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Abstract

This study describes seven new Byzantine inscriptions discovered in Moab

(Governorate of al‐Karak, southern Jordan), which was part of Provincia

Arabia and Palaestina Tertia during the Roman Empire. The Byzantine

tombstone inscriptions in Moab date from the fifth to the mid‐seventh

century AD. The inscriptions follow the typical formula of Byzantine

Christian epitaphs, including the name of the deceased, the father’s name

and age. Some of them are dated. These newly discovered names not only

contribute to the corpus of common names used in the region but also

introduce some new ones.
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1 | INTRODUCTION

In the Byzantine period, the Land of Moab, which

roughly corresponds to the present‐day governorate of

al‐Karak (Figure 1), was part of the Provincia Arabia

and later Palaestina Tertia. Historical sources on the

region during this period are scarce. However, numer-

ous Byzantine tombstones have been sporadically

discovered, allowing us to trace the development of

Christianity in the area. Around 600 inscriptions have

been documented, dating from the fifth to the middle

of the seventh century AD, with the majority of them

being erected in the second half of the sixth century.

The first collection of these inscriptions was published

by R. Canova in 1954 and completed with new

discoveries over the century (see Aliquot et al., 2014;

Meimaris et al., 2007, with a bibliographical update;

most recently Gatier, 2017, p. 347 no. 9; Aliquot &

Al‐Shdaifat, 2020; Aliquot, 2018; Al‐Rawahneh &

Elboj, 2022a, 2022b, 2023). The article includes seven

previously unpublished inscriptions that show the

typical characteristics of Christian epitaphs found in

the region. These inscriptions typically include the

deceased person’s name, often accompanied by a

patronymic, the age at the time of death and sometimes

the date according to the era of the Provincia Arabia,

which began in 106 AD. More or less sophisticated

Christian crosses are often engraved on monuments.

Among the inscriptions discussed in this article, three

are dated between 592/593 and 658 AD, which aligns

with approximately 44% of the dated inscriptions

found in the land of Moab.

2 | AL ‐KARAK

The city of al‐Karak ( كركلا in Arabic) was known in

the Roman and Byzantine periods as Charachmoba.

The town is represented on the topographical mosaic

of St. Stephen’s Church in Umm al‐Raṣāṣ with the

other cities of the area. The great majority of

the Byzantine funerary inscriptions from the

Land of Moab were discovered in this city—

approximately 240 inscriptions are recorded (Aliquot

& Al‐Shdaifat, 2020, nos. 1–10; Canova, 1954, nos.

1–199 bis; Corbo, 1964, nos. 1–4).

2.1 | The Greek Christian epitaph of
Oualerios son of Poseidonios, Early Byzantine
period

2.1.1 | Description

Rectangular limestone tombstone, roughly carved.

Measurements (H ×W ×D): 68 × 28 × 20 cm. A small

simple cross is engraved at the beginning of the first

line. Height of the letters: 4–6 cm. Horizontal stroke
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above numerals (line 7). Found in ʿAyn Sāra necropolis

(see Figure 2).

2.1.2 | Editing

2.1.3 | Translation

‘Here lies Oualeri(o)s son of Poseidonios, … years old…’

2.1.4 | Commentary

The name Οὐαλέριος (Latin Valerius) has been recorded

once in the Land of Moab but with a hesitation between

[Γαλ]ήριος and [Οὐα]λήριος (Canova, 1954, no. 282). On

the ending ‐ης (= ‐ις phonetically) instead of ‐ιος, see

Canova (1954, p. cix, with nos. 66 [Γεώργης] and 202

[Σέργης]) and Aliquot and Al‐Shdaifat (2020, pp. 22–23 no.

14 [Δουσαρης]).
Ποσειδώνιος: The name is common in the region

(Canova, 1954, nos. 342, 352, 419; below, no. 3.2); in

Byzantine times, the name was disconnected from pagan

references.

3 | AL ‐ ʿIRĀQ

The village of al‐ʿIrāq ( قارعلا in Arabic) is situated

approximately 15 km southwest of al‐Karak and 6 km

west of Muʾtah. A dozen inscriptions from Byzantine

times have been found there in the last century (Al‐

Rawahneh & Elboj, 2023, nos. 1–9, with a precise

presentation of the village; Meimaris et al., 2007,

nos. 3–5).

