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• Introduction

• This Workshop is organized by Imam Ardhianto, Hestu 

Prahara (Universitas Indonesia), Pierre Prouteau 

(Nanterre University) and Joséphine Simonnot (PRISM, 

CNRS).



• Anthropological studies rarely make use of sound archives, despite their value as historical
sources. The neglect arises from the absence of systematic documentation activities on the
numerous recordings made by prior anthropologists/ethnomusicologists.

• In addition, researchers in ex-colonial state frequently encounter difficulties accessing record
archives due to the closure of vital resources that have been created in Western countries with
established archive infrastructure and institutions.



This session provide an introduction to the significance of sound archives in the field of anthropology
and the activities of Pratinada, an archiving platform that has been developed as part of the
Decolonizing Sound in Southeast Asia project (DECOSEAS).

• During this workshop, we will showcase the current progress of DECOSEAS in developing the
pratinada.net database, which serves as a repository for sound archives from Southeast Asia.

• We intoduce all the process of sound archiving, to understand why and how to manage this
specific material for studies and research.



What is a Sound : Energy & mouvement



Lacquer disc, « Pyrals »

A wide range of media…

Magnetic wire

Cylinder

DAT

Magnetic tape



And digital format

Sampling: 44,1kHz, 48kHz, ... Resolution : 8 bits, 16 bits, 24 bits, ...



And digital format

AIFF (Audio Interchange File Format): Apple audio format

WAV (WAVEform audio file format): Windows format

MP3 (MPEG-1/2 Audio Layer 3): Compressed format under licence

OGG: Conpressed format, open source

FLAC : Compressed format without loss of quality, open source

• Tracks (1 = mono, 2 = stereo, 4 = quadriphonia, 5.1, ...)

• Synchronizing Clock (internal or external)



???

How to access to sounds and metadata?

How manage the workflow?



• Sound data on line



Sound data on line :
Gallica

https://gallica.bnf.fr/html/enregistrements-

sonores/asie?mode=desktop

https://gallica.bnf.fr/html/enregistrements-sonores/asie?mode=desktop
https://gallica.bnf.fr/html/enregistrements-sonores/asie?mode=desktop


Sound data on line :
Gallica



Sound data on line :
Archive.org

https://archive.org/details/78rpm



Sound data on line :
Archive.org

https://archive.org/details/78rpm



Sound data on line :
https://archives.crem-cnrs.fr/ 



Sound data on line :
https://archives.crem-cnrs.fr/ 

I present my experience to preserve, manage and disseminate a cultural heritage : 

Les Archives Sonores du CNRS-Musée de l’Homme, France
Because to keep alive this common world heritage, it must be accessible by the specialists 
and also shared with a large community of users to be enriched for the future generations.

Those archives are supported by the French National Research Center (CNRS), 

the National Museum of Natural History, the Paris 10 University and the Culture Ministry.



Sound data on line :
https://archives.crem-cnrs.fr/ 

6550 digitized sound files



Sound annotation tool

7https://archives.crem-cnrs.fr/archives/items/CNRSMH_E_1996_013_001_002_009/

https://archives.crem-cnrs.fr/archives/items/CNRSMH_E_1996_013_001_002_009/


Prosodic Annotations, trumai ritual 
Brésil (1967-2019)



Embedded player

Searcher website, Berbere Tale, Korandjé 

(Algérie, 1950)





• Sound archives

• And research



Musical Scale Analysis

24



Heritage Restitution

Indonesia, Sulawesi, Toraja people

25

Marsel Lembang interview 

about the importance of access 

to the archives from Toraja (funeral ritual)



Decolonizing Southeast Asian 

Sound Archives (DeCoSEAS) 
Improving access to sound archives and transfer agency 
over curation

2021-2024

• University of Amsterdam (Netherlands)
• Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique / EHESS 
• School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS, UK)



Heritage Restitution

https://pratinada.net

https://pratinada.net/


Pratinada

https://pratinada.net

https://pratinada.net/


Pratinada

https://pratinada.net

https://pratinada.net/


Pratinada  : research filters 

https://pratinada.net

https://pratinada.net/


Pratinada tutorial :
https://sharedocs.huma-num.fr/wl/?id=qpnfpzqysAqkt9MVGzi80T3RT2VrW0el

https://sharedocs.huma-num.fr/wl/?id=qpnfpzqysAqkt9MVGzi80T3RT2VrW0el


Metadata model https://pratinada.net/help

- Title

- Vernacular Title
- Description
- Performer/Speaker

- Creator
- Location

- Island
- Date
- Population name

- Collector name
- Collection name

- Recording context
-Intellectual property
- ...

https://pratinada.net/help


Specific template and vocabulary

https://omekas.seasia-hearing.org/admin/custom-vocab

https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/

https://omekas.seasia-hearing.org/admin/resource-template

https://omekas.seasia-hearing.org/admin/custom-vocab
https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/
https://omekas.seasia-hearing.org/admin/resource-template


Selamat Datang !

Terserah kamu...

https://omekas.seasia-hearing.org/

https://omekas.seasia-hearing.org/
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