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1. Sound correspondences between Bai and Chinese

1.1 Correspondences of tones

1:1.1 the old layer (AIAZ) :

Ping |[Shang |Qu Ru
55(21) |33 21(33) }33=
42 33 21(33) |21=(33=)

1.1.2 the recent layers:

B1

Ping |[Shang |Qu Ru
33 21 55= 35
21= 21 55= 39

Bse33 FEixu21 - ¥Etsu21 (B p195 —pa3d EEx035

B2 :

Ping |[Shang |Qu Ru
55 21 33= 95
55 21 33= 95

EFph355 % jo21 Kta33 Fteadd Eeudd [@iva33d



1.2 Correspondence of initial consonants (old layer)

MC | ala2 | examples notes
p p J\pia2l 72Po55
ph | ph % pho21 Fiiphia33
P ¥H po33
b D X ped2 Y pud?2 | b->v-in {Fva33 is unknown
m m/y | Ef ma42 2= ma33 | MCm->w- corresponds with 13-
K na33 2 gua?l
t t 21055 2L t1933 | t¢ 1n division 4
e | gTted2l Bk 6133
th th &b the33 f&z thda21 | teh in division 4
tch | §& t¢hass B tcha33 | Note: & x€55
d t/tc | 2B t1042 Hk ta42
H#b tei2 1 tca2] | t¢ 1n division 4
n n B na4?2 5 ni42 _
I v/vlj | 73ya2l fF ya33 | these reflect OC r- in different
FE vu21l vocalic environments.
£ 2'135313 el 7~ fuss ‘six’ may reflect *hr-
>
| 2133 ¥ 1133 these reflect MC I-; but note archaic
vowel on & 1u33 ‘old’
ts ts EH.tsu33 ¥ ts355 | te in division 3
t¢ W% tei33 ¥ tey33
tsh | tsh = tshu33 ¥#2 tshe33
dz ts 28 tse21 = tsi21 t¢ 1n division 3
tc T tc021 Y= 16321
S S 2 suel3 £l se21 ¢ 1n division 3 and 4
¢ Z£ ¢as5 ZE 6133
Z ] % 1042 1431042
tr t 7= te21 % to33 t¢ in division 3
ts T tso33 = ts021
| 3Etei2l
tth. .1 th 77 the33
tsh | ¥ ts521 F#tshoS5
dr ts Z= ts042 &3 tsud2 | t¢ in division 3
e | EEtoyd2
tst ] LS 2L t3655 BF tsa33
tsth | tsh = tshu33 3G tsha33
dzr {1S %7 tso42 38f) tsud2




ST S ¥4 5055 T s055 | ¢ in division 3 ;but 8 ¢a33 is
¢ ], ¢i33 #% ca33 | division 2
X | 4£x355 |

tsy | -ts zf tsa33 B tsd55 | t¢ in division 3 and 4
t¢ Fte121

tsyh | tsh | ] tsha33 & tshu2l

Zy ts =5 tse2l
z 18 za42 ) 2321

Sy S = s133 EH su33 ¢ in division 3 and 4
¢ K ¢y33 ‘> ¢033

dzy |ts £ tso21 = 15042

ny |n> Zpess =2 — ne33:2nd day of lunar month; —
J1 AJu42 = 133 ni21:twenty; — za2l:February
>
Z = z021 — za2l

k k B ke21 7L k055

kh |kh #E kha33 Z= khe55

g k 5 kud?2 B3 kod42 | te- in late loanwords
>
te TH tc142 15 te142

ng 11 Hua33 F no33

% X e xue33 = x233

h k A ko4?2 MEkud? | g- before nasal finals
Y B yo2l ‘TYa2l
u Y& ue2l yEua2l
J = no42

: Om |—133 5055 - before nasal finals

¥ ua33 ¥n guess

hj \ =va42
p/n gue4? Yknd42

y im | #&jo2l i#1jo42 | n- before nasal finals

Fno4d2 i no21

1.3 Correspondence of finals (old layer)

MC Final |Bai Final Examples & Notes

-a -0 *to2l §Eno2l

-wa -ue/-o > 38ko215ny021 sk xue33 Ekhua2l
-ua -ue from OC*-4j.

-ua 1n later loanwords.




