonally to rocky outcrop, wall 
were found, supported with a very strong cemented substructure. To the west of it, there 
was a dense and thick debris of collapsed stones, including large dressed blocks (Fig. 13). 
It seems that the debris antedates the construction of the above-mentioned ‘diagonal’ wall, 
since the probable occupation level corresponding to the wall is visible as a whitish line in 

22 Preliminary information on this trench were given in: Młynarczyk 2020: 66–67, Pl. 4.

13. Trench IV-North: thick layer of debris of stones and dressed blocks; view to the south (Phot. M. Rekowska).
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the northern section of the trench above this layer. The debris in question were lying over 
another fl oor made of small stones mixed with earth at 26.35m asl (Fig. 14). The mate-
rial from the layer between the debris and the fl oor (context FAB 19-52), as well as from 
below this fl oor (context FAB 19-53) contained medieval glazed pottery. This means that 
there were two consecutive phases of the Medieval-period architecture, perhaps topped 
by an Ottoman phase. The exploration of this part of the trench was halted at 25.95m asl.

In the southern part of the trench (Trench IV-South), the cleaning of the south-eastern 
part of the rocky outcrop revealed the presence of a rock-cut basin of which just one quarter 
has remained. The basin, cubic outside and conical inside, was c. 0.70m deep, and it was 
clearly carved as a part of what we have tentatively identifi ed as a rock-cut altar (Fig. 15). 
Abutting the rocky outcrop from the south there was a fl oor, partly in the form of a pave-
ment made of small stones (27.85m asl), and partly of tamped earth. In the south-eastern 
part of the trench, a curved wall was discovered with a stone debris on its southern side. 
These may represent one or even two phases of medieval occupation. After removal of the 
aforementioned debris in the south-eastern corner of the trench, a very shallow foundation 
for the curved wall was noted. Below, at 26.60m asl, there were fl at irregular stones that 
resembled a paving (Fig. 15). Interestingly, the ceramic material retrieved from under 
the debris, that was found upon the paving, pertained to the late Roman/early Byzan-
tine period, but no material could be clearly associated to Medieval period. The above 
described remains are perhaps chronologically and even functionally related to a building 

14. Trench IV-North: fl oor made of small stones mixed with earth; view to the east (Phot. M. Rekowska).



 Tඁൾ Tൾආඉඅൾ ൺඇൽ Iඍඌ Sඎඋඋඈඎඇൽංඇ඀ඌ ඈඇ Fਁ ਂ਒ਉ਋ਁ Hංඅඅ, Pൺඉඁඈඌ  59

discovered by the Sydney University team above the theatre, that is, in the vicinity of our 
Trench IV. That building has been interpreted as ‘medieval or post-medieval industrial 
structure’.23 The analysed remains could be also closely associated to the wall unearthed 
by the French mission few meters to the east of the altar, retaining a thick fi ll dating from 
the end of the thirteenth–fourteenth century ൺൽ overlying the Roman cistern reused in the 
thirteenth century, but destroyed by an earthquake soon after that.24

The paving below the curved wall abutted on a north-south oriented wall, which could 
be in fact a foundation wall. It was built against the remnants of the rock-carved basin and 
perpendicularly to the pavement of small stones, the latter put on top of an earlier wall. 
In spite of the insignifi cant dimensions of this part of the trench, there is little doubt that 
we are dealing with remains of a rock-cut cultic installation, apparently an altar, combined 
with a libation or cleansing basin. The rock-cut altars are well-known in the Cypriot 
religious tradition as testifi ed by the late Cypro-classical representations on votive reliefs 
from the sanctuary at Ayios Photios in Golgoi.25 However, the restricted space of the trench 

23 Barker 2015: 186, Pls 11–12.
24 Balandier, Morvillez 2009: 439–441; Balandier 2012: 160–161.
25 Hermary, Mertens 2015: nos 448, 450–451.