FIGURE 1 A map showing the location of al‐Karak, Muʾtah, al‐ʿIrāq and Muḥāy (©M. Al‐Rawahneh). [Color figure can be viewed at

wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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3.1 | Greek epitaph of Armenios son
of Annianos, Early Byzantine period

3.1.1 | Description

Rectangular limestone tombstone. Measurements (H×W×

D): 66 × 31× 9 cm. The inscription is placed in the middle of

the stone. Height of the letters: 3–5 cm. The script

corresponds to ‘type 4’ in Canova’s classification (1954,

tavola II), with Ο and Ϲ in rounded type (see Figure 3).

3.1.2 | Editing

3.1.3 | Translation

‘Armenios son of Annianos, who lived 61 years’.

3.1.4 | Commentary

Ἀρμένιος: unknown so far in the Land of Moab

and rather rare (one example from the sixth to

seventh century AD: Cotton, 2018, no. 2874, at

Choziba).

Ἀννιανός: Latin Annianus, is common in

Arabia and Palaestina (cf. Meimaris & Kritikakou‐

Nikolaropoulou, 2005, no. 144, at Zoora). The

formula of this inscription is different from

the usual one in Moab: there is neither a date

nor a Christian symbols. Nevertheless, we can

compare it with some other inscriptions from

Moab that bear a short formula without Christian

symbols (Canova, 1954, nos. 14, 15, 88, 136; but nos.

336–343, for the short formula with a Christian

symbol).

FIGURE 2 Al‐Karak: Tombstone of Oualeri(o)s son of

Poseidonios (©Julien Aliquot CNRS 2022).

FIGURE 3 Al‐ʿIrāq, Tombstone of Armenios son of Annianos

(©Julien Aliquot CNRS 2022).

AL‐RAWAHNEH ET AL. | 3



3.2 | Greek epitaph of Poseidonios son of
Philemon, Early Byzantine period

3.2.1 | Description

Rectangular limestone tombstone. Measurements

(H×W×D): 64 × 34 × 20 cm. Inscribed field: 40 × 26 cm.

An incised line marks out the text in a square. Dots in

place of omicron (lines 1, 5, 7). Height of the letters:

3.5–5 cm (see Figure 4).

3.2.2 | Editing

3.2.3 | Translation

‘Here lies Poseidonios son of Philemon, who lived 76 years’.

3.2.4 | Commentary

Ποσειδώνιος, see above, no. 2.1.

Φιλήμων is unknown so far in the Land of

Moab and only one occurrence is attested in

Palestine and Arabia (Meimaris & Kritikakou‐

Nikolaropoulou, 2005, no. 220, at Zoora). It is more

frequent in Egypt (Foraboschi, 1971, p. 331, s.vv.

Φιλήμμων, Φιλήμων).

4 | MUḤĀY

The village of Muḥāy or Muḥā ( يحم in Arabic) is

located at the very southeast of the Land of Moab,

close to the Wadi al‐Ḥasā. It was settled on a road

leading to the Via Traiana. In the 1930s, during her

exploration, R. Canova identified two cemeteries,

collected 68 inscriptions (Canova, 1954, nos.

350–418), and a large number of anepigraphic stelae

adorned with crosses and palms. The inscriptions of

the tombstones of Muḥāy have several specific

features regarding style and wording: the rectangular

stone is partially hollowed, and the dating is more

precise than in other villages.

4.1 | Greek Christian epitaph of Andronikos
son of Theodoros, 658 AD

4.1.1 | Description

Limestone tombstone, rounded at the top and

inscribed inside a frame. Measurements (H ×W ×D):

50 × 28 × 22 cm. Inscribed frame: 35 × 22 cm. Height

of the letters: 3 cm. Crosses at the beginning of the

text and below. Ligatures (lines 5, 7–8), S‐shaped

abbreviation signs (lines 3 and 9), horizontal

strokes above the numerals (lines 4 and 9) and

above the abbreviation ΙΝΔ for ἰνδικτιῶνος (line 8).

Now at Mutah University Museum. From Muḥāy

(see Figure 5).

FIGURE 4 Al‐ʿIrāq, Tombstone of Poseidonios son of Philemon

(©Julien Aliquot CNRS 2022).
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FIGURE 5 Mutah University Museum: Tombstone of Andronikos

son of Theodoros (©Julien Aliquot CNRS 2022).

4.1.2 | Editing

4.1.3 | Translation

‘Here lies Andronikos son of Theodoros, who lived

20 years (and) died in the month of Apellaios, the 12th,

in the year 553, indiction 2’.

4.1.4 | Commentary

The Greek name Ἀνδρόνικος does not seem to have been

recorded in the Land of Moab to date, but it is rather

common in the Near East. Θεόδωρος (here Θεώδορος) is
common.