-ae -0> ¥ts042 2= tso42 .5 ma33
-a -0 from OC*-a.
-]ae -0 2 jo21.
-wae -0> 1Ex055 3 kua33
-ua -ua in later loanwords
-u -0> wH ko42 FHpc33 1-thu33 Fkhu33
-u -0 from OC*-a.
vowel -0 is earlier than -u, but initial k- in Z5 ku4?2 Is earlier than y-
in 0 yo42
-jO -¢> 78 te21 = na33Esu33
-3
-u
-Ju -0/ -u > Z< poSS & pu33feitsi2
-3 -0 from OC*-a.
-u from OC*-o.
-0]j -3/-a/-13 35 15321 & t1042 ZR ya35
-3 from OC *-eng. -3/-i5 from OC*-1.
-2 becomes -ia when it comes after T-: & t1942.
% yo3b !
-eaj -3> tsod2 25 kad?2
-a -9 from OC*-1
B kad42 T
-cai -a = pa42
-jojH -1a Fii ph1a33 Axpia2l
€] &l-e> T s655 ¥ 5833 4l se2 132 li3355 ti21
-1 -€ in 3 s€33 7 ses55 from OC*-il.
-1 1n later loanwords.
-WO0j -ue ¥Ttue213Rthue?l
-wajH -ua/-ue thue2l #hgua33
-weajH -uga/-ue t& kua?l, kue2l
-waej -ua 55 xua33
-jwelH -uga/-ue B% sua33,sue33
-je -o/-e> Zped2 &5 kod23T tsi21 7 tsa33
-1 -9 after K- and ny-,-¢ after P-
-a
-1] -e/-1> —ne33 —ni21—za21 PH¢133 #5 tsa33
-a
-1 -9 S ko211 #E kha33 Ftsi33 §E tei42
-1/-1 -0 in &= ko21 #8 kha33 from OC*-1.
-a -1 likely to be the later loanwords considering that the
palatalization of k- has already happened in JE t¢i42.
-jwe -y b tey338E ¢y33




-Wij -y/-ua EEtcy33 8 kua2l
-jWij -y /-a/-ua Ena33 Fkua33rkey33
-aw -u/-a> E tshu33 , 3 ma42, t1.tso21 fgino33
-0 -u in & tshu33, #tsu42 from OC *-u
-a in & ma42, = kas55 from OC *-aw
-aew -u F2kusS gR pu33
-jew -1/-0 #Ekud2 5021
-uw -u> ME kud2 & tia33 iFyo2l
-3/-13 -u in ME kud42, 12 yud?2 is earlier than -a/-1a.
-2 becomes -19 after T-.
-Juw -o/-u> 2 nod42 Eko21 B tshu2l, FEpud2 J1.tea33 Fs133
-9/-1 -3 in 4+ 242, Eka21 from OC *-1
-u in Etshu2l,Fpud42 from OC *-u
*-u>-juw corresponds t0 -2 and to -i after s- both later loanwords,
F1.tea33, 5133
-om -a Egna42 |
-a in Egna42 from OC *-om
-0p -a g ta2lg ya2l
-a in "5 ya21 from OC “-op
-am -d A ta333Eta21
-ap -a $& tha33 i5tha33
-a -a in £ tha33 from OC *-op
-eam -a Ak ka33
-a in ja, ka33 from OC *-om
-eap -a B¥ tsa33 3 tsha33
-a -a in 3f tsha33 from OC*-op
-aep -a B ka33 B ja33
-a
-jem -1 R nid?2
-& 3L z€33 later
-em -1 Bk tc133
-ep -a s tea213% ka2l
-a
-im -3 Bra33.¢155
S|
-1p -a “t=fsa21
-an -a/-a > FRMal33E xa21
-a -d becomes -a after nasal initials
-3 in later loanwords
-at - ¥ tshe333EE ta2l
-a




