\

Petra: Qasr al-Bint
Thibaud Fournet, Frangois Renel

» To cite this version:

Thibaud Fournet, Francois Renel. Petra: Qasr al-Bint. Archaeology in Jordan Newsletter, 2018, 2016
and 2017 seasons, p. 90-91. halshs-01926022

HAL 1d: halshs-01926022
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-01926022
Submitted on 18 Nov 2018

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci- destinée au dépot et a la diffusion de documents
entific research documents, whether they are pub- scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
lished or not. The documents may come from émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
teaching and research institutions in France or recherche francais ou étrangers, des laboratoires
abroad, or from public or private research centers. publics ou privés.

Distributed under a Creative Commons Attribution - NonCommercial - NoDerivatives 4.0
International License


https://shs.hal.science/halshs-01926022
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr

ARCHAEOLOGY
IN JORDAN
il

Jaydl g

NEWSLETTER ™"

g ar
1850

AMERICAN CENTER OF ¢n<yalll j<3all
ORIENTAL RESEARCH &gyl &Ll




ARCHAEOLOGY IN JORDAN

Archaeology in Jordan Newsletter: 2016 and 2017 Seasons
Edited by John D.M. Green, Barbara A. Porter, and China P. Shelton
© 2018 by ACOR — The American Center of Oriental Research
PO Box 2470
Amman, 11181, Jordan

Novemlber 2018

www.acorjordan.org/archaeology-jordan-aij/
acor@acorjordan.org

Original design by Jawad Hijozi
Layout by Starling Carter

The Archaeology in Jordan Newsletter in an open access (OA) online publication by ACOR. All the original reports
published in this journal are free to access immediately from the date of publication. We do not charge fees for
any reader to download articles for their own scholarly or educational use.

The Archaeology in Jordan Newletter operates under the Creative Commons Licence CC-BY-NC-ND. This allows
for the reproduction of articles, free of charge, for non-commercial use only and with the appropriate citation
information. All authors publishing with the Archaeology in Jordan Newsletter accept these as the terms of
publication. Please contact individual authors for further information on their contributions or for images under
copyright or requesting additional permissions.

[@lolsle]

Cover image: Detail of wall painting from the Bayt Ras Tomb
(Orthographic photo: Soizik Bechetoille-Kaczorowski/Ifpo Amman)

ISBN: 978-0-578-41390-7

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
The Deposit Number at the National Library
(2018/5550/ 5 )



2016 AND 2017 SEASONS

55
57
59
61

63
65
67
69
n

73
74
76
78
79
81

82
84
86
88
90
92
94
96

98
100

CONTENTS

MAP OF SITES AND PROJECTS
INTRODUCTION

JABAL QURMA

EASTERN BADIA ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT
WESTERN HARRA SURVEY PROJECT
KHARANEH IV

MUSHASH 163

UMM EL-JIMAL

GADARA/UMM QEIS HINTERLAND SURVEY
NORTHERN JORDAN PROJECT

ABILA OF THE DECAPOLIS

BAYT RAS

PELLA

WADI HAMMEH 27

KHIRBET UM AL-GHOZLAN

JERASH NORTHWEST QUARTER PROJECT
LATE ANTIQUE JARASH PROJECT

JARASH EAST BATHS

TALL DAMIYAH

WADI SHU'AIB ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY PROJECT
JABAL AL-MUTAWWAQ

