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Résumé

Trois manuscrits ont été photographiés lors d’une mission de terrain menée dans la région du Tegray dans le cadre du projet Troglopie
en février 2020. Cette note a pour objectif d’attirer I'attention des chercheurs sur ces codex. Le premier a été également photographié
par le projet EMIP, avant cette campagne de prospection, alors que les deux autres ne sont pas connus. Cette note se veut le
complément de l'article dans ce volume des Annales d’Ethiopie, “Eglises rupestres du Tagray oriental et central. Résultats de

prospections et hypothéses techniques et socio-économiques,” portant sur les résultats archéologiques du projet Troglopie. Une breve
analyse et un catalogue synthétique des manuscrits seront présentés, ainsi que I'importance de quelques unités textuelles contenues.
Des points d'intéréts cl6turent cette note en guise de conclusion.

Abstract

Three manuscripts were photographed during a survey led in Tegray region in February 2020 as part of the Troglopie Project. This
note intends to alert the scholarly community to these codices. One was photographed by the EMIP project (still unpublished) before
this survey, but prior to the photographs completed by this survey, the existence of any photos of the other two manuscripts are
unknown to scholars. This note complements the article in the present volume of the Annales d’Ethiopie, ” Eglises rupestres du Tagray

oriental et central. Résultats de prospections et hypothéses techniques et socio-économiques,” which concerns the archaeological
results of the Troglopie Project. This note will present a brief analysis and synthetic catalogue of these codices as well as consider the
relevance of some textual units contained within them. The note will culminate by raising some points of interest as a conclusive
discussion.
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Abstract

Three manuscripts were photographed during a survey led in Togray
region in February 2020 as part of the Troglopie Project. This note
intends to alert the scholarly community to these codices. One was pho-
tographed by the EMIP project (still unpublished) before this survey,
but prior to the photographs completed by this survey, the existence
of any photos of the other two manuscripts are unknown to scholars.
This note complements the article in the present volume of the Annales
d’Ethiopie, "Eglises rupestres du Togray oriental et central. Résultats
de prospections et hypotheses techniques et socio-économiques,” which
concerns the archaeological results of the Troglopie Project. This note
will present a brief analysis and synthetic catalogue of these codices as
well as consider the relevance of some textual units contained within
them. The note will culminate by raising some points of interest as a
conclusive discussion.
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Résumé

Trois manuscrits ont été photographiés lors d’'une mission de terrain
menée dans la région du Togray dans le cadre du projet Troglopie
en février 2020. Cette note a pour objectif d’attirer I'attention des
chercheurs sur ces codex. Le premier a été également photographié par
le projet EMIP, avant cette campagne de prospection, alors que les deux
autres ne sont pas connus. Cette note se veut le complément de I'article
dans ce volume des Annales d’Ethiopie, « Eglises rupestres du Togray
oriental et central. Résultats de prospections et hypotheses techniques
et socio-économiques,” portant sur les résultats archéologiques du
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projet Troglopie. Une bréve analyse et un catalogue synthétique des
manuscrits seront présentés, ainsi que 'importance de quelques unités
textuelles contenues. Des points d’intéréts cloturent cette note en guise
de conclusion.

Mots-clés : manuscrits éthiopiens, catalogue, Togray
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This note intends to draw the attention of the scholarly community to three
manuscripts from Tagray: MSS Qorqor-oor, Céiliiqot—om, and D:;gum—OOI.1
MS Ciliqot-oo1 was already photographed by the EMIP project (EMIP
n° 816 — ChelekotSilasie 075).> However, any other existing images of MSS
Qorqor-oor and Dagum-oo1 other than those photographed by this survey,
which was led in the Toagray region in February 2020 by Anais Lamesa
(archaeologist and historian), are unknown to scholars. The purpose of this
short note is to complete Anais Lamesa, Hailay Astba, and Bertrand Saint-
Bézar’s contribution submitted in the present volume of Annales d’Ethiopie,
“Eglises rupestres du Toagray oriental et central. Résultats de prospections et
hypothéses techniques et socio-économiques.” This survey was part of the
“Troglopie Project,” which aimed to study medieval Christian communities
via the practice of carving churches from rock.