This inscription is specific of Muḥāy. It is part of the

latest texts. Just 5% of the dated inscriptions from Moab

are from the second half of the seventh century AD.

Date: November 28, 658 AD.

4.2 | Greek Christian epitaph, 620 AD

4.2.1 | Description

Rectangular limestone tombstone, broken at the top.

Measurements (H×W×D): 60 × 30 × 21 cm. Inscribed

frame: 27 × 22 cm. Height of the letters: 2.5–5 cm.

S‐shaped abbreviation signs (lines 3–5), horizontal

strokes above numerals (lines 2, 4–6). Mutah University

Museum. From Muḥāy (see Figure 6).

4.2.2 | Editing

4.2.3 | Translation

‘… who lived 8 years and died in the month of Daisios

the 6th, in the year 515, indiction 8’.

4.2.4 | Commentary

In the whole corpus, nine inscriptions are dated from

the year 515 of the Province of Arabia or 620 AD.

Among them, four are from Muḥāy, one from the

village of ʿAynūn and the last one from Umm
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Ḥamāṭ (Canova, 1954, 242, 281–283, 339). This year is

the most represented after the year 472 of the Provincia

Arabia, with 13 occurrences. In the year 620 AD, the

Roman province was newly under the rule of the

Sasanian king (see also the recent book of Di

Segni, 2022).

Date: May 26, 620 AD.

5 | UNKNOWN PROVENANCE

5.1 | Greek Christian epitaph of Selaman son
of Aphellos, 592/593 AD

5.1.1 | Description

Limestone tombstone, rounded at the top. Broken at

the top and at the bottom. Cross between two doves

above the inscribed frame. Measurements (H×W×D):

38 × 40 × 16 cm. Inscribed frame: 26 × 33 cm. Height of

the letters: 3–3.5 cm. S‐shaped abbreviation signs (lines

2–5), ligature ΟΥ (line 3), horizontal strokes above

numerals (line 5). Mutah University Museum (see

Figure 7).

5.1.2 | Editing

5.1.3 | Translation

‘Here lies Selaman son of Aphellos, who lived 10 years,

in the year 487, indiction 11’.

5.1.4 | Commentary

Σελαμανης is common in the area (Canova, 1954, nos.

121, 141, 306). This Semitic name is undeclined and

FIGURE 7 Mutah University Museum: Tombstone of Selaman

son of Aphellos (©Julien Aliquot CNRS 2022).

FIGURE 6 Mutah University Museum: Tombstone (©Julien

Aliquot CNRS 2022).
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spelled here without a Hellenising ending Σελαμαν, as in
Madaba (Gatier, 1986, no. 118).

Αφελλος is rather rare. It is certainly a transcrip-

tion of a Semitic name (cf. ḥpl ‘oath’). The only other

examples are from the Near East (Canova, 1954, no. 4;

SEG 51, 2032).

This inscription is dated from the last quarter of the

sixth century AD as 25% of the dated inscriptions known

in the Land of Moab.

Date: between September 1, 592 AD and March 21,

593 AD.

5.2 | Greek Christian epitaph of Selamanes,
Early Byzantine period

5.2.1 | Description

Limestone tombstone, rounded at the top, inscribed

inside an incised frame between two small columns

with capitals, and recut at the bottom to be used as a

moulded block. Cross in the upper part with enlarged

arms at the ends. Measurements (H ×W ×D):

51 × 35 × 15 cm. Cross: 13 × 13 cm. Epigraphic field:

33 × 27 cm. Height of the letters: 5–6 cm. Traces of red

paint in the letters. S‐shaped abbreviation sign

(line 2). Today kept in the Jordan Ahli Bank

Numismatics Museum in ʿAmmān (see Figure 8).

5.2.2 | Editing

5.2.3 | Translation

‘Here lies Selamanes, who lived… years’.

5.2.4 | Commentary

The Hellenised Semitic name of the deceased man is

common in the Land of Moab in early Byzantine

times; see above no. 5.1 (e.g., Canova, 1954, nos. 121,

141, 306).

6 | CONCLUSIONS

The seven inscriptions published above fit well in the Moab

corpus. The various origins of the names, common in the

region, are worth noting: Latin, Greek, and Semitic—

Hellenised or not. Three new names are added to the

regional onomastic stock: Ἀρμένιος, Φιλήμων, and Ἀνδρό-
νικος. The most interesting inscriptions are, paradoxically,

the shortest (nos. 3.1 and 3.2). They stand out with a

different formula and no Christian symbol, but this absence

does not imply that the deceased people were not Christian.
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