-ean -ue =) kass BRygue33
-a -ue in fRnue33 from OC™-in
-a
-eat -a/-1a/-ua ¥ pia21fEkua33 fzea33
-a becomes -1a after P-,-ua after K-.
-aen -3 tRkpa33
-jen -e/-¢ —etehil33 £ tsed? mEmi21.
-1/-1 £% tse42 shows irregular loss of nasality.
-1 becomes -1 after nasal initials, [Emi21.
-1et -€ 0tse2l
-jon -€ 8o pe33 Enua2l
-ua
-en -€/-12 5, ké21 Fpia33
-€ becomes -13 after P- F§pi1a33
-et - $hthe33 BEtual33
-ua
-wan -ué/-ue rAaxue33 &, nue33
-ud/-a -u€ becomes -ue after nasal initials, g, nue33.
-wat -ue fithua33 FHue2l
-ua
-weat -ua 3Z ua33 g ua?l
-jwen -uc/-ue teue2l [Blgued?2
-u€ becomes -ue after nasal initials, [E]gue4?2.
-jwet -€ = sue33zEtse33 50 sua33
-ue
-ua
-jwot -ua Hnua33
-wen -ud = khud33
-wet -€ 41t khe33
-¢ 1n &t khe33 from OC*-et
-in -1/-1> 18 ¢i218En42 E tsass
-3 -1 becomes -1 after nasal initials, §Eni42.
-4 1n later loanwords, E tsass5.
-it -i 1211 te133
-jin 1 3T 16133
-jit -1 — 1133
-won -ué/-ue/-e i ku€2 138 nuesSS P9med2
-ug becomes -ue after nasal initials 38 ques5, -e after m- Fime42.
-wot -uga = kua33
-win -ue 5 lued?2




-Wit -a H tsha33
-jun -a/ -ua Z= va42 J&nua2l
Z¥ seems to be a loanword of the early period, but the exact
correspondence 1S not clear.
-ang -0/-0 JBE 104248 to42
#2 1042 shows irregular loss of nasality .
-ak -0> 22033 #Fthua33
-ua -uqg 1n later loanwords
-jang -0/-0 > 1= tS042=E no42 3R ts@33
-a -0 becomes -0 after nasal initials, Z£ no4?2.
-a 1n later loanwords 35k tsd33.
-jak -0 Bal ko33
-wang -0 = no42
-aewng -0 ¥L kG655
-aewk -0 H ko33 A ku33
-u # ko33 is horn, & ku33 is corner.
-ong -3 & ts342
-ok -9/-12 2 x933 4511233
-2 becomes -19 after T- 45 ti933.
-ing 3> |z321 527342
-a -a 1n later loanwords #3 za42.
-1k -3 73 ya21
-aeng -a/-a fEna2l ¥7ta333¥ts021 Ftkhua2l
-0
ud
-aek -a pa2l Zya213H po33
-2
-0
-eak -a b ka3 3 ffif tshua33
-ua origin of hekou medial -u- in ff} tshua33 is unknown
-Jaeng -a/-al-1a/-a J% pa2l 1%, ma42 ,but €5 mia213% na42
-a becomes -a after nasal initials 1, ma42 ,but % mia2l.
-jeng -al-a > 1EtsaS5#tea2] (¥ te321
-3 -3 1n later loanwords .
-jek -0 > Frtsha33 Ftso21
-al-a -0 1n ftso21 from OC*-ak
-eng -d/-1d/-1a/-a | EeaS5Hpiad42 ] te@21(V) £TtedaS5(N)
-4 becomes -12 after P-, and -i3 becomes -ia after nasal initials
-ek -a 5 teha3s
-jwaeng -0 ST nosS5
-uwng -0/-0 £fF to42




-uwk -u Fa ko33 vu2l

|-0 -u in fEvu2lfrom OC*-ok
-owng -0 AR no42
-owk -9 =121
-juwng -u/-o> Fts021(V) &% tsud2 = ma2l
-6 -u in §x tsud2 from OC *-un
-2 In 2 ma21 from OC *-ig
-Juwk -0 | #rtso33
-jowng -0/-0 41042 F§ no2l
-0 in A no21 becomes -o after nasal initials.
-jowk -0 B tso21

2. Tone correspondences between Bai and PL

2.1 PL tone 1

e Baitone /33/

gloss TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai

rain 10 ""'r—ywa1 vass, Zass
have 1764, 1766, 1775 *jang' tsis;
tooth 137 ’*“?—cw.,vay1 ts033