This project was firstly undertaken to gather and photograph manuscripts
containing the Gddl of Abrsham from Dibri Sayon, which are useful in
aiding the comprehension of Tigrayan carving techniques during the Middle
Ages. During this research, Anais Lamesa visited, inter alia, the monastery

? “Ethiopic Manuscript Imaging

! The authors assigned these sigla.
Project.” This manuscript is not yet available online. We are very grateful to

Professor Delamarter for having shared its digital reproduction with us.
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of Maryam Qorqor (Bosc-Tiess¢, 2014: §3), the monastery of Ciliqot Sallase
(T'segay Berhe, 2003: 667b-668a) and the Church of Maryam in Dsgum
(Balicka-Witakowska, 2005: 126b-12%b). On these occasions, she asked church
guardians and librarians for evidence of this hagiographic corpus, whose loca-
tion was signalled by Kinefe-Rigb Zelleke’s inventory (Kinefe-Rigb Zelleke,
1975: 60-61). Unfortunately, no such text was found in the manuscripts the
researcher was shown during her stay with the exception of one manuscript,
which is currently under study and will be published elsewhere. However, the
three manuscripts that were photographed during the survey deserve a short
analysis and introduction. The conditions of this fieldwork did not allow for an
extensive analysis of the manuscripts iz situ due to lack of time and resources.
Thus, for this contribution, the codicological and textual analyses by the
authors will be conducted on photographic representations of the manuscripts.

There are specific portions of the texts that were analysed during this
study which are quite interesting for the overall research project. Notably, in
manuscript Qorqor-oor, there exists a fragment of the Apocalypse of Gregory
from Edessa dating between the 14" and the 15" century on palacogra-
phical grounds, which, until today, was only known in recent Beta *Hsra’el
manuscripts and translated from Arabic. In manuscript Célﬁqot-OOI, there
exists a homiliarium that is attributed to metropolitan Silama (introduced
under the pen-name of Rotui Haymanot, “the Orthodox,” as well). It is dated
between the 17 and the 18" century on palacographical grounds and is
a compelling contribution to the study of local homilies. Additionally, the
History of the city of Dagum and Life and Miracles of Yohannas records local
traditions and stories from the region of Gir‘alta that were copied at the end
of the 20" century.

This note is structured as follows: first, it presents the repository of the
manuscripts and the GPS location of the monasteries and church (Fig. 1) as
well as the shelf-marks; second, it provides codices and descriptions of their
contents; third, the note mentions the paracontent (including colophons and
later additions). For each entry, the note includes a bibliography of works
that are contained within these manuscripts, and the note will underline some
of the textual unites in order to indicate their importance and to aid in the

production of more accurate studies in the future.

1. Qorqor-oox
Repository: Qorqor Maryam monastic library.3

GPS location*: 37P 0539514; 1539099.

3 For the precise localisation of each repository described here, see the map
in the contribution by Lamesa, Hailay Atsba & Saint-Bézar, in this volume.

* UTM WGS 84.
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Physical description

This codex contains several quires from different manuscripts that were
rebound. It was not possible to determine the precise codicological information
from the photographic evidence of the manuscripts alone. The diversity of
textual contents derives from this latter process of reassembly.
Parchment, codex, 300 mm x 225 mm, three codicological units, 32 folia,
wooden plates binding.
Codicological units:
— Unit I: 1350-1450 (on palacographical grounds)’, fols 1r-v, 4r-6v, 20r-v,
28r-32v, two columns, 23-29 lines. (Fig. 2)
— Unit II: 1450-1500 (on palacographical grounds), fols 7r-17v, two
columns, 19-23 lines. (Fig. 3)
— Unit III: 1500-1599 (on palacographical grounds), fols 2r-3v, 18r-19v,

21r-271v, two columns, 19 lines. (Figs. 2, 3, 4)

Contents

Textual units:

— Apocalypse of Gregory from Edessa. Fols: 1r, 4r-6v, 20r-v, 28r-32v.

— Gddli Kiros. Fols: 2r-3v, 18r-19v, 21r-va, 22r-24v, 271-v.

— Homily on Abraham and Sara in Egypt by Ephrem the Syrian. Fols: 7r-1ora,
IIr-V, I41-v, 15r-16v, 21vb.

— Testament of the Three Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Fols: 10rb-v,
121V, 131-V, I7r-V.

Incipit/explicit:

— Apocalypse of Gregory from Edessa incipit (poorly conserved): fol 1ra:
Wik @ X hG @ HCA? @ P50 : ICICEN @ av3LAP .. ]

— Giddli Kiros incipit: fol 27rb. (Fig. 4): Wrk : 1£A : HPSN0 @ O4h
: oo EILA RO hen ..