KHIRBET AL-BATRAWY

AMMAN: THE ROMAN NYMPHAEUM

TALL AL-'UMAYRI

HISBAN CULTURAL HERITAGE PROJECT
KHIRBET AL-MUKHAYYAT

TALL JALUL

MADABA REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL
MUSEUM PROJECT

MURAYGHAT

MACHAERUS

KHIRBAT ISKANDAR

KHIRBET AL-BALU'A

GHAWR AS-SAFI

EXPEDITION TO THE DEAD SEA PLAINS
HARRAT JUHAYRA 2

PETRA: SHKARAT MSAIED

PETRA: BA'AJA

PETRA REGION GEOARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY
PETRA: ISLAMIC BAYDHA PROJECT
PETRA: WADI AGLAT

PETRA: UMM SAYSABAN

PETRA: AD-DEIR MONUMENT AND PLATEAU PROJECT
PETRA: WADI MATAHA

PETRA: NORTH-EASTERN PETRA PROJECT
PETRA NORTH RIDGE PROJECT

PETRA: TEMPLE OF THE WINGED LIONS

PETRA: COLONNADED STREET FLOOD DEPOSIT ANALYSIS

PETRA: QASR AL BINT

UDHRUH

AYN GHARANDAL

WADI RUM: COMMUNITY-BASED ROCK ART AND
EPIGRAPHIC RECORDING PROJECT

AQABA MARINE HERITAGE PROJECT
CONTRIBUTOR CONTACT INFORMATION

5920l

adlggllg gyLigll ibyya
Agadgll

Agyd Jua

Adipaill Aalll /7 4lha galg
slaguull slpnunll / Ayysll dpall
€ iilyall

NP GiLhg

dloall pi

e pl Adihigl il 2uugll
034l Jlois ggpaitg

(lygd) M

uuly ey

rV dgall |§.':Ig

udjall pl s

sl llodll gl it gt
Al i ggpit

Ayl iy cilgls

dggla Ji

e 62lg

dghgll Jia

wglAdl Aya

ilogyl calygall Juaw - jloc
AL il Gl ggpitg
hiagll s

Joba Ji

ol gfidll Lalg Lanig
Aidyg

Jalsg

JaiGl digga

dcgll dspa

aloll jgé

cugll jaull gld I Aol
fdpandp

ECTINT 1| Ev | I [ |

Aasy el il

slyigll Aihigl |,2glgS jigall 2uugll
Argllnlll vy ggpuing sslyidl
williile galg il

st i slgigl

Hall eyl

Aalhg galg :slyidl

Al slyigl G Jloais ggpitn
KAl gl Jill ggpirg
Aniagll aguuill areg :clyil
dageill gyl clyill

citll pnd selyill

aal

Jaije (e

pall le piléll g)aunll ggiagll:p) galg
1Ll ggjantg - Aviiell

paLugll JLoill cilggleg



2016 AND 2017 SEASONS 1

MAP OF SITES AND PROJECTS
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Fig. 85. Tentative reconstruction drawing of the Qasr al-Bint temple and adjacent buildings during the

Roman period (Rendering by T. Fournet)

The excavation of the Qasr al-Bint area, conducted by Francois
Renel since 1999 is part of the French Archaeological Mission of
Petra, directed since 2013 by Laurent Tholbecq (Université Libre
de Bruxelles), and before him by the late Christian Augé. The
2016 and 2017 seasons focused on the monumental staircase
of the temple, partly documented by previous excavations,
including Peter Parr during the 1960s and Fawzi Zayadine in the
1980s (Zayadine et. al. 2003), but it still produces valuable results
concerning the chronology of the area.

For the recent periods, the most significant remains are related
to an early Islamic reoccupation of the temple. They consist
of a terrace wall, located on the monumental staircase of the
temple, and of an impressive enclosure wall built inside the
pronaos with massive reused dressed-stone and column drums
(all of them part of the temple's upper parts). An important
collection of locally handmade pottery from the associated
layers could be dated, as a preliminary observation, to the 9th
to 10th century A.D. This occupation could be related to a small
graveyard previously excavated in front of the temple, and to
other unexplained structures preserved inside the cella before
1970s preservation work.

PETRA: QASR AL
BINT
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Concerning the monumental staircase itself, the excavation distinguished two architectural
stages. The first stairs, built at the same time as or immediately after the temple's podium,
appear to have been magnificently restored in white marble (Fig. 85). This refurbishment could
be tentatively associated with the construction of the monumental Apse Building, northwest of
the temple, during the second half of the 2nd century A.D.

The excavation also delivered elements concerning the early phases of the temple. In a deep
sounding, made in a gap between the paving in the southwest corner of the pronaocs, the
foundations of the temple were exposed and, more significantly, pre-existing massive masonry
was discovered underneath, directly resting on the bedrock. The size and strength of this masonry
indicate that this substructure was probably designed to support a monumental building. The
sherds found in the sand backfilling in those early foundations can be dated between 150 and
50 BC. (Schmid's Phase 1).

Excavations on the temple were complemented by a renewed architectural analysis conducted
by Thibaud Fournet on the "B Building,” a luxury Nabataean construction previously excavated
by the French team east of the temple. This study has resulted in a reconstruction with two stories
centred around a courtyard surrounded by a Doric portico, supporting a Corinthian gallery at
the upper level, with screen walls adorned with colonettes (Fig. 81). Beside this sophisticated
courtyard, the analysis of the monumental gate of the building, with imbricated Nabataean
and Corinthian orders, revealed two main successive construction stages, and provided new
insights into its successive functions within the Qasr al-Bint temenos.

On another note, preservation efforts were continued and intensified in 2017, in terms of a large
presentation/valorisation project for the Qasr al-Bint area, which encompassed security,
conservation, and interpretation.

REFERENCES:
F. Zayadineg, Fr. Larché, J. Dentzer-Feydy, 2003. Le Qasr al-Bint de Peétra. L'architecture, le decor,
la chronologie et les dieux. Paris: ERC.
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