15. Trench IV-South: walls abutting on a rock-cut basin associated with an altar; view to the north 
(Phot. M. Rekowska).
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and the concentration of architectural remains from several periods (doubtlessly Medieval, 
but also late Roman/Byzantine and perhaps Hellenistic-Roman) do not allow for the precise 
dating of the particular architectonic phases. The exploration of the space within the
south-western corner of the trench was stopped at the height of 26.30m asl, in a layer of 
soft brown soil with bits of lime mortar. At that level, the north-south wall foundation 
seems to be built on the bedrock, while the east-west wall apparently continues deeper. 
No defi nite fl oor has been reached yet, but the scarce pottery fi nds, accompanied by small 
fragments of painted plaster, seem to date from the late Hellenistic to early Roman periods.

Trench VII was opened just off  the north-eastern corner of the temple platform, in 
a narrow space limited on the east and north-east by the tourists’ path (Fig. 1).26 The trench 
revealed a rock-cut entryway into the outer lower part of the forecourt of the temple. 
It consisted of a step 2.40m wide and 0.98–1.20m deep (probably a substructure for stairs) 
with a curved parapet on the southern side, and an almost horizontal ramp below (Figs 16–17). 
Such non-axial location of the entrance to a sanctuary is rooted in the indigenous tradition 
of Cypriot sacred architecture going back to the Late Bronze Age.

The whole extent of the ramp, which was unearthed to a length of 2.45m, could not be 
exposed due to the presence of the aforementioned path. Cleaning of the ramp revealed 
a north-south oriented wall made of rubble, apparently of a relatively recent date, crossing 
the ramp itself. To the contrary, a small space excavated to the south of the entryway 
(contexts FAB 19-62 and 19-65) yielded abundant material dated to the Hellenistic and 
early Roman periods. Beside the pottery, these seem to be objects which may have indeed 
come from the temple. They were not only parts of a limestone cornice (Fig. 17) dated to 
the late Hellenistic period and fragments of vividly painted wall plaster ,27 but also a part of 
a life-sized terracotta mask (Fig. 18) and some stone objects such as a fragment of a lime-
stone bowl and possibly a part of a miniature limestone altar. The exploration to the south 
of the entrance has been stopped at a depth of 25.99m asl, but it is planned to investigate 
deeper layers and expand the trench during the future fi eld seasons.

UNDERGROUND CHAMBERS 5, 6 AND 7

In 2011, Balandier invited Jean-Claude Bessac to make an inventory and an architectural 
study of the underground chambers attested at the site. Bessac recorded at least fourteen 
chambers and was able to determine that six of them were carved during quarrying activities 
in the Hellenistic period, and later reshaped and reused for other purposes.28 Seven of them 

26 First discussed in: Młynarczyk 2020: 66, Pl. 3:3.
27 The study of architectural and painted decoration is the responsibility of Monika Rekowska.
28 The results of Bessac’s studies will be published in the fi rst volume of the series dedicated to the pre-

sentation of the works of the French archaeological Mission at Paphos. For a fi rst synthesis of this research, 
see: Bessac 2016: 111–116 and Balandier 2015: 168–171.
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16. Trench VII: entrance to the north-eastern corner of the temple platform, with a step and a curved 
parapet on the southern side as well as a ramp below; view to the west (Phot. J. Młynarczyk).

17. Trench VII: fragment of a limestone cornice by the step with curved parapet; view to the west 
(Phot. M. Rekowska).
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seem to have been used for cultic purposes in Hellenistic or Roman times.29 In order to 
understand their function and chronology, exploration of these chambers was initiated. 
In 2019, we decided to open two trenches in two interconnected chambers (Espaces 5–6 
according to the Bessac’s inventory; Fig. 19), situated c. 35m to the north-west from the 
temple platform (Fig. 1).30

Chamber 6 is trapezoidal in shape, elongated on a north-south axis, measuring c. 13m 
by 4.30m at the ground level. After cleaning of the present-day surface of the whole 
chamber (Fig. 20), a trench was opened in the south-east corner. The fi rst layer contained 
some stones and very few artefacts of mixed chronology and character, including modern 
objects, as well as two medieval glazed sherds and a human vertebra. In the south-east 
corner of the trench, a pit, possibly a post hole, fi lled with stones and surrounded by 
bones and big sherds was uncovered. Other bones were found at the foot of the southern 
wall in a more sandy layer. In the north-east corner of the trench some stones, joint by an 
earth mortar, were brought to light. The upper layer contained a horizontal stone, while 
the lower layer – vertical ones. It is very probable that this chamber was used as a cultic 
place by the Christians in the Byzantine or/and Frankish period. Hopefully, continuation 
of the research in subsequent excavation seasons will help us to determine more precisely 
the chronology of the use of this chamber.