— Gidli Kiros explicit: fol 21rb: Té&ov : 10 : ANB-06 : A0 : .CO
Ak 2 PUA 2 PPOMT 1 RILT X

— Homily on Abraham and Sara in Egypt by Ephrem the Syrian incipit:
fol 21vb: £CA7 : HEN : “1¢ : h&&9° : (AT : ANCYP
t AN RO@- : [P0 AMLANAC @ @ORTT 2 Aé : NANE :
AT0RT @ Qrar @ Ll ML ..

— Homily on Abraham and Sara in Egypt by Ephrem the Syrian explicit: fol
rora: @léh1z : GAlF @ O70AA @ AA” : OOAL : @O0
: &N WA LH @ RRRL ¢ OHALL : ®AGAG® : GAP° :
AT %

5 All palacographical analysis are based on Uhlig, 1988.
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Figure 2. Manuscript Qorqor-oor, fols 1gv-2or.

Figure 3. Manuscript Qorqor-oor, fols 17v-18r.
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Figure 4. Manuscript Qorqor-oor, fols 26v-27r.

— Testament of the Three Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob incipit: fol
10orb: H@*x-fav : GANFar @ @IRFov @ AAND : ARANCYI® :
LOhP : @eHN |...|

Paracontent

Colophon:

— Gidli Kiros Colophon fols 21rb-va: AH ¢ A& 6 : ANTE @ 1LA
! FATLE 2 Ak BRAE AP @Ot aPF b 1 mEOF
NPT AT1LRT @ OPCEP : @NEF ¢ RI0A : WAAT
: ONLF % ohoN : PCES : NLANL : X7 ¢ P&AT 1 ont
DO 2 PSTULT : HOWCE ¢ AT i Gevt o 9POA : Lt

(N7 : ACLAT @ AR @ £I°PFN : Tl @ OIPOA :
h“l\‘ oL : PP AGAaD 1 GATC : ROLT X OAAY ¢ Al
! AhEN AT DTA : FeLCh : NAAThov 1 8I°NAYL
A0AT @ HAAO @ RAT @ hae @ @ANP7 : Crd @ A9 ImAT :
02n=k @ AR @ hed @ AP ALY =

Bibliography on the manuscript

Asboha Gibriselassie, 2016: 52, n°s.
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Bibliography on the works contained in the manuscript

Apocalypse of Gregory from Edessa:

Halévy, 1902.

Getatchew Haile, 1994.

Croq, 2021.

Gddla Kiros:

Marrassini, 2004.

Krzyzanowska, 2015.

Homily on Abraham and Sara in Egypt by Ephrem the Syrian:
Caquot, 1988.

Kaplan, 2005.

Testament of the Three Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob:
Heide, 2012a.

Heide, 2012b.

2. éﬁlﬁqot-om (EMIP 816 — ChelekotSilasie 075)
Repository: Ciliqot Sallase monastic library.
GPS location: 37P 0551863; 1478390.

Inventory number noted: C4 IV 221.

Physical description

This codex contains a Homiliarium and a fragmentary Laha Maryam (or
Homily on the Lament of Virgin Mary by Cyriacus, bishop of Bohansa) from 1650
to 1799 (on palaecographical grounds).

Parchment, codex (270 x 230 mm), one codicological unit, 137 folia, two
columns, ¢. 22 lines, A+17 quires, and wooden plates covered in leather
binding.

Contents

Textual units:
— Homiliarium: fols 2r-121v
— Homily on the Trinity or Theology of the Incarnation.® Fols: 2r-7va.
Attributed to Rotu‘d Haymanot (from now on RH).
— Homily on the Nativity.” Fols: 7va-1gv. Attributed to RH.
— Homily on the Baptism of Christ in the Jourdan.® Fols: 20r-32ra. At-
tributed to RH.

6 See MS EMML 237s, fols 3r-8r. 7 See MS EMML 2375, fols 8r-18v.
8 See MS EMML 2375, fols 18v-31r.
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— Homily on fasting, prayer and almsgiving, for the beginning of Lent.’
Fols: 32ra-38¢b. Attributed to RH.

— Homily on fasting and chastity, for the first Sunday of Lent."" Fols: 38rb-
41vb.

— Homily on fasting and peace, for the second Sunday in Lent."! Fols: 41vb-

44V.
— Homily on fasting and meckness, for the third Sunday in Lent."? Fols: 451-

47rb.

