
Event location
Trier University | Room B14     
Universitätsring 15
D-54296 Trier

0DULWLPH�&RQQHFWLRQV�DQG�WKHLU�,QÁX-
ence on Ancient Sea Trade:
 
Objects, People, Places

Maritime Connections and 
WKHLU�,QÁXHQFH�RQ�$QFLHQW�
Sea Trade:

6XSSRUWHG�E\�

Organisation l Contact
Prof. Dr. Christoph Schäfer
Dr. Julian Degen
Dr. Mateo González Vázquez
For further information please send an email to
degen@uni-trier.de
gonzalezvaz@uni-trier.de

([HFXWLYH�FRPLWWHH
Lisa Dünchem
Katja Krell
Julian Lechner

Objects, People, Places

���������)HEUXDU\�����

Maritime connections play a pivotal role in shaping intricate 
WUDGH�QHWZRUNV��RරHULQJ�D�KLVWRULFDOO\�FRVW�HFLHQW�PHDQV�
of goods transportation. While land connections have 
been extensively studied and well-documented, research 
RQ�PDULWLPH� URXWHV� DQG� WKHLU� LQÁXHQFH� RQ� WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�
costs, still remains notably scarce, although the last decades 
saw ground-breaking studies. In light of a growing interest 
in research highlighting the impact of sea-based trade on 
ancient economies, this conference aims to convene experts 
LQ� WKH� ÀHOGV� RI� $QFLHQW� +LVWRU\�� $UFKDHRORJ\�� DQG� 'LJLWDO�
+XPDQLWLHV�

Our objective is to provide a comprehensive contextuali-
zation of various phenomena within ancient societies that 
ZHUH� LQÁXHQFHG� E\� PDULWLPH� WUDGH�� 7R� DFKLHYH� WKLV�� RXU�
thematic scope encompasses the reconstruction of sea 
routes, exploration of trade patterns, and investigations 
into connectivity. Furthermore, we will delve into the 
imprint of sea trade on seafaring practices, the material 
culture of ancient societies, and the portrayal of maritime 
landscapes in literary texts. This conference aims to serve 
as an intellectual hub for the exploration of innovative 
approaches to interpreting literary and material sources 
related to sea trade, integrating new theoretical frameworks 
and cutting-edge methodologies, such as simulations.
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Reconstructing navigation in the northern Adriatic 
through the discovery of shipwrecks

Giulia Boetto
Centre Camille Jullian UMR 7299 (CNRS, Aix Marseille University)

©Adriboats, L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ
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ADRIBOATS – Navires et navigation en Adriatique orientale dans l’Antiquité

©Adriboats, V. Dumas CNRS/CCJ



Zambratija

1, Poreč 1; 2-3, Pula 1 & 2; 
4-6, Zaton 1, 2 & 3; 7-9, 
Caska 1, 3 & 4

10, Barena del Vigno; 11, 
Cavanella d’Adige; 12, 
Comacchio; 13, Stella 1; 14-
16, Lido di Venezia 1-3; 17, 
S. Francesco del Deserto; 
18, Marcon; 19, Meolo 1; 
20-21, Corte Cavanella 1 & 
2; 22, Padua; 23-24, 
Aquileia 1 & 2; 25, Santa 
Maria in Padovetere; 26, 
Cervia; 27, Pomposa
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Zambratija
At the origin of the Adriatic Sewn-Boat tradition

©Adriboats, Ph. Groscaux & V. Dumas CNRS/CCJ



Zambratija (1120-930 BC)

©Adriboats, Ph. Groscaux CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats, V. Dumas CNRS/CCJ

©Arheološki muzej Istre



©Adriboats, Ph. Groscaux & V. Dumas CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats, Ph. Groscaux CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats, P. Poveda CNRS/CCJ
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B. Arnold 2018
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©Adriboats, L.  Damelet CNRS/CCJ ©Adriboats, L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ
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Structural system:

monoxylous base subtraction + 
simple elevation

or
monoxylous base subtraction & 

expansion + elevation

Dating:

Dendrochronology (in progress)
AMS dating + wiggle matching

(coming in 2025)