Chamber 5 is slightly smaller than Chamber 6, and more rectangular in shape, measuring 
c. 11.50m by 4.30m (Fig. 21). A rocky semi-circular basin was carved in the western wall, 
0.50m above the modern level. Less than one meter to the south of this cavity there is a square 
recess, 0.10m deep, c. 1.90m above the present-day level. About 1m to the south, a niche 

29 Balandier 2015: 171–178.
30 Mentioned already in: Młynarczyk 2020: 69.

18. Trench VII: fragment of a life-size terracotta mask 
(Phot. J. Młynarczyk).
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19. Entrances to underground Chambers 6 and 5; view to the south-west (Phot. C. Balandier).

20. Chamber 6 after surface cleaning, and before excavation; view to the south (Phot. E. Chabert).
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was carved in the wall. A trench was opened in the south-west corner of the chamber, later 
on extended to the width of the chamber. Under the present-day surface level, a very thick 
layer of rubble stones and chips was excavated down almost to the bedrock (Fig. 22). The 
bedrock itself bears traces of quarrying activities. It was covered by a thin layer of clay, 
possibly original fl oor, and then by a thick fi ll of rubble stones containing some artefacts, 
mostly pottery. Among them, there were not only sherds, but also complete lids and cups, 
as well as a lamp with burning traces and two fragments of terracotta fi gurines. Even if 
the ceramic assemblage has not been studied yet, it is clear that all these objects belong to 
a later part of the Hellenistic period, i.e. the second into fi rst centuries ൻർ. Moreover, the 
presence of cooking vessels with lids (Fig. 23) and a handle of a portable brazier of an 
Aegean origin, the latter dated to c. mid–second century ൻർ (Fig. 24)31 suggests that the 
chamber may have been a place of preparing or serving food, presumably in connection 
with ritual banqueting.

To the south of Chambers 5–6, an another one was identifi ed (Espace 7 in Bessac’s inven-
tory). In this case, the roof had collapsed but an exedra is preserved, equipped with three 
niches while the bedrock is decorated by a carved shell.32 Some remains of painted wall 

31 For a close parallel, see: Didelot 1998: Fig. 9.
32 Bessac 2016: 114, Fig. 10; Balandier 2012: 162–163, Fig. 13; 2015: 168–170, Fig. 4.

21. Chamber 5 before the excavation; view to the south (Phot. E. Chabert).
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22. Chamber 5: fi ll of rubble stones above the bedrock; view to the west (Phot. C. Balandier).

23. Chamber 5: one of the Hellenistic cooking-ware lids (Phot. C. Balandier).
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decoration can be still seen in this chamber. Generally, it is situated very close to the 
temple, being just few meters below the western end of the platform.33

CONCLUSIONS

Before presenting our current conclusions about the temple, let us resume the historical 
phases of the usage of the site, starting with the more recent periods. The medieval archi-
tectural presence has been strongly attested in Trench IV and probably in underground 
Chamber 6 as well, while other trenches yielded just some medieval potsherds in the 
uppermost (humus) layers only. 

The late Roman/Byzantine architectural remains have been defi nitely recorded only in 
Trench IV, even if it is still diffi  cult to interpret them in detail. To the Byzantine period 

33 The shell carved in the bedrock in the bottom of the exedra could be perhaps linked to the cult of 
Aphrodite but also that of Sarapis or Isis, often linked to the Ptolemaic dynasty; cf. Balandier 2015: 
174–177.

24. Chamber 5: handle of a Hellenistic brazier 
with a bearded male head in pilos, fl anked by 
winged thunderbolts (Phot. C. Balandier).
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doubtlessly belong the two burials in the forecourt of the temple, one child’s burial in 
Trench I, two infant burials in Trench II and, apparently the three graves in Trench III, 
although in these very last cases, a Medieval date cannot be excluded. The presence of the 
graveyard could have been related to a small church, which – as suggested above – seems 
to have been situated in the central part of the ancient naos. 