In addition, Bai tone /33/ occurs in four words with tense vowels which have final
stops in Chinese and may be Chinese loans (& *zyik ‘to eat; food’; il *kjak “foot’;
fA*kaewk ‘horn’; H *njit ‘sun’):

closs TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai
pig feed 459 *dza' tsass
foot, ankle  103-104 *kre' ko33
homn 263 *kro' ko3
sun 2 *(?)-ne’ Tii33

“Foot’, ‘horn’ and ‘sun’ show the expected correspondences for late A-layer Chinese
forms. They-havebeentreated-as-direct Chinesetoamwards-into-Bai. If tsas; ‘pig feed”
is a direct Chinese loanword into Bai (old layer), the Bai mid tone is irregular (expect
tone /21/). If Bai did not inherit these forms from TB, the fact of the tone
correspondnce with PL tone 1 needs to be explained. Note that the PL form *dza'
cannot be a genetic cognate of Chinese & *zyik ‘to eat’, which reflects an OC lateral
root initial (with prefixed m-, as first proposed by Schuessler: OC *"m-1ik).




e Bai tone /21/

closs
|

thou

water
(<tears)
this

These examples have sonorant initials, prefixed and non.

TBL
9238

o3l
158

942

e Bai tone /55/:

gloss
yell

cat
fly
name

TBL
13638
291

1318

687

Proto-Loloish (Bradley)

*C-nga’

1
*nang

1
*re

*no' ‘that’ (near)

Proto-Loloish (Bradley)

*lu!
il
*ni

*b-yam'

*?-m(y)ing'

Bai
§O2]
1071

1121

N0>;

Bai
koss
ﬂi55
fﬂjj

mia’’

o Finally, there is one clear example of a word with s- prefix plus nasal initial. It has

tone /42/ in Bai:
closs TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai
nose 80 *s-na' Nne4>
2.2 PL tone 2

There are two main correspondences, to Bai tone /42/ and Bai tone /55/.

e Bai tone /42/:

gloss TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai
tiger 304 *k-_laz 104>
sky (<dawn) 1671 *mo® mas
speech, 651 *dang? t042
words

soft 1035 ’kC-Hu2 11047
head 80 %2 Vg
(<nose)

earring 484 *¥k-wang” K347

e Bai tone /55/:

gloss
fish

pine torch

TBL
351

388

Proto-Loloish (Bradley)

2
*nga

*C-mi” (‘fire’)

Bai
[JOs5
IT1C55



cooked rice 440 *hang2 Xass

hard, 1095 *g-ra’ SOs35
laborious
urine 152 * (12 Sass

e in addition there is a minor correspondence to Bai tone /33/:

gloss TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai
earth - 40 *tsa’ Sas3
die 1089 *fez i
blood 129 * gpe’ SUQ33

However this correspondence is doubtful because ‘die’ shows the correspondences of
a Chinese loanword (%t *sijX ‘to die’, old A layer)

‘division of labor’ between Bai tones /42/ and /55/ corresponding to PL tone 2:
fricative onsets occur in tone /55/, stop onsets occur in tone /42/. Sonorants, whether
prefixed or not, go either way. This is similar to Lahu: in Lahu, the PL tone 2
corresponds to Lahu tone 4 (low level) when the initial is reconstructed as glottalized
or fricative, and to Lahu tone 1 with plain stops (voiced or voiceless), prenasalized
stops, plain sonorants, and most instances of voiced prefix (‘C-’) plus sonorant
initials. Bai tone /42/ is similar to Lahu tone 1: both serve for plain stops, plain
sonorants and sonorants with voiced prefixes; while Bai tone /55/ is similar to Lahu
tone 4: both serve for fricative onsets (we have no secure examples of Bai words
corresponding to PL tone-2 words with glottalized onsets), and for some words with
voiced prefix (‘C-’) plus sonorant initials. In Lahu such words are few Bradley’s
example for this category is the word for “fire’, PL *C-mi’, Lahu mi". It is particularly
noteworthy that in Bai too, the word for ‘fire’ behaves as thoucrh it had a glottalized or
fricative initial. The main difference relates to the word ‘fish’, reconstructed with a
plain sonorant onset in PL, which evolves regularly to tone 1 in Lahu, but ‘irregularly’

to tone /55/ in Bai.
=

2.3 PL tone 3

Tone 3 is the least common of PL unchecked tones. Two examples can be cited, both
with Bai tone /33/:

gloss TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai
mother 219 *ma’ mos;3
to dance 1677 *g3.3 kos3
2.4 PL tone H

e Baitone/21/

gloss TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai
eye (<tears) 79/158 *C-myakH ‘eye’ mio;

