
HAL Id: halshs-04752341
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-04752341v1

Submitted on 24 Oct 2024

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access archive
for the deposit and dissemination of scientific re-
search documents, whether they are published or not.
The documentsmay come from teaching and research
institutions in France or abroad, or from public or pri-
vate research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaireHAL, est des-
tinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents scien-
tifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant
des établissements d’enseignement et de recherche
français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou
privés.

HAL Authorization

Low-tech and high-tech technologies in the context of
resistance and solidarity at the Calais border: Data maps by

grassroots activists and researchers
Thomas Lacroix, Marie Godin

To cite this version:
Thomas Lacroix, Marie Godin. Low-tech and high-tech technologies in the context of resistance and solidarity
at the Calais border: Data maps by grassroots activists and researchers. Congress of the Royal Geographical
Society, Aug 2024, Londres, United Kingdom. ⟨halshs-04752341⟩

https://shs.hal.science/halshs-04752341v1
https://about.hal.science/hal-authorisation-v1/
https://about.hal.science/hal-authorisation-v1/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


Workshop: Data matters in migration and border control 

Workshop 2024 

Panel: Control and Contestation 

Marie Godin (University of Leicester) and Thomas Lacroix (Sciences Po-CERI)

Title: 

Low-tech and high-tech technologies in the context of resistance and solidarity at the 
Calais border: Data maps by grassroots activists and researchers

Abstract: The city of Calais has been coined as the "French bunker border city pushing 
migrants  into  the  English  Channel"  (Le  Monde,  08/03/2023).  In  a  bid  to  prevent  the 
resurgence of the infamous "Calais Jungle" from 2015-2016, local authorities have adopted a 
'no  point  of  fixation'  policy.  This  policy  involves  eviction  operations  every  48  hours  on 
refugee settlements (see Human Rights Observers, 2021). Consequently, the lives of migrants 
in Calais have become even more precarious. These biopolitical and necropolitical mode of 
governance dictate the daily existence of refugees in this borderland, compelling them to be in 
constant motion not only within the city but also on its outskirts and along the French coast.  
Keeping migrants on the move is a deliberate strategy aimed at rendering their lives untenable 
in  the  city.  Simultaneously,  it  contributes  to  making  them  invisible  to  French  citizens, 
particularly those in Calais, leaving "no traces of their encampment" at least officially. The 
recurring  imposition  of  forced  (im)mobility  on  migrants  constitutes  a  persistent  form of 
violence  that  they must  endure regularly.  Using "counter-mapping” as  an intellectual  and 
political  tool,  this paper aims to work on the construction of maps in order to depict  this 
morbid choreography and examining how it is orchestrated.  In partnership with grassroots 
organizations such as Utopia 56, l’Auberge des migrants and Human rights observers (HRO), 
this exercise of counter-mapping aims to render the violence of border controls  as well as 
simultaneously highlighting elements of resistance and solidarity. 