— Homily on the Incarnation of the World."® Fols: 47rb-6ora. Attributed to
RH.

— Homily on Our Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem, for Palm Sunday (Hosanna) .'*
Fols: 6ora-62vb. Attributed to RH.

— Homily on the washing of the feet and on the communion after (the Last)
Supper, for Maundy Thursday." Fols: 6avb-75va. Attributed to RH.

— Homily on the death of Our Lord, for the 9’}’ hour of Good Friday.16
Fols: 75va-88r. Attributed to RH.

— Homily on the Ascension of Jesus Christ."” Fols: 88r-gara.

— Homily on the Paraclete for Pentecost.'® Fols: g4ra-106vb.

— Homily on the Apostles (5 Hamle). Fols: 106vb-111ra. Attributed to RH.

— Homily on the Transfiguration. Fols: 111ra-1161b.

— Homily on the angels (8 Hedar). Fols: 116rb-121v. Attributed to RH.

— Laha Maryam or Homily on the Lament of Virgin Mary by Cyriacus,
bishop of Bohoansa. Fols: 122r-137v. The end is missing.

Incipit/explicit:

— Homiliarium incipit: fol 2ra: The composition of this collection is
attributed to ’abba Silama. @@? : Al : OOAL : @avILN
P80 : 5 AAN ¢ £CAT : HLLA : AN : NA?? : (AT :
A0 2 O/TBY 2 AOAL : RIALANACG ¢ hfD 2 D77V
T Tou b SR 1 & S L K o

— Homiliarium explicit: fol 121vb. Prayer for ’abba Silama the Metropoli-
tan. (Fig. 5). ®ARMFT : AA77 : %20 : COTE 7 @ RILANEC :
A8 : FA9° : Hhwwed : A @ POmd : TTA 2 PO
OaACY 2 AP 2 O1E0 2 Ak 2 Ot 2 A% 2 GA9°
K77 X

? See MS EMML 2375, fols 31v-36v. ' See MS EMML 2375, fols 36v-39r.
' See MS EMML 2375, fols 39r-41r. > See MS EMML 237, fols 41r-42v.
B See MS EMML 2375, fols 54r-65r. ™ See MS EMML 2373, fols 65r-67v.
' See MS EMML 2375, fols 67v-78v. ¢ See MS EMML 237, fols 78v-89r.
7" See MS EMML 2375, fols 8gr-93r.  '® See MS EMML 2375, fols g3r-to1v.
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Figure 5. Manuscript Ciliqot-oo1, fols 121v-122r.

— Lapa Maryam incipit: fol 122ra. Attribution to Cyriacus, bishop of
Bohonsa. (Fig. 5). £CA%7 : HLLN : AO : YCLEN : hAN @ H20 :
H1s @ N7 @ OA7F : e @ ALTIA @ OFRnTt @ TICLPT

Paracontent and additions

Later additions:

— Inventory number inscribed in fol 2r.
— Label stuck in fol gv.

Bibliography on the works contained in the manuscript

Weninger, 2007.

Getatchew Haile,

Ambu, 2022.

3. Dagum-oo1

20I0.

Repository: Church of Maryam in Dagum library.

GPS location: 37P 0546121; 1533899.

Inventory number noted: ET-TCT-MW. The second line is illegible.

Physical description

This codex contains the History of the city of Dagum and Life and Miracles of

Yohannas from c.

1983.
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Parchment, codex (360 x 300 x 100 mm), one codicological unit, 130 folia,

three columns, ¢. 17 lines, 16 quires, and wooden plates covered in leather

binding.
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Figure 6. Dogum-oor, fols 15v-16r.

Contents
Textual units:

— History of the city of Dogum, combined with the Life of Yohannas from
Alexandria, at the time of patriarchs Theophilus (385-412) and Cyril
(412-444), coming to the holy city of Dagum. Fols: 5r-109v. (Fig. 6)

— Twenty Miracles of Yohannos. Fols: 110r-125r2.

Incipit/Explicit:

— History and Life incipit: fol sra-b. Wik : oPZh&
NA9 ¢ @ @av7pety @ A%Ne VIC ANCT : OAOAT
oot @ @TNC 2 11 ¢ V1L P RMANAC 2 817U 2 0IC

V1 (sic!) ¢ /A0 @ HaoOl 3 @ OCP @ OfATT = OLATN :
VIC : 8191 2 @hASS : AT 2 ARG @ K713 @ HORAC
D OONE : OAOAGY : BI°7TE : 9P0A : MH @ ANO9 = @AM

HNE i APPhTHet @ RAERE 1 AVIL ¢ LT WAt
A : A UL 2 KPP0 =

— Miracles incipit: fol 110ra: 7&eh&® ¢ OTBT7

H & ché.