10




expensive 1054 *kak" ka,;

e Bai tone /33/

gloss TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai

pierce 1222 *m-tsap’ tehass

through

untie,_u_ndo 1600 *k-luat” ‘free’ luass

2.5 PL tone L

Our only secure comparison is the following:

gloss TBL Proto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai

enough 1349 *]ok" luss

Uncertain whether the following 1s a Chinese loan or inherited.

gloss TBL Prcto-Loloish (Bradley) Bai

kill 1602 *Cevaf - 6a33

If a Chinese loan, the palatal initial is irreg. (s- expected).

3. The vocabulary

- 3.1 A Swadesh-100 word list
| # gloss Bai Bl B2 | A-late | A - 1B | uncertain | blend
early

1. (W 02] o

g0 you (sg.) | no; "

s we Qss =

4. this nos -+

> that IM3ss5 tAs3 +

6. who ds; 10y +
dz1 MAz; o I T 2

F. what ds5 Xa71 T
Qss Sa2] 5

8. not di3 ~j£133 ==

9 all tsass kaso tSiss =
'[Ghﬁsj ka43 tSi'33 T e

10 many tGiSS I

|y @ one a) T

12 two ko33 +

15, | g 02

11




14. _long tsO42 T
'S small S€11 53
16. woman J1933 jli;_]
17. | man tSts3 iy
18. | human iy kass
(n)
19, fish 11055
20. bird t(;'igs k955 Uss 1S033 i
21. | dog khuds;
22. | louse ¢133
23. | tree tsty;
24. | seed tsO33 tSis3 5
25, |- deaf S€33
26. _I-roet tsi; tess
27. | bark (of | not listed
tree)
28. | skin pPe€a2 +
29. | flesh kas
30. | blood Sudss
% B bone kuass t1247 e
32 fat (Il) tsass
33. |egg SC21
34. horn k(_)33
35. tail nass tuss i
36. | feather may, "f"‘
2 hair (of t194> mass '
head)
38. | head t1942 pO42 1
39. | ear 1133 t194; kudss
40. | eye JUuess s
41. | nose Vg t1947 Ny
. 42. | mouth tsos3; (teeth ?)
kllass
43. | tongue tsea I
44. | tooth tS033 Pas; =
45. | claw tsuas; tsiss
46. | foot ko33
47. | knee kuass tiag) kas; 5
48. | hand Sis3
49. | neck Kup; miy) tsas;
50. | belly fus;

12




51. | breast(s) | paz; te¢is;
52. | heart ¢ss L
53. | liver kass 1
54. | drink 333 :
39 “|=eat J233
56. | bite Q33 5
e hear tchass t1913 m
58. | see (33 k&> (G33 &
=‘watch’)
59. | know S€33
60. | sleep tshass (s.w. as
(vb.) ‘lie’ # 67)
61. _ldie ¢133
62 | kall ¢Qs3
63. | swim Nd42 GY33 "
64. | fly (vb.) fass
65. | walk PE33
66. | come Y935 5
67. | lie tshas;
(recline)
68. | sit kuy, i
69. | stand tSty;
70. | give Z1
L. .l.say Sudss b
72, -:J¢sun Jus3 phiy; -
73. | moon Mmiss [Uds3 Tt
74. | star Gass e
75. | water €Y33 5
76. | rain (n.) Zas3 GY33 5
vasz €Y33 .
77. | stone ts0;; khuess 2 @
78. sand SOs55 tSiss g
79. earth thu;; Sdi3 . 5% T'Ein_j.l-‘% -~
80. | cloud Vago +
81. | smoke Niss tSis3 5
82. | fire XU€E33 )
83. | ash(es) te1ss suss (plant
ash)
84. | bum 355 khas; e
(intr.) XUss khass
85. | path thus; (‘road’) G