As for the Hellenistic to early Roman phase, it should be noted that the fi lls in Trenches I, 
III and V had been completed by about the mid-second century ൺൽ. Of the same date may 
have been also remains from the south-western part of Trench IV. Also, the destruction or, 
possibly, abandonment of the temple should be dated to the fi rst half of the second century 
ൺൽ, judging from the material recovered in Trench VII, at the temple entryway.

In terms of the sanctuary arrangement, the most important results were the discovery 
of the rock-cut altar with a libation or purifi cation basin as well as the location of 
the entryway into the temple at the corner of the courtyard. Both these elements 
testify to the origin of the sanctuary outline in the indigenous tradition of the Cypriot 
religious architecture.34

Moreover, other features in the close vicinity of the temple platform point to a ceremo-
nial character of the area. Among them are several rock-cut underground chambers such as 
Chambers 5, 6 and 7, clearly destined for some ritual activities, unspecifi ed, however, for 
the moment. In this context, it should be also stressed that in the distance from the naos of 
only about 90m as the crow fl ies there was the Hellenistic-period triclinium, doubtlessly 
of a cultic character, judging from the symbolism of the mosaic representation. A rescue 
excavation made in May 2015 by the French mission in collaboration with the Museum 
of Paphos showed that the triclinium belonged to a large building extending both to the 
south and the north of it. This Hellenistic building, supplied with water by terracotta pipes, 
was partly destroyed in Roman times, when new channels and a water tank were arranged 
to the south of the triclinium.35 The ceramics, still to be comprehensively studied, seem to 
date the terracotta water pipes to the second century ൻർ, but they also include examples 
of Attic pieces of the late fourth century ൻർ, while the triclinium mosaic itself has been 
dated to the third/second century ൻർ by Anne-Marie Guimier-Sorbets.36

One of the underground chambers situated some 10–15m to the south of the triclinium, 
being part of the complex (Espace 8 according to Bessac’s inventory) extending under 
the triclinium and southwards, contains an enormous amount of late Hellenistic (second 

34 Młynarczyk 2020: 67–68.
35 Balandier 2015: 173; 2017: 229–230, Fig. 15. Results of the salvage excavations in the area were 

 presented at the second ‘Nea Paphos Symposium’ in Paphos in October 2017 in a joint lecture given by 
Eustathios Rapotu, Margarita Kouali and Claire Balandier. The results of the research in the triclinium area will 
be presented in a single paper in the forthcoming proceedings of the conference (publication in preparation, 
edited by C. Balandier, D. Michaelides and E. Raptou, Nea Paphos and Western Cyprus. Proceedings of 
the 2nd international symposium on Paphos held at Paphos, 11–15 October 2017, organised by the Department 
of Antiquities of Cyprus, the University of Avignon and the University of Cyprus, « Mémoires », Ausonius 
Éditions, Bordeaux).

36 Guimier-Sorbets 2009: 148–152.
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to fi rst century ൻർ) pottery.37 Quite probably, this pottery deposit may be connected with 
activities taking place at the above-mentioned triclinium. To check this possibility, it is 
essential to examine the area directly overlying the chamber in question.

In conclusion, the two archaeological seasons (2018–2019) of collaboration on the study 
of the southern area of the top of Fabrika hill brought new signifi cant results regarding the 
nature of the site. It seems that during the Hellenistic and early Roman periods this part 
of Fabrika hill was a unique sacred zone. But which deities were worshipped there? Was 
it Aphrodite, as we proposed elsewhere, and as suggested by both the local topography 
and the fi nd spots of some relevant inscriptions?38 Or possibly these were some Graeco-
Egyptian deities, like Sarapis and Isis, or maybe one of the Ptolemaic queens assimilated 
to Aphrodite?39 We hope that the next seasons of excavations will help to answer this 
question and shed light on the connection between the temple, the underground chambers 
and the building with the triclinium, as well as on their chronology.
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