04L& hT
AM.ANMC @ BT : ThICU- o neLiv- @ Al 2 60
Ot 1 8L avidh ¢ PSA = AT i TATh AP
220F @ HIMNZ @ OHATEXS : V1L : 1CAAT @ P°roed

Ohe : Trk : &0 : oo @ A0 VY 2 &TI° X
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Paracontent and additions

Colophon:

— Fols 124va-125ra. Dating to 1975" year of Mercy (perhaps 1975
Ethiopian Calendar, therefore 1983 Gregorian Calendar). W7k ¢
oxhG : Féh : O0U 2 HRIIC : ORTE : 00Nf @ ONNAVIL
(sicl) : &19° : 11tk @ LAldh 1 oot 2 ALNT AN XKLL
N7k : FeRa0 : ovZh§ : 14800 @ (TGEEOE Yoot : i+

P oLNP 2 0la 2 (kN7 20 hen 2 OAL : MICKA
AP NG A AE 0928 1 hlen = UIC ST =
[...]
Marginal notes:
— Quires are numbered in Ethiopian numbers starting fol 13r.
Later additions:
— Label stuck in fol 5v (illegible).

4. General remarks on works and manuscripts

Qorgor-oo1

MS Qorqor-oor was not included in Claire Bosc-Tiessé’s notes on the Qorqor
manuscripts collection (Claire Bosc-Tiessé, 2014) and was wrongly identified
as a Gadli "Abroham from Débri Soyon (Asboha Gibriselassie, 2016). This re-
assembled manuscript contains several textual units in fragmentary condition,
which are mostly in fragments due to the reassembly. The most important
fragment is the Apocalypse of Gregory from Edessa, which was formerly only
attested in Ethiopia in Beta "Hsra’el manuscripts (Getatchew Haile, 1994). The
lack of censures of Christian formulations (something common in Beta "Hsra’el
manuscripts) may indicate that this fragment in MS Qorqor-oor used to belong
to a Christian milieu manuscript. Moreover, its dating from 1350 to 1450 (on
paleographical grounds), underlines a more ancient translation of this text,
which was presumably from Arabic,!? since this text was known until today

in only recent manuscripts.?’

Ciliigot-oor (EMIP 816 — ChelekotSilasie 075)

Some homilies in this collection are attributed to an anonymous author (or
multiple anonymous authors) and are written under the pen name of Rotud
Haymanot (the Orthodox). The structure of this homiliarium partially covers
the one contained in manuscript EMML 2375 (18" century) where Getatchew
Haile identified the activity of an unknown (possibly Egyptian) author who
composed homilies in 1375. This collection in MS Ciliqot-oor, except for

¥ Ambu and Croq are currently leading a study on these fragments.  2* On
Syriac and Arabic traditions: Croq, 2021.
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the last homily, presents "abba Silama the Metropolitan (possibly Silama the
Translator, 1348-1388) as its composer.21 One should also note that the trans-
lation from Arabic into Go%z of the last homily (Laha Maryam) is traditionally
attributed to Metropolitan Silama.’> More accurate studies on this collection

and a comparative analysis with other hAomiliaria will be necessary.

Dogum-oo1

The Life and Miracles of Yohannos is a recent work on hagiographical traditions,
which links this saint from Alexandria to Dagum between the 5™ and the 6™
century. This history and hagiography simultaneously claims that Yohannos
was a metropolitan and then the patriarch of Ethiopia and that he interacted
with several important figures, such as the legendary *Abraha and ’Asboha,
Ethiopian kings, Biblical Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the Nobura '>d of Aksum
(or the gibizi Aksum), and many others. [t is also a very complex and stratified
history of Dagum Sallase, Maryam Yirifida, and, in general, of Gir‘alta. It
may be the transcription of several oral traditions and was commissioned by
dignitaries from Dagum in recent times (c. 1983). This hagiographical text and
its historical features are quite compelling in understanding traditions linked
to the history of this church and its library. A thorough study of its contents,
composition, and sources may give more information on ancient Christian

traditions of this locality and region.
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