13




36. mountain SUy| +
87. | red tshass ==
88. | green luss 5
89. | yellow 1042 %
90. | white pas; =
91. | black X233 T
92. | night 1021 =
93. hot D21 gs
921 J1133 i o i
94. | cold | kass (weather) ik
kass (water) T
95...|-fall mass +
96. | new €155 4
97. - -good G021 i
68. | round ues; T
09. | dry kdss g
100. | name miass =
total 5 54 24 36 6

% 4 45 30 20

3.2 notes

1. L. Ifthis reflects either of the Chinese 1sg. pronouns & or 3, initial 5- indicates A

layer, but tone B layer. Entirely regular as a reflex of PL *C-nga': PL *ng- goes to
Bai - (fish); PL rhyme -a goes to Bai /o/ after grave initials (fish, tiger, mother,

dance).

2. thou. Irregular vowel and/or tone as a reflex of any of the n- initialled Chinese 2nd
person pronouns %, {X, 7. Regular as a reflex of PL *nang', compare PL *dang'
‘speech, words’, Bai t04, ‘id.’. Nasal vowels are regularly denasalized in Bai after
nasal 1nitials.

. we. Conceivably a reflex of 3%, a 2pl. pronoun in OC, but vowel corr. is
unparalleled and Bai tone /55/ is irreg. corresponding to Chinese Rising tone.
Enters into a PL tone-2 correspondence with Wuding nu;; and Sani ness ‘1d.’,

therefore the word is probably Loloish.
4. this. Not a Chinese form. Evidently identical with PL *no' ‘that (near)’.
. that. Not a Chinese form. Origin unknown. Connection to Cuona Menba moss
‘that’ (near) ?
6. who. The first form is not Chinese. It resembles PL *?asu’' ‘who’, but the

segemental corr. (in particular PL *s- : Bai t-) are so far unparalleled. The second
form is a blend of a Loloish form comparable to Sani a3; ma> ‘who’ and the

Chinese word for ‘human being” A , q.v.
7. what. Neither form is Chinese. The second form resembles Weishan Yi ass tsass id.

and other words of same meaning in Naxi, Hani and Jinuo.

'S

Uhn
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8. not. The two forms are (free ?) variants. Neither is Chinese. With ass, compare the
general Jingpo negation a3, and phonetically similar forms of same meaning in Yi

(Zhao Yansun 1982: 165).

9. all. The first word means ‘everything’, and the second ‘all, the whole’. The glosses
imply a difference of +count vs. -count. In the second word, the Chinese
morphemes “ and f are recognizable in the first and last syllables. The middle
syllable has not been identified.

10.many. Not identified.

I1.one. Not Chinese. A TB cognate set for this item was first established by Zhao
1982: Taoping Qiang a3;, Aka (= Hrusso) a, both ‘one'; Xixia a ‘one of a pair’.

12.two. Not Chinese. The connection to Jingpo lass khons; “two' was first observed by

Zhao 1982. Add Sulung (NW Arunachal Pradesh, a "central TB" language
according to Bradley's classification) akup “second' (Aduk Tayeng 1990)’, Rengma

(eastern Naga) kogy-hu ‘2’ and Phun (Burmic) nai-ko:n, this last apparently

compounded with the Chinese word.

13.big. cf. A MC daH.

14.long. cf. & MC drjang

15.small. cf. #fMC sejH

16.woman. cf. ZZz MC nrjoX V!

17.man. cf. + MC tsiX

18.human. cf. A\ [&] MC nyin kean ‘human being(s)’. Cf. Korean yin kan ‘id.’.

19.1ish. This conceivably reflects &2 MC ngjo but if so the initial and tone clash (tone
indicates B2 layer, initial A layer). Regular as a Loloish form. See # 1 ‘I’.

20.bird. Only the last syllable has been identified. Cf. £¢ MC tsjak ‘bird’.

21.dog. Cf. A MC khwenX

22.louse. Ct.&® MC srit. However note TB srik ‘louse’; the Bai word enters into a tone
I correspondence with other Loloish Igs: Wuding Yi ¢e;;, Sani ¢I33, Hani (ess,
Lahu ¢ess, Jinuo [e4q, Naxi suss, Gazhuo sej; “id.”.

23.tree. Cf. 5 MC dzyuH.

24.seed. Cf. 3 MC trjuwngX.

