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Loyettes, an Unbulit Dam:

Breaking up the Rhone River's Geohistory

Silvia Flaminio silvia.flaminio@ens-lyon.fr = ? BEI&%RNSITE
Universite de Lyon - UMR 5600 / Universite de Lausanne - IGD S

1.Context: Looking at Social and 2. Material & Methods

To collect data on the Loyettes project:

ECOIOg |Ca| Chaﬂges ¢ Oral histories were collected (n=17);

e Archivesdocuments were consulted: Archives municipales
d'Anthon, Archives de la Frapna, Archives départementales du
Rhone, Archives nationales.
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Since its foundation the OHM Vallée du Rhdne focused on
events which led to changes and shifts in the Rhone River's
planning and management.

It highlighted in particular 2 periods characterized by major
floods and their consequences: 1856 and 2003 (Fig. 1).

The floods:
A founding event

Fig. 3. Collected data: Some examples
(S. Flaminio, 2015-2017)
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Fig. 1. Framework of the OHM Vallée du Rhone h L 3 The Loyettes dam prOJeCt and the CN R'S
Source: Arnaud, 2018 (translated from) V'

To further explore the trajectory of the Rhone

Rlyer and |denyfy other hls_torlcal turning i i W
points, two projects were financed by the T

OHM-VR (Le Lay et al. 2015; 2017).
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Le profil en long entre la frontiére suisse et Lyon se caractérise par une pente iné-
galement répartie suivant deux secteurs :
— le secteur amont de Seyssel — déja aménagé avec I'ensemble Génissiat-
Seyssel — ; la pente est trés forte et la vallée encaissée a permis la constitution
o

l:e régime des eaux est influencé par la présence a I'amont du Lac Léman, et pour
I'aval, du Lac du Bourget qui joue un rdle de bassin d’écrétement pour les crues les

SR
: DE SEYSSEL
T . plus fortes.
- - g
; ™ AMENAGEMENT Du point de vue hydrologique, le débit du Rhdne est, & Chateaufort (al'aval immeé-
H -CEG'WJV@E diat du Fier), de 4150 m%s pour la crue exceptionnelle (crue millénaire); la crue
E. annuelle (débit dépassé 10 jours par an) y est de 860 m?/s. A cette méme
3 -mmw station, le débit semi-permanent est de 350 m?/s et I'étiage de 90 m?/s.
Rhone (CNR) put forward its e

L'Ain
Both these projects Loyettes hydro-power project for the SANTMALRIGE DE.COURDMS >
brought to -‘ Upper Rhone in 1979. /
consideration the case ‘_ ‘
of the Loyettes dam /
(1979-1990) whose It included the Loyettes dam, P 4
history is still little at the confluence of the Ain |
known. "Not only do these Iinfrastructures [ie. Loyettes and and Rhone Rivers. o A
another dam| present national economic interests B \/ |
s o e T S The projectwas presented as - ST, AU
a hecessi y anagd alternatives Municipal boundaries = Weirs (projects A, B and C)
Build Loyettes or die” were suggested (Fig. 4) to meeftedarea(lgmp'an) o oY
(Le Monde, 1st August 1987) respond to the original o eyl B Crenta T oA ATaalE ),
project’s criticism. 1080 N, Cote - 3080W1158), Archiven Project B Fig. 5. Archive documents of the CNR presenting
Ralaaton -5, Flanimo, sent. 2015 Project C the Upper Rhone Plan (1979) and the Loyettes
Fig. 4. Map of the Loyettes dam projects dam project (1980).

4. Opposing the dam: Aesthetics, Ecology and local concerns united

An unprecedented coalition formed to Scientists produced knowledge on the unique The regional antena of the Ministry for
contest the dam project. It brought ecology and geomorphology of the Ain-Rhone Environment (Drae) decided to put forward
together environmentalists, anglers, confluence (Amoros et al. 1986) a protected area project which would

local residents and farmers. prohibit the building of the dam.

"We had lost one, two, three issues [on the Rhone
River] so we said 'for this fourth one we must make
it'. That's when we came up with the idea of putting
forward a protected area at the same time as the
dam was being debated [instead of only
considering compensation measures]|"

(Interview 13, with a former Drae agent, 2015)

"I remember the 'Wild Rhone' | used to know. The
Amazonian Rhoéne! [...] | realised to what extent
the project would destroy it all. [...] they were
going to modify the Rhone's course and for me
that was a lese-majesté offence”

(Interview 12, with a dam opponent, 2015)
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Fig. 5. Two anti-dam flyers showing the aesthetic and ecological consequences of the
Loyettes project (Coordination pour la défense du fleuve Rhone et de la riviere d'Ain, n.d.)

5. Buried, Forgotten and... Resurrected: A New Conclusion?

saint

Some major themes of the public's jalionas
contribution and answers from the
In 1990, the French Prime minister According to some scientists, this decision | oo R |
approved the protected area and the —the victory the dam opponents were Mg, vodversie o b Wit
I . . SOIG! ) te_rmeseC U éec:ric’ité tribuer _schéema
dam's construction was prevented. hoping for—had local consequences but vansiion " p . t_ R ostsemen!
- contmuly yerrfeu ean A Ioner environhemen
also affected the planning and écologéqﬁénag;t%% gﬁg&ﬂ%mmmm.gasmr
. . . . A . on S uree ' erre nor
"We helped improve river planning practices” management of the Rhone River. comp%%ﬁgqg%%f‘sﬁfe‘fiinﬁn CIl iken gggézérgi:éral
(Interview 3, with a scientist, 2015) N - pﬁii?g”.e%%fég;;mem
Nevertheless, few people remember the B et
. . F:r | hydroglse;riquqr}gli’r g iriga CONCEeSsSIoN
"A victory" controversy today and the protected area is potlt_cenkele T suoluton me%m%@w
seRSE " - :
(Lebreton, 1984) rather neglected. Srologation It seems as if the CNR is
concertation pU”Ing OUt from ItS aI’ChiveS
. - _ _
"Never remembered” ,;(r)i Sl;e\rl]v cg;gges on thet] V\;]ay. In June proje x:sl_s:{cegfgjgg?ézcé ;vg;gh
(|ntel'VIeW 9, Wlth an angler, 2015) : t e . announce t e Comp,\any piscicole intégllg.l’?)il:rjgég%ﬂs&?c%rmmission I t df
was planning a new dam on the Rhone, a développerment 111 Ehisager poputation ana for
I fluvial zone Stude "
few kilometers upstream from Loyettes. oupshon rhoroddfe environmental reasons
voie ) ./ climatique
e e (Public contribution 30th June

Fig. 6. Co-occurrences based on the 93 online  agicsle N 2019)
public contributions on the CNR's relicensing project
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