©Adriboats, L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ ©Adriboats, G. Boetto CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats, G. Boetto CNRS/CCJ



Interior face Luting between planks

Waterproofing system

©Adriboats, L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats, L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats, L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats, G. Boetto CNRS/CCJ
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Exterior face
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Repairs



Zambratija

Length: 9.11 m
Width: 2.28 m
Depth: 0.66 m

Lađa, Neretva River



Poreč, Istria

©Zavičajni muzej Poreštine/Museo del territorio parentino

©Zavičajni muzej Poreštine/Museo del territorio parentino



©Zavičajni muzej Poreštine/Museo del territorio parentino ©Zavičajni muzej Poreštine/Museo del territorio parentino

©Adriboats K. Nees CNRS/CCJ ©Adriboats P. Poveda, K. Nees CNRS/CCJ

Poreč 1 , 94-72 BC



©Grad Novalja

Caska (Pag Island)
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©Adriboats, L. Roux CNRS/CCJ ©Adriboats, L. Roux CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats, L. Roux CNRS/CCJ

Caska 4 
9-44 apr. J.-C.

©Adriboats, L. Roux CNRS/CCJ

Caska 4, 9-44 AD



Caska 1 
42-104 AD
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N

DUMAS Vincent, Aix Marseille Univ, CNRS, MCC, CCJ, 
Centre Camille Jullian, F-13000, Aix-en-Provence, France - 2015

platica / planking

kobilica / keel

šivanje / sewing

vatiranje / wadding  

mali drveni čavao / peg

drveni čavao / treenails

 svornjak / bolt

rebra / frame
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Pula 1
103-155 AD

Pula 2
103-172 AD

©Arheološki muzej Istre



©Arheološki muzej Istre

©Arheološki muzej Istre

©Arheološki muzej Istre

©Adriboats G. Boetto CNRS/CCJ

Pula 1Pula 2

©Adriboats, P. Poveda CNRS/CCJ



POREC 1 CASKA 4 CASKA 1 CASKA 3 PULA 1 PULA 2
AMS & wiggle matching 94-72 BC 9-44 AD 42-104 AD 73-124 AD 103-155 AD 103-172 AD
Dendrochronology 79 AD

Caska 4, Fagus sylvatica L (A. Ferreira Dominguez)



Gajeta, Kornati Islands
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Comacchio, end 1st c. BC

© S. Marlier
© M. Bonino

© F. Berti



Stella 1, beginning 1st c. AD

© F. Castro, M. Capulli

© F. Castro, M. Capulli

© F. Castro, M. Capulli



Santa Maria in Padovetere, 5th c. AD

© C.Beltrame, E. Costa

© C.Beltrame, E. Costa

© C.Beltrame, E. Costa



©Adriboats, L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ



Ilovik-Paržine, 2nd c. BC (170 BC)



©Adriboats L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ

©Adriboats L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ ©Adriboats L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ



2018-2019
58 m2

2020
80 m2

distance ~ 20 m

2021
70 m2

stern prow
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LIFE ON BOARD



©P. Dugonjic HRZ
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bronze statuette

tutelary goddess 
on board 

(Isis-Fortuna)



Cargo:
wine & wood
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Fig. 49 : Amphores de l’épave de Paržine (dessin V. Dumas). 

PA19_N131

5 cm0

V.Dumas_2020

PA20_N59

PA20_N80

PA20_N9

©Adriboats L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ
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©A. Divic, Navarchos



BALLAST

©Adriboats L. Damelet CNRS/CCJ
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Coastal outcrops from the Brindisi basin  A-B: Torre Testa; C: Torre Resta; E: 
Torre San Gennaro

The Brindisi basin: A: lithologic and sedimentologic log sections for selected coastal outcrops; B: Simplified 
geological map of the Brindisi basin (modified after Cotecchia,2014; and Pastore et al., 2023).
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© F. Fournier, L. Marié (CEREGE)
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Fig. 49 : Amphores de l’épave de Paržine (dessin V. Dumas). 
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SHIPPING ROUTE