25.1eaf. Not identified.

26.root. ‘tree’, q.v. (#23) + unidentified element.

27.bark (of tree). not listed in TBL.

28.skin. Cf. ¥ MC bje.

29.flesh. Not Chinese. Enters in a T2 correspondence with Wuding xuss, Sani x®;,

Jinuo k333 'id.

30.blood. The final and tone corresp. to [f MC xwet are reg. in the old layer but the
initial corr. is irreg. Initial and tone correspondences with PL *swe® ‘blood’ better
supported.

31.bone. Cf. & MC kwot.

32.fat. Not Chinese. Enters into a tone 1 corr. with WB tshi? ‘id.’

33.egg. Not identified.
34 horn. Uncertain if TB or Chinese.

' I am indebted to F. Jacquesson for bringing the Sulung datum to my attention.
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35.tail. A Chinese-TB blend. For the first syll., cf. & MC mjijX. Correspondences
surprising but regular ! (cp. & MC mjonH, Bai gua,;). The second syll. is a TB
word, cp. Sani tus;, Lahu tuss, Jinuo to4s.

36.teather. Cf. &£ MC maw. Recent loan (B1). |

37.hair (of head). Cf. =& MC maw. Earlyloan. ool loan (B2

38.head. The first syll. is 3§ MC duw ‘head’. The second is not Chinese, perhaps = TB
*(d-)bu ‘head’. _

39.ear. The first syll. is H MC nyiX ‘ear’. The second is 8§ MC duw as a noun suffix.
The last syll. is unidentified, yet does not appear relatable to a TB word.

40.eye. Cf. BR MC ngreanX. Note that the PL word *C-myak" ‘eye’survives as miy,

(note the fron vowel supporting a PL origin over a Chinese origin in § MC
mjuwk) in the Bai compound for ‘tears’.

41.nose. A TB word, cf. PL *s-na’.

42.mouth. The first syll. may be the TB word for ‘tooth’, q.v. (#44). The second syll.
1s unidentified.

43.tongue. Cf. I MC zyaeH

44 tooth. Cp. PL *?-cway' ‘tooth’. The second syll. 1s unidentified.

45.claw. Cf. N MC tsraewX, Mand. zhua3. A modermn loan.

46.1foot. Uncertain if TB or Chinese.

47 knee. The first syll. must mean ‘leg’ and is unidentified. The second syll. is 5§ MC
duw, a noun suffix. The last syll. is B MC kaep or Z kaejH < -ps ‘cover, lid’.

48.hand.Cf. & syuwX.

49.neck.. Not Chinese. Unidentified.

50.belly. Cf. AT duX.

51.breast(s). A TB word, compare Wuding ass pa, 'id.

52.heart. Cf. /[, MC sim.

53.liver. Cf. A+ MC kan.

54.drink. Cf. g8 MC 2imX.

55.eat. Not identified.

56.bite. Cf. 15 MC *ngaewX but the tense vowel is irreg.

57.hear. Cf. 52 15 MC theng tok.

58.see. The first syll. is a verb meaning ‘watch’ (TBL #1093). It is unidentified. The
second = 5 MC kenH.

59.know. This is unidentified. Conceivably = PL si* but if so the nasality is
unexplained.

60.sleep. Same word as ‘lie’ q.v. (#67).

61.die. Regular both as & MC sijX and PL *{i*. Uncertain whether TB or Chinese.

62 .kill. Uncertain which of PL C-sat" or #¥ sreat. If the latter, the Bai initial palatal is
1rreg.

63.swim. Cf. 3F 7K yuw sywijX.

64 .fly. If this 1s & MC pjij, the tone indicates a B1 loanword, but then the vowel corr.
is irreg. Since the Bai word enters in a T1 corr. with Hani puss, Lahu pos;, Jinuo
presy, Naxi bly;, Gazhuo phyy,, it is better regarded as = PL "‘b-yamI ‘to fly’.

65.walk. Not Chinese. A Tai origin has been suggested but this is better regarded as =
PL *p-re? ‘run’.

66.come. Cf. KMMC loj. An early loan, earlier than the change of *r- to I-.

67.lie. Unidentified.
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68.sit. Cf. fig MC kjoH ‘to sit’.

69.stand. Unidentified. Perhaps [& drik ‘straight’ but if so phonologically 1rreg. as
well as semantically distant.

70.give. Unidentified. Perhaps 85 sjeH ‘give’ but if so phonologically irreg.

71.say. Cf. 25 MC sywet.

72.sun. The first syll. is either H MC nyit or PL *(?)-ne’. The second syll. is

unidentified.
73.moon.Cf. B H mjaeng ngjwot.
74 .star. Cf. 2 MC seng.
75.water.Cf. 7k MC sywijX.
76.rain. Both forms include ‘water’ (cf. above, # 75) as their second syll. za33 in the

1st form 1s should be compared with PL *r-}wal, and vasis in the second, with an

unprefixed variant of the same. A comparison with §§ MC hjo is OK with the
initial and tone, but Bai /a/ corresponding to this rhyme (and to the OC £& rhyme
cat.) 1s unparalleled.

77.stone. The 1st syll. is /MC dzyek. The second appears to be an irreg. form of £
MC kwhejH in the B1 layer (tense vowel expected), added to the first syll. at a

recent date.
78.sand. Cf. 3>+ MC srae tsiX.
79.earth. Cf. - > MC thuX srae.
80.cloud. Not a TB word. Cf. Z= MC hjun.
81.smoke. The first syll is {8 +MC ?en tsiX.

82.fire. Cf. 'k MC xwaX. This word belongs to the OC -ij rhyme, and the Bai word

appears to reflect this old vocalism. The TB word for ‘fire’ (PL *C-mi®) survives as
mess in the word for ‘pine torches’.

83.ashes. The Bai term means ‘plant ashes’. Not a Chinese term.

84 .burn.The second syllable in the two forms is identified as #2 MC khiX ‘begin to’.
The first syllable in each form must carry the lexical meaning ‘to burn’, but the
etyma have not been identified, either in Chinese (A MC nyen ‘to burn’ can hardly
correspond to Bai noss).

85.path.The meaning is ‘road’. Cf. 35 MC du. Starostin (1994) identified the Bai word
as 38 which relies on a highly marginal correspondence MC d- : Bai th-.

86.mountain. Not a Chinese word (||| MC srean cannot correspond). The word is to be
compared with Hani t{vs;, Naxi dzy,; ‘1d.’.

87.red.Cf. 7= MC tshyek.

88.green. Cf. #5% MC ljowk.

89.yellow. & MC hwang. This must have followed the evolution woy > w0 > gwo >

o (through w- > - in syllables with nasal endings, a regular change, cp. & MC
*?won, Bai nuess ‘lukewarm’, cf. also ‘round’ # 98 below.

90.white. Cf. 5 MC baek

91.black. Cf. 22 MC xok

92.night. Cf. 7% MC yaeH

93 .hot. The first word is not Chinese. Perhaps = WB ok ‘id’. The second word is a
blend of the first syllable and Z& MC nyet.

94.cold. Neither form is easily compared with Chinese words (such as y72 MC ljang, a
form with velar prefix in OC), especially in view of the nonnasal vowels 1n Bai.
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The second form could be compared with PL *C-grak", although Bai tone /55/ in }

PL checked syllables appears to correspond to PL tone L. ,;
95.full.Cf. jm MC manX.

96.new. Cf. 37 MC sin.

97.good. Unidentified.

98.round. Cf. [E] MC hjwen. See # 89 above on the corr. of initials.

99.dry. Cf. 87 MC kan.

100.name. Corresponds with PL *?-m(y)ig" rather than with Chinese 4 MC mjieng:

tone correspondence would indicate B layer, but final contradicts this.

4. The Bal numerals

I 1133, jizs ay)
2 ]l_i33 kﬁg;
3. Sfi_—;s

4, Gl33

). 1033

6. fus;

7. t¢l33

8. pids3

9. tG933
10. tsggl

shaded cells : Bai numerals of Chinese origin
clear cells : Bai numerals of TB origin

Xu Lin and Zhao Yansun (Bai Yu Jianzhi. 1984: 24sq) discuss the uses of the Bai
numerals for ‘1’ and ‘2’: only a;; and kds3 are used in counting things less than 10 in

number. The corresponding Chinese numerals are essentially limited to numbers
above